












































HAMILTON ISLAND
yacht harbour will be packed
to capacity with boats later
this month for the annual
Ansett XXXX Hamilton Is-
land Race Week. Among the
yachts returning for the 1990
regatta will be last year’s
overall IOR winner, Canon
Express, this year skippered
by Neil Statis, pictured by
David Clare racing off the
island last year.

en and Leon O’Donoghue from the
Whitsundays, and Melbourne’s Brigh-
ton based yacht broker, Warwick
Hoban. This committee has been criti-
cised by a minority but congratulated by
the vast majority for their combined
effort to give Australians a very high
standard regatta.

Olympic gold medallists, world
champions and Sydney-Hobart race
winners have all been attracted to con-
test the tough series of racing which
tests endurance on the water and post-
race staying power during the onshore
parties.

Warwick Hoban, with his clever
modification of the North American
formulated Time on Distance correction
factors to suit local Whitsunday Waters,
has made a major contribution to the
success of Race Week. The modified
system, designed to offer fair mixed
fleet competition, has produced great

racing to decide the regatta champions
in all divisions.

Sydney Hobart Race Winner, the self
proclaimed “King” of the New South
Wales waterfront, John Eyles, is the
only skipper to win twice at Race Week.
His Davidson Three-quarter Tonner In-
dian Pacific has defeated high standard
fleets representing clubs from Australia
and New Zealand for deserved wins in
this tropical racing paradise.

West Australia’s world two ton cham-
plon Hitchhiker, skippered by Peter
Briggs, won the first XXXX-Ansett
Trophy while Sydney-Hobart race
champions John Eyles (Indian Pacific),
Gary Appleby (Sagacious), Olympic Star
Class gold medallist Dave Forbes with
Great News represent the talent who
have been successful at Race Wecek.

Warren Johns and his crew of Middle
Harbour sailors, including Jamie Wil-

mot, world 18 footer champion Michael
Walsh and Fraser Johnson, produced
unmatched upwind power in the cyc-
lone-affected 1989 Race Weck to register
a fine win with Beyond Thunderdome.
Johns will be back this year with his Farr
50, Heaven Can Wait, on its way to the
Kenwood Cup in Hawaii while Thun-
derdome returns this year under the char-
ter of Neil Statis, with sailing master
Tony Poole, to defend the title under the
banner of Canon Express.

Record fleets are expected in all divi-
sions with the Japanese “sled”” Marishiten
(Katsuhiko Takeda) entering a modern
day Coral Sea battle with the recently
launched Kel Steinman designed *‘Sled”,
Bobsled, with the Short brothers sailing
team for owners Geoff Bush and Nick
Feros.

The maxi Condor of Currabubula, skip-
pered by Sydney Hobart race winner
David Kellett will return to Race Week
along with a very competitive group of
IOR vyachts including Royal Prince
Alfred’s Leroy Brown (Warren Weick-
mann).

In contrast the smallest entry in the
IOR fleet will be the Runaway Bay
Yacht Club Quarter Tonner, Doug
Brown’s Quarterflash. Quarterflash, reco-
vered as a write-off after being dropped
in a marina accident at Southport, has
been restored to outstanding racing con-
dition and owner skipper Brown will
use Race Week as a full scale evaluation
to prepare Quarterflash for the World
championship in Spain later this year.

Wayne Turner’s Cairns catamaran
Top Gun will race in the multi-hull fleet
with seven times Australian Cobra Cat
skipper Darryl Beattic as one of her
principal helmsmen. Top Gun holds a
unique record of being undefeated for
line honours over the testing courses.

XXXX-Ansett Race Week 1990 will
open on April 21 with the 25 nautical
mile South Molle-Daydream Island
Trophy Race. The fleet will then contest
two 15 mile Olympic Triangles on
Sunday April 22 followed by 150 mile
Coral Sea Race on Tuesday April 24, the
25 mile Ansett Challenge on a course
south-cast of Hamilton Island on April
27, and the Lindeman Island Trophy 22
miles on Saturday, April 28.

This is certainly a great way to wind
up a tough summer of racing in an
atmosphere unparalleled on the Austra-
lian seaboard with a happy mixture of
hard boat-on-boat racing on the water
and equally tough bloke-on-bloke rag-
ing on shore.

Most of Australia’s bluewater sailors
feel their personal log is incomplete until
they have raced in Queensland’s Tee
Shirt Territory and enjoyed the many
highlights of this regatta, including the
Whitchaven Beach Party on Whitsunday
Island.
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letusdoall
the hard work.

Unfortunately we can’t do all the
work but with Barient Winches’
excellent gearing ratios that deliver
more power for less effort we
certainly do all the hard work.

So next time you are looking for
a winch — whether it’s an ultra light
racing or a durable all purpose
cruising winch to make life easier
on board, ring the people at Barlow
Marine (02) 637 9333 and let them
show you the hard working
Barient range.

Barient Winches, Sparcraft Masts
(UK & USA) and Penquin Hardware
are manufactured and exclusively
distributed in Australia by:

BARLOW
MARINE

52 Wentworth Street
Granville NSW 2142 Australia
Phone (02) 637 9333
Facsimile (02) 637 9323

k BARIENT
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sened by the Australian boat ripping its
headsail.

Both yachts were right on the line at
the pin end as the gun fired and then
followed a tack-for-tack duel to the
weather mark in Rose Bay with Davis
holding a slender lead until Gilmour’s
tactician, ex-Sydney skiffy Iain Murray,
picked a winning windshift ncaring
Shark Island. Gilmour held a firm cover
over Davis throughout the sccond beat
to weather and the final spinnaker run to
the off-the-wind finishing, winning by a
commanding 28 scconds to lead the
series 3-2.

In the second race, the start was even
with the twelves splitting tacks and
Davis sailing away to the favoured
right-hand side of the course as the
southerly came sweeping up the harbour
at 22 knots. The first time they came
together, the Kiwis were able to leebow
the Australian yacht, forcing Gilmour to
tack away.

The second time they came together,
the Kiwis were two boat lengths clear
and picking the lifts up the eastern shore
of Shark Island they led around the
weather mark the first time by nine
seconds. With the cold and clammy
southerly gusting to 25 knots, both
12-metres were overpowered and the
crews had to work hard to handle the
huge mainsails.

The Kiwis produced two superb spin-
naker-handling efforts — a gybe-set at
the weather mark the first time and a
float drop at the leeward mark to hold
their lead and go on to win by 78
seconds. The score was now 3-all with
the sun dropping low in the western sky
as Kookaburra II (Peter Gilmour) and
Kookaburra III (Rod Davis) lined up for
the final race.

Aboard the press boat Philanderer 11, it
was like being in the middle of a boxing
ring as two heavyweights slugged out a
world championship. A dozen times
Davis and Gilmour flung the massive
70-footers around the stationary cata-
maran, at times no more than a metre
from the bow or stern.

Then from an even start, Davis work-

KOOKABURRA 1l and Kookaburra 111, with their Australian and New Zealand crews, sailing
to windward in the ANZ 12-Metre Challenge on Sydney Harbour last Australia Day. (Pic— Max

Press)

ed the windshifts in the cold and clam-
my south-caster to gain a lead of just
half a boat length at the first weather
mark. The Kiwis held off a determined
bid by the Australians as the two
twelves gybed their way back to the
Chowder Bay mark, opening the lead to
13 scconds and holding this on the beat
back to Rose Bay.

Try as they could, Gilmour could not
get any closer on the final spinnaker run
to the finish in Chowder Bay, with the
Kiwis winning by a convincing 21
scconds.

While the 1990 ANZ 12-Metre Chal-
lenge did not attract the same crowds
that the Gilmour versus Conner match
did in 1989, it was by far the better
spectacle as real match-racing goes, with
the Challenge being decided fairly and
squarcly on the water between two
outstanding skippers and their crews.

Sponsors ANZ promoted the event
well and produced some 300,000 free
programmes for the public. The CYCA
must be congratulated on the courses it
set and both the Water Police and the

Maritime Services Board did a tine job
in keeping the racing area clear,
although the MSB craft were at times
too lax and at times over-zealous.

The Australia Day Challenge will
certainly continuc as a major public
spectacle of the Sydney Harbour
cclebrations with organisers next year
hoping for a knock-out competition
between more nations to decide the
finalists.

Both skippers were delighted with the
event, with Davis commenting: “They
don’t come any tougher than that. The
Aussics didn’t give an inch. Everything
had to be earned in muscle, swecat and
smarts.

“To beat Peter and lain here in the
Kookaburras is something we can take a
lot of pride in. Dennis Conner tried it
last year, in the inaugural Australia Day
scries, and was sent home with his tail
between his legs.”

lain Murray commented: “There was
no losers out there. We gave it every-
thing we had, but the Kiwis found
something extra when it counted.”

Round The World Cruising.

Sydney’s most experienced yachting specialist — covering classes from Skiffs, Offshore, Inshore, 12 Metres and

o Stainless steel and aluminium fabrication and welding
® All mast and boom repairs ® Custom fittings designed and fabricated — pushpits, pulpits,
handrails, compass mounts, auto pilot installation, steering wheels and helms (i.e. Sovereign)
rudder and propellor shafts, sheaves and blocks, chainplates, swimming ladders, Davits,
adjustable radar mounts {i.e. Longhorn’ & Sovereign) winch repairs, lead keel, s.s. bolts (i.e.
Ragamuffin) skiff rigs and spreaders a speciality. Also compressor refrigeration installation
and now, water scoops for baltast tank fill-up (i.e. singlehanded yachts).

J-B.C. YACHT ENGINEERING PTY LTD
1 Bradly Ave, Milsons Point 2061
Phone (02) 957-5123 AH 960-2101

J.B.C. YACHT ENGINEERING FOR THE BEST IN TOWN — YOUR ONE STOP SHOP!
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TRICKY sailing through the sandbars of the Sorrento Channel put a sudden stop to Chutzpah’s
prospects of a win in the final race of the Petersville Regatta. Crew weight on the boom couldn’t help
and she vetived from the race. (Pic — Peter Campbell)

go hard and fast on a sandbank as the
fleet negotiated the narrow Sorrento
Channel;

® The line honours winner in the big
VYC fleet, Vendetta disqualified for sail-
ing the wrong side of a course mark,
following a protest by arch rival, Bolle
Wild Thing.

After five races, Hllusion, skippered by
Nick Knezic and steered by Ross Lloyd,
had a two-point margin, which meant
that Dry Reach had to win the final race
to win the series. Both yachts sailed an
excellent last race, with Dry Reach tak-
ing corrected time by 1 minute 26 to tie
on points, but win the series on the
countback. Dry Reach’s placings were
1-1-3-8-3-1 while Ilusion’s were 2-4-1-
2-1-2, each scoring 494 points.

Third overall was the recent Sydney-
Hobart winner, Ultimate Challenge,
skippered by Lou Abrahams, which
finished with 488 points from placings
of 4-3-2-1-9-3. Ultimate Challenge had
been well in the running until the fifth
race, from St Kilda to Portsea, when she
went looking for wind on the eastern
shore of the bay and was beaten home

by the 34-footers.

Dry Reach was designed, built and
skippered by young Melbourne naval
architect and sailmaker Robert Hick for
owner Andrew Coulter. It is his first
design, a.26-footer which is pleasing to
the eye with a fair and fast hull.

Hick, 30, the manager of Fraser Sails
in Melbourne, sailed a brilliant first-up
series with the little Dry Reach, a simple
and inexpensive Quarter Tonner by
today’s standards of high-tech yachts.

“We promised the owner, Andrew
Coulter, we would build him a competi-
tive 7.9-metre sloop for under $50,000
— and it cost $44,000”" Hick said at the
Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron after the
final race.

“She has no carbon fibre, no kevlar,
no titanium like the state-of-the-art big-
ger boats,” Hick said at Blairgowrie
Yacht Squadron after yesterday’s final
victory.

“But she has a fair hull, good sails and
I think we sailed her well,” added Hick,
who won the Petersville Regatta with
another Quarter Tonner, Shambles, in
1987.

Of the 98 entries in The Petersville,
nearly half were in the VYC handicap
division, where the overall winner was
Bolle Wild Thing (Grant Wharington)
after a rather tempestuous series against
arch rival Inglis 47 sisterships, Vendetta
(Alex and Tony Cittadini) and Scavenger
(Joe Westerlo).

In a week of gamesmanship between
the three crews, protests and threats of
protests were tossed back and forth,
with Vendetta finally being protested out
by Bolle Wild Thing for sailing the
wrong side of a mark in the final race.
Vendetta had taken line honours and
placed fourth on corrected time.

The disqualification lifted Bolle Wild
Thing a place and a vital point to give
her a one point victory overall, with 475
points, to just beat Wedgetail (Mcl Molli-
son) on 474 points, with Impact (Stephen
Tait) third with 473 points.

The six races produced six different
winners in the VYC division — Scott
White’s Rapid Transit (she lost her cen-
treboard in race two), Ali Dell Aria
(Stewart Webb), Kalula (Rod Thomas),
Bolle Wild Things (Grant Wharington),
Wedgetail (Mel Mollison) and Sportscar
(Chris Fury and the Sportscar syndi-
cate).

In the CHS division, the veteran
former Admiral’s Cup yacht Mercedes
111, owned by Tom Ryan and skippered
by Rob Williams, totalled a maximum
400 points with placings of 1-1-1-4-1,
with no CHS yachts finishing race three.
Second overall was Starlight Express
(Buster Hooper) with 389 points and
third Bacardi (Bacardi Syndicate) on 387
points. It was a remarkable effort by the
10-year-old heavy displacement racer
which represented Australia in the 1969
Cup at Cowes.

In the trailable yachts the overall
winner of the Petersville Series was
Peter Taylor’s Noclex 25, High Society,
while Division 1 winner was Frolic
(Andrew Guiney).

The 'Couta Boat division went to
Victory, skippered by Clive Beckingsale,
with a record 29 of the graceful gaff-
rigged craft taking part in this year’s
Petersville Series.

RESULTS

IOR: 1. Dry Reach (Robert Hick) 494pts
(1-1-3-8-3-1); 2. IHlusion (Nick Knezic)
494pts (2-4-1-2-1-2); 3. Ultimate Chal-
lenge (Lou Abrahams) 488pts (4-3-2-1-9-
3); 4. Chutzpah (Bruce Taylor) 482pts
(3-2-7-4-2-NF); 5. Shambles (Bedggood
& Healy) 472pts (5-6-4-9-4-10).
Channel Handicap: 1. Mercedes 111
(Tom Ryan & Rob Williams) 400pts
(1-1-1-4-1); 2. Starlight Express (Buster
Hooper) 389pts (3-3-7-3-2); 3. Bacardi
(Bacardi Syndicate) 387pts (5-6-4-1-4);
4. Time & Money 3 (Nick Moloney)
381pts (4-2-6-7-8); 5. By Order Of The
Sec. (Alan Collins) 379pts (2-11-3-16-5).
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On Deck

The 31" cockpit is very spacious,
comfortably accommodating eight
adults in port and is comfortable and
casily worked under sail.

The ‘“no-fuss” detailing in North-
shore’s moulds incorporates a bridge
deck area aft of the coachouse providing
scating in port and extra volume below.
The main traveller is recessed into the aft
edge of this bridge deck — eliminating
the tendency to trip over or sit on a
raised extrusion.

The side cockpit seats are backed with
an angled coaming which provide excel-
lent sitting out positions while racing. A
low strip of teak or moulding could be
placed on the inner edge of the cockpit
scats to give a better foothold.

Under the starboard cockpit seat is a
large storage locker, while at the aft end
of the cockpit is an ecasily accessed open
transom with a fold-up boarding ladder.

The engine controls are conveniently
located aft on the starboard side and are
casy to use.

The halyards, control lines and sheets
are all within easy reach. Operation of
the cabin top winches is made casier due
to the bridge deck.

The yacht’s wide side decks, with one
piece headsail tracks set close to the
coachouse, give obstruction-free access
for’ard. Teak hand rails on the cabin, aft
of the shrouds, and a moulded toe rail
increase security for those venturing
for’ard.

Below Decks

The first impression gained on enter-
ing the cabin is one of space that is not
often found in a boat of this size. Given
this degree of spaciousness, the scope
and standard of the accommodation and
facilities on board the “31” are excellent.

Astern on the starboard side is an
enclosed double cabin with stowage and
a scat to aid dressing.

Opposite the companionway is a well
designed enclosed head that includes
toilet, hand basin (with pressure water)
and generous mirror faced cupboards.

Forward of this is a large icebox with
a teak top. The top of this moulding
serves as the chart table. Under the side
deck provision is made for nav, instru-
ments and radios with the electrical
control panel fitted as standard.

On the port side is the L-shaped
galley, the moulding for which
accommodates a two burner/oven
metho cooker, stainless steel sink, waste
bin and cupboard. Further storage is
provided by locating shelves under the
side decks. These have transparent slid-
ing doors for added convenience.

Northshore continue to use press but-
ton latches on their doors and cupboards
which are attractive, snag free and a
delight to use.

BELOW decks, the Novthshore 31 has spacious accommodation, with settee berths in main saloon, a
Sor’ard and V-shaped berth, double cabin aft, and a practical galley with full size Maxi stove with
oven. (Pics — Rob Williams)

The main saloon has settee berths on
cither side and a teak fold down double
leaf table. Above the scttee backs are
large open teak-finished storage spaces.

For’ard of the scttees an open teak
bulkhead is positioned, dividing off the
forward V-shaped berth. A crash bulk-
head is located right forward.

The test boat was finished with blue-
grey fabric cushion coverings and front
runner lining panel arcas. This high-
lighted the white and grey gel-coated
furniture and floor mouldings and con-
trasted well with the generous arcas of
teak trim. The main cabin has an casily
removed fibreglass headliner ensuring a
smooth finished appearance.

Conclusion

Northshore Yachts have produced a
yacht that is ideal for her intended usage
and market.

The yacht has excellent sailing qual-
ities and has a high standard of accom-
modation above and below decks.

The standard of manufacture and
materials used arc a credit to her buil-
ders. This yacht has foam core used in
hull and deck which will prove lighter
and stiffer than those of many of her
competitors.

This yacht represents excellent value
for money and [ am sure will continue to
grow in popularity.
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NORTHSHORE 31 has a
simple and clean deck layout
as shown in the pic above,
while the pic at right shows
the halyards, reefing lines,
etc all leading back to effi-
cient banks of clutches. Some
difficulty could arise when
recfing as one reef line and
the main halyard run to the
one winch, as shown below.
(Pics — Rob Williams)

the revs had built up getting rid of the
problem we had earlier experienced.

Under Sail

The Northshore 31 was a delight to
sail showing excellent speed and respon-
siveness upwind. On the helm she exhi-
bited good feel and reacted quickly and
predictably to adjustments.

In the occasional gusts she didn’t
show any great tendency to automatical-
ly imitate feathering. She is a boat that
will go where she is pointed.

Slightly sprung she had good speed
and ecasy handling characteristics,
accelerating quickly and effortlessly. We
pinned the main in the gusts to check the
yacht’s tendency to round-up, which
was negligible. In this situation she just
heeled and slowed a little with no rudder
stall.

Reaching and downwind she con-
tinued sailing with her previously dis-
played characteristics. It was unfortun-
ate that we didn’t get the opportunity to
sail the yacht under spinnaker as I am
sure she would have provided a spark-
ling performance.

Rig and Sails

The yacht’s generous fractional rig is
ideal for the purpose of her design. Her
well finished All Yacht mast has a
simple single swept-back spreader rig
with a single set of aft lowers and
standing backstay.

All control lines, halyards ctc are led
aft through banks of clutches to cabin-
top winches on cither side. The only
awkward situation that may arise under
extreme condition is that one reef line
and the main halyard run to the same
winch. The clutches, and the fact that on
this size boat many jobs can be done by
hand, should mean that only the last end
of the reefing procedures will need
winching.

As with most production boats, a
tackle vang is used. A solid vang would
give boom support and avoid the use of
a boom topping lift.

The bridled 16:1 standing backstay
enables good adjustability, but its ter-
mination at the stern proved a little hard
to get to in some situations. The more
race oriented skipper will probably put
an additional turn in the system to
enable cockpit located adjustment. I
should point out that this bridle system
on the backstay provides easy access
through the open stern so the above will
only concern the performance conscious
owner.

The Northshore 31’s mainsail has
only one full top batten that is high
enough to avoid shroud distortion. A
headstay foil is not a standard fitting
and, in view of the type of racing that
the yacht is liable to participate in,
would probably prove unneccessary.
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MAXI yachts sometimes have up to 29 crew on the rail, al though not everyone aboard
Sovereign was there in this picture. (Pic — David Clare)

course, is much fairer, but it is harder
for race committees to verify. Using a
total weight limit without regard to the
number of crew does allow wives, kids,
and other friends back on board.

Crew weight

Setting aside the social question of
crew, even though it is an important
aspect of most racing, just how impor-
tant is movable crew weight? Obvious-

LET ¥ 313°58-5
£ 88 LI PE-B

SYMBOL OF
EXCELLENCE.

The world’s most prized satnav is the Magnavox 4102,

It has won acclaim for its rugged reliability and ease of use
wherever blue water sailors cruise. It’s truly world class
satnav. Now with more useful features than ever before.
For information and brochure contact:

Coursemaster Autopilots Pty Ltd,

7 Smith St., Chatswood, NSW 2067.

Phone (02) 417 7097.

G.D.S. Upgrade Kit available for all existing MX4102 owners late 1989

ly, crew weight has a greater effect on
smaller boats than it does on larger
boats. On a 25-footer at 20 degrees of
heel, the crew accounts for about 35
percent of the total righting moment of
the boat and crew. On a 40-foot boat at
20 degrees of heel, the crew still
accounts for about 25 percent of the
righting moment. On a pound-for-
pound basis, crew weight is much more
effective than an equal amount of lead in
the keel; it is about three times more
effective at 20 degrees of heel, which is
significant.

How significant is the effect of crew
weight on boatspeed? To calculate this, 1
used the PC — IBM compatible —
version of the IMS velocity-prediction
program (VPP). Using this program,
along with the hydrostatic data available
from an ordinary IMS certificate, you
can estimate boatspeed for any combina-
tion of wind strength and wind direc-
tion.

I modified the crew righting moment
in the VPP program to determine the
effect on boatspeed of moving the crew
from the rail to the centreline of the
boat. I also modified the program to
include graphics and to print out the
6-knot linear random speed estimate,
something that race committees have
wanted for a long time.

Bulking up

The 1987 version of the IMS rule
(which is the only one presently avail-
able) places all of the crew (who are
considered to weigh an average of 170
pounds) at a distance that is a direct
function of the maximum beam of the
boat. The formula for the movable
portion of the crew weight is:

maximum movable crew weight =

170 x (.27 X LSM — 1.33)
where LSM is the measurement trim
second moment length. The formula for
the righting arm is:

crew arm = 0.475 X Bmax — 1
Because not all the crew are considered
movable, the crew weight limit is deter-
mined by the following formula:

maximum crew weight =
170 x (0.375 X LSM — 3)

For the average boat, the number of
movable crew used by the VPP program
is about two fewer than the maximum
number of crew allowed. The VPP
always assumes that you have the max-
imum number of crew allowed on
board. The program starts with no crew
weight on the rail and gradually moyes
weight out to the rail as the heel angle
increases. At 6 degrees of heel, the VPP
moves all the movable crew weight to
the windward rail.

Last year, the crew righting-arm for-
mula in the IMS rule was changed to
take into account the shape of the edge
of the deck. This was done to prevent
designers from trying to typeform the
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T'wo Fme Old Salts Pass On...

Two prominent and successful ocean racing yachtsmen of the 1950s and 1960s, Bill Fesq and
Ron Swanson, have died, Bill passing away in Sydney, Ron in Tasmania.

Bill Fesq DSC

NE of Australia’s most prominent

international yachtsmen from the
1960s through to the 1970s, Bill Fesq
DSC, has died in Sydney at the age of
74.

In a long and active involvement in
yachting in Sydney, Bill campaigned
ocean racers, Dragons and enjoyed his
cruising. He played a significant role in
the administration of yachting in NSW
and was a member of the Cruising
Yacht Club of Australia and Commo-
dore of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squad-
ron from 1975-78.

Sailing and the sea was his love from
boyhood and his skills as a navigator,
developed during service with the Royal
Navy in World War II, made him much
in demand for the Admiral’s Cup and
the America’s Cup.

Serving as an RANVR officer with
the Royal Navy in MTB and MGBs in
the English Channel, he received the
Distinguished Service Cross, a decora-
tion second only to the Victoria Cross,
for gallantry in engaging a superior
force of German E-boats and armed
trawlers, putting two out of action and
disabling three others. On D-Day, he
again showed exceptional bravery after
his MTB was holed by a shell that failed
to explode but caused a fire near the
craft’s fuel tanks. Held by the ankles,
Bill hung over the side to use a fire
extinguisher to put out the fire on his
boat.

After the war Bill Fesq became active
in ocean yacht racing and his cutter
Fortuna held sail number 2 on the regis-

ter of the Cruising Yacht Club, of which
he was also an active member. He
skippered Fortuna in several Sydney-
Hobart races and other major offshore
races, also cruising extensively.

He also raced a Dragon class yacht,
Pel, and later owned two cruising
yachts, Koonya East and Zechan, which
still carries sail number 2 in the Yacht
Association of NSW sail number lists.

Bill was involved in three Australian
challenges for the Admiral’s Cup at
Cowes in England, navigating Caprice of
Huyon in 1965 and again in 1967. The
Australian team, led by Caprice of Huon,
won the Cup in 1967. He also navigated
for Ted Kaufman in Mercedes III.

In 1970, he was navigator to Jim (now
Sir James) Hardy aboard Gretel 11 in Sir
Frank Packer’s 1970 Challenge for the
America’s Cup. In a memorable feat of
navigation he guided Grete! II through a
thick sea fog off Newport, Rhode Is-
land, to victory when the French 12-
metre, skippered by Baron Bic, got lost
in the fog.

Bill was also actively involved in the
administration of the America’s Cup,
being chairman of the Royal Sydney
Yacht Squadron’s America’s Cup Com-
mittee when the Squadron was Challen-
ger of Record, conducting the challen-
ger eliminations at Newport. He main-
tained this association with the Amer-
ica’s Cup until late last year.

Gordon Reynolds, who skippered
Caprice of Huon in the winning Austra-
lian team at the 1967 Admiral’s Cup,
wrote this tribute to the late Bill
Fesq. . .

E are all deeply saddened to hear
of the passing of Bill Fesq after a
long fight against cancer.

What a great loss, not only to his
wife, son and daughter, to whom we
extend our sincere sympathies, but to
the sport of yachting which formed a
large part of Bill’s life.

A Life Member and past Commodore
of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, a
member of long standing of both Royal
Australian Naval Sailing Association
and the Cruising Yacht Club of Austra-
lia, which dates back to 1949.

Bill was the complete yachtsman,
having raced and cruised many yachts,
from Fortund in the first Sydney-Hobart,
the Dragon class yacht Pel, to the 12
metre class with Sir Frank Packer, then
to Admiral’s Cup participation with
Caprice of Huon and Mercedes II1I.

It was his close and intimate know-
ledge of the English Channel conditions
that greatly assisted the early teams in
their great successes in that area.

His considerable navigational skills
were firstly acquired with the Royal
Australian Navy during the war years.
Bill served with great distinction when
seconded to the Royal Navy, serving
some four years in the English Channel
with his own command. He was
awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross for bravery under fire.

Included in this long career were
many administrative responsibilities that
he took upon himself which were hand-
led with dignity and courtesy.

Bill Fesq — Yachtsman and Gen-
tleman.

— Gordon Reynolds

Ron Swanson. . .
USTRALIA’S most successful de-

signer and builder of occan racing
yachts in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s,
Ron Swanson has died in Tasmania at
the age of 63. Living in retirement at St
Helens on the East Coast, he was
admitted to Launceston General Hospit-
al just before Christmas, suffering from
cancer.

He had planned a comeback to ocean
racing, sailing aboard the wveteran
Tasmanian yacht Terra Nova in the
Sydney-Hobart race, but was unable to
make that last voyage.

Ron and his brothers were classic
craftsmen in the era of stoutly built
wooden yachts built for the roughest
oceans. Yet they were always fast
yachts, his designs winning every major

ocean race on the Australian calendar.

Ron was the designer of the Swanson
Bros team and the outstanding ocean
racing skipper of the Sydney-based
family of boat-builders and yachtsmen.

He was a member of Australia’s first
challenge team for the Admiral’s Cup in
1965, skippering Camille which he had
designed and built with his brothers.
The team of ‘“‘colonial craft” as the
British condescendingly called them —
Camille, Gordon Ingate’s Caprice of
Huon and the Halvorsen brothers’ Freya
— surprised all by finishing second at
Cowes in their first-ever international
oftshore regatta.

Ron Swanson’s most famous and
successful creation was the Carmen class,
a double-ended sloop which raced on
the Australian offshore scene with out-
standing success from the 1960s on-

wards. Yachts he designed and built
won the Sydney-Mooloolaba race six
times, including the Carmen class 30-
footer Cadence which won three times
for owner Jim Mason (1964, 1965 and
1974) also winning the 1966 Sydney-
Hobart.

The Swanson brothers built, but did
not design Siandra, the 1958 and 1960
Hobart winner, but in 1963, 1964 and
1965, Swanson-designed and built
boats, Cavalier, Camille, Camelet on
Cadence finished in the top three placings
of the Hobart classic.

In the 1966 race Cadence won for Jim
Mason, with Ron Swanson’s own
Salome second and Peter Kurts’ Mister
Christian fourth.

Middle Harbour Yacht Club mem-
ber, Frank Likely, wrote this eulogy to
Ron Swanson. . .
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CYCA OFFSHORE RACING CALENDAR

Nt
OWNERS (=X

A‘ 'éf

?UGUST RORC I | Race, G UK Sydney-Whitsundays Race.
hannel Race, Cowes, . 27 CYCA Digital Winter Serics.
IOR/IMS AND OTHER 3-6 Copa Del Rey, Palma de Mallorca,
Spain. JUNE
OFFSHORE REGATTAS 3-16 Kenwood Cup, Hawaii. 3 CYCA Digital Winter Serics.
APRIL 4-12 Cowes Week, Cowes, UK. 10 CYCA Digital Winter Scries
4-8 Ultimate Yacht Race, Hawaii. 6-15 IMS Club champ, Breskens, The 17 CYCA Digital Winter Series, Warren
7-20 Corum China Sea Series, IOR/CHS, NL.‘[l.xcrlands. Evans Trophy.
] N i 10-18 Mini Ton Cup, Norway. 24 CYCA Digital Winter Scries.
Hong Kong and Manila. g
9 Corum China Sea Serics, first inshore ;‘; 2 EI(J(?[]{E? Cowes t(&/()ulijr(r:chmn Race. JULY
race. - 2Vtr Edgartown World Lup, 1 CYCA Digital Winter Serics
12 Corum China Sca Race, Hong Kong to EJngA“rm“'"' Martha’s Vineyard Island, 8 CYCA Digital Winter Serics.
Manila. 0 e I .. Mil kee 15 CYCA Digital Winter Series.
19 Corum China Scn.Scrics, sccond 30-3 \L‘(J/i.nmmv Y“LCJ;(AR“CL' thvaukee, 22 CYCA Digital Winter Series.
inshore race, Manila. 1sconsin, o N dini 29 CYCA Ladies Day, Chris Lee Trophy.
20 Corum China Sca Series, third inshore 5-15 IS"“R'd“"“ Cup, Porto Cervo, Sardinia,
race, Manila. taly. AUGUST
18-22 50-Foot St Thomas World Cup. St 11-22 ;Y/orld Quarter Ton Cup. Bayone, 4 Jupiters Yacht Classic, Sydney-Gold
Thomas, US Virgin Islands. opan. Coast Race.
29-5 Antigna Week, L%cwnrd Islands, West 15 BOC Challenge Around the World
Indics. Alone Race, Newport, RI, USA. VICTORIA
MAY 21 RORC Cherbourg Race, Cowes, UK,
5 Whitbread final leg, Ft 22-29 Maxi world champ, Newport, RI, APRIL .
L1udcrd1]c-Southil'1mpt0nv USA. 13 Queenscliff-Port Faircy Race, ORCV
5 Antigua Week, Leeward Islands, West OCTOBER ii RI\\'A(\:(Y E“St‘:‘r f:‘:“‘sc to ])hll_l“P Island.
Indics. 3-7 30-Foot Newport World Cup, Serics 1, ][;1 . S “?‘f' Regatta, St Kilda to
10-12 Baltic SAS Cup. Copenhagen, Newpore RI, USA, argowric.
Denmark. NOVEMBER MAY
13-16 'SI‘OCx:::k I:;:“:]‘]:“‘;?fnl‘c‘"c 1-8 Maxi world champ, Serics 3, St 5-6 Association Cup interclub teams event;
rintte-sur-mer, france. Thomas, Virgin Islands. CHS Team Challenge; Hempel
19-26  Weck of the Straits, Yacht Club Costa ' § JOG) VYC I,‘r’csgzi‘f;(.slé’l‘l“’?vf,“c")
Smeralda, Sardinia, Italy. B‘EZ%EMBI;R Tel Asia Pacific IOR/IMS SYC ! P B
20-26 Ocean Racing Champion of - orTel Asia Pacific Nauri
Loan g e Championship Regatta, Cruising Yacht 13 Nautical News 2-Hander, ORCV.
Champions, Lymington, UK. P! pl 27 NEC Winter Serics
23-27  50-Foot Tortola World Cup, British Club of Australia, Sydney, Aust. IOR/VYC/CHS/IOG. RYCY. Race |
Virgin Islands. 26 NorTel Sydney-Hobart Race, CYCA, JOG. , Race 1.
25 RO‘RC North Sea Race, UK. Sydney, Aust. JUNE
26 g({)lﬁc (lii)ul;nhnm (UK) to Nicuwport 1991 10 NEC Winter Serics, RYVC, Race 2.
Hollan ace, ) MARCH 24 NEC Winter Series, RYCV, Race 3.
30-4 Ulrimate Yacht Race, San Francisco, 23 Yamaha Cup Melbourne to Osaka
USA. Double-Handed Race, Australia to Jury
JUNE Japan, 1 Western Port Marina Classic, ORCV
2 Round the Isle of Wight Race, Cowes, Winter Serics, Port Phillip,
= JULY-AUGUST N
UK. 5 o IOR/CHS/VYC, Race 1.
4-17  World Half Ton Cup, Dublin, Ircland. 216 Champagne Mumm Admiral's Cup, 8 NEC Winter Scrics, RYCV, Race 4.
10 Two-Handed TransAtlantic Race, UDKY‘-‘ cean Racing Club. Cowes. 15 Western Port Marina Classic, ORCV,
Royal Western YC, Plymouth, UK. DECEM . Race 2.
16-17 RORC IMS national champ, Cowecs, BI?R . . . 22 NEC Winter Series, RYCV, Race 5.
UK. Zoutlmrn Cross Cup, CYCA, Sydney, 29 Western Port Marina Classic, ORCV,
23 Bermuda Ocean Race, Annapolis-St ust. Race 3.
Georges, USA. 26 Sydney-Hobart Race, CYCA, Sydney,
23 RORC Around Ircland Race. Ireland. Aust. f‘ZUGUST
. Western Port Marina Classic, ORCV,
JuLy _ N NEW SOUTH WALES Race 4.
4-8 ,Lrjl::’s‘“ss\';d“ Race, Corpus Christi, 1990 26 Western Port Marina Classic, ORCV,
4-14 World Threequarter Ton Cup. APRIL Race.
F]cn\sburg. Germany. 3 Caltex Sydney-Mooloolaba Race, SEPTEMBER
6-7 JOG Cowes to Cbcrbourg Rﬂ.cc, UK. MHYC. 8 Western Port Marina Classic, ORCV,
8 RORC CHS Nationals, Lymington, 12 CYCA Easter Cruise, Sydney to Portsea-Hastings, 58 nm.
UK. . Ulladulla. 9 Western Port Cup, ORCV,
13 RORC'CO\\’CS St Mﬁlu Race, UK. 22 CYCA Ladics Day, Jill McLay Trophy.
16-20 Cork Week, Royal Cork YC, Ireland. 29 CYCA Commodore’s Day-Veteran QUEENSLAND
21 RORC Europeans Cup, Brighron, Yacht Race.
UK-Puerto Sherry, Spain. MAY APRIL
22 RWYC Armada Cup, Plymouth-San 6 CYCA Digital Winter Series, Harbour 3 Caltex Sydney-Mooloolaba Race,
Scbastian. race. MHYC. X
28 Acgean Cup, Istanbul, Turkey. 13 CYCA Digital Winter Scrics 5-12 XXXX Gold Coast Winter Regatta,
29 RYS Regatta, Cowes, UK. 20 CYCA Digital Winter Serics S‘YC‘ .
30-9 World One Ton Cup, Marstrand, 26 East-West Airlines 3 Caltex State of Origin Challenge,
Sweden. MHYC/MYC.
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9-12 XXXX Gold Cup Regatta, RQYS.

13 Australian Airlines Brisbane-Gladstone
Race, QCYC.

17 Gladstone-Hamilton Island Race, Port
Curtis YC.

21-29 X XXX Ansctt Hamilton Island Race
Week Regatta, Hamilton Island YC.

MAY

5 Nissan Coral Sea Classic, Racc 1,
Townsville-Cairns.

12 Sheraton Mirage Gold Coast-Noumea
Race, SYC.

14 Nissan Coral Sca Classic, Race 2,
Cairns-Port Moresby.

20 Nissan Coral Sca Classic, Race 3, Port
Moresby-Samarai.

26 Sheraton Mirage Noumea-Gold Coast
Race, SYC/CNC.

29 Nissan Coral Sca Classic, Race 4.

Samarai- Townsville.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

6 Fremantle-Albany Race, 325 nm,
RPYC/PRSC.

1990 LEVEL RATING
WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

JUNE

4-17 Half Ton Cup, Howth, UK.

JULY

4-14 Threequarter Ton Cup, Flensburg,
Germany.

30-9 One Ton Cup, Marstrand, Sweden.

AUGUST

10-18 Mini Ton Cup, Oslo, Norway.
SEPTEMBER
11-22 Quarter Ton Cup, Bayona, Spain.

INTERNATIONAL
WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS,
OLYMPIC CLASS
REGATTAS,INT:
MATCH-RACING
NEW SOUTH WALES

1990

APRIL

14-22 ACY Cup match-racing, Tita,
Yugoslavia

27-6 Soling European champ, Chiemsce,
Fed Rep of Germany.

MAY

3-6 Danish Olympic Spring Regatta,

Glostrup, Denmark.

16-20 Royal Lymington Cup match racing,
Rovyal Lymington YC, Lymington,

UK.

23-27 SPA Regatta, Olympic classes, Bunnik,
The Netherlands.

30-6 Tornado European champ, Neusiedler

Sce, Austria.

JUNE

9-16 Hobie 17 world champ, Toronto,
Canada.

9-19 Finn European champ, Hayling Island,
UK.

16-22 Dragon, Duke of Edinhurgh Cup,
Royal Yacht Sqdn, Cowes, UK.

16-24 Kicler Woche Regatta,
Olympic/International
classes/IOR/IMS offshore, Kieler YC,
Kiel, Federal Republic of Germany.

16-24 Int. de France Kouros Cup
match-racing, St Tropez, France.

JULY

3-9 Wonien’s 420 world champ, Muira,
Japan.

5-15 Finn Gold Cup, Flensburg, Fed Rep
Germany.

7-13 Dragon Gold Cup, Dun Loaghaire,
Scotland.

9-14 Moth world champ, Thunersee,
Switzerland.

12-22 IYRU Youth world champ, Laser,
Laser2, Mistral, Muiden, The

Netherlands.

13-21 Yngling world champ, Geneva,
Switzerland.

20-28 Star European champ, Larcdo, Spain.

20-28 Travemunde Woche Regarta,
Olympic/nt classes, Lubcek, Fed Rep
Germany.

22-29 Europe dinghy world champ, Livorno,
Ttaly.

23-28 J24 world champ, Royal Irish YC,
Dublin, Ireland.

23-28 Dragon European champ, Lake Thun,

Switzerland.

25-31 420 world champ, Crozon-Morgat,
France.

30-5 Tallin Weck, Tallin, Olympic/Int
classes/IOR, Estonia, USSR.

AUGUST

1-4 Goodwill Games, 470m/w, Lechner

Div. It m/w, Finn. Scattle,
Washington, USA.

2-12 IYRU world womens champ,
470/Europe/Mistral, Hoorn, The
Netherlands.

4-12 Cowes Week, [OR/Dragon/E22/F15
cte, Cowes, UK.

6-17 Laser world champ, Newport R.1..
USA.

10-17 ]24 Nth American champ, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, USA.

16-26 SPA Worlds, world champs for
Soling/Tornado, 470m/w, Mcdemblik,
The Netherlands.

18-1 505 world champ, Kingston, Canada.

18-24 CORK Wecek Regatta, Olympic/Int
classes, Kingston, Canada.

25-31 E22 Nth American champ, Kingston,
Canada.

30-8 Flying Dutchman world champ,
Newport RI, USA.

SEPTEMBER

2-9 Contender world champ, Hayling
Island, UK.

8-18 5.5 Metre world champ, Torquay, UK.

14-17 Toba Cup match-racing, Japan.

15-22 Laser Masters world champ, New
Bedford, USA.

17-21 Soling Nth Amecrican champ, San
Francisco, USA.

19-30 Star world champ, Cleveland, Ohio,

USA.

23-3 Int Speed Sailing champ, West Kirby,
UK.

30-10 Fircball world champ, Enoshima,
Japan.

8-14 Squadron Challenge match-racing,

Rovyal New Zealand Yacht Sqdn,
Auckland, NZ.

12-20 E22 Asia/Pacific champ, Royal Hong
Kong YC, Hong Kong.

16-26 Lecher Div 11 sailthoard world champ,
Bucnos Aires, Argentina.

NOVEMBER
24-1 Hobic 16 world champ, Bahia, Brazil.

1991

JANUARY
5.5 Metre world champ, Royal Prince
Alfred YC, Sydney NSW.
Int. Cat Challenge Trophy (Little
America’s Cup), McCracs YC,
McCrae, Vic.

2-12 E22 world champ, Royal Freshwater
Bay YC, Fremantle, WA.

14-20 Toshiba Int match-racing, Sajima,
Japan.

22-29 Europe dinghy world champ, Buzios,
Brazil.

JUNE

10-21 J24 world champ, Greece.
22-28 Kieler Woche Olympic Regata, Keil,

Germany.

JULY

23-7 Olympic Practice Regatta, Barcelona,
Spain.

AUGUST

5-11 I'YRU World youth champ, Largs,
Scotland.

22-30 Soling world champ, Rochester, USA

SEPTEMBER
Star world champ, Cannes, France.
1-10 E22 world champ, San Francisco,
USA.

20-27 IYRU world women's champ, Long
Beach, USA.

OCTOBER
12-22 470 world champ, Royal Queensland
Yacht Sqdn, Brisbane, Aust.
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