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OOcome to the first edition of Offihore Yachting for 2006 and our first as 

ublishers of this iconic, ocean racing magazine. Whilst much will be 

familiar, you will notice a fresh new design and editorial approach in 

keeping with the heritage of Offihore Yachting blended with OCEAN - our specialist 

marine publication focusing on the luxury marine scene. And you will continue to see 

changes in the issues ahead as we expand the editorial content, readership and scope of 

the magazine. 

This issue is the annual special edition highlighting the blue water classic that is the 

Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. And what a special race it was with a triple treat of a line 

honours win, corrected time win and a new race record being achieved by Wild Oats XI. 
Whilst the success of the latest, carbon fibre, canting-keel super maxi has changed forever 

the big end of the race to Hobart, closer examination shows that prudent tactics, course 

selection and favourable winds had a fair, if not equal, part to play in the historic win. 

Although wind and sea conditions increased considerably for the smaller and slower 

yachts in the fleet, the 2005 race was generally considered an enjoyable, but always 

challenging affair with few great dramas at sea. 

Our Offihore Yachting Features Editor Adrian Herbert together with Rolex Sydney Hobart 

Media Director Bruce Montgomery from Hobart have compiled a comprehensive report 

on the race south. All the results in each division are of course published in full, together 

with some sensational race photography. 

We also cover a host of other summer racing from around the country including the 

Rolex Trophy and Level rating series, Skandia Geelong Race Week, the Volvo 70 World 

Racers and the Melbourne stopover, Savills Short Ocean Racing Championships , the 

Pittwater-Coffs classic, Sailing South Week in Tasmania and a preview to the new 

scheduling of the upcoming Sydney-Gold Coast race. 

The issue also features many pages of news in Seamark, a Destination Tonga special 

feature, and reviews on three very different yachts new to the market. 

Ojfihore Yachting Editor-at-Large Peter Campbell farewells John Bennetto, an old salt and 

Sydney Hobart legend who has sailed his last race, as well as recounting his latest tales 

and experiences in his regular column Down the Rhumbline. 
We hope you enjoy this issue and as new publishers of Offihore Yachtingwe 
wholeheartedly encourage your feedback, suggestions on new feature ideas and editorial 

and photographic contributions, so that we can continue to improve your read. 

Yours in yachting, 

Anthony Twibill 
PUBLISHER 

!~clonan 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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G-PILOT 3380 

Winner - Best electronics, Amsterdam 2005. 
Navman's innovative new colour autopilot is a world first and was recently awarded the prestigious DAME award across all marine 
electronics for 2005. 
• The high resolution colour screen delivers full course information in all lighting conditions. 
• The control dial and animated graphical displays make using the G-Pilot 3380 effortless. 
• Expect precise vessel control with the included rate gyro, while SmartCraft™ and Navbus interfaces make the autopilot fully 

system compatible. 

Navman Australia Pty Limited 

Ph: (02) 9879 9000 Fax: (02) 9879 9001 
e-mail: sales@navman.com.au 

www.navman.com.au l.~NAVMAN a a 
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GEOFF LAVIS, COMMODORE, CRUISING YACHT CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 

Welcome to a new year and a new publisher for Offshore Magazine .We are very 
pleased to now be associated with NPG and trust that you will notice subtle 
changes in this first edition. CYCA member, Anthony Twibill, the publisher/CEO 
of NPG, in conjunction w ith the magazine's managing editor, Hil lary Buckman, 
plan to introduce more changes over time to improve the content, appearance 
and readability of the magazine . Anthony and his team are approaching this task 
with great enthusiasm and faith in the magazine and we look forward to a long 
and mutually successful association with them. 

L
ase year's Rolex Sydney Hobart 
was a resounding success for the 
Club. T he event attracted 
unprecedented media interest 

and it was not really hard co see why. The 
fleet of 85 was absolute top quality from 
the 30 metre maxis rhrough co the 30 
footers. 

33, Berrimilla, literally right around the 
world co compete in chis event? And you 
can only admire rhe determination of 
David Kent from Canberra in his yacht 
Gillawa, which battled on co finish the 
race on the 2nd of January. I was also cold 
of virtual match racing conditions 
between Heaven Can Wait and Yendys 
across Bass Strait. In face rhere were many 
epic battles throughout the various 
divisions in the fleet. My hearti es t 
congratulations co all divisional winners 
and place getters, and in fact co all rhose 
who competed! 

seasoned campaigner, John Bennetto, 
who holds the record of 44 Sydney 
Hobarts, it was decided, in association 
with the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, 
co ask the Tasmanian Government co 
strike a medallion co recognise the 
achievement of competing in 40 Sydney 
Hobarcs. They kindly agreed co do chis 
and the medallions were presented co 
rhose who had achieved chis significant 
milestone at rhe prizegiving ceremony at 
the RYCT on New Year's Day. Sadly, John 
Bennetto's medallion was awarded 
posrhumously and was collected by Tony 
Nicholas, the skipper of John's last boat, 
Quest, which competed in the 2005 Rolex 
Sydney Hobart. Ochers co receive 
medallions were Richard "Sighcy" 
Hammond (40), the first co reach the 40 
Hobart milestone, Lou Abral1ams (43), 
Tony Cable (42), and Bernie Case (40). 
Bernie sailed on Wild Rose with his son 

Rob, who was doing 

Mose would be aware rhac we had four 
maximum lengrh maxis compete in rhis 
race - it is worrh comparing rhis co the 
face chat the Rolex Maxi World's held in 
Sardinia lase year had two maximum 
lengrh maxis competing. This in itself is 
recognition of the signi ficance of the 
Rolex Sydney Hobart. But the true 
underlying heart of chis iconic event is in 
the balance of rhe fleet: the 70, 60, 50, 40 
and 30 footers. The owners and crews 
chat baccle it out in rhe middle and back 
of the fleet, both firs t timers and chose 
who come back year afrer year. 

THE TRUE UNDERLYING HEART OF 
his 21st race, a family 
total of 61 races in the 
61 st running of the 
race! We also had four 

Boats like An thony Paterson's Mumm 
30, Tow Truck, a first time in chis race for 
both the boat and the skipper. He cook 
on the challenges of Bass Strait and the 
race in what can only be described as a 
very small boat. At the orher end of the 
spectrum, the guys on Phillip's Foote 
Witchdoctor sailed the boat in its 25th 

Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, equalling the 
record sec by Mark Twain. I'm sure they 
will be back lacer chis year co claim the 
record for themselves. Who could forge t 
rhe Herculean effort of Alex Whitworth 
and Peter Crozier who sailed their Brolga 

THIS ICONIC EVENT IS IN THE 
BALANCE OF THE FLEET: THE 

70, 60, 50, 40 AND 30 FOOTERS 
sailors reach the 25 

My congratulations also go co Bob 
Oacley's Wild Oats XI which created 
history by not only caking line honours 
and breaking the race record fo r variable 
ballas ted boats but also winning the 
Tattersall's Cup as overall winner on IRC 
- a unique achievement! W hilst chis 
record has been broken, it is important co 
remember chat the "orher" record for 
fas test conventionally ball as ted boats 
remains intact. T his is held by George 
Snow's magnificent Brindabella, set in 
1999. 

Towards rhe end of las t year, with the 
obvious declining health of our most 

yea r milestone and 
receive their 25 year medallions (also 
kindly provided by the Tasmanian 
Government): Tony Hearder; Ed Psalcis; 
Bruce Taylor and Hugh O 'Neill. A most 
signifi cant achievement by all these 
seasoned sailors! 

As a Club, we are very proud to be 
associated with Rolex SA. T hey are not 
only sponsors of chis race and the Rolex 
Trophy, but in effect sponsors and 
significant supporters of our Club. We 
are indeed privileged co have their 
invaluable support at least until the year 
2010 . It was mentioned at the 
prizegiving, and bears repeating here, chat 
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C Ye A THE CRU ISING YACHT CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 
ANNOUNCED THE W INNERS OF ITS PREST IGIOUS 
ANNUAL OCEAN RACER OF TH E YEAR AWARDS AT THE 
ROLE X SKIPPE R S COCKTAIL IN D ECEMBER. 

/ 1 /,I\' ✓J/'ea , rt' ,-pi• atz ,qrt' J' Jtt11z 0 r, 
The CYCA's Ocean Racer of the Year Awards, traditionally made in the final week before the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, recogn ise 

outstanding performances in and contributions to ocean racing over the preceding 12 months. For the second year in succession, the major Ocean 

Racer of the Year Award went to Sydney yachtsman Matt Allen, while the Ocean Racing Veteran of the Year was Alex Whitworth, who returned 

to Sydney only that morning to complete an epic voyage to Britain and back in his little yacht Berrimilla. 
In selecting the winners of the four categories of the Ocean Racer of the Year, the CYCA judging panel assessed results in major offshore races 

around the Australian seaboard, including the Rolex Sydney Hobart Race, the Maria Island Race in Tasmania, the Adelaide to Port Lincoln, Sydney 

Mooloolaba, Sydney Gold Coast, Brisbane to Gladstone and the big regattas in Hobart, Geelong, Airl ie Beach and Hami lton Island. 

The panel chose Matt Allen in recognition of his success with his Fa rr 52 /chi Ban. He sa il ed the boat into th ird place in last yea r's Rolex 

Sydney Hobart Yacht Race and went on to win the CYCA's Blue Water Pointscore. Matt, Vice Commodore of the CYCA, also sa iled /chi Ban into 

th ird place in the IRC Division of Sai ling South Race Week in Hobart before retu rn ing to Sydney for the Mooloolaba Race to cl inch the Blue Water 

Pointscore. He has since sold !chi Ban 
In addition to his ocean racing, Matt played a key ro le in organising the 2005 Rolex Farr 40 One Design World Championship hosted by the 

CYCA last March. He also competed in his Farr 40, also named /chi Ban, winning the first two races against an international fleet. 

Other finalists for the Ocean Racer Award, which traditionally goes to yacht owners and/or skippers, were Michael Spies, owner/skipper of the 
Beneteau 44.7, then called First National Real Estate, Steven David, owner/skipper of the Reichel/Pugh 60 Wild Joe and Anthony Paterson, 

owner/skipper of the Mumm 30 Tow Truck. 
Alex Whitworth sai led into Sydney Harbour at the helm of his Brolga 33 Berrimilla the morning of the Ro lex Skippers'. Cocktai l Party for the 

first time since he was part of the 116 boat fleet in the 2004 60th Rolex Sydney Hobart Race. Shortly after finishing the race to Hobart last year 

he and crewman Peter Crozier set sai l for the UK, sa il ing around Cape Horn to the Falkland Islands then across the South and North Atlantic. They 

then competed in the Rolex Fastnet Race placing 11th overa ll and second in their , sion. 
Sailing off into the Atlantic again, tney headed back to Austra lia, this time rounaing the Cape of Good Hope to reach Hobart and then Sydney 

o raee in the 2005 Roi x Sy~ney Hoba hile the cing lub, which conducts the Fastnet Race, awarded 

Be rim 'lla and its crew i(s a n al Seama ship Award / 

La e Macquarie yachtsman Brett Filby was name the Ocean Racing rewperson of the ear. Brett is the navigator and a key crewmember of 

Anthony Paterson's Mumm 30 Tow Truck, which earl ier this year wo tne Sydney Mooloolaba Yacht Race for the second time. Tow Truck was one 

of the smallest boats in the 2005 Rolex Sydney Hobart Race. 

"Brett and I have been sai ling together on various boats over the past 15 years, including contesti ng the 2200 nautica l mile Pacific Cup Race 

from San Francisco to Hawaii," said skipper Paterson. "He is a very solid sai lor in ocean racing - I wou ld depend my life on Brett." 

Ocean Racing Rookie of the Year for 2005 was Geelong yachtsman Tony Fowler who is campaigning for the first season his own yacht 

Ocean Skins, an Inglis 14m sloop. So far he has sa il ed Ocean Skins in the 2005 Sydney Gold Coast. Gold Coast Mackay and Melbourne to 

Stanley Races. Peter Campbell 

R-L: Matt Allen Ocean Racer of the Year, Brett Filby Ocean 
Racing Crewperson 
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L-R: Alex Wh itworth, Tony Fowler, Matt Allen and 
Brett Filby 
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