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Cover: The CUIm before the storm, o1-
though at the time no one would hove
culled the CYCA marina in Boxing Doy
morning onything resembling CUIm.
The atmosphere before the stort of the
AWA Sydney-Hobort Yocht Roce is o1-
woys highly chorged, OS lost minute
preporotions ore mode rimidst milling
throngs und piping musicians' A sunny
slurt to the 1984 event soon become

clouded, und the largest ever non-
southern Cross Cup fleet, for the next
several days, took o proper dusting. Not
o11 of the dust hos yet settled, und in
our next issue Offshore will report on
the results of the Soiling Committee
inquiry into this year's Roc6. PHOTO BY

.

Offshore Signals
Letters: thanks to our major sponsor, AWA; more about QLD; Great Chain-
pagne Yacht Race. Hobart retirements inquiry. New CYCA YardMarina
Manager. 1985 Ulladulla series. Noumea Race cancelled. Southport Race
set for '86. Bicycle thefts threaten LHI Race. Maxi duel expected at Hamilton
Is. series. Product News: new AWA Pilotphone XI VHF; new Sydney
Harbour book; Shag/Off; pre-cooked meals in pouches; surplus chandlery

Why weather beat the Hobart fleet
Bruce Stannard raises some interesting questions about this year's Hobart
Race; a reprint from The Bulletin.

Biggles' Col
Columnist Commodore John Brooks puts the 1984 Hobart in perspective.

To Hubart tvia New Zealand) with Indian Pacific
Two-times prize winning Navigator Lindsay May looks at the Hobart Race
from the deck of the winning yacht, and has doubts of his own about the
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incredulity of officials.

Is the alternative way the right Way?
Tony Cable investigates alternative penalties awarded in this year's HDbart
and questions the long term viability of alternative penalties.

As a matter of fact

Frank Sticovich reviews the press on this year's Hobart and presses a point
of his own.

A meteorological post in ortem of the Hobar,
Weatherman Roger Badham has a look in depth at why the weather cut up
so rough after Boxing Day 1984 and why the seas were as bad as they were.
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Beam Ends

Reporter/photographer Robin Copeland covers this and that around the
Club, and takes a passing look at the anniversary of Greenwich Mean Time
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Offshore

Signals
Lost Offshore?
CYCA Members may well have thought the
Decemberryanuary issue of Offshore was lost
at sea, and we apologise to readers, advertis-
ers and contributors for its lateness. Fate

conspired against us in December. We had
everything well under control - in fact, the
magazine was delivered to the Club earlier
than it has ever been in December - on the

12th. Unfortunately, we understand that,
with the pre-Christmas panic in the office,
no staff was available to put the magazine
into envelopes and to post it until after
Christmas. Australia Post then conspired to
compound the injury; our copy did not
arrive until January 10th, and we believe
some were later than that. .

enough, over a few quiet drinks a few years
later, in 1969, it was agreed that the
problem could be solved in Hobart Town
after that year's blue water classic. The
advantages were pretty obvious:

A location 600-0dd miles from home, on
an island what's more. Pretty hard to be
nabbed by untoward mothers-in-law or
disgyuntled bank managers!;
Timewise, normally a little up one's
sleeve before returning to Sydney and the
mundane aspects of next year's
commitments;

Surely the place to swap stories of the
Race as well as sharing a few yarns
without any time limit.

So, an invitation was issued to a few of our

friends. I think I should, respectfully, point
out to Commodore Hedberg that the Quiet
Little Drink IQLDj has never had, and has
never sought, any affiliation with either the
CYCA or the RYCT. in fact, on the initial
invitation only the time, date and dress
regulations were listed; no venue was
indicated in order to maintain anonymity.
Furthermore, considerable (enjoyableI effort
was spent by both of us touring possible
watering holes to ensure that the original
get-together was held away from
Constitution Dock so as not to get
yachtsmen in general involved and to
maintain privacy and decorum for our
selected guests.

it is now part of history that the first QLD
was held at the Shipwrights Arms in 1969,
after consultation with the management.

The scene is still very vivid in my mind,
A cold, fresh sou'easter blowing across the
river as we arrive at 1000 sharp and from
the little back bar, the walls lined with
pictures of sailing vessels dating back to the
beginning of Hobart itself. There were only
a couple of locals in the beautiful stone pub
when we put the money down to buy
100 beers for our friends (if and when they
arrive I. I think the rest is common
knowledge.

The tradition remains, and in order to
keep the number of 'local residents'
(referred to in Commodore Hedberg's letterI
to a minimum, or unwanted gate crashers
away (local or foreignj, the venue still
remains unannounced each year and, on
top of this, it is regularly changed.

Letters

The QLD
The Editor, Offshore
I refer to the December1984/1anuary 1985
issue of Offshore and the letter to the Editor
titled "Quiet Little Drink" written by
Mr 01af Hedberg, Commodore, RYCT. I
would like to make the following
comments.

Back in the sixties, as a fairly relaxed
bachelor I noticed to my dismay that on
many occasions when one was just starting
to enjoy a few snorts (quiet drinksj with
friends, in places such as the CYC bar, how
many times, family, business, women
commitments etc. came up with members
of the group and how often the fellowship
had to be terminated at the expense of
joviality and increasing good humour. The
people so affected by this adversity came
from a pretty broad spectrum - paid hands,
company directors, professional tennis
coaches, interstate yachtsmen, airline
pilots, up-and-coming clerks, millionaires,
butchers, stock brokers, journalists, and
even the odd knight of the realm - real

Obviously this was a serious situation,
and perhaps when William Shakes peare
had Hamlet say, a few hundred years ago,
' 'What a weary, stale, flat and unprofitable
world it is. To be or not to be, that is the
question. ", he was close to the mark. IDo
we really need navigators?!I

Because of the important nature of the
matter and the necessity of confidentiality,
I approached that well known short fat bald
man, raconteur, bespectacled yachtsman
and good friend, Arithony Leigh Cable. I
had first met 'Top Cat' in 1965 in Bicheno
on the way back after that year's HDbart
Race. At the time he impressed me with his
open- minded ness and the way he could
tell a good story, gesticulating wildly but
still managing to get through a can of
Cascade at a reasonable pace. So, strangely

it is unfortunate that perhaps a few
people, and perhaps not always yachtsmen,
bring discredit to these discreet functions.
However, I do recall the odd Sunday school
picnic in years gone by not having always
gone according to plan.

Although, for mainly business and family
reasons, I have not made the trip for a
couple of years, I would point out to the
Commodore that the only publicity I have
seen here has been good and it has come to
my attention as a part of general post-Race
activities.

I feel that people should also be aware
that, right from the start, yachtsmen at the
QLD have always contributed to those less
fortunate, by donations. Considerable funds
have been given to the Tasmanian Crippled
Childrens Association, and a sizeable
amount has been raised to send a young
Tasmanian ocean racer overseas to a major
regatta each year. The first recipient may
well go this year.

Furthermore, I must say how
disappointed I am in the Commodore's
attitude overall. I say this as this country
goes downhill at a great rate of knots
because of the knockers and the do-gooders
- the negative thinkers, people who want to
make black people white and men into
women or vice versa. Those who

discriminate against effort and talent
because it is different from the norm. Soon

we will all be grey.
Let's keep this out of ocean racing, for the

sea treats everyone the same.
Perhaps Huey did not take Commodore

Hedberg's letter too lightly either. it was not
published until after the fleet had left, and
then a lot of them did not arrive in Hobart.

in conclusion, I quote that famous saying,
"Stand aside you shallow draft men and let
a true deep blue swell pass you by".

Yours faithfully
10hn Dawson

ocean racers.

Great Champagne Race
The Editor, Offshore
it was a sparkling summer day on Sydney
Harbour Sunday t6th December for the
Laurent Perrier Great Champagne Yacht
Race. More than 110 yachts and
2000 people participated in a 15 knot NE
breeze and perfect sailing conditions.
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Left to right: CYCA Race Director Peter Bysdyk,
Bon SUGres und und Bon MacMoster. Boyview
Harbour Development

participants through most of the waters
charted in the late t770s and early 1800s by
Bass and F1inders and other famous naviga-
tors. Each stage will be named after one of
these great sailors.

The stages of the race will be:
From-to (nautical miles) Start

Sydney-Moololaba 1480 rimj 20/8/88

Brisbane-Cairns 1700 rimj 28/8/88

Cairns-Darwin 11400 rimj 10/9/88

Darwin-Dampier 1865 rimj 25/9/88

Fremantle-Adelaide 11340 rimj 22/10/88

Adelaide-HDbart 1530 rim) 5/11/88

HDbart-Melbourne 1490 rimj 16/11/88

Melbourne-Sydney 1640 rim) 26/11/88

The AYF has delegated the conduct of the
race to a committee of six prominent yachts-
men who have experience in race organisa-
tion, safety and promotion. David Holloway,
immediate past President of the AYF, is
Chairman. The Race Director is Geoff Foster,
immediate past Commodore of MHYC and
an experienced passage race director. Spon-
sorship is under the guidance of CYCA Rear
Commodore and Sailing Committee
Chairman, David Kenett. Frank Likely,
Chairman of the YA of NSW Safety Commit-
tee, will look after safety. Executive Director
is Ian Pullar, retired RAN Captain and past
Hydrographer of the Navy, now Coaching
Director of the AYF. .

Southport Race set for
1986
Race Director Peter Rysdyk has just returned
from a meeting with the sponsors of the
1986 Bayview Harbour Sydney-Gold Coast
Yacht Race and a visit to the mammoth new
bar improvement works, an enormous un-
dertaking and attempt to tame the infamous
Southport Bar.

The Race, now definitely set to start on
Saturday, t6 August T986, promises to be a
success timed to fill a gap between the end
of our Winter Series and the start of the

summer season. The Club expects some
100 yachts to cross the starting line in three
divisions: 10R, Performance Handicap Divi-
sion, and Cruising Division. The fleet will
be considerably swelled by a great number
of motor cruisers intending to come to Syd-
ney to excort the fleet up the coast to the
Southport Yacht Club.

After a few lay days, the 10R yachts will
start in the Surfer's Paradise Gold Cup Se-
ries, a series of two short and one long ocean
race organised by the Southport Yacht Club
and the CYCA.

Special events will be organised for non-
10R yachts. Tremendously attractive Gold
Coast travel packages will be arranged by
sub-sponsors TAA, Quality Inns and Herts
Rent-a-car.

You will find in this issue of Offshore a
special reply card which, if returned to the
Club, will ensure that you receive future
newsletters about this exciting new CYCA
event. .

tourists, pedal their way along palm lined
lanes in the delightful unmotorised atmos-
phere of this paradise island. Cars are almost
unknown. Yachtsmen, perhaps not appreci-
ating the significance of the bicycle on the
island, 'borrow' them, which is on the island
akin to stealing a car on the mainland. This
year 'borrowing' infuriated islanders and
tourists alike. Some 70 instances of disap-
peared bikes were reported.

To aggravate the matter, many of the mis-
appropriated two-wheelers were simply
dumped in the bushes, some twenty not
being found until after the yachts had sailed
out of the lagoon and over the horizon.

Race Director Peter Rsydyk has been ad-
vised that should this recur, the 1985 Lord
Howe Race will be the last.

That will indeed be a shame. .

Bicycle thefts put LHl
Race at risk
The future of the popular Lord Howe Island
Yacht Race, sponsored by Sylvania-CTE and
organised by the Cosford Aquatic Club, is in
serious doubt, and the absurd reason is
pushbike stealing by yachtsmen.

There were some 71 applications for entry
in the 1984 Race to fill a mere 25 places, the
limit imposed because of logistical dimcul-
ties on this small island with a local popu-
Iation of only 280.

The pushbike is the mode of transport on
Lord Howe. Young and old, residents and

Bicentennary
'Round Australia
Race
What is being billed as the "greatest sailing
adventure since the times of Bass and F1in-
ders - a 7000 nautical mile race around the
Australian continent' ' - has been scheduled

for August 1988, the AYF recently an-
nounced. The race will be in nine stages, the
first to leave from Sydney (August 20,1988j
and the last to finish there in December of
the same year. The course will take the

Maxi duel set for
Hamilton Island
After being blown out of the Hobart Race,
two of the world's fastest maxi yachts, Con-
dor and Ragamuffin, have decided to have a
showdown during Hamilton Island Race
Week in April. Condor was forced out of the
Hobart by steering problems and Ragamuffin
retired with a damaged rig and an injured
crewman. Neither had a chance, therefore,
to settle the argument as to who's fastest.

With a smaller rig last year, Ragamuffin
completely dominated the line honours con-
tests during the inaugural Hamilton Island
Race Week in 1984. Apollo couldn't hold
her. The series attracted some 92 yachts last
year, and organisers expect a fleet of 120
this year.

A new Farr 55-footer from New Zealand,
Cotton Blossom, will be there to keep the
other maxis honest. Superbly built in Kauri
and fitted out to the highest standards, Cot-
ton Blossom is capable of speeds over
20 knots and can be expected to be snapping
at the heels of the bigger yachts.
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Townhall House, 456 Kent Street, Sydney, 2000
IAdjacent to St Andrews Public Carparkj

1021 2675477110 linesI TLX AA7si20 TARB Lic N0 8160s

TAURUS TRAVEL IN CONJUNCTION WITH

BRITISH AIRWAYS

*. ADMIRAL'S Cup
24 J"Iy to I O A"gust I 985CowES, E"am""

As the Official Agent for the Australian Team we have
negotiated some great airfare, hotel and tour deals.
For optional extensions we are offering Free return flights from
London to many European destinations, including Paris, Frankfurt
and Amsterdam.

71r COMM""WEALT" GAMES
EDI"Bum", 24 J"Iy to 2 A"g"SI I986
First release - Be early. Seven night packages at the Games are
now available. We have a choice of either hotel or private
accommodation, but hurry, the hotel rooms, which are right in
Edinburgh, are limited. London stopovers and optional tour
extensions can also be arranged.

*. T"E Brims" CPE" GOLF TOUR"AME"T
17-20 J"Iy 1986null"BERRY, SCOTLA""

MME""AM, 27 September to 4 October I 985
London Accommodation (20 minutes from Twickenham) and an
excellent air fare is available from Taurus Travel. Attend the ever
popular Golden Oldies Rugby Tournament held in the UK this
year. Optional tours and free return flights from London to
certain European cities can also be offered to those wishing to
extend their stay.

SPECIAL EVE"TS I" BRITAl"

. .

*. GOLDE" CLUES 4th WORLD RUGBY TOUR"AME"T

J^

>

<
I
<

Allsett

THE WINNER

Mr Ray Roberts (Impetuous), Managing Director of Skilled Engineering
Pty. Ltd. , won a trip to San Francisco in our December lottery draw.
All clients who book or refer others to Taurus Travel receive a ticket in
our lottery. The next draw will be on 28th June. The prize is two return
tickets to Singapore plus three nights at the Goodwood Park Hotel.
Ray Roberts

FOR A FULL LIST OF COMING EVENTS OR TRADE FAIRS IN THE U. K.

contact TAURUS TRAVEL
^.^..^.
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New ZeniOnd PHOTO BY IAN MAINSBRiDCE COURTESY NEWS LTD

Somewhere in the gale-lashed Tas-
man was the body of 70-year-old
Wally Russell, lost in mountainous
seas.

The mood in Hobart was sombre
and reflective. A sea change had over-
taken those who had made it just as it
had overwhelmed those who had

turned back. Russell's sudden, lonely
death at sea evoked a universal me Ian-

choly. The shared experience of per-
haps the wildest weather they were
ever likely to encounter had left them
awestruck at the sheer destructive
power of wind and waves.

They were emotions which must
have ebbed and flowed up and down
the 630 miles from Sydney to Hobart as
the remnants of the 155-strong fleet
which had set out so confidently in
bright Boxing Day sunshine limped
back, battered and broken.

But, carefully hidden beneath the
surface, emotions far more fundamen-
tal were at work. A great myth had
been exploded. Even if they were
afloat in the world's most sophisticated

high-tech boats, the men and women
who sailed them no longer seemed so
rock-solid certain of their ability to sur-
vive. Their confidence in the mirecu-
IOUs materials Kevlar and carbon fibre
and all the scientific gadgetry that
made their boats the fastest, lightest,
most exciting ocean racing machines
the world has seen had been knocked

as nat as they were in the howling
wind.

Word had filtered through f rom
Sydney that two crack crewmen from
the new Farr 43, Droke 's Proyer. Peter
Kurts' highly fancied Admiral's Cup
contender, had been swept into the sea
- and rescued - when the boat was
pooped by a gigantic sea and knocked
on her beam ends off Cabo Island. it

that sort of thing could happen to one
of the very best equipped and best
manned of all the racing yachts. what
price the smaller and more vulnerable
boats?

Sensing the dangers of a conserva-
tive backlash. there were those who
sought to smooth over what had hap-

pened to the fleet. Kurts, a former HD-
ban winner and one of the most dis-
tinguished figures in world ocean
racing, was first among those who dis-
missed any suggestion that the new
boats might be unsound. David Forbes,
the Star Class Olympic gold medallist
who had been with him and who has
just ordered a similar Farr 50, backed
him up. They took the view that, far
from being a signal of inadequacy or
vulnerability, the withdrawal of two
thirds of the fleet was testimony to the
great good sense and seamanship of
the competitors. That was certainly a
reasonable view. Yet there could be no
denying the Cruising Yacht Club of
Australia (CYCA) retirement tally:

Loss of rig, nine; rig damage, eight;
sail failure, six; structural or hull dam.
age, eight; steering failure, three; gear
damage, two ; unspecified damage,
three; electrical failure, three; sea-
sickness, four; crew in (glandular
fever) one; unspecified reasons. 57.

That grim litany prompted jinmedi-
ate assurances that there would be a

OFFSHORE - February-March 1985 - 9



., '8U!lieddP aqj 01 IPUO!SS8J
.OJdam uioJj pe!JPA, , e!IeJjSnV U!
spJepueis 8U!PI!nq. neoq p!BS 1.18qnoj

.,'pJeoq uo Jeeq
10 aspO eJiX8 uB d!qS MeJo aqj ueqM
uno pad!, w s, rein 8u!ABS 10 PUN aqj
S, reljL 'ino sq!I am 8u!Ae81 Aq (8X, 'ZZi
q109 A1uo peAes Aeqj paleiu!ise I 'neoq
IPO!dAi A1J!DJ aUO UO tugOg!Us!SU!
AlejnjoSqe aq 01 co leiU!U!in OS aJe aAes
Kgql SISOO Joqej PUB Sri!ABS Iq8!am aqL
'JonggJ Alejes aqj Aid!lintu o1 peJ!ribaJ
are reql Sq!J ino OAe8j iteql uo!soyuoo
ipqj 10 rinseJ B SV 'Ile re 8U!q18Uies aqj
IOU aJB iteqL 'q18U9JIS 111!, it SS8UjJ!us
asnjUOO aid09d unq IseUiPJJ u8aNLj
-aq ODPds aqli 18uBd IJ!is AleA B SexPUi
SUpjS 110!MPUBS qi!A1 UO!pinusU0010 pO
-1119ui tugpoiu aqi 31u!qi I 'Us!Sap J!aqi
U! SJOjOBj Jingles 88Jej ARUa!agJns At o1
~IP I. UOP A9qj rein, , 'p!BS all ,,'SS8Uiq8!I
tinym passesqo OS eruooeq aidoed. ,

'U! pOAeo Kidui!s uioiioq
J8q SoA8!18q 1.19qnoj 'ODPJ UpqOH eru un
gladU10001 lieUPAS 01 item J8q UO SPM
uoisejJoq0 '6461 J9qUle080 un PUBISj
SJ9pU!1:1 110 SPUBq Ile ql!in p8qS!UBA
qO!q, VL UOjS81JDq0 1110P, t Up!UBUISBL 8111
10 eaueJeaddes!p snO!JarsAUi aqj quit
Sri!muleis 31u!I o1 rung pel s8u!pug SIH
'SJ8U8!Sap NDPA Aq perunsse uaeq peq
ueqj Jeq8!q seui!I aA!! o1 Jnoj - 11q8!aq
PUB peedS OAB, vi 8111 PUB 190q gun
10 82!S 8111 u0 8u!puedepj 110u! aJenbs e
qj09 unoqe aJem 8u!mulejs un paleJeua8
seJnsseJd 8111 reqj palejnojeo I. ^aqnoj

'8U!mulejS roedUl!
itq pesodui! Sppoj aqj pug o1 ,, SIqoeA
pel!Bj, , slipo aq TBqA\ Jo uo!reu!ulpxe
up openi peq - Jouu!, v\ ODEJ lieqOH
JoulJOj P PUB 1,181BS UO VDAO aq1 01
J8S!Ape 'Jou8!sep 1110eA pelou e - AUS
.JaA!un erunoqje, v Ie Bungou!8U:!I IBD!
.Upq09, V 10 JossajoJd '1.18qnoj Janed

,,'SPBOj 8U!mulejS landiU!
neo am IBqm eaue!Jedxa Keni aJeqM
S! SIqL 'Sipoq PIO aqi 10 odens 888 IBIDi
8111 310ei KanL Tie PUB aJOj IRU OSIe aJe
1181/1 pug inoq aq1 10 Sap!S aqj UO SeeJe
ipU OABq Op '18/11 punoJ A1qBUOSB8J
aJBeyeOq mapoiu 8111 10 Suou
'30s amenlUv\,, 'p!BS aq ,.'ODPjJns qs!I
-leg e u0 8u!PUBj SE peq se Jeeu aJeqm
.OU S! I! 80BJ. ms pepunoJ e UO Spuej
pug OAR, ,\ 8111 110 SIIPJ 1110Bit aqj 11, ,
'aJnjoTUIS aq1 10 SS8UIBU aql UO papuad
.ap PUB Sd!LISP!Ulp 10 pJBM. 101 se, b\
Bare logdiU! learnJO aqi p!BS aimed

,,. suou!P
-UDO aseijj un SIPOq J!aqi 10 Suouej
.!lull aqi OSIe unq anb!uqoej 108JJ008111
A1UO IOU pause81 OABq OqM. SJ8ddpjS
May e awnb aJe aJetjj ODPJ I. ^eqoH usej
aql Jane Iqnop ou PUB eaueJou8! sris
.JaA aspenvioir:I 10 JewelU B S, I! S8U!un
as8qj lie o1 tnnop 188 noA U8ijM, ,

'J!B UNj o1U!

uno PUB useJo aqi 118noJqi 8u!qseJO Aid
.in!S ueqi JailieJ ap!s Jej aqi mmop ap!Is
o1 flueppnS ABMe pollnd aq ueqi PUB
OABM e Jo gapj alll dn usej IleS ueO iteql

9861 qaJeyv-AJenJqa. !I - 3180HS. !IJ0 ~ 01

reqj 81qeJAn80ueUI OS aJP SIqDB, t use .suodS8J aqi 10 qOnUI Pm peaU!AUOO
-POW ', itoq am JapUn Jap, V\ 8U!d88>I. s! 71 1018JO pug 1810JO SJa8uajieqo dno
co o1 peJJaJeJ Keni qo!qm pad018A8p s. Boueiuv aqi peU8!Sep Onin '81/1tBd
Kgqi anb!uqoei e unoqe paxjei (J00 801,, 'SJau8!Sap 8111 Aq pal aq o1
-10di IBDq S. APJBH ui!I PJeOqe AleJo aqi soAjesuiatjj Moile PUB sanbaqo u8!S usn!
IPOjjpj aJeM ueiui, 18J0 9I qO!q, V\ U!) gagJ lienL 'PUB nunjq am unoJj pug theqs aqj
larusP. !161 SnOJISBS!p aql JailV 'U9ddBq Momj I, upIno1vt oqA\ Sad{I OA!Ina8X8
I. useop reqi reqi OS AISnO!ingo pel!eS aleJodJoo PUB sexojq qo!J 'so!mump
aq o1 OAeq Aeqi rein SIqOBA UJ8pOUI Aliensn aJ, Kenj, , asnB08q peruejq aq
aseqi 11/111y\ poolsJ8pun aq 01 SBq I! IOU pinoqs sJeumO neoq PIPS U80XO'I
SdeqJea 's8u!PROj asoqi Joj Alone 01 IBD.,. pea!10d
.!lopJd AlleiOi S. I! aJnS IOU Ui. I 'S8U!pBOj aq upo ipqj 8u!qi8iUOS 'Igo!lopJd 8U!ql
iannssaJd) q8!q AISnOpu8Ui8Ji 188 11!in -eunos aq o1 108 s. 11 inq auop aq o1 SEq
noA 818ue 81q!ssod isJOM aql re Jane, VL 8u!memos 'SOBJ lipqoH SIqi 10 suossei
aqi 8u!111q 80ejJns IPu aql qi!it J!P aqlaqi inoqe pJeq 31u!111 PUB mmOP Us 01
q8noJqj ur, lop SIIej PUB aAem e 10 do I OAeq oqM SAn8 aqi aJe A8qL 'SJ9:jugq
aqj q8noJqi uno S8!u aJB SIqOeA UJ8pOIU uopuoT 10 nounq e re SUI>1001 aJem noA
asaqi SE pu!A1 aql UO usej IqoB, , P u8qm. JeeMs pino, vi noA PUB Sune81U }101 Aug
reql SnO!Aqo AllaJd s. 11, . :p!BS aH01 00 'AlejBS InOqB BUNjAue Mou>I 01

'ODPJ upqoH S, JP8A SIql pas!JapBJBqO Iuaas I. uop AaqL, , 'p!BS aq ,.'seJnionJIS
qo!q, vi seas asojo pug deals '8!q AleA neoq inoqe 8u!qjAue Mou:I SalrU aql
aqj un 81qeJeujnA ApejnO!lied aJE SIInll groinuuoj Allenioe Oqm. SaxOjq aq1 10
q08j-q8!11 aqi '81/1tBd 01 SUIPJOOOV1,181 AleA. , '91n}18JoqSjJO IPuo!lousejuj

,, '110 1191 usn! 11 'J8q188 aqj 10 sJojeJjs!u!ulpe samejq uooxeT
.Owe 188.1 Jaq ISOj eyeoq qoet-q8!q aseqi.,'SJB8A
10 auo reqi o8e 8uOi OS I. usent 11 'Joy01 used 8111 JaAO Mai e gunb uaeq
pornojje IOU aJojeJaqi PUB poolsJapun OARq aJeijj pug 8u!sS!in o8 eyeoq 'At o1q
IOU aJe qo!qM SOSseJis q8!q 188 noA roeoap e 188 ant uaqm. 'aJaH 'UDOoo aqi
'areqi siloq pepeoj A1!Apeq eunos aJe 10 91pp!in am un aJ. non WeJIS SSRg 10
aJeqi 'A1qei!A8u! 'OS '11nlj 8111 U!0! flail1 91pp!un aqi u! aJ, noA uaqm ing 'Aping
areq, ,A itoJJeu Award aJe Kgql 'SI88>I Sal!un 01 Upq19JOUI OU AllenSn S! 110!qm.
aqj 10 u8!Sap a!meatp p!nU paroAej aqjnod iseJeau aqj o1u! 11nd usn! noA
10 asneoag 'SIInq o1 SIeex 10 unauiqoei 118noi eyes I! nailm 18uueqo qS!18u39111
-ip aqi un STUBjqoJd OSIe aJE aJ9qL, ,my 'JailieaM. peq 188 KneeJ am 'Jeqiee, vi

'SlugjqoJd aq o1 PRq 188 am uaqm 'eraH 'P!IrulSnV my
spuej aJeqj aJaqM s, pill OS 'aA!suedxe IOU Ing 'I! quit ABMe 198 Sipoq s, PIJOA\
PUB paleO!IdUi00 1,181PJ8poui S. 11 unq aq1 10 IU80Jad AleU!N 'pU!, v, APOOjq
auop aq up a 11 '11 q8noJqj peoj fleaq ou s. anew aJeqm useOO P!us 01!IPO 8111
e JeJsueJj o1 ASPe IOU s, 11 '19!laneui 110 co ueeueJJaj!paw aqj punoJe 91100j
10 nos S!qi 118noJql SnOq '81duiexe Joy new eyeoq Joy ABSjo s, IPqL 'Je, learn PUB
'alejd Apis, foeq v 'peoj fleaq Aug rugqi Ja, learn PUB Ja>leant 198 o1 panels sunoq
01U! Sumnd AnnanJ!p e S! aJaqi 'soJoo pug Jaqja80jje uno reqj Ina sJa>ipui-elm
8U!ORds Uo p!Pi SIe!J91PIU aJqg asaql Ile allL 'aU!palem 8111 punoJe Ulp PUB aJoj
qi!A1 'eaueisu! Jo, !I T! o1u! 8u!und ARUeJ singeqj sJe8u!lis 8!q Bumnd Aq, , 'PIes
-Jno aJe oldoad up111 98pejnAoii>IJejeeJ8 aq ,,'IPaq0 o1 panels old08d Uaqi Ina, ,
Joy slipo SIP!laneui asaqi un us!sep reqj 'sriuoq 8u!reJ e rugqi 8u!AIS Aq eyeoq
31U!qi I tou aJ, iteqj qa!q, *\ 'sun!p! paleo Surujs 10 uo!loinjsuoo pa8eJnooue elm
-ripeun jo qounq e aJe sJepj!nqieoq 10^lotli qnlD 8U!DB}I UDOOO IRAO}I PIO
aqj reqj Me!A 8111 o1 8u!flu mow!in 9111 PIBS 71 offDaysny Jouu!it dno s, co
'us!sap 8u!Jeeu!Sue 10 aspenViOU>I B Joy -!JamV 8111 parr8!sap o111vi 'uaoxaq

'leeu 1.19qoH. lieupAS Ienuue SIIBO UO!pinusUOO qO!, VIPUBS U! rugqj 10
asn 8111 inq peq JaAe OAPq sit SIB!. 181BUl qlOf. aq1 111!in BUDJNL IU8, vi Ieqm 'sinJej
SUIpj!nq iseq 8111 'Allenueiod 'aq us nun 91q!ssod usejdiu!s aqi un 'u!Bidxe o1
KanL, , 'p!BS Our, ea .,'SIe!laneui Mou paxse ueij, vi suoueuejdxa Jej!in!s A1qe
aqj qj!in BUDJM 8U!qjOU S. aJ9qL, ,-xJeiuaJ quit dn erueo IN 'u8!sep IqoeA

IPUO!retrialu! un seJn8g pails!n8U!I 'runiuiui

.nje aug co pJeoqpJeo paqiuooAeuoij .s!p ISOiu aqi Suouie aJe - ueuisiqoeA
'PSIBq 10 aJoo P 10 ap!S Jani!a antis UBJ8i8A Ile - uetU 88Jqi aqL 'Iuepued
qo!MPUes dn p!ei PUB u!soJ un liesj -apu! APIueJj aq o1 Ale:I!I aJoiu aJem
period SI qo!q, vi 'leans upqj Je8uoJjs 'SEIq PUB Inarii8AjOAu! IRUosJed unoJj
Soul!I OAg aq o1 PIPS aJqg loondjajjnq e 88JJ 'SUO!U!do J!aqi reqi 19/11 10 asneoaq
'JBIA8>I PI8!J PUB 8uoJjs KleineJjxe aqjAles!08Jd Sent I! Ina 'Us!Sep IqoeA aJoqs
A1Jejno!lied - SIR!JaneiU linti Mou aqj.jJO un UO!in10AaJ aqj 10 aJjuao!de 0111 re
Joy qonui AleA s! 'JaAaM. o11 'aimedAllaexa IOU aJe 1.18qnOj J81aa PUB aimed

'eonoeJd 8u!Jeau!Sue up Iv 'ueoxeT ueg reqj ami s! 11 'sJo
mapoui 10 sJapj!nqjeoq Suouie Bauer on .I!BS PUB SJ8u8!Sap 'SI081!qoJe IBABU Sri!
.8! peeJdsap!, vi e se soqposep aq 1911m .peel S, e!IPJisnV 10 Suo!u!do aqi 1118noS
10 100!IPO A1q8!11 OSIe s! aH 'Sip!JaneiU Up elm884L rein I!J!ds ipqi my SEM. 11
11.81. q8!q U! UO!PinusUOO Iq8!amiq8!I 'monoui. ISOd polonpuoo KilnJeJeo eunq
.Jedns aspJnOoua 110!qm. SalnJ'pas!mond so. 100'st unoj aJOPOiuuioD
u8!sep IPuo!IRUieiu! qj!, vi se!I Kill!q!,,'Iunq qoj!, vi, , e IOU - A1!ribU! VOX. D

nunJda. 11!, almaj Iaajj IJFqOjj alli IPaq Jailieam. Allm.



Why weather beat the Hobart fleet IB"Mein, reprintj
the world has got to follow suit. "

Payiie said the yachts were being
built to compete in the frequently ex-
pertenced conditions of light to moder-
ate winds and with virtually no margin
of safety. "That is where the problem
lies, " he said. "The pressures on coin-
petitors are to win races in frequently
experienced conditions and to simply
hope for the best where bad weather is
concerned. it every ocean race con-
tained a burst of the weather we saw in

the last Hobart race I think you'd find
successful ocean racing yachts would
be rather different. They would be
more like New Zeolond. " INew Zeo-
10nd, the line honors winner, is tre-
mendously strong since she was
purpose-built for the Whitbread
Round-the-world Race. I

Payne added: "Because of the pres-
sure not to spend too much money on
yachts and not to introduce too many
administrative difficulties, I fear we
will have to wait for 10 ori5 people to
be drowned before there will be a
change in the administration of ocean
racing.

' 'The change which I think is
needed and which I don't think will
come about is the establishment of an
independent authority to survey the
construction of the yachts while they
are being built . . .

"They would control all these boats
to a margin of strength more than is
needed in nounal conditions to provide
safety in extreme conditions and to get
rid of that situation where daddy
doesn't come home because he went
out in this particular sport. I am not
suggesting that people have Decessar-
ily been I"., long-headed about this in
the past. They have not been crimin-
ally negligent; they have just been
responding to a set of circumstances
which will require a brave effort to
change. The CYC over the years has
been very good about safety. They cer-
tainly haven't pushed safety on to the
back burner. They have shown con-
cem but they have not confronted the
situation head-on. Because of the
pressures and the lack of administra-
tive controls, people keep on building
boats which are less than they should
be for the reality of sea-going con-
ditions. "

CYCA Commodore 10hn Brookes
said he agreed "100 percent" with the
comments made by Lexcen, Payne and
joubert. However. he pointed out that
the club had been pushing hard for
many years I or stronger hull constrac-
tion standards. But, he said, only the
Australian Yachting Federation had the
measurement authority to do anything
about it and only the f ederation had
the power to push such a policy with
the International Yacht Racing Union,
the sport's world governing body.
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"I have seen some disgraceful ex-
amples of cheap construction slapped
together in a manner calculated to at-
tract customers at so-called bargain
prices, " he said.

' 'This kind of boat appeals to people
who want to go ocean racing on the
cheap. People go to extraordinary
lengths to get a hull cheaply. ' ' joubert
said "shonky" was the wrong term for
some of the boat-builders. "I call them
uneducated, " he said "and I see them
everywhere. I see poor engineering
everywhere I look these days. "

According to Peter Green, one of
Australia's most experienced ocean
racing hands, there is a widespread
practice in which owners and builders
deliberately alter yachts under con-
struction - without the knowledge of
the designers to save a few
kilograms.

David Kenett, CYCA's Rear Coin-
in odore, is chairman of the club's sail-

ing committee, chainnan of the safety
committee and also serves as sailing
master aboard the Sydney-based maxi-
boat Vengeonce. Kenett is responsible
for the club's construction and saf ety
checks on all entrants.

He says that the club has to rely on
the honesty of those applying to race,
despite pre-race on-board checks.
Kenett recalled rejecting one British-
designed yacht in 1980 because the
inidship frames within its Kevlar hull
were well over two metres apart. it was
discovered subsequently that a vital
ring frame had been left out without
the designer's knowledge.

Lexcen is convinced that nothing
about boatbuilders can be taken for
granted. ' 'The guys putting some boats
together. " he said, "have got no idea of
engineering principles. They have

never learned properly. They just
bungle along from one boat to the next.
They do some terrible damned things.
They don't do them maliciously; it's
just that they don't know. Most of the
builders are bloody hopeless. There is
no such thing as qualified tradesmen in
many of these yards. in fact, I'd say all
boats are to some extent built by non-
tradesmen these days. Last week they
were on the dole; this week they've got
a pot of resin and a paintbrush and
they're building your boat under the
direction of someone who isn't quali-
tied. The great master boatbuilders are
gone.

"Boat owners aren't interested in

high quality wormanship today be-
cause it costs too much. These days,
everyone is into high-tech for high-
tech's sake. But, when builders without
any real understanding or skill start
using high-tech materials, it suddenly
becomes low-tech and a waste of
money. "

Lexcen pointed out that, by the In-
ternational Offshore Rule under which

all ocean racing yachts are rated or
handicapped, boats are supposed to be
built to American Bureau of Shipping
(ABSi standards. "Hardly any of them
are, " he said. "Not one of the new
boats comes even half-way to ABS and
yet they give them a certificate. When
a bloke goes ahead and spends
$200,000 to $300,000 on a new boat the
measurers aren't going to say, 'Sorry,
mate, your boat's not strong enough.
You're not getting a certificate. ' The
national authotity ithe Australian
Yachting Federation I is supposed to
check that the boats are built to ABS. it

they were, there's no way in the world
they would fall to bits. The Australians
have got to insist on it and the rest of
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shows that the retirements cover the
entire spectrum of breakdowns which
render an otherwise well prepared rac-
ing yacht hors de combat, with rig dam-
age 112.2%) and loss of rig 19.3%I add-
ing up to the largest area of failure.

Nevertheless, a few people leapt into
print with startling revelations con-
cerning the seaworthiness of the inod-
ern high tech yacht, most of them in the
'knee jerk reaction' category. "Hi tech's
the culprit, mate, you mark my words. "
in the absence of any real facts at the
time, a few tended to dramatise their
statements on the basis, perhaps, that
they should not let the truth spoil a
good story.

The fact is, it was one nasty little
gale, only 40-50 knots, but with wind
against set the confused seas were big,
backless and were uncommonly close
together, so if you had a problem coin-
ing off one wave, the next one was on
you very quickly. Such conditions
would have taken their toll of any race
fleet over the last forty years; it was not
only Kevlar that caused problems out
there.

As for claims that crews were lacking
in toughness, many kept pushing so
hard that they broke something irre-
placeable, when the smart move was to
slow down as much as possible. Lack-
ing in finer judgement, perhaps, but not
in toughness. But there is no avoiding
the conclusion that several years of rel-
ative comfort had perhaps lulled us
into accepting lighter gear than was
wise in the continuing compromise of
strength versus lightness/speed.

Another problem was that the gale
hit the first night before the rockies in
the crews got a chance to settle down,
and with 152 starters, the experienced
hands were spread fairly thinly across
the fleet. When a crew is reduced by
seasickness, it is only a matter of time
before the rest start to succumb to fa-

tigue in gale conditions, and that is
when the modern boat is reaching the
limits of control. A missed cue in a

tack, slow response to controlling even
simple breakage and the damage
quickly multiplies out of all proportion
to the original incident.

To return to the media reaction to the

retirements, a few of our most respected
yacht designers relieved themselves of
some pent up misgivings about 10R
design trends. A lot of what they had to
say was quite valid, but I thought they
had a bit much on the boat builders and
the poor bloody owners. So what if a
boat builder does not have a degree in

BIGGLES'
CowM"

structural engineering; so what if a boat
owner knows nothing about boat build-
ing or 10R design? it there is such a
thing as collusion between builder and
owner to save weight or money to the
detriment of the design then the de-
signer should stop them or doh them in
to the measurement office.

Who, if not the architect, is responsi-
ble for ensuring that his design is struc-
turally sound and that it is followed
closely by the building contractor?
Who, if not the architect, is responsible
if the house falls down due to design
weakness. Rarely would an architect
design a new building and not closely
supervise its construction; after all, that
is part of what they are paid to do.

it marine architects do not follow this

principle then they can hardly bleat
about boat builders not understanding
modern structural materials, if that is
in fact the case. Yet, many of the
world's top yacht designers blithely
hand out plans for some pretty sophis-
ticated racing boats and often do not
even see the finished product, let alone
supervise its construction.

However, designers do have a point
when they complain that the 10R has
failed to ensure that hull shapes gener-
ated by the rule are sea kindly wherever
they ore roced. What is acceptable for
racing off Florida or the Costa Sinerelda
occasionally can't cut the mustard off
Cabo, an anomaly which places AUStra-
nan yachting in a dilemma. Should you
try to modify or strengthen a design to
take the extremes of Australian condi.

tions and lose the rating battle? Or
should you leave it as it is, remain
competitive and handle any heavy
weather shortcomings as they arise?

Getting the compromise right has
been the secret of success since long
before the 10R came into force. What-

ever the answer, it is drawing a very
long bow to go from there to the conclu-
sion that modern racing yachts are dan-
gerous at sea, and an even longer one to
suggest that further regulation at local
level is going to solve the dilemma.

All the rules in the world will not
make racing yachts 100% safe or the sea
a safe place for yachtsmen. Ocean rac-
ing has always had an element of dan-
ger and always will and only the naive
believe that it can be regulated out. One
thing is certain. We now have around
1,500 Aussie yachtsmen who have ex-
penenced about the worst the Tasman
has to offer. Those who continue racing
will be better seamen for it. .

by John Brooks

Every once in a while the Tasman Sea
gets up and bites people. it does it fairly
often, but where the Sydney-Hobart
Race is concerned it does it with un-

canny regularity, like every seven
years, viz. 1970,1977,1984, although I
would not let that mislead you into
believing, or perhaps hoping, that it
won't happen again this year.

Each time it seeks out every weak
point in an ocean racer and lays it bare
- hull, rigging, sails, crew, the lot. Any
little weakness will be found and in ag-
nified and that applies regardless of age
Iboat or crew) and whether or not they
are so called 'high tech' Iboat or crew).
in short, the Tasman or the sea any-
where is very unforgiving of any care-
lessness, incapacity or neglect, and as
far as offshore yachtsmen are con-
cerned, a Tasman gale can prove that
point like Do other.

Why then the great media furore
about the 'failure' of modern design and
construction, and did the yachts in fact
fail? A preliminary CYCA survey
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TOM MeCARVLL'S

mmMl!S ulp nun
31 DAYS FROM JULY 29,1985,
INCLUDING CowES WEEK,
THE FAST"ET RACE, THE
SOUTH OF ENGLAND AND
THE IRISH COAST.
This tour has been planned by people who know and love

^^;^I:^^^^^;;^^I^^^^;^^^^n^^0^^^t^;^^t^:'^I^
Dart".

We fly British Airways 747 all the way and stopover in
Singt^pore for shopping and sightseeing and resting for
the night at one of that city's famous luxury hotels.

in London a variety of marine-oriented tours are arranged; The seafood here is in a nificent. With a relaxed atmosphere
M th IV" d f ' y " " JPSy an rien y natives you' I find no high pressure tourism here.

This is Spanish Armada country and it takes but a little
A few days later we 90 by luxury coach to Portsmouth, home imagination to see the days when the ambitions of Spain
of Nelson's Flagship "Victo ". Portsmouth becomes ourbase for Cowes on the Isle of ;^;ight, only 20 minutes away by were wrecked with the little ships desperately trying to claw

off a fearsome lee shore.
Hovercraft.

When we have seen as much as we can of West Cork, we'll
Cowes during Cowes Week is a happening which you have make a leisurely tour through Killarney, Dingle, Galway,

Connemara, Westport, Athlone and into bublin's Fair City.to experience to believe. We mix not only with our own sailors
On our walking tours of this ancient Viking stron hold, oubut also with peo Ie from all the yachtin nations. We'll visitthe clubs, the pu s and also shop for t^OSe great Pornmie wi" co^ th^ unng anat^.*^ am mm^^^ mmd^, ul ^.^pit^Ity.

boating gear bargains. There are great nautical paintings too. Our Irish farewell dinner will be held at the most revered
We move on to Plymouth for the finish of the Fastnet Race. National Yacht Club, Dunleary.
Let's hope we'll be welcoming a victorious Aussie team back
from this classic. No doubt during the festivities we'll find time
to take a look at Drake's Drum and Plymouth Hoe, where the
famous game of bowls was played. '
Next to Bristol, a look at Brunnel's "Great Britain" and, after a
short stay, to i'ishgard to cross the Irish Sea by car ferry to
Rosslare and Crosshaven in County Cork - known as one of Tom MCCarvillthe most beautiful and historic areas in the world.

En route we visit Blamey Castle and Youghal to dine at the P. S. Hur ! This tour is restricted to a maximum of 45 I .
world's oldest yacht club, The Royal Irish. ' '
At Crosshaven, and perhaps Kinsale, there will be some
yachts chartered to give the group a taste of sailing in these """' '^11^!^,^11^jurist Board Britishwaters. This is the area selected for just relaxing for a few
days and sampling the many great restaurants and pubs.

Some very good arrangements have been made
and we are able to ass the savings on to you.This is reflected in I^e total price of $4,850 per
person un a twin share basis. Our brochure
provides the full details o1 the package.
For information/bookings lease phone Mary Leeof Eblana Travel on 232 ^144 or Tom MCCarvill,
your tourleader, on 931261. callat Eblana Travei

We know you'll bring back your sailing bags filled with
wonderful, colourful memories and you'll always be glad that

you've been to CO''" ^C:' ,^,. _<;;^.^ ~ 'f ~

or mail this coupon:

r. .................
. To Mary Lee, Eblana Travel, 4th Floor, CUIwullaChambers, 67 Castlereagh Street, Sydney 2000 .

Please send me further details of Tom MCCarvill's Admiral's
. CupTour. .
. Please reserve me . places on the Tour .

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

. Address

. Postcode, Phone (H) (W) .

. ^';:^^::;13:11^:;';^;;;!'^;;;!:%;;;:1:1:1^^:^::1131::;^.^I^;;$:Ii;^I!^^^ .lime o1 booking 10 60 days before dale o1 departure. Thereafter a $200 cancellalion lee will. and, ) .
L. ..................

airways
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*,; Anyone who has sailed in a Hobart 145'. As we wished to make sea room they were broken, he said because he
, 'Race will know full well the adrenalin to clear Iervis Bay we held that course had broken one rib two weeks earlier.

and in a short time were sailing up to My first thoughts were that we would.' .* . "-'pumping moments from the time the 155'. it put us right on the break-even have to take him to shore which, at that* ' ** ten 'minute gun is sounded. Our pre-
of the making leg. During the night the time, was 50 miles distant, and gy. eat* ,\ race manoeuvres were most successful
breeze increased in intensity and we was our concern for his safety. How-

,I^"!;"" ' f h .,', h remained on starboard tack; at this case ever, he assured us that he would be

"'*' ' ;'^^; ' about two minutes and thirty seconds we had lifted to about 160'. quite O. K. as he was already strapped
Early in the morning of the 27th we from his previous fracture! He went: ' .^ to go, as we were reaching across on

heard on the sked that Margaret Rin- below and sat out the rest of that watch,I ;:;: starboard tack we noticed that Aphrod-
toul IV had retired along with, of but from that point on he never missed* 't . ite was approaching us on a port gybe.
course, many other boats. The steadily a watch, never missed a sail change and,,.,**- ,.' -, we hailed her a number of times and,
building breeze prompted us to reef the assisted in every task that had to be, -, :: quite frankly, I thought she was going
main, and eventually we had three reefs done including making lunch the next" ' ' . to hit us amidships. However, with
in it. During this time considerable day. in HDbart X-rays confirmed that he: '. *' . some deft helmwork by Steve Kulmar,
water was coming into the boat, mainly had broken two ribs.
through the hatch and via a number of The early afternoon of the 27th was
small leaks that had developed. As a possibly the closest we came to retiring.
result we lost the use of all of our The breeze was, in our opinion, over

looked very serious, but the Kevlar, of instruments. The continual thumping the 50 knot mark (our instruments had
which the hull is constructed, suffered of the seaway had also caused some gone much earlierI, and you could tell
only a hairline fracture. Most of the electrical leads from the power supply it was blowing because the spray was

to the SATNAV to come adrift, and that no longer coming over the boat butdamage was cosmetic.
Immediately after the impact and be- also went on the blink. Considering being whipped around the front of the

fore we had inspected the damage I that it really wasn't needed at that time, forestay. The tops of the waves had
assumed that our race was over. With it was switched of. We would worry started to flatten a little bit, but the seas
only one minute thirty seconds to go about it when conditions improved. At were still huge. A breaking crest sent us
we decided we'd at least get through about 0900 on the 27th we tore our sideways down the face of a save. As
the start because there was no way we No. 3 headsail and changed down to everybody hung on for dear life I felt
could stop where we were with the rest the No. 4. We should have changed certain that there was no way the rud-
of the fleet still coming down on our much earlier; obviously we underesti- der could withstand that sort of pres-
stern. Ron Iacobs grabbed the sail repair mated the wind. With this rig the boat sure. The hull, the rig, the sails and,
cloth, and lobn Eyles (owner of indion was out of balance and the wind veloc- more important, the crew held together,
Pacific) and I commenced drying the ity was continually increasing, so we and we maintained a steady six knots
hull and cutting up bits of stickyback. lowered the main and set the storm on a making leg. For Cunter Heuchmer,

Our start was brilliant; we were the trysail. For most of the crew a storm the builder, skipper, charterer, it must
first to set a kit and set off down the trysail was quite a novelty, but I had have been very satisfying to see his boat
eastern end of the line. About seen one set on about 1974, and we stand up to the incredible torture that
400 metres from the start a small MSB rigged this one without too many prob- was being continually inflicted upon it.
motor boat that had been marking the Iems. We used the traditional method During the day the Kevlar genoa sheet
limits of the course suffered an engine whereby the spinnaker sheets were chafed on the shrouds and it parted on
failure, and with the southeasterly used to secure the clew. We were uria- three occasions.
wind, it had drifted onto the course. ble to achieve sufficient windward abil-
Even if it was obviously out of position ity with the sail rigged in that position, It was fahulous to see the way this
we still felt that this indicated the and CTeg Dowries set to work and made exceptional crew adapted to the
course limits, and we decided that we a bridle with the tail of the brace and conditions. Everyone was backed
should go below him. Unfortunately secured that around the mainsheet trav- u and encouraged, and it was
another boat was just underneath us, eller. With the use of a snatch block a most like we were really
and in those conditions manoeuvring and another sheet we were able to haul
was very difficult. 'Eylesy' and I just the clew of the sail to the windward
managed to pull our heads and arms genoa winch. This immediately jin-
out of the road as we struck the motor proved our pointing ability. From then
boat a glancing blow on our starboard on whilst under trysail we were achiev-
beam. What a start! Four minutes and ing 30* apparent or better.
two prangs! ! We finished the patching During the day of the 27th we sailed
of the hull just before reaching the tug. a fairly steady course of 160'. Tasman
in the process a slip of the knife had Island was still some 500 miles away,

and so the course to the mark remainedopened up Eyles' thumb to the bone.
We rounded the tug in 11th position fairly constant at 195'.

About 1100 on the 27th we decidedright on the stern of Droke's Proyer and
clear ahead of any of our rivals. We did to change down to storm jib, and in the
a short port tack to clear bad air from process of hanking on this sail John
Drake's Proyer and then commenced a Vale I'Rigor Mortis' to most of us I was
tack of about four miles to sea. As soon sent flying by a wave and he smashed
as we were certain that we could clear against the forest ay. From my position
Cape Bailey we then went onto a port in the cockpit I saw him throw his head

h: ' tack and laid one leg right down to back in agony, and I immediately with
. ', . Woolongong. CTeg Dowries raced forward and held a
^*,.*: ' At dusk and in close company with 'consultation' on the heaving foredeck.
*.:\ .. Scullywog n we tacked onto starboard Mort diagnosed himself as having bro-
' S, ?*.:. -' a proceeded to sea on a course of about ken ribs, and when asked how he knew

,L~*'^.; " ', '.*'*..' ,.

1:293:: : :
.- ~,~ ^.

"
.,

.

.* ,

, a major collision was avoided, but
Aphrodite still hit us on the starboard
quarter. in retrospect the damage was
amazingIy minimal. At the time it

* ,'-

I

enjoying ourselves in a
masochistic way.

A short discussion was held about
tacking and heading for the coast
where, hopefully, the seas would be a
little easier, but we were 70 miles from
the coast and it would be 24 hours be-
fore we were in any position to find a
better seaway. This course would also
put us 60' off the mark, and for a 24-
hour period there was no way that the
decision could be justified. I indicated
that if we were going to tack and go
inshore, we may as well turn and go
home. Moreover, there was Do way in
the world anyone fancied going down-
hill in those conditions. We achieved a
consensus and pressed on into the
night with only two people standing a
2 hour watch and the rest of the crew

pumping regularly to stem the steady
icontinued 01
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Indian Pocific maxis and enter a totally empty dock to
at 1118 on the 30th, approximately one the cheers and applause of hundreds of
mile astern of Be winched. For all of us people was a great thrill. Before we had
it was a great thrill, and at long last we even secured the boat alongside, we
put to rest any doubts that anyone were inundated with media people.

A lot has been made of the distancemight have had about our position.
From Tasman Island to Cape Raoul we travelled to seaward of Cabo Island.

we were surfing and occasionally hit. In fact, most of the boats that did well
in the Race took a similar track. inting 10 knots. it is interesting to note

that in the race so far, we rarely went following the first principles of yacht
below 6 knots; this was the only occa. racing, we sailed the making leg and

sailed in the conditions that existed atsion that we ever got to more than
8 knots. For a very short time we fell the time. Our position east was exagger-
into a soft patch, just off Cape Raoul, ated by the fact that we reported our
and this enabled Be winched to steadily position at 0630 on the 28th, tacked an

hour or so later, so we had just reachedmove away from us.
We entered the Derwent a little after the eastern extremity of our course. The

1500 and had a very fast reach up the boats following had still to reach that
river in a breeze that went from the turning point and consequently our po.
north around to the northeast. About a sition seemed so much more promi.
mile from the John Carrow Shoal Light nent.
10hn ByIes was determined to get the
kite up, so we set our spinnaker one
more and stormed across the finish line
at 1702, accompanied by a large flotilla
of spectator craft.

Our entry into Constitution Dock was
certainly the most memorable in my
experience. To even finish the race was
a great feat, but to motor past the three

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE -

To HDbart with rindi"in Pacific
our position put back by one degree. in
every race to date we have seen boats
go backwards and forwards with ino-
notorious regularity. Over the years we
have come to know and expect this of
certain people. I believe that if the race
officials think that a position warrants

then that vessel should bea query,
queried at the end of the sked. By this I
mean, if someone gives a position
which plots out putting them on the
Hume Highway approaching A1bury,
then surely this warrants a query rather
than accepting the position. in most
cases one can detect a mistake in the

reporting of positions and the correct
figures can usually be guessed.

As a safety issue I think the querying
of reports needs to be aired and a deci-
sion made for future races. it something
serious had happened to indion Po-
cific, where would the authorities have

> commenced their search? How many
^ hours could be wasted searching in the
S wrong area, eventually realising that
S the position, in this case assumed, was
:; in error, then having to start again else-
a: where. I would suggest that an entire
= day could be wasted, and in conditionsa
< such as we experienced, that would be

disastrous.

The safety regulations that we sail
under seem to be quite adequate to
cover our sport. They have evolved
over many years and have enabled us
to race in relative safety. However, po-
sition reporting or, more important,
misreporting, has never really been a
serious issue. With satellite navigation
systems, position accuracy is greatly
enhanced, so we need a clear policy
that enables the Radio Relay Vessel to
query a questionable position. At the
moment I understand they must relay
positions as reported and are not al-
lowed to query them.
How does one sum up a report such as
this. The only way I can think of is to
congratulate those who endured the
conditions and managed to finish. At
the same time those who retired should
also be congratulated on their seaman-
ship as they have played an important
part in guarding the safety record of
this race. The unfortunate loss of Wal

Russell is indeed a blemish but, in my
opinion, in those conditions - not just
in 1984 - it is not a matter of 'if' but

'when'. Wal's loss must be a permanent
reminder of the merciless nature of this

medium in which we enjoy ourselves.
To thank people for their effort is dangerous be-
cause omissions are easy to make, so if you were
involved in the organisation of this race. take a
bow. you did a great job

Finally, to lobn Eyles. the owner. and to Cunter
Heuchmer, the builder. congratulations on a ereat
combination. Congratulations to Bob Fraser, our
sailmaker - they don't make sails faster or tougher
than he does. The tremendous effort of the crew

earned them membership in a very exclusive club
it certainly doesn't come easy. and to many of us

the waiting period is exceedingly long. .
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The querying of reports needs to
be aired and a decision made for
future races. it something serious
had happened to rindiru, Pacific,
where would the authorities have
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commenced their search?

The one issue that is of most Tele-
vance to a navigator is that which saw
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THE 'ALTERNATIVE ' WAY

THE RIGHT WAY?

a look at alternative penalties applied in this year's Hobarl Race
by Tony Cable

Sununary
Four yachts in the AWA Sydney.
Hobarl Yacht Race were penalised 10.
40% by way of the newly introduced
"Alternative Penalties to

Disqualification". These were
outlined over a number of paragraphs
in the Sailing Instructions for the
Race.

I think the application and
administration of alternative penalties
needs a very solid review, for among
the four examples from this Race
there are, in my view, some very
controversial decisions.

I believe that the matters discussed
here will cause inc little debate, some
criticism of CYCA officials, and
confusion amongst yachtsmen as to
the future application of such
penalties.

The chief proponent of alternative pen-
alties I believe was our very able Race
Director Keith Storey, who is a member
of and responsible to the CYCA Sailing
Committee. My interpretation of his
views as he expressed them to the
CYCA Board is that it is a pity that a
vessel, say from England, might mount
a campaign in Australian waters Ifor
example Pondo two years agoj and end
up being disqualified in the Hobart,
say, for a port/starboard incident at the
start. Or a disqualification might result
from an incident a few hundred metres
from the finish, as was the case in the
Nirvono/Condor clash a year ago. Some
alternative to such severe penalties
should be on offer, I believe is the view.

I was particularly persuaded by this
theme when thinking of the crowded
conditions at the start in Sydney Har-
bour where the fleet has artificially re-
stricted areas made necessary by the
need to give Sydney the traditional
Boxing Day spectacle. A port/starboard
here under such pressure could surely
not be seen as such a heinous crime as
to warrant disqualification, particu-
jarly for a yacht that has come all the
way from England or America to con-
test the Race.

I think, however, that this sentiment
was in practice taken far beyond the
original intention, so much so that
many sailors here and overseas may be
critical of the CYCA. The following, if
it has any merit, might well prove as
the journalists say to be one of the
'sleeper' stories of the Race.

At the outset, I am not immediately
ducking for cover in saying two things.
Firstly, I am not a rules buff. This issue
should be reviewed by rules experts. I
am merely raising a question and as-
serting that something, I think, needs a
major review. Secondly, I have am not
on a mission to attack officials. The
CYCA and its officers have won too

many pluses over the years to be much
concerned about this criticism. it can
readily be dealt with. What I am trying
to do is to give the story some air,
leaving others to debate and resolve it.
I first took interest when I heard that

Mangoret Hintoul U had berthed at Ul-
ladulla during the Race and had sent a
crewman back to Sydney to get a lower
repaired by a professional rigger. Fur-
thermore, the crewman had even spent
a night in a motel in the process!

What has happened to ocean racing,
I pondered? Motels, hot showers, room
service, and even not having to eat
baked beans for breakfast! What about
the factor of 'outside assistance'?

I obtained copies of all the declare-
tions, and sure enough, the Protest
Committee noted "Morgoret Rintoul
breach of Rule 59 to repair shroud. Pen-
alised 20%". Extracts from the declara-
tion stated: "MRIl arrived at Ulladulla
at 1600 hrs on 27/12/84 and secured

alongside the yacht Mandrake at the
wharf. The motor was used to slow the

yacht when pulling alongside. it was
ascertained that the lower shroud was

damaged and this was taken to Sydney
by a crewman, renewed and returned
1800 hrs 29/12/84. The motor was used

to reverse from the jetty . . . "
I noticed that the 'penalty' did not

mention the use of the motor IRUle 62,
Manual Power) or pulling alongside

and not anchoring.
Arthur Masters, the navigator, had

signed the declaration, ending with the
paragraph:

The crew of Morgoret Rintoul M accepts
the decision of the Race Committee on

their interpretation of this declaration as
final and do not request a hearing. "

Arthur commented that with this dec-
Iaration their intention was to "test the
interpretation of the Race Committee
and we were surprised with their Ieni-
ency".

in the case of Galaxy 111, their decla-
ration only stated that ' 'engine used at
Unadulla to berth for minor repairs".
Race Committee notes state "Started

engine to berth at Unadulla, Penalty
10%, Rule 62".

Again, the fact that they berthed land
did not anchorj did not arise.

in The Roperunner's case: "On 29
Dec 1984, while anchored in shelter off
Brush Is. , anchor warp parted. Engine
was used for 5 minutes between 0755-

0800 to maintain station and to keep of
Bawley Point while sail was hoisted
and the race resumed. Anchor was not
able to be recovered".

The Race Committee's notes include

the comments: "11 Started engine to
avoid grounding while at anchor. 5%
penalty. Rule 62. 2) Rule 63.3. No ac-
tion by penalty required other than
minimum 5% = 109'0. "

As a bush lawyer I reckon they
should not have lost the second 5% for
losing the anchor in clearly dangerous
circumstances.

The last case was that of the Tasman-
ian yacht Chaos. She too came into
Ulladulla at 084527/12/84, initially to
shelter but found defects in navigation
lights, wind gear, log impeller and ino-
tor. Her declaration stated "Crew went
ashore to buy a siphon pump to siphon
off water in bottom of fuel tank and to

borrow soldering iron to repair nav.
lights and therefore possibly broke rule
59. On leaving harbour using engine
the motor was used for 20 minutes on
full power to test effectiveness. of my

icontinued 01
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"Full' ADDRESS

Level 11, Townhall House
456 Kent Street, Sydney,

NSW 2000, AUSTRALIA
(adjacent to St. Andrews car park, behind Sydney Town nani

^i^

Telephone: ^^2) 264 1747
offer personalised. service to plan

sailing holiday . . . anywhere.
All YOl. I need to do is pack your bags"

. EXPLORE THE WESTERN PACIFIC
Escape to the real tropics in winter. On a two or three week
cruise, June and November, through Vanuatu, Solomons or
New Guinea aboard the square rigger EYE OF THE WIND
the 60ft catamaran TAFUA.

. MEDITERRANEAN CRUISING
Sail a charter yacht in Greece, Yugoslavia, Turkey, Italy or
Sardinia. Self-sail or fully crewed.

. BARGE ABOUT EUROPE
Meander through the canals of France, Germany, Holland or
Britain at a leisurely pace.

. TURKISH DELIGHT
Discover the Turkish coast under sail aboard a choice of 4
Australian owned and crewed charter yachts.

. WlllTSUNDAY SAILING ADVENTURES
Seven day set departure aboard 75ft Ketch PEGASUS. Choos
from a range of charter yachts to sail yourself.

ASIA
Cruise the exotic waters of Thailand or East Coast Malaysia
on one of our set departure or private group charters.

CALL THE CHARTER SPECIALISTS

Telephone: (02) 264 1747

,611V'e

o 11,
o

EYE OF THE WinD

I. . i:*,:. ^;*"' ---~ *I"
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A Division of ''''TAURUS TRAVEL Lic NO B1605
Level 11, Town Hall House, 456 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW

2000, Australia
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Steve Robiniard, whose knowledge of Hogomujfin was clearly Syd Fischer's
sailing and recognition of boats was Peterson 43, the one that was a member
somewhat dim. His 'guest' commenta- of the 1981 Admiral's Cup team.
tor was Ben Lexcen, who seemed to be The next day's papers produced
having a good time but, I imagine, was some more gems:
sick and tired by now of answering "smaller yachts tend to 'hot bunk' with
'wing keel'; questions. the crew sleeping in relays in the

Channel9's commentary was headed 'weather' (downside) bunks. "
by Bruce Ramsden IBruce who? Not "As the boats turned into the wind at the

'Rammo') and was assisted by Bruce Heads the spinnakers would not set. "
Stannard whose job it was to comment "The first casualty of the race was a yacht
on all the action shots Ifrom a wet fob^- called The Office which ripped her main-
her duckyj. Ramsden had the bad habit sad just alter M, Wran fired th. starter',

gun. "of confusing his boats. At one stage he
had Bumblebee 4 surging through the
field not far from the green hulled Con-
dor.

Cordon Bray was at the reins of the
ABC's coverage of the start. His only
flaw was perhaps confusing Dr. Don
with Margaret Hintoul IV. Poor old Cor-
don was supported by guest heavies
Tony Mooney and Alastair Mitchell.
These two fellows gave their host a
hard time with their technicalIy accu-
rate, to-the-point answers which left
the commentary with plenty of preg-
nant pauses.

The TV news reports concentrated on
the leaders, as usual, but plenty of at-
tention was given to the loss of Wal
Russell and to shots of damaged boats
returning to the CYCA. Their on the
spot reporters often began their reports
with the classic ' 'amazing scenes at the
CYC. . .".

But back to the newspapers. The in-
stant experts were busy at their type-
writers with gems like these:

"The Sydney-Hobart Race will attract at-
tention from lounge sailors who criticise
the so-called yachting millionaires when
they test their skill over 630 nautical
miles of inhospitable ocean just to win
relatively inexpensive trophies.

"This Classic is recognised as yacht-
ing's Melbourne Cup. "
"Despite their sophistication, racing
yachts will never be able to sail directly
into the wind. Because of this they will
have to zig zag their way to Hobart. "
"Ninety-nine percent of people who ven-
ture into the Harbour today know what
to do and there will be no problems. "

These three comments were published
in daily newspapers on the day of the
Race, so you can imagine what fol-
lowed. At the same time, of course,
there were the usual errors in boat
sizes, boat names - like Condor of Ber-
mudo - which were very popular, and
the quoting of kilometres instead of
nautical miles, which was also popular.
The Sydney Doily Telegraph did a good
job of confusing their photographs;
Apollo was A1an Bond's Apollo V, and

THE SUN, Friday, Decenter 28, 1984

went to Condor of Bermuda with a re-
cord time. At last count, 15 people died
in that Fastnet. I

Campbell Reid of the Doily Tele-
graph had this to say on Decem-
ber 29th:

"in the wake of the huge winds and trag-
edy which has struck this year's Sydney
to HDbart Race, the wisdom of such
events and the people who take part have
to be questioned.

"Dr. as one woman who called the
Race Control centre in HDbart put it last
night - 'those yachtsmen should all be
told to go home - they obviously don't
know what's good for them' ".

Other people put in their two bob's
worth. This comment, which speaks for
itself, was publicised Australiawide:

"10hn Hampson of Montagu Island, on
the NSW coast, said he had watched a
red hulled SIoop, thought to be Venge-
once, struggling across the horizon for
most of the day.

" 'I saw a big container ship just strug-
gling through the same conditions today,
so if I was on a yacht tonight, I'd forget
the race and head to the mainland', he
said.

"Mr Hampson, a lighthouse keeper for
20 years, lives on the island with his wife
Nance and another keeper and his wife
plus a small herd of sheep. "

Sensational stories were appearing
when the press began to interview re-
turning skippers and crews. Even
Munno was quoted a few times, but this
little beauty I had to read at least twice:

"The wave came over the bow and car-

ried the full length of a 62 ft wave. "

And this very solemn one:
"We had a chance, we had a vision. Un.
fortunately it didn't come off. "

offered solutionsSome newspapers
and reasoning for the devastation of the
fleet. The Sun Isydneyj, for instance,
professed this, on December 28th:

"Some boats struck trouble with waves
which washed over their hulls from bow
to stern.

"At the same time, they screwed up into
the wind with such force that the yachts
lay over and their masts struck the water,
suffering either severe rigging or struc-
tural damage. Crews in the cockpits were
swamped and many found themselves
washed overboard, scrambling back on
board with the help of their lifelines and
other crew members. "

The press really went for the jugular
when CYCA General Manager Mike
Polkinghorne's statement regarding
Kevlar and space-age materials was re-
leased. The next morning most news-
papers carried editorials on the subject.

"The Sydney Water Police have slammed
the CYCA for allowing the Race to pro-
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As the Race and the bad weather went

on and the retirements list grew longer,
the headlines and reports grew more
dramatic, and John Dikkenberg of the
Sunday Telegraph reported:

"the wildest and wooliest Sydney HDbart
Blue Water Classic in history"
"106 yachts were forced to retire because
of breakdowns or seasickness. "

Some journalists were quite pontificat-
ing in their reports. Adrian Swift of the
Sydney Morning Herald said:

"This, the 40th Hobart Race, has raised
many questions about the ability of AUS-
tralian yachts to handle heavy conditions
- conditions they were renowned for
weathering in the past, especially after
winning the disastrous Fastnet Race in
which 19 people died. "

IFor Mr Swift's benefit, Australia won
the Admiral's Cup that year; the Fast-
net Race was won by Tenacious, skip-
pered by Ted Turner, and line honours
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Your safest course Is with
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The latest word
in navigation computers

TA"AYA "Can
Menc, L ", vi"rin

Full, a"10n. tie aslr. -navl. .lion,
pi1.11n, and d. ., reckonl",

. Complete nautical almanac till year 2100, for Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Moon, Sun and 63 stars

. Printer provides optional written record for checking and reference

. LCD display; easy to understand input/output dialogue

. Plots unlimited number of position lines
o Check feature allows review/edit of entries before computation
. Star finder program
. Ancillary programs for DR. Great Circle. Time/Arc, etc
. Rechargeable batteries with AC charger standard; optional 12/12 V

DC charger
. Hard wired, dependable, backed by TAMAYA quality. Wooden case

Showroom: 31 Albany Street, Crows Nest, NSW 2065
Telephone (02) 922-3378

Postal Address: Box 229, P. 0. Milsons Point, 2061

,

.-^.

Don't read this
unless you're
a real lover . . .

,

WRITE FOR ADDRESS OF YOUR NEAREST CHAPT POOM STOCKiST

4111^^^^- 1,141, "^IC DRE'Nr Boni'/NG SER, "/CES
- - - Cruising Yacht Club of Australia "

New Beach Road, Rushcutters Bay . Phone (02) 32-9945, (02) 32-2653 . Telex AA72278 'SEWvsE

of ships and the sea and of books on every
aspect of boating. Nautical history, boat design,
building, tuning, racing, cruising, power and sail,
ropework, canoeing, maintenance, fishing,
cooking afloat, navigation etc.

We have over 1500 titles covering virtually
everything in print on just one fascinating subject
- BOATING.

In fact, weare nowthe world's largest Boat Book
Shop with Sydney's only Commercial A class
CHART AGENCY and a range of Navigation
Instruments. Come in and browse or send for

FREE 16 page catalogue.

BOAT BOOKS
SVD. EY: 31 rub. , 31n". Cron ". 812065
mono 1,214,911;a
"EmuUR"E: 25/27 A1" rin. ,. 81. K11, . 3182
Pin. . 1031 534 0446
BRIs, AnE: log Anal street Bin. ... 4000
Phone 1071 22,6427
PERT": 131 Slimn, Hmm. ,. "., I. ., s. 6009
Pin". 1091 3,67423

. Delivery . Valuations

For the best In new and used sail and power.

We also offer professional services and can organ se your

. Charters . Insurance . Surveys

"

. Finance
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ingure 2. A continuity chart showing the 1.2-hourly movements of tl e low pressure system
as it moved east from Bass Strait and weakened over the Tasman Sea . The dashed figures 16'-
9'1 refer to the position of the short lived secondary centre.
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and there are several computer model
outputs available to the duty forecast-
ers at the Bureau's Regional Offices.
One of the available computer outputs
comes from a global model run by the
European Centre for Medium Range
Weather Forecasting (EDMWFj - and it
has proved to be very reliable in cor-
rectly picking the outcome of such
events, several days beforehand. This
was the case on this occasion. In fact,
all computer prognoses gave the same
message the low would weaken and
subsequently fade into a less harmful
trough. However, much of the bad Tas-
man Sea weather is not generated
within the bounds of the low pressure
system, rather between the low and the
surrounding high pressure region.

The problem for the yachts was not
the gale force southerly winds, but
rather the very short and very heavy
southerly swell, enhanced by the hap-
hazard movements of the low, and also
an opposing ocean current flow. As the
low moved eastwards from Bass Strait,
there were northerly winds of 20-
40 knots on the eastern side of the low
and sou'west to SDU'east winds of 20-
60 knots on the western side. Until
Boxing day, the low had been moving
eastwards quite quickly 115-20 knots),
leaving a heavy southerly swell in its
wake. From midday IBoxing Dayj the
low slowed to around 5 knots, chang-
ing the available fetch and duration of
the gale force winds over the ocean
areas east of Bass Strait. IThe low also
slowed at approximately 155'E, not
nearer 160'E as has been indicated ear-
lier. ) Until Boxing Day, the major swell
on the western side of the low was short
co second periodj, heavy 14-5 metres)
and from a southerly direction. The
stronger winds would have generated a
longer period swell which would have
propagated northwards at a faster rate.
The critical swell is the shorter period
one, as it moved slower - around 15-
20 knots. At that rate, the short period
swell would take nearly 24 hours to
travel from east of Bass Strait to a POSi-
tion east of Iervis Bay. During that time
the low pressure system slowed Isee
continuity chart, Figure 21, increasing
the fetch and duration of the southerly
winds east of Bass Strait. Accordingly,
a faster and longer period swell would
have followed, catching the slower
swell trains off the NSW coast. This
alone would make the seas treacherous
for the yachts beating into the southerly
gale, but there appear yet another two
complicating factors.

The first was the development of the

X7
\

*^>^~X
4.56

\
.
\

,= 994mb 98n 25th
2,992mb 9pm 25th
3,996"b 9an 26th
4= 998mb 9pm 26th
5,998nb 9am 27th
6,996nb 9pm 27th
78 997mb 98n 28th

Figure 3. The RAN oceanographic analysis chart showing the current flow along the NSW
coast. The major eddies flow anticlockwise, and it is Eddy B at 36'S 152 E that is driving the
strong flow along the NSW south coast

,

secondary low pressure centre, sea-
wards of Iervis Bay inot shown on main
weather maps in Figure I, but refer-
enced in Figure 2). This development
occurred late on Thursday 27th and
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Figure 6. The number of yachts and percentage withdrawals from the race during the 40-year
history. The Southern Cross Cup entries tends to OScillate the numbers. The percentage
withdrawals or retirements must be weather related. but the exact relationship is not known

While the number of competing
yachts escalates, the percentage with-
drawals or retirements from the Race
varies between 570 and 30%. The aver-
age retirement is actually 17%, with a
standard deviation of 18%. These sta-
tistics purport that there is only a one
in a hundred chance of retirements

reaching 709'0 - yet it has occurred three
times in 20years! This can only be
explained by the data being somehow
atypical, probably because such retire-
merits are weather related, and after
some threshold conditions are reached,
widespread withdrawals follow, not
only from gear failure but also from
seasickness. These conditions have
been reached on three occasions
1946,1977 and 1984. '
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own computing models. The 24-hour
forecasts for both are shown in Fig-
ures 4 and 5; they are valid for 9.00 am.
Friday 28th, and although they under-
estimate the situation (especially the
swell forecast) they are useful to a busy
forecaster. However, as far as I am
aware, the computer model does not
provide any output of the period of
these waves - yet the model mathemat-
ics allows for it, and better forecasting
demands it. There is no more crucial

factor for manners than the heighUpe-
nod ratio of the waves to be encoun-

tered. Even the regular terminology of
'short', 'average' or 'long' must be bet-
ter; yet I can find no mention of the
wave periods in any of the warnings or
forecasts during those days. ,

in the future, with better computing
systems, forecasts will improve, partic-
ularly over the 3-5 day period. Wave
and swell patterns will also become
much better forecasted. As for long
range forecasting, I've yet to find a reli-
able system. Many yachties say that
because 1984 lay in a 'bad weather'
seven year cycle it would be a good
blow, but Figure 6 shows that over the
40-year history of the Race, extracting
such a statistic is rather doubtful.
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ADVERTISERS

This space could be selling your
service or product to a highly se-
Iect audience of prospective pur-
chasers.

Offshore readers are, typically,
professionals and business deci-
sion makers. A significant portion
are also yacht owners.
Reach your best prospects when
they are in a receptive frame of
mind - reading about their sport
in their Club magazine. Ring the
Editor (327-1152j or the CYCA Of-
fice 132-9731) today fo, an Off
shore advertising information
sheet.

I

neo neg pro 19.5 neo IQGS

HULL CLEA"I"G

I. For swell, 'short' refers to wavelengths less
than 100 metres 10r less than 8 second period).
'average' of 100- 200 metres 18-11 seconds) and
'long' greater than 200 metres lover
11 secondsj.

""w available at the CYCA, the best
underwater hull Gleaning at reasona-
ble rates.

Why race your boat when it's not per
forming at its best? Just one phone
Gall will set up regular Gleans, either
at the marina or at your mooring,
totally hassle free.

pHO"E "OW
Sam 95 1312 Dr Mark 9383035

2. With two thirds of the fleet safely in NSW
ports, and the remainder heading down along
the Tasmanian coast, ex-tropical cyclone Mon-
ica swept down from the north, across the
central Tasman Sea. That depression was east
of Sydney on the last day of 1984 Isee Figure 11
causing much worse conditions. Storm force
60 knot SDU'east winds howled across 12-
15 metre waves - how fortunate it wasn't a
Norfolk island race!.

BOATECH
REFRIGERATION

Finest Quolity Refrigeration
CUSTOMrSED

EUTECTIC SYSTEMS

. Design
. Manufacture
. Installation

To find out why we say our systems
are the best available, ring

Terry Robinson
BOATECH REFRIGERATION

Cronulla Marine Centre
Tonkin Street, Cronulla, NSW

527.3292 527-3292
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Captain Seaweed's Namtiwords
Here is the answer to Captain Seaweed's
cryptic crossword puzzle of the Ianumy
1985 issue. Unfortunately, Capt. Seaweed
was sufficiently cryptic to prevent anyone
from coming up with a completely correct
solution. One entry was largely correct, and
perhaps we should have allowed extra Ieni-
ency for Capt. Seaweed's cryptic spelling of
Pago IPango) in clue No. 6 across. "No. " we
hear you say, "we don't want Clayton's re-
SUIts here. No more tearing up the rule book.
What is this world coming to?" Thus, be-
cause you feel that way, we are unable to
award to another lucky winner a free sub-
scription to Austinlion Nautical News.
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MONTEGO BAY
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Hull Cleaning
Services

. inspections

. Mood, ,gs

. Racing yachts
a specialty

Brian Ashton
832-92568
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This space could be selling your
service or product to a higlily se-
Iect audience of prospective pur-
chasers.

Offshore readers are, typically,
professionals and business deci-
sion makers. A significant portion
are also yacht owners.
Reach your best prospects when
they are in a receptive frame of
mind - reading about their sport
in their Club magazine. Ring the
Editor 1327-1152) or the CYCA Of-
fine 132-9731) today for an Off
shore advertising information
sheet.
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GMT centenary
An event of major importance to navi-
gators celebrated its centenary at the
end of last year. On October 1st, 1884,
delegates from 26 countries assembled
in Washington D. C. for an international
Meridian Conference ". . . for the pur.
pose of discussing and, if possible, fix-
ing upon a meridian proper to be em-
ployed as a common zero of longitude
and standard of time-reckoning
throughout the whole world . . .". Dur-
ing the course of the month long confer-
ence the following points were agreed
upon:

. a single prime meridian should be
adopted internationally, in lieu of the
multiplicity of meridians then in ex-
istence;

. The meridian through the observa-
tory at Greenwich should be adopted
as the initial meridian;

. Longitude should be counted in both
directions up to 180';

. A universal day should be adopted,
which is to be a mean solar day,
commencing at midnight at the initial
meridian, and is to be counted from
zero up to twenty-four hours'

The importance of these resolutions to
navigators is obvious. The Greenwich
Meridian became longitude '0' on the
chart of all nations, and charts on
which longitude had been based on a
variety of other European observatories
g'adually disappeared. GMT became
established as a universal time, and the
traveller no longer found that local time
varied from town to town, where it was
the practice to base it on the apparent
solar time at each town. instead, local
time became based on the time zones
that are in use toda where all times
correspond to GMT plus or minus a
differential measured ' hours and/or
half hours'

Icontinued ^)
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o Barlow Marine Limited,
52 Wentworth Street, Granville. NSW. 2.42. Tel. (02) 637-93.

.

.

Outstanding performance. ,,,. ,
Superior machanlcal advantage. :!^;-
Australian dealgn award for self-tailing winG OS-;:;.:
Unbeatable service and parts network. ;:';
Advantageous to yacht resale value. .:*;',.
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