






































CYCA Rear Commodore Gordon Marshall takes a sextant sight. Marshall regularly vuns navigation courses at the CYC.

achieve an almost instantaneous fix with
the sun instead of waiting through the
normal two or three hours for transfer-
red sun sights.

DAYTIME SIGHTS ON 3RD.

The following is a hypothetical exer-
cise in this vein which will give you the
opportunity to dust off your tables and
almanac before the race commences.

Exercise

We are in the ‘Sydney start’ section of
the fleet, and with the race having
started on Sunday, September 1 in clear
skies, we are now two days out after a
brisk run with the wind having been
NW to SW.

We are about 350 miles up the course
to Noumea at 1000 EST on September 3
and our DR is 30° 08’ 156° 26’. We are
steering a course of 040° mag. and boat
speed is 8-knots.

We take a sun sight as follows:

Time 1000-50 EST

Ale. 45° 51.5'

We take sights of Venus and the
Moon’s UL about 30 minutes later, (it
took some time to find Venus, and, in
any case, the Y2 hour allowed Venus’
Azimuth separation to grow a little and
thus improved the ultimate shape of our
resulting position line triangle).

Sight details were:

Venus Time 1030 - 30 EST
Alt. 53° 47’

Moon’s UL Time 1035 - 30 EST
Alt. 9° 04.3'

Allow height of Eye for all sights to

be 8 and no watch error.

Question

At 1030 EST what is our Observed
Position and what apparent current has
affected the yacht since our last observed
position at 0500 EST on that morning?

The reductions, using the 1991
Nautical Almanac and the Sight Reduc-
tion Tables for Marine Navigation (HO
229 or NP 401) and the hand-drawn
graph plot are shown on page 64, near
the back of this issue of OFFSHORE.

In the meantime all the best for clear
skies and good landfall.
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Fatal Melbourne yacht Great Expectations had suffered mishaps before its disappearance in Bass Strait following the 1989 Melbourne to Devonport race
— this incident she was dismasted while racing on Port Phillip.

Graham told me he expected to sail
directly back to Melbourne after attend-
ing the memorial service in Hobart for
Peter Taylor, killed aboard BP Flying
Colours when its mast collapsed in the
Sydney-Hobart race.

At the memorial service, Baldwin met
at least two experienced yachtsmen who
expressed surprise he had sailed Great
Expectations to Tasmania and who
warned him they thought his yacht
could not handle Bass Strait’s rough
seas.

Gerd Scherwinski, skipper of the
Kaufman-designed The Sting, told the
coroner: “I told Graham I thought Great
Expectations was not a suitable yacht to
do that particular race. I said this because
Great Expectations is extremely light-
weight and in my opinion she could not
handle the conditions of Bass Strait.”
Scherwinski said the Strait was “noto-
rious for huge seas, strong winds and
. strong currents’’.

The other yachtsman, a veteran of
several Sydney-Hobarts, told me he had
‘warned Baldwin not to sail home in the
'yacht, but Graham had shrugged off his
-concerns.

Two of Baldwin’s crew for the trip to
Devonport — William Pringle, 25, and
Timothy Roberts — flew back to Mel-
bourne, and the crew for the return trip
was Baldwin, 54, his fiancee Erica Wat-
son, 39, her son Bryan, 16, Robyn
Regan, 28, Stephan Hartley, 26, and
Tim Clarke, 25.

They returned to Devonport on Janu-
ary 3, 1990, and Baldwin sought out
retired Devonport fisherman Trevor
Sims, 60, to ask about repairing the
yacht’s propellor, which had thrown a
blade. Mr Sims said Baldwin seemed “‘a
pretty carefree sort of fellow” who
decided against getting the propellor
fixed because he was in a hurry. Mr
Sims told the inquest: “I thought they
were foolhardy in leaving without re-
pairing the propeller.”

Mersey Yacht Club barman, Jack
Earl, sold a club T-shirt to Bryan, and
the crew watched the weather report on
TV before heading back to their yacht
after enjoying a few drinks, and playing
a few games of snooker. Great Expecta-
tions set sail at first light next morning.

Baldwin radioed to Western Port
Safety Council base operator Alwyn
Tamo at 11.35am, reporting that he was
36 miles north-west of Devonport, and
that all was well. Former senator Peter
Rae, whose yacht Sarnia had been tied
up alongside Great Expectations in Dev-
onport, said he heard Baldwin trying to
raise Melbourne Radio on an incorrect
frequency about half an hour later. It
was the last radio contact with the yacht.

Strong winds were blowing through
Bass Strait that day, and my crew
aboard Gribble were sheltering in the lee
of Hunter Island at its east-facing
Shepherd’s Bay anchorage on January 4.
We had reached the island after port

hopping to Burnie, Stanley and adjacent
Three Hummock Island.

Winds had been so strong that the day
before Gribble had picked up its anchor
and begun sailing itself out of the
anchorage without anyone aboard.
Shane Bell and I had a frantic row out in
a 5ft ‘rubber duckie’ to rescue the yacht
while Shane’s brother David, Ted Ban-
nard and Graeme Cooper watched the
‘fun’ from the beach!

Graeme and I beach-walked for 7V2
hours around Hunter Island on January
4, with two hours of that along the
eastern hilltops before sunset giving us a
certain view that there was no yacht
anchored off the south-west tip of Three
Hummock Island before dark.

Stanley professional fisherman Jim
Hursey told the inquest he saw a yacht
with the word ‘Great’ on it anchored
well off the south-west corner of Three
Hummock Island about midnight.

I believe it would have taken Baldwin
10 to 12 hours to reach that position
from where his radio call gave his
position at 11.35am, and that because he
was not familiar with the coast and had
propellor problems, he would not have
risked sailing inshore in the dark.

Mr Hursey said he saw the yacht set
sail before dawn, about Sam, on January
5 and sail fast towards Hunter Island. He
watched it for about 20 minutes, saw
people on deck, and saw it heading up
the passage between Three Hummock
and Hunter Islands. Steep seas — to eight
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Navigational stars from VDO

Match years of experience,
co-operation with leading
marine technical institutions
and the highest quality in design
and manufacture - and you’ll
appreciate why VDO marine
instruments enjoy the reputation
they do.

Your'll also appreciate the
accuracy and reliability of these
quality VDO instruments on
board your vessel.

VDO Wind/Speed Direction
W Digital speed
W Windspeed in krym/sAkm/ly/Bfi.
W Analog direction indicator
W Close haul/running indicator
optional extra.

All available in 12v or 24v - also
repeater instruments. VDO instruments -
truly stars to steer you by!

VDO Fluxgate Compass
W True heading display
B Compensation for variation
and deviation
W Fully electronic operation
[ | Uuiput to Sat-Nav and Autqulals

VDO Sumlogs
B Choice of 5 models
W 5 speed ranges, 8 to 50kn.
B Fully adjustable at 99%
accuracy
W Output to Sat-Nav.

For further Information, call (03) 450 3253 or (02) 905 5909.

MZm1A

Instrumental In Protecting Your Investment
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BUILD YOUR OWN BOAT

BY HIRING THE ‘‘RICKCARRD’’ SYSTEM
YOU CAN SAVE TIME & MONEY

Create the boat you want with our
female boat moulding system.
@LI

30’ JOG RACER

PTY. LTD.
P.0.BOX 447,

KIAMA, 2533
TELEPHONE:

[042]331 350
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KEY LARGO YACHT SALES

FROM HI TECH YACHTS — WA. FROM GRAHAM RADFORD — N.S.W.

FARR 9.2 (317) CRUISER RACER RADFORD 1000 SERIES STEEL YACHT KITS

FARR 36 (36) CRUISER RACER Steel Kit Yachts for Amateur & Professional

FARR 45 (45") PILOT HOUSE build to A.B.S.

RANDELL 33 (33') MOTOR SAILER RADFORD 350 (35"

FROM OCEANIC YACHT RADFORD 400 (40

BUILDERS — VIC RADFORD 450 (45

OCEANIC 42 Round Bilge/Multichine, Shoal Draft/Fin Keel,

OCEANIC 46 Aft Cockpit/Centre/Cockpit/Pilot House

PROVEN WORLD CRUISERS Professionally Completed Hulls & Decks
AVAILABLE NOW.

FROM WITCHCRAFT FROM ANDANTE — TAIWAN

MOTOR CRUISERS — N.S.W. 35" SPORTS FISHERMAN

WITCHCRAFT 2700 FLYBRIDGE 45" SPORTS FISHERMAN

WITCHCRAFT 2700 SEDAN 45" PURSUIT CRUISER

WITCHCRAFT 3000 — export onLy 48" SPORTS FISHERMAN

50" SPORTS FISHERMAN
65" LUXURY MOTOR CRUISER

QUALITY MARINE ELECTRONICS

(SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION)

SYDNEY SHOWROOM OR NATIONAL MAIL ORDER

AUTHORISED SALES OUTLET FOR
PRODUCTS AVAILABLE — ANTENNA, AUTO PILOTS, COMPASSES, EPIRBS, FUEL MONITORING
SYSTEMS, FISH FINDERS/DEPTH SOUNDERS, HYDROFOIL STABILIZERS, INSTRUMENTS — SPEED
DEPTH WIND VMG, INTERCOMS, LOUD HAILERS, PLOTTERS-ELECTRONIC CHARTS, RADAR, RADIO
SATNAV/GPS, SOLAR CELLS, STEREO, TV. & VIDEO, WEATHALERT, WEATHERFAX, WINCHES (ELECTRIC).
BRANDS AVAILABLE — ALERTCOM, AUTOHELM, B & G, B.P. SOLAR, BARRETT, FUJI-ROYAL, FUSO,
FLOSCAN, GME, GLOMEX, HUMMINBIRD, ICOM, JRC, LOWRANCE, MAGELLAN, MARINETEK,
MOONRAKER, MUIR, NAVICO, NAVSTAR, PIONEER, SEAPORT, SILVA, SOLAREX, SOVONICS, STINGRAY,
UNIDEN, VDO, WALKER.

PHONE 02 555 1100 FOR MORE INFORMATION

MARINE VIDEO WET WEATHER GEAR

SWAPPERS CLUB A limited range of LINE 7 OFFSHORE &

COASTAL WET WEATHER GEAR is now

(Sydney Showroom OR National Mail available. Superb quality at “"KNOCKOUT”

Order). Join today. Over 130 Specialty
Marine Videos in stock and many more to

prices. HURRY. THEY WON'T LAST.

come. After joining fee, only $700 (Fishing
Videos) or $12.00 (All Videos) per swap.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR BROCHURES ON ANY OF THE ABOVE PHONE “BAIRDY” TODAY

AT MARINE MARKETING PTY. LTD.

syoney 02 555 1100 KT O et caut 008 252 776
















































advanced sections developed by Scott
Jutson which have made a significant
impact on Australian yachting over the
past three years, notably with winning
yachts such as Haupia (IMS winner,
1989 Sydney-Mooloolaba race), Ulti-
mate Challenge (IOR winner, 1989 Syd-
ney-Hobart), Anduril and Dow-Air,
winners of the IMS divisions of the past
two Sydney-Mooloolaba races.

Rig

Unlike most production boats which
are developed for a ‘generic’ owner, this
project was pre-sold to separate clients
in Melbourne and Sydney. According to
Scott Jutson, their input has been used to
focus the design into a simple versatile
package which can accommodate a wide
range of needs without compromising
the basic design. One example is the rig
style.

The hull structure is adaptable to
support the different requirements of an
in-line spreader mast (preferred for high
performance) or a swept spreader rig
which is inherently robust in that it does
not rely on runners. Rob Williams chose
the latter, swept spreader mast for
Chesapeake.

Chesapeake was rigged by Don Buck-
ley with an Allyacht two-spreader mast
built in Brisbane using a D 15 section
and 1x19 rigging. The yacht has North
Sails, with a conventionally battened
Dacron mainsail and a variety of head-
sails, including a scrim mylar light No 1
genoa which proved very effective in
light airs.

Unlike other fractional rigged boats
of her size, the Jutson 950 does not carry
a masthead spinnaker which, in any
case, is not permitted under IMS racing.

On Deck

Simplicity and efficiency is the
keynote of the deck layout of the Jutson
950, also put together by Don Buckley.
Essentially it is a racing layout, a scaled-
down version of what has become the
basic deck concept for state-of-the-art
One Tonners — a narrow coach-house,
wide side-decks, most controls running
back to the wide, open cockpit.

The narrow coach-house enables the
headsail sheet tracks to be brought
inboard to the optimum angle for this
exceptionally close-winded 31-footer.
Twin foreguys also come around the
edge of the coach-house to allow adjust-
ment from the weather rail or the
cockpit. Other controls are spaced on
eitherside of the companionway — main-
sail halyard, spinnaker halyard, boom
vang, topping lift to port, two reefing
lines, the genoa halyard and the second
spinnaker halyard to starboard. Easily-
reached jammers allow maximum use of
the coach-house mounted secondary
winches.

The ‘tweakers’ for the spinnaker
brace/sheet also lead from the blocks on
the toe-rail to the cockpit, or if necessary
taken to a winch.

In keeping with most modern three-
quarter or one tonners, there is only one

Chesapeake in tiear drifting conditions on a wintery day on Sydney Harbour. The Jutson 950 has
shown excellent form racing in the CYCA’s Digital Winter Series — preferably with more breeze.
(Pic — Peter Campbell)

headsail halyard with one of the spin-
naker halyards being used for headsail
changes.

All deck hardware, including the effi-
cient mainsail traveller system, are from
Ronstan. The main traveller, set aft of
the helmsman, features a continuous
mainsheet with fine tuning. In the event
of being over-pressed, the main can be
quickly dumped. Chesapeake has Stowe
instruments, adequate for the racing
being planned for this boat which in-
cludes the CYCA short offshore point-
score and probably the Pittwater to
Coffs Harbour race in December.

The deck layout of the 950 is essen-
tially a racing boat layout, without any
large lockers that are found on more
general-purpose, so-called family cruis-
er/racers. It is there for one sole pur-
pose, efficient sail handling by the crew
to achieve optimum racing perform-
ance.

Below Decks

Like the deck layout, the accommoda-
tion of the Jutson 950 IMS is intended
for practical purposes within the re-
quirements of the IMS rules on accom-
modation, without trying to impress
interior designers. It is, nevertheless,
comfortable below — indeed luxurious
when one compares it with the IOR
Half Tonners which have raced with
success offshore in recent years.

The interior is based on a simple
concept of utility which recognises that
V-berths for’ard are seldom used on a
boat of this size, whereas an empty,
waterproof forepeak is the best place to
store and handle wet sails below deck.
Aft of this is a generous full width head
with vanity.

The mast bulkhead separates this area
from the saloon which is dominated by
an in-line settee of bunk length, fol-
lowed by galley to starboard and an
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