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OOcome to the first edition of Offihore Yachting for 2006 and our first as 

ublishers of this iconic, ocean racing magazine. Whilst much will be 

familiar, you will notice a fresh new design and editorial approach in 

keeping with the heritage of Offihore Yachting blended with OCEAN - our specialist 

marine publication focusing on the luxury marine scene. And you will continue to see 

changes in the issues ahead as we expand the editorial content, readership and scope of 

the magazine. 

This issue is the annual special edition highlighting the blue water classic that is the 

Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. And what a special race it was with a triple treat of a line 

honours win, corrected time win and a new race record being achieved by Wild Oats XI. 
Whilst the success of the latest, carbon fibre, canting-keel super maxi has changed forever 

the big end of the race to Hobart, closer examination shows that prudent tactics, course 

selection and favourable winds had a fair, if not equal, part to play in the historic win. 

Although wind and sea conditions increased considerably for the smaller and slower 

yachts in the fleet, the 2005 race was generally considered an enjoyable, but always 

challenging affair with few great dramas at sea. 

Our Offihore Yachting Features Editor Adrian Herbert together with Rolex Sydney Hobart 

Media Director Bruce Montgomery from Hobart have compiled a comprehensive report 

on the race south. All the results in each division are of course published in full, together 

with some sensational race photography. 

We also cover a host of other summer racing from around the country including the 

Rolex Trophy and Level rating series, Skandia Geelong Race Week, the Volvo 70 World 

Racers and the Melbourne stopover, Savills Short Ocean Racing Championships , the 

Pittwater-Coffs classic, Sailing South Week in Tasmania and a preview to the new 

scheduling of the upcoming Sydney-Gold Coast race. 

The issue also features many pages of news in Seamark, a Destination Tonga special 

feature, and reviews on three very different yachts new to the market. 

Ojfihore Yachting Editor-at-Large Peter Campbell farewells John Bennetto, an old salt and 

Sydney Hobart legend who has sailed his last race, as well as recounting his latest tales 

and experiences in his regular column Down the Rhumbline. 
We hope you enjoy this issue and as new publishers of Offihore Yachtingwe 
wholeheartedly encourage your feedback, suggestions on new feature ideas and editorial 

and photographic contributions, so that we can continue to improve your read. 

Yours in yachting, 

Anthony Twibill 
PUBLISHER 

!~clonan 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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G-PILOT 3380 

Winner - Best electronics, Amsterdam 2005. 
Navman's innovative new colour autopilot is a world first and was recently awarded the prestigious DAME award across all marine 
electronics for 2005. 
• The high resolution colour screen delivers full course information in all lighting conditions. 
• The control dial and animated graphical displays make using the G-Pilot 3380 effortless. 
• Expect precise vessel control with the included rate gyro, while SmartCraft™ and Navbus interfaces make the autopilot fully 

system compatible. 

Navman Australia Pty Limited 

Ph: (02) 9879 9000 Fax: (02) 9879 9001 
e-mail: sales@navman.com.au 
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GEOFF LAVIS, COMMODORE, CRUISING YACHT CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 

Welcome to a new year and a new publisher for Offshore Magazine .We are very 
pleased to now be associated with NPG and trust that you will notice subtle 
changes in this first edition. CYCA member, Anthony Twibill, the publisher/CEO 
of NPG, in conjunction w ith the magazine's managing editor, Hil lary Buckman, 
plan to introduce more changes over time to improve the content, appearance 
and readability of the magazine . Anthony and his team are approaching this task 
with great enthusiasm and faith in the magazine and we look forward to a long 
and mutually successful association with them. 

L
ase year's Rolex Sydney Hobart 
was a resounding success for the 
Club. T he event attracted 
unprecedented media interest 

and it was not really hard co see why. The 
fleet of 85 was absolute top quality from 
the 30 metre maxis rhrough co the 30 
footers. 

33, Berrimilla, literally right around the 
world co compete in chis event? And you 
can only admire rhe determination of 
David Kent from Canberra in his yacht 
Gillawa, which battled on co finish the 
race on the 2nd of January. I was also cold 
of virtual match racing conditions 
between Heaven Can Wait and Yendys 
across Bass Strait. In face rhere were many 
epic battles throughout the various 
divisions in the fleet. My hearti es t 
congratulations co all divisional winners 
and place getters, and in fact co all rhose 
who competed! 

seasoned campaigner, John Bennetto, 
who holds the record of 44 Sydney 
Hobarts, it was decided, in association 
with the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, 
co ask the Tasmanian Government co 
strike a medallion co recognise the 
achievement of competing in 40 Sydney 
Hobarcs. They kindly agreed co do chis 
and the medallions were presented co 
rhose who had achieved chis significant 
milestone at rhe prizegiving ceremony at 
the RYCT on New Year's Day. Sadly, John 
Bennetto's medallion was awarded 
posrhumously and was collected by Tony 
Nicholas, the skipper of John's last boat, 
Quest, which competed in the 2005 Rolex 
Sydney Hobart. Ochers co receive 
medallions were Richard "Sighcy" 
Hammond (40), the first co reach the 40 
Hobart milestone, Lou Abral1ams (43), 
Tony Cable (42), and Bernie Case (40). 
Bernie sailed on Wild Rose with his son 

Rob, who was doing 

Mose would be aware rhac we had four 
maximum lengrh maxis compete in rhis 
race - it is worrh comparing rhis co the 
face chat the Rolex Maxi World's held in 
Sardinia lase year had two maximum 
lengrh maxis competing. This in itself is 
recognition of the signi ficance of the 
Rolex Sydney Hobart. But the true 
underlying heart of chis iconic event is in 
the balance of rhe fleet: the 70, 60, 50, 40 
and 30 footers. The owners and crews 
chat baccle it out in rhe middle and back 
of the fleet, both firs t timers and chose 
who come back year afrer year. 

THE TRUE UNDERLYING HEART OF 
his 21st race, a family 
total of 61 races in the 
61 st running of the 
race! We also had four 

Boats like An thony Paterson's Mumm 
30, Tow Truck, a first time in chis race for 
both the boat and the skipper. He cook 
on the challenges of Bass Strait and the 
race in what can only be described as a 
very small boat. At the orher end of the 
spectrum, the guys on Phillip's Foote 
Witchdoctor sailed the boat in its 25th 

Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, equalling the 
record sec by Mark Twain. I'm sure they 
will be back lacer chis year co claim the 
record for themselves. Who could forge t 
rhe Herculean effort of Alex Whitworth 
and Peter Crozier who sailed their Brolga 

THIS ICONIC EVENT IS IN THE 
BALANCE OF THE FLEET: THE 

70, 60, 50, 40 AND 30 FOOTERS 
sailors reach the 25 

My congratulations also go co Bob 
Oacley's Wild Oats XI which created 
history by not only caking line honours 
and breaking the race record fo r variable 
ballas ted boats but also winning the 
Tattersall's Cup as overall winner on IRC 
- a unique achievement! W hilst chis 
record has been broken, it is important co 
remember chat the "orher" record for 
fas test conventionally ball as ted boats 
remains intact. T his is held by George 
Snow's magnificent Brindabella, set in 
1999. 

Towards rhe end of las t year, with the 
obvious declining health of our most 

yea r milestone and 
receive their 25 year medallions (also 
kindly provided by the Tasmanian 
Government): Tony Hearder; Ed Psalcis; 
Bruce Taylor and Hugh O 'Neill. A most 
signifi cant achievement by all these 
seasoned sailors! 

As a Club, we are very proud to be 
associated with Rolex SA. T hey are not 
only sponsors of chis race and the Rolex 
Trophy, but in effect sponsors and 
significant supporters of our Club. We 
are indeed privileged co have their 
invaluable support at least until the year 
2010 . It was mentioned at the 
prizegiving, and bears repeating here, chat 
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C Ye A THE CRU ISING YACHT CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 
ANNOUNCED THE W INNERS OF ITS PREST IGIOUS 
ANNUAL OCEAN RACER OF TH E YEAR AWARDS AT THE 
ROLE X SKIPPE R S COCKTAIL IN D ECEMBER. 

/ 1 /,I\' ✓J/'ea , rt' ,-pi• atz ,qrt' J' Jtt11z 0 r, 
The CYCA's Ocean Racer of the Year Awards, traditionally made in the final week before the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, recogn ise 

outstanding performances in and contributions to ocean racing over the preceding 12 months. For the second year in succession, the major Ocean 

Racer of the Year Award went to Sydney yachtsman Matt Allen, while the Ocean Racing Veteran of the Year was Alex Whitworth, who returned 

to Sydney only that morning to complete an epic voyage to Britain and back in his little yacht Berrimilla. 
In selecting the winners of the four categories of the Ocean Racer of the Year, the CYCA judging panel assessed results in major offshore races 

around the Australian seaboard, including the Rolex Sydney Hobart Race, the Maria Island Race in Tasmania, the Adelaide to Port Lincoln, Sydney 

Mooloolaba, Sydney Gold Coast, Brisbane to Gladstone and the big regattas in Hobart, Geelong, Airl ie Beach and Hami lton Island. 

The panel chose Matt Allen in recognition of his success with his Fa rr 52 /chi Ban. He sa il ed the boat into th ird place in last yea r's Rolex 

Sydney Hobart Yacht Race and went on to win the CYCA's Blue Water Pointscore. Matt, Vice Commodore of the CYCA, also sa iled /chi Ban into 

th ird place in the IRC Division of Sai ling South Race Week in Hobart before retu rn ing to Sydney for the Mooloolaba Race to cl inch the Blue Water 

Pointscore. He has since sold !chi Ban 
In addition to his ocean racing, Matt played a key ro le in organising the 2005 Rolex Farr 40 One Design World Championship hosted by the 

CYCA last March. He also competed in his Farr 40, also named /chi Ban, winning the first two races against an international fleet. 

Other finalists for the Ocean Racer Award, which traditionally goes to yacht owners and/or skippers, were Michael Spies, owner/skipper of the 
Beneteau 44.7, then called First National Real Estate, Steven David, owner/skipper of the Reichel/Pugh 60 Wild Joe and Anthony Paterson, 

owner/skipper of the Mumm 30 Tow Truck. 
Alex Whitworth sai led into Sydney Harbour at the helm of his Brolga 33 Berrimilla the morning of the Ro lex Skippers'. Cocktai l Party for the 

first time since he was part of the 116 boat fleet in the 2004 60th Rolex Sydney Hobart Race. Shortly after finishing the race to Hobart last year 

he and crewman Peter Crozier set sai l for the UK, sa il ing around Cape Horn to the Falkland Islands then across the South and North Atlantic. They 

then competed in the Rolex Fastnet Race placing 11th overa ll and second in their , sion. 
Sailing off into the Atlantic again, tney headed back to Austra lia, this time rounaing the Cape of Good Hope to reach Hobart and then Sydney 

o raee in the 2005 Roi x Sy~ney Hoba hile the cing lub, which conducts the Fastnet Race, awarded 

Be rim 'lla and its crew i(s a n al Seama ship Award / 

La e Macquarie yachtsman Brett Filby was name the Ocean Racing rewperson of the ear. Brett is the navigator and a key crewmember of 

Anthony Paterson's Mumm 30 Tow Truck, which earl ier this year wo tne Sydney Mooloolaba Yacht Race for the second time. Tow Truck was one 

of the smallest boats in the 2005 Rolex Sydney Hobart Race. 

"Brett and I have been sai ling together on various boats over the past 15 years, including contesti ng the 2200 nautica l mile Pacific Cup Race 

from San Francisco to Hawaii," said skipper Paterson. "He is a very solid sai lor in ocean racing - I wou ld depend my life on Brett." 

Ocean Racing Rookie of the Year for 2005 was Geelong yachtsman Tony Fowler who is campaigning for the first season his own yacht 

Ocean Skins, an Inglis 14m sloop. So far he has sa il ed Ocean Skins in the 2005 Sydney Gold Coast. Gold Coast Mackay and Melbourne to 

Stanley Races. Peter Campbell 

R-L: Matt Allen Ocean Racer of the Year, Brett Filby Ocean 
Racing Crewperson 
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ADAMS TO DIRECT GLOBAL RACE 

Sir Robin Knox-Johnston's Clipper Ventures has appointed Australian single-handed sa ilor David Adams as race director for the VELUX 5 Oceans 

event. Clipper Ventures describes the race as the oldest, most established and continuously run si ngle-handed round the world yacht race. 

The race will start from Bilbao, Spain in October 2006, and will make landfall in Australia and the US.Adams of Melbourne is no stranger to round 

the world races and the VELUX 5 Oceans. He competed twice in the BOC Challenge solo around the world yacht race (now the VELUX 5 Oceans), 

was co-race director for The Race and safety consultant for the Vendee Globe. In 1995, he won Class 2 of the BOC Challenge aboard True Blue, 

slashing 10 days off the then record. 

Adams, 51, qualified as a captain in the merchant navy before becoming a professional yachtsman. He has logged more than 200,000 miles 

competing in some of the world's great ocean races. He was awarded Australian Yachtsman of the Year in 1995-96. In 2000-2001 he was based 

in Paris as co-Race Director (with Denis Horeau) of The Race, a non-stop round the world race in giant catamarans. In 2004-05 he was southern 

ocean safety consultant for the Vendee Globe non-stop solo round the world race, which was won by Frenchman Vincent Riou . 

AUDI SYDNEY HARBOUR REGATTA 

Attracting Audi as a naming sponsor has given a strong boost to Middle Harbour Yacht Club's new major regatta. Now to be known as the Audi 

Sydney Harbour Regatta, the event is to be held March 4-5, the first week end of Sydney Harbour Week. The Audi Sydney Harbour Regatta offers 

an Audi vehicle as the major prize with outstanding perpetual trophies for each class winner, individually designed and handcrafted by award 

winning artist John Woulfe. The event is expected to attract more than 200 boats. Racing wil l be conducted on six course areas on Sydney 

Harbour and offshore with racing open to: IRC Maxi, IRC Sports 30, PHS Yachts (several divisions), JOG, Etchell s, Yngling, Dragon, J24, Sydney 38 

OD, Cavalier 28 yachts and Sydney 32 OD. 

The Sydney 38 One Design class will also compete for their Australian Championship on the Manly circle. 

Participating Clubs will be the Middle Harbour Yacht Club (organising body), Crui si ng Yacht Club of Australia, Sydney Amateur Sailing Club, Royal 

Sydney Yacht Squadron, Royal Australian Navy Sail ing Association, Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club, Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club and Manly 

Yacht Club. 

At the launch of the event last September, Audi Australia 's Managing Director, Joerg Hofmann said (pictured below with MHYC Commodore Ian 

Box). "The opportunity for Audi to become involved with a new sailing project in Australia is of clear interest to us. Around the world the Audi 

brand has had a long-standing involvement with the sport of sailing, particularly in Europe, as the fundamental principles of sailing are a direct 

match with Audi 's core value, the philosophy of pursuing progress through the use of advanced technology. The major lead-up social event to the 

regatta will be a fundraising dinner to be held at the Museum of Contemporary Art on the 18th February, 2006. The dinner wi ll raise funds for the 

National Breast Cancer Foundation. 
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MAX IMUS TO RE-EMERGE 

One disappointment of the 2005 Ro lex Sydney Hobart Race was that the New Zealand super maxi canting keeler Maximus was not a competitor. 

Charles StClair Brown and Bill Buckley's Maximus broke the 1 OD-year-old unlimited monohull trans-Atlantic race record in the Roi ex Trans-Atlantic 

race earlier in the year and was scheduled to make a tilt for the Hobart race record. Unfortunately Maximus, designed by Clay Oliver and Greg 

Elliott, was dismasted in the Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup in Sardinia late in the European racing season. St Clair Brown and Buckley had planned to ship 

Maximus back to New Zealand, repair the mast, replace damaged sails and then sa il to Sydney but the logistics simply didn't prove practical. They 

decided to keep the 1 DO-foot sloop in Europe over the northern winter instead. 

A new mast section was to be made at Southern Spars in Auckland, flown to Europe where it was to be "spliced" and "glued" into the remaining 

section of the mast at the Carbomax Spar factory in Genova on the Mediterranean. As "Offshore" went to press, St Clair Brown and Buckley were 

sti ll considering their program for 2006. The British Virgin Island and Rolex Caribbean Circuit and the 100th anniversary Newport Bermuda race 

were seen as plus events in the Mediterranean. 

hat means a now eagerly awaited meeting with the Australian canting keel super maxis Alfa Romeo and Wild Oats XI should eventuate this year, 

in he'~ed· erranean in the Rolex Maxi Worlds if not before. 

The owners of the Australian boats, Neville Crichton and Bob Oatley have both said they expect to take part in the Rolex Maxi Worlds. 

MCCONAGHY TO BUILD IN CHINA 

Newport, Sydney, yacht builders McConaghy Boats and 

Ch ina's Jinli Composites, have announced a joint venture 

partnership to build boats in China. Mcconaghy International 

wil l build large, custom-designed, composite ocean racing 

yachts for the world market. John Mcconaghy will continue 

to operate his Sydney business. 
Mcconaghy International production will be based at a new 

facility Jinli has established just outside Hong Kong. 

Management and staff from Mcconaghy wil l coordinate and 

manage bui lding procedures whi le Jinli will carry out the 

high tech composite production procedures. 

Mcconaghy Boats has been a leader in high technology 

composite construction for more than 30 years starting with 

building skiffs including 18 footers. The company graduated to 

produce some of the world's largest composite ocean racing hulls including the latest generation canting keelers Morning Glory, Alfa Romeo and 

Wild Oats XI. Jinli was established by sailing enthusiast Francis Wu in the late 1980s and since then has grown from being one of the world's largest 

suppliers of high-tech sailboard equipment to a company creating a widely diversified range of sophisticated composite products, including motorized 

paragliders, award winning bicycles, snowboards, kite boards and more recently composite panels for high performance motor vehicles and race 

cars. Well-known sai lboarder and supermaxi sailor Anders Bringdal became a partner in Jinli two years ago. 
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New Wireless Solutions. 

Control with 
freedom. 

Affordable control 
The S100 gives you basic, on-board 
wireless control of any SeaTalk 
autopilot. 

Easy to use 
Lightweight and compact, the 
SmartController is a breeze to 
use, thanks to its clear display 
and intuitive controls. Additional 
handsets let crew members share 
the information. 

You buy a boat because you love freedom. So why tie yourself to the helm 
and the instrument panel? Raymarine's handheld wireless units let you 
stay in total control from anywhere on the boat. 

The SmartController is compatible with any SeaTalk system, so you can 
check the data from your instruments instantly - course, depth, wind­
speed and so on. And, if you've got an autopilot fitted, you can even 
change course or check for cross-track error, with just the touch of a 
button. Leaving you to enjoy the freedom that made you want a boat in 

Typical SmartController screen information the first place. 

I Radar I Navigation Aids I Instruments I Fishfind .ers Autopilots I Communications I Software I Systems I 
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RAYTALK AUSTRALIA OCEANTALK ASIA Pte Ltd 
36/1 76 South Creek Road l Maritime Square, #09-35 
Dee Why NSW 2099, Australia Harbour Front Centre (World Trade Centre) 
Telephone 61 (02) 9981 9500 Singapore 099253 
Toll free 1800 029 948 Telephone (65) 6270 8105 
Facsimile 61 (02) 9981 9555 Facsimile (65) 6270 5105 
Email raytalk@oceantalk.com.au Email sales@oceantalk.com.sg 

: Please send me information on the 
i new Wireless Controls. 
l NAME 

AOORESS 

~ ,RAYTALK 
!; -I 
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DUFOUR YACHTS 
LA ROCHELLE 

Du.four Cruising Range - 32'5, 365, 385, 4:55 Grande Large Dufour Performa.nce Range - 34, 40, 44 

Victoria - Melbourne 
(03) 9397 3842 pacyacht@bigpond.net.au 

Newcastle - Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club 
(02) 4962 5288 newcastle@pacificyachting .com.au 
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CREW RESCUED 

The crew of the Sydney 38 Savcorwere rescued after the yacht capsized on their return after the 

Rolex Sydney Hobart race. The five crew were rescued soon after daylight on January 4. The yacht 

was about 60 nautical miles south-east of Gaba Island. The crew had been part of a Swedish and 

Finnish race crew which had sai led the boat to fifth place in Division C of the race. The yacht, 

formerly named Obsession, had been chartered from Getaway Sai ling of Sydney. The crew sa id they 

had been battling 40-50 knot gales and six metre high seas when they were capsized overnight. The 

boat quickly righted itself but the crew remained in difficulties and put out an SOS. The crew 
members - skipper Peter Westerlund, Juha Vorvenniemi, Mikael Strand, Goran Antila and Mikaela 

Ahl back were rescued by the Eden-based NSW police vessel Fearless. They were taken to Eden 
suffering from minor injuries, exhaustion, sea sickness, and hypothermia. Police Sergeant James 

Hinkley praised the crew for staying with the yacht after the capsize, a decision which he said may 

have saved their lives. In an operation organised by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, the 

bulk cement carrier, Goliath, was cal led on to stand by the yacht. The ship was then used as a shield 

to protect the yacht from the worst of the wind and waves as the rescue was put into effect. 

The crew of Fearless instructed the sailors to launch and board a liferaft and al low it to trai l behind 

the yacht. The sai lors were then rescued from the liferaft. 
After being put ashore in Eden, Mikaela Ahlback, 22, was asked whether she had been scared 

during the 13 hours the boat had been in trouble. She said she had not had time to be scared. But 

asked whether she would sail in Australian waters again, she replied emphatically "Never." 

Chief executive of Getaway Sailing Andrew Lygo said the Savcorcrew were all experienced and had 

completed disaster training, including how to deal with hypothermia, before taking part in the Rolex 

Sydney Hobart Race. 

He sa id it was unclear exactly what had happened but fatigue had probably been a factor in the 
yacht getting into difficulties. "I think (it was) a cumulation of extreme tiredness and fatigue ... 

remembering that these people have just come back from the Sydney to Hobart, had a two-day rest 

in Hobart, and then got straight back into the action to return the boat to Sydney." 

Australian Maritime Safety Organisation spokesman Greg Smith said the yacht's motor had 

remained operational after if got into difficulties but at the time of the rescue it did not appear to 

operating at normal power. Mr Lygo sa id it was hoped to locate the yacht and retrieve it but this was 

not achieved. Ten days after the rescue, a sighting of the yacht was reported by the crew of a bulk 

carrier. It was not sighted again so was unlikely to be recovered. 

'LOCAL: OPEN 60 

Ocean World, a new Austra lian designed Open 60 fo r Spaniard Unai Basurko was recent ly 

launched in Sydney. 

The Andy Dovell -designed boat was built by Kanga Birtles' Jarkan Yachtbuilders. 

Basurko planned to sail the boat back to his base in Bilbao, Spain, 

the start and finish city for the Velux 5 Oceans Race (formerly the Around Alone event). 

Basurko planned to undertake the voyage in two stages: to Panama accompanied by Gonzalo 

Tercefio then a solo Atlantic cross ing - his fifth - to Bilbao. The Velux 5-0ceans race starts from 

Bilbao on October 22. 

CRICHTON'S SWING AT 
CRITICS 

Neville Crichton, the owner of super maxi 

Alfa Romeo, has defended canting keel 

boats against claims that they are unsafe 

in a letter to the sailing website 

scuttlebutteurope.com. In January he 

wrote: "The past few weeks have seen 

considerable space given to the belief in 
some quarters that canting keels are, in 

some way, inherently unreliable and 

prone to failure. 

"The facts simply do not bear this belief 

out. "Alfa Romeo has now completed 

more than 6,500 nautical miles in a wide 

variety of weather and sailing conditions, 

including three Tasman crossings, the 

Rolex Sydney to Hobart race, close 

quarters racing in Sydney and Hamilton 

Island and all without a single failure of 
the canting keel. 

"Most recently this including a crossing 

with a delivery crew from Hobart to 

Auckland in five and a half days, with 

heavy weather and speeds of up to 35 

knots. Nor is reliability restricted to Alfa 

Romeo. Both Pyewacket and Morning 
Glory have been sailing reliably for more 

than three years and, of course, Wild Oats 

performed - unfortunately for me -

impeccably in the race to Hobart! 

"The issue is not whether canting keels 

have an inherent problem, as some 

people seem to believe. It is much more 

basic. It comes back to the quality of the 

design, the construction and the 

integration of the canting keel into the 

design of the yacht as a whole, as well as 

how the yacht is sailed. 

"Just about anything on a yacht will fail if 

it is poorly designed, poorly constructed 
and the yacht sailed badly! Equally, every 

new form of technology that has been 

developed - not just in yachting - has 

failures in its development stages. "What 

is required is not a witch hunt against 

canting keels, but a careful 

analysis of the quality design and 

construction that has made Alfa Romeo 

and others both reliable and quick, as 

well as making our sport even more 
exciting for sailors and spectators alike." 
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The Royal Danish Yacht Club is to host next 

year's Rolex Farr 40 Worlds. 

The Farr 40 Class Association announced the 

club had won the battle to host the 2007 

series; it had been up against clubs in 

Athens, Porto Cerva, Sardinia, Palma de 

Majorca in Spain and St. Tropez in France. 

The Sports Foundation Denmark 

(ldrretsfonden Danmark) actively assisted the 
Royal Danish Yacht Club in winning the 

event. 

Racing will take place on Oresund, just off 

Ma lmo, waters on which America's Cup fleet 

races were held last European summer. The 

Royal Danish Yacht Club expects yachts from 

Austra lia, the US, Italy, Greece, France, 

Eng land, Holland, Germany, Finland, Norway, 

Sweden as wel l as local competitors, no 

doubt including Prince Frederick of Denmark 

who proved himself a more than competent 

helmsman in the 2005 Worlds in Sydney. 
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NEW RECORD FOR GERONIMO 

After being repaired in Australia, the giant French trimaran Geronimo 

has set a new Los Angeles to Honolulu record of four days, 19 hours, 

31 minutes and 37 seconds. Olivier de Kersauson's Capgemini and 

Schneider Electric sponsored boat crossed the fin ish line off Diamond 

Head, Oahu early on November 18. This gave Geronimo a hat trick of 

ocean passage records since pulling out of the 2005 Doha Race with 

damage to one of its forward crossbeams. The first record was an 

around Australia circumnavigation followed by the Tahiti Nui Chal lenge 

record for the Sydney to Papeete, French Polynesia, passage. 

The 2215 nautical mile Los Angeles Honolulu record came at the end of 

an anxious final 24 hours. Geronimo's crew fina lly succeeded in 

trimming 13 hours off the previous record of five days, nine hours, 18 

minutes and 26 seconds, set in the 1997 Transpac race by Bruno 

Peyron. This was the first time this record had been attempted in the 

northern hemisphere winter. The maxi trimaran averaged 19.17 knots, 

the third fastest WSSRC long range (more than 2000 miles) record 

passage speed to date. De Kersauson 's 11 -man French crew included 

long time second in command Didier Ragot. other French statwarts 

and a couple of US sailors. 

NEW WOR LD MATCH RACING TOUR 

The International Sailing Federation (ISAF) has signed a 

memorandum of understanding as the first phase in the achievement 

of a long-term partnership to run the World Match Racing Circuit 

Formerly the Swedish Match Tour, the circu it features 10 premier 

ISAF-graded match raci ng events. Competitors in each ea rn points 

toward the world title. 

The memorandum of understanding sets out the objectives of the 

partnership in which ISAF wil l grant the World Match Racing Tour "ISAF 

Special Event" status. Among other benefits, Special Event status 

allows the tour to use the term "World" in marketing and promotion. 

In addition, from 2007 onwards, the winner of the World Match Racing 

Tour will be awarded the title of ISAF Match Racing World Champion. 

Another component of the MOU is the creation of the World Tour 

Committee, including representatives of ISAF and the World Tour. The 

five-member committee will be responsible for reviewing existing 

events, agreeing on the invitation process and the use of other graded 

regattas as qualifying events, providing input into the ISAF World 

Match Race Rankings, and exploring the formation of women's and 

youth match-racing tours. The new cooperation between the 

professional match-rac ing series and sailing's world governing body 

gr.ew from a proposal submitted to the ISAF Match Racing Committee 

last November at its Annual Conference. 



AZZURA TAKES ON 
M ARTEN YACHTS 

Australian-based Azzura Marine is now 

representing New Zealand based Marten 

Yachts in Australia. Marten-built yachts have 

competed in-.(llany major international events 
including the America's Cup, Whitbread and 

other round the world events. Azzura Marine 

says their relationship with the company wi ll 

give them access to the latest construction 

technologies. Marten has a reputation for 

striking an appropriate balance between 

performance and comfort in the highly 

competitive cruiser/ racer market, with its current 

range of Reichel/Pugh designs. The range 

includes the Marten 49, Marten 67, Marten 72 

and Marten 85. 

Marten yachts are to be exhibited at European 

boat shows this year as a resu lt of Azzura Marie 

reaching agreement with Ancasta International 

• ertake the role 

l ~ 
construction by Azzura in Austral ia. The two 

boats are scheduled for completion in July 2006. 

PR IVILEGE'S ALL ROUND 

BLUEW ATER TO BU ILD CAVALIERS 

Lake Macquarie builders Bluewater Cruising Yachts is to take on bu ilding the popular Cavalier 

range. 

Included in the Cavalier range is the Laurie Davidson designed 395, one of Australias most 

popu lar small cru iser racers. 

Established in 1989, Bluewater has built more than 45 yachts ranging from 24 foot catamarans 

to 50-foot custom designed monohulls. 

Bluewater managing director David Bradburn says his firms reputation has been backed by the 

industry with contact work for other boat manufacturers. 

He says the fractiona lly rigged Cava lier 395 wi ll be ava ilable in several layouts and wi ll al low 

owners to add their own individual requ irements. Options range from two state rooms and one 

or two heads with hot and cold showers through to versions buil t under survey for charter use. 

Bluewater also recently produced the first of new des ign of its own, the Bluewater 450M. The 

Port Stephens owners of th is yacht wanted a reliable offshore cruising boat that wou ld also be 

suitable for social rac ing. 

Bradburn says the ideas for Fridays Ch ild were developed over three years. He is anticipating 

the sleek modern looks and practica l cruising design features of the 14 tonne laden yacht will 

attract considerable interest. 

A distincfive eature of the ~ OM is ~ targa/ma insheet arch by JF Arnott Design which sleekly 

com i~ cru ising features such as a ,oimini hood and so lar panels 

For further information phone (02) 4956 8522 

New to Australia from Alliaura Marine in France are the Privi lege 

Catamarans - top of the line Performance Sailing Catamarans. 

Safe, fast and easily handled in all conditions by a small crew, the 

Privilege 495 combines traditional standards of workmanship with 

the very latest in ergonomic design and materials. 

There are four double cabins (each with showers), which will 

easily accommodate eight guests. There is fu ll height headroom 

throughout the great majority of the inside. 

The open plan dining and saloon area is huge, with extra seating 

around a 'retractable' bar. The galley is bright and wel l-venti lated 

with luxury top of the range fittings, and there is excel lent 

interaction between the galley and living area. The starboard hull has a work station desk area with swivel seat. The chart table is overlooked by two 

technical consoles - navigation instruments (automatic pi lot, GPS-radar screen, etc), electrical switch panels and the resource indicators (water, fuel, 

generator etc). The Privilege catamarans are remarkably stable. lsophtalic res ins and gel coats provide excel lent shock and fatigue res istance, optimum 

heat and noise insulation, and are easy to repair. The boat has sandwich hul l sides - foam/glass reinforced polyester and vacuum bagged. 

For further information contact Pacific Yachting Newcastle (02) 4962 5288 mobile 0410 493 144 
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BY Bruce Maxwell 

Sailing the "Asian regatta circuit" has become an interesting option for Australian 

and New Zea land yachtsmen during lulls in domestic events. Ray Roberts, agent for 

German-run and partly Australian and New Zealand staffed DK Yachts of Malacca, in 

Malaysia, is helping to fan enthusiasm for Passages North, but careful planning is 

needed. 

Currently the "circuit" is being co-ordinated and promoted by Marty Rijkuris, who 

used to skipper Darwin surgeon Dr John Wardill's 16 m wooden-hu lled Jack Cassidy 

design Australian Maid, a regular entrant in Asian series since the early 90s. He 

started the site http://asianyachting.com six years ago, and his "circuit" has recently 

built up to an astonishing 25+ events. By no means all, however, are "regattas" as 

the term is understood here. 

Asia's greatest bluewater classic, the 630 nautical mile China Sea Race from Hong 

Kong on the China Coast to Manila Bay in the Phili ppines, started in 1962, and 

reached its zenith in the 80s, when fleets of nearly 100 yachts would set forth, 

including glamour maxis such as Kialoa 111 and Windward Passage, and later 

Condor and Nirvana. 

The first maxi to win the event was Australian Jack Rooklyn's Ba llyhoo in 1976. 

That year an early typhoon headed straight up the rhumb line from Hong Kong to 

Mani la. The Roya l Observatory's man told a packed Chart Room at Royal Hong Kong 

Yacht Club that winds would be nor'east but could veer to sou'west or indeed to 

anywhere on the compass rose, and they wou ld be light to moderate increasing to 

st ong and maybe gale force. He covered all bets. he meeting broke up in laughter 

when a laco ic Aussie d awled fro , the back oft e room: "Any chance of snow?" 

TheJ)hina Sea Series evolved at this time, as part of the circuit that also included 

the Admiral's Cup in the English Channel , the Kenwood Cup in Hawaii, and the 

Southern Cross Cup in Australia. Sponsors like Corum and Champagne Mumm were 

common to all four. And Hong Kong-based expats and Chinese alike proved they 

could be fierce competitors, twice placing thi rd in tough 14-nation AC fleets of the 

late 70s. Hong Kong's Bill Turnbull , a Deacons solicitor, won the Sydney-Hobart in 

1973 in Ceil 111, and more recently, in 1997, the year Britain handed Hong Kong back 

to China, Karl Kwok was successful in his Farr 51 Beau Geste driven by Gavin Brady. 

Sadly, in the early 90s, RH KYC switched sponsorship from the CSR to a coastal around-the-islands event 

known as the China Coast Cup, and the bluewater classic has languished ever since, although fleets are 

beginning to bui ld up again. The 23rd bienn ial China Sea Race starts 13 April this year, and takes place over 

the Easter holidays, when the predominantly Catholic Philippines is "closed" anyway. The finishing line was 

switched in the 90s to Subic Bay, the former American Naval Base north of Manila Bay, because the water 

there is cleaner, and Subic Bay Yacht Club has many faci lities. The CSR is now 565 nautical mile. Then 

fo llows the Philippines' premier event, the President's Cup, in Subic Bay from 18-22 April. In odd numbered 

years, yachts still race from Hong Kong across the South China Sea, but only 480 nautical mile to San 

Fernando in La Union Province. Both races are Category 1 Safety. 

This year the front-runners are li kely to include China-based Kiwi Neil Pryde, best-known for the boardsail 

company that bears his illustrious name, who has lately bought Ray Roberts' DK 46 Hollywood Boulevard 

and had it further optimized at DK Yachts. Also in the hunt for handicap honours will be Nick Burns' Farr­

Mi lls 51 Mandrake, and Robert Knight's DK 46 Drumstick. A selection of 20-30 metre yachts usually vie for 

li ne honours, while in Premier Cruising, known jocularly as "the furniture class", Aussie Geoff Hill has been 

doing well in regional regattas in his Lyons 49 Strewth. 
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The race itself sets off from the fairly 

grotty, shallow and lumpy China Coast, but 

after 50-1 00 nautical mile miles yachts are 

into the long low swells of a bright blue 

hiss ing South China Sea, driven by the 

prevailing nor'east monsoon along a SSE 

/ course to Su,biG Bay. Headwinds can crop p 

( /'(ioser Lu~. larges 'of he Philippm · 
il/ ,OOfl-islancl"archipelag , and tacticians '.tarry 

about staying out or going in to pick up land 

breezes, but at the end of the race the beer is 

co ld and cheap, the Filipinos are very friendly, 

and there are many attractive cru ising 

options. 

These days the principal "Asian regatta 

circuit" starts with the China Coast Cup in 

Hong Kong in October, fo llowed by either the 

655 nautica l mile race from Hong Kong to 

Nha Trang in Vietnam, which Skandia won 

last outing and where Sunsail has just opened 

a base, or the 355 nautical mile race from 

Hong Kong to Hainan, China's large southern 

island ca lled by some a "future Florida". This 

year Hong Kong - Nha Trang starts 25 

October. Both events act as feeders for East 

Asian yachts head ing to the regattas of 

South-East Asia. 

Next is Malaysia's 17th Raja Muda Regatta 

from 18-26 November, a popular island­

hopping event that starts at Royal Selangor 

24 I offshore 

Yacht Club in Port Klang and continues in 

short 60 nautical mile overnight races to 

Pangkor, Penang and Langkawi, the three 

well -known tourist islands off peninsula 

Malaysia. Langkawi is only 110 nautical mile 

from Phuket, where the 20th King's Cup 

Regatta will be held 4-9 December, allowing 

time t fly back or the Rolex Sydney-Hobart, 

as many sailors do, albeit obviously 

competing in different yachts. The 13th 

Singapore Straits Regatta, which includes a 

stage in the neighbouring Indonesian island of 

Batam, completes this "prime series" 

although, being right on the equator, it is 

often plagued by lack of wind. 

Of the rest, best bets are the Royal 

Langkawi Regatta 12-27 February, and the 

Manila-Borocay Race starting 15 February. 

This one had a 40 knot blast two years ago. 

Long-time Thailand resident Kiwi Bill Gasson, 

whose former steed Big Buzzard is presently 

cruising in Australian waters, runs the Top of 

the Gu lf Regatta from Ocean Marina 4-7 May, 

and then 21-27 May the 5th Ko Samui 

Regatta . 

Other exotic titles include the Andaman 

Sea Rally (Jan), Singapore-Brunei Cha llenge 

(Jan), 9th QBE Insurance Phang Nga Bay 

Regatta (27-31 Jan), Rebak Champagne Run 

(ex-Phuket 11 Feb), 3rd Borneo Cup (27 April -

1 May, mostly involving oil expats in Labuan 

and Sarawak), Republic of Singapore YC 

Regatta (July), Darwin-Kupang Ra lly (22 July), 

Oantum Naga Cup (22-23 July in Phuket), 2nd 

Phuket Race Week (27-30 July), 9th Western 

Circuit Regatta (13-20-26 August, Singapore), 

the Sandeq Race (10-17 August, for 

trad itional sailcraft from Makassar in 

Sulawesi), the Asean Regatta at Port Dickson 

in Malaysia (Nov, but it appears to have 

folded now that Auss ie organizer Peter Ahern 

has pulled up sticks), and the Monsoon Cup in 

Terengganu on Malaysia's China Sea Coast 

(29 Nov - 4 Dec, 7th event of the Swedish 

Match Tour, involving Peter Gilmour). 

Since the 70s Darwin Sailing Club has 

billed itself as organizing "Austra lia's 

largest overseas annual yacht race", first with 
the Darwin - Dili Dash, then the Darwin -

Ambon Race, and when religious fighting 

broke out in Ambon, the Darwin-Bali Race 

and a Darwin-Kupang-Bali Ra lly, which acts 

as a feeder for predominantly Asia-Pacific 

cruising yachts to reach the 14,000-island 

Indonesian archipelago with their three-month 

Cruising Permits supplied by the race officials 

on entry. Moves are afoot to get a proper 

yacht Darwin-Bali Race going again. For more 

information, Marty Rijrukis' site supplies 

links to each of these events. 
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The triple of line honours, corrected time win and a new race 
record was widely predicted for the 2005 Rolex Sydney Hobart. 
The new Wild Oats XI, skippered by Mark Richards, did it bur 
not without drama along the way. It was a fitting win for the 

boar's owner Bob Oatley, who controversially introduced the canting keel to 
mainstream ocean racing three years ago with the 60-fooc Wild Oars IX, 
now Wild Joe. Since then, che concept has been successfully adopted for 
new generation super maxis in the US and Europe as well as Australia. 

But the 2005 Rolex Sydney Hobart was the most spectacular success so 
far for the technology originally developed for shore-handed sailing. This 
was the first time any boat had achieved che triple since Rani in the first 
Sydney Hobart in 1945 and it was only the fifth rime the line honours 
winner had also won on corrected time. 

The multiple victory for the 98-fooc Reichel-Pugh designed canting 
ballast keel twin foil (CBTF) yacht was especially impressive because of the 
problems it had to overcome. 

The carbon fibre composite hull - built by McConaghy Boats - was 
lowered into the water for che first rime only at the beginning of December. 
Modifications were then made below the waterline just days before che race. 
These included fitting a new largely tungsten ballast bulb, and a modified 
forward foil, changes which affected the draft of the boat. 

Pre-start weather forecasts were favourable for the race record to be 
broken but did not suggest ideal record breaking weather. The actual 
conditions largely followed the script but with a few twists. Fading breezes 
over the first night proved to fade much more than expected with the result 
chat Wild Oats XI fell well behind the pace sec by race record of 1 day, 19 
hours, 48 minutes and 10 seconds. 

Bue the next day the breeze built and by the afternoon the crew of 24 had 
Wild Oats XI running fast under spinnaker and hitting speeds probably 
never before reached over the course. 

That afternoon Wild Oats XI pulled ahead of Nokia's phantom position on 
the sked as well as chat of its realcime major competition - Neville Crichton's 
similar McConaghy-builc Reichel/Pugh designed Alfa Romeo. 

As it turned out, Alfa Romeo had lost its chance of glory on chat first night 
by taking the more conservative option of staying offshore. According to 
Bureau of Meteorology forecaster Sean Carson before the race, char was 
where che breeze was more likely to persist. 

But on Wild Oats XI, as che sun slipped coward the horizon, joint 
navigators Adrienne Cahalan and David Dickson chose to stay inshore off 
Green Cape. That move gave Wild Oats XI a minimum 14 nautical mile lead 
for the rest of the race. 

Next morning - speaking by satellite phone - Cahalan said: "We went 
inshore, and chat's where ic made the difference for us. We got a bit further 
down into the rhumb line down south and chat's where the wind came in 
for us. We got a nice windshift off Gabo Island and I chink chat's where we 
cook a seep forward. We had a lictle more wind than we expected. We got 
the better case scenario where we kept some wind all night." 

In Hobart she explained: "We had a sec of parameters of where we wanted 
to be and when. 

"In chis race there were quire a few little corridors of breeze; it wasn't 
simply go offshore and you'll gee the best wind. It was more about placing 
yourself very carefully in the pockets of wind for down the track. 
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BELOW: Space was tight on the second start line 
RIGHT: Peter Campbell firing the ten minute gun. 
BOTTOM: The leaders clear South Head 
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"And at one stage, particularly, it seemed that getting south 
was important because that was where the breeze filled in from. 
That played an important role in our decision co gybe chat first 
night and co sail on the favoured gybe in the north-west shift. 

"We all worked together, analyzing the way che boar was 
being sailed, what we thought the wind was going co do as well 
as looking on the race web site co see what Alfa was doing all 
the time." 

Alfa Romeo owner-skipper Neville Crichton agreed chat call 
was the defining moment of che race. 

"We fell in a hole. We were doing just three or four knots at 
Green Cape. Wild Oats cook off and was doing 18 knots and 
that was the end of the yacht race," he said. 

"All our weather routing cold us chat it would be offshore. We 
made a blue. They got the breeze before us; they were doing 18 
knots and we were doing eight. 

"Maybe they are smarter than I am. Maybe i we had 
someone we could have copied with a perfect boat we would 

have done the same." 
Crichton was ruing the face that Wild Oats XI owner Bob 

Oatley had been able co wait until his boat had been designed 
and then go for a similar design from the same team but 
optimize it more for running and reaching. 

"This was a downwind race," he said. 
The boat for boat battle between Wild Oats XI and Alfa 

Romeo began in pre-start manoeuvres. 
With the big boats starting from a line 100 metres forward of 

the line for che rest of the fleet, the five super maxis were able 
co cover each ocher's moves and spent most of the final ten 
minutes off Bradley's Head wheeling in right circles as if in 
match racing competition. 

The breeze had moved from south-east co north-north-east 
favouring che pin end and giving the opportunity for a single 
tack fetch down the North Shore side of the harbour, leaving 
the Sow and Pigs Reef co starboard and then freeing sheets 
slightly co sail directly co Mark X-Ray off South Reef and on co 
the turn mark - Mark Zulu - just offshore. 

Clearly, the tacticians of all five wanted char clear air pin 
end stare. 

At the gun, Wild Oats XI, Konica Minolta and Alfa Romeo 

crossed almost in a line abreast from windward to leeward. 

Best start 
Wild Oats XI appeared co have the best scare, closest co the 

pin, crossing the line right on the gun. To leeward was Konica 
Minolta then the British Open 60 Hugo Boss and Alfa Romeo 
accelerating rapidly. The Sean Langman skippered AAPT2 was 
some distance further co leeward with rant Wharringcon's 
Skandia even further east after reaching down behind the line 



Tasman Island; Goldfinger closes on Cape Raou l; 
Tow Truck battles south 

co gee clear of the ocher super maxis j use before the start. 
Wild Oats XI soon pulled out well ahead of Stewart Thwaites' 

Konica Minolta from New Zealand. Sailing higher and faster, 
Alfa Romeo then soon establishing a clear second place. 

Meanwhile, Wild Oats XI was beginning co build on its 
narrow lead over Alfa Romeo while Skandia , AAPT2, Hugo 

Boss and the 66-fooc Coogans Scores - the Tasmanian 
chartered former AAPT - were co leeward and soon tacked 
ease. AAPT2 quickly tacked back coward the North Shore 
again, suggesting she had only made the first tack co gain clear 
air. Skandia and Hugo Boss, however, stayed on course co the 
Eastern Suburbs side of the harbo ur passing co the east of the 
Sow and Pigs reef. 

By mark X-Ray, Wild Oats XI had built a four-boat-length 
lead over Alfa Romeo and rounded about thirty seconds ahead 
but there was clearly nothing between the two in boat speed. 

Coming in lower and harder on the wind, Skandia rounded 
about eight boat lengths further back. 

and, choosing a course closer inshore, she inched ahead of 
Wild Oats XI. 

By the morning, however, Wild Oats XI had regained the lead 
and was gaining in the reaching and running conditions. Bue 
the winds were not strong enough for her co keep up with 
Nokia's record setting performance of 1999. Ac noon, Wild Oats 

XI was halfway across Bass Strait but still 52 nautical miles 
behind Nokia's position on the sked. Alfa Romeo remained in 
touch about 14 nautical mi les behind and with Skandia another 
43 miles back. 

T he winds then picked up to about 30 knots from the north­
east ahead of a forecast west/south-westerly change enabling 
Wild Oats XI to increase speed to an average of 17 knots. 

DREAM RUN ENDED IN STORM BAY 

Meanwhile, AAPT2 had kept closer to the North Shore and 
passed well to windward of the mark with Sean Langman and 
his crew perhaps hoping to be first to gee into a stronger 
offshore north-easterly or simply seeking to avoid the massive 
flotilla of spectator craft by then already following the two 
leaders or waiting for chem just outside Sydney Heads. 

Approaching the turn mark - Mark Zulu - the large power 
craft in the spectator fleet had whipped up the moderate sea to 
washing machine spin cycle conditions behind the leading two. 

Wild Oats XI turned south comfortably ahead of Alfa Romeo 

but as Alfa Romeo freed sheets slightly to come down from a 
higher course it was clear she had cue the lead. Skandia rounded 
third and headed inshore away from the disturbed water but 
appeared to then be in lighter breeze. 

AAPT2 rounded the mark next, well ro seaward but then 
headed inshore. 

Sailing through sloppy waves in the wake of spectator craft, 
Konica Minolta had to put in a tack to round the mark in a 
sloppy seaway and lose ground on the leaders. 

An hour after the start, the two leaders were just off the 
entrance to Botany Bay. Alfa Romeo had changed headsails 

30 I offshore 

Dramatic change 
Wild Oats XI maintained its lead across the Bass Strait and 

down the Tasmanian East Coast to Storm Bay. She reached a 
top speed of 30 knots in 32 knots of breeze from the north as 
she approached Tasman Island as the second dawn of the race 
broke. There the dream run ended. A kite blew out and soon 
afterwards the boom vang tore away from the masc. There was 
more drama just ten nautical miles from the finish . Soon after 
rounding the Iron Poe at the mouth of the Derwent River in 30 
knots the crew tacked. In the course of the tack a slack running 
backscay snagged the top of the mainsail. Several battens were 
torn out and the sail started flogging, threatening to self­
descrucc. The crew was forced to drop the main and 
ignominiously sail on under headsail only. 

Wild Oats XI still managed co make 12 knots but Alfa Romeo 

was rapidly gaining. There were, however, not enough sea miles 
left for the better windward performer co catch up. 

Wild Oats XI crossed the line ten seconds after 8am to sec 
a new race record of 1 day, 18 hours, and 10 minutes for the 
628-mile course, cutting more than an hour off Nokia's 

previous record. That was an average of 14.7 knots for the 



straight line course. 
Richards' reaction to taking line honours after the problems 

of the final stretch was: "Huge, huge relief." 
He said his crew had sailed "a pretty flawless race" but then 

the last ten miles had proved typical of the unpredictability of 
ocean racing. 

When Alfa Romeo arrived an hour and sixteen minutes later, 
Neville Crichton was clearly disappointed. 

"They outsmarted us," he said. "We gave it our best shot. 
We've beaten them in six out of seven races so far, they've 
beaten us in one. But this was the important one." 

T he other super maxis arrived within a few hours. 
Third across the line was Skandia - which had been almost 

completely rebuil t since it lost its canting keel in last year's 
tough race. Skandia had impressively made time on the leaders 
in the early stages down the NSW coast but an engine 
breakdown after 24 hours resulted in loss of the hydraulic 
power needed to cant the keel. The crew was finally forced to 
lock the keel in a vertical position. 

"We have the option of moving the keel from one side to the 
other with a small electric motor but it takes about eight 
minutes, whereas the engine takes 30 seconds," skipper Grant 
Wharington explained. "We think we turned the engine off at 

TOP: Wild Oats XI on her record-breaking run south 
ABOVE: Cha llenge heading for her Division win 

When it comes to marine safety, there is no compromise. 
Since 1920, the RFD name has become synonymous for "safety first". With that commitment, it's no wonder the 
world's defence forces, airlines and commerclal sea carriers all carry the name RFD. Available at leading marine 
chandlers, boatbuilders or direct from RFD. Visit www.rfd.com.au or phone 1800 646 086. 
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one stage and it gulped water back in through the exhaust. 
"The biggest problem was that while we were crying to fix 

the keel, we were sailing the wrong gybe for about three hours, 
and chat lost us a lot of time, perhaps 20 miles." 

For a while the engine did work again and Wharington 
estimates the crew gybed 15-20 times. But when the engine 
failed for a second time Skandia was forced to sail the rest of 
the race with the keel locked on the centreline." 

The water-ballasted Konica Minolta arrived next with owner 
Stewart T hwaites reporting a trouble-free race. 

"It's probably the nicest Hobart I've done. Being out of the 
running for line honours made it more relaxing. To come in 
fourth, being the first non-canting keel boat makes me pretty 
happy," he said. 

32 I offshore 

Difficult moments 
Thwaites has now competed in the past three Rolex Sydney 

Hobarts, but for him chis was the most enjoyable. "The first 
time losing by 14 minutes was hard (2003, when Konica 

Minolta just missed out on line honours to Skandia), then we 
pulled out last year when we were well ahead (structural 
problems forced Konica Minolta out of the race when off the 
north east cost of Tasmania). That was more of a relief that 
nobody got hurt. This time there was no pressure, and it was 
such a nice race to do. It was beautiful sailing," he said. 

There were some difficult moments, however, as helmsman 
Gavin Brady recalls. "We had a typical sort of Volvo Ocean 
·Race injury where two guys were washed down the deck on a 
big wave," he said. "Our plan was to push hard on the second 
night. We probably gybed eight or nine times, and I don't 
chink the others gybed chat often. To gybe a conventional maxi 
in 30 knots of wind is always challenging, and we asked a lot 
of the guys." 

The fifth super maxi, the canting keel AAPT2, however, 
finished with visible damage. 

The 92-footer, which took line honors last year as Nicorette, 
arrived in Hobart with a broken boom. 

"Last evening we decided to go wide," said skipper Sean 
Langman. 

"We were already in front of Konica Minolta and were 
catching Skandia so we decided to get a chute on and go 
really hard. 

"We ended up twenty miles further out to sea ... Skandia 

was doing 14s and we were doing 20s so we were looking okay. 





"We did a safe gybe and decided 
to put the spinnaker back up and 
just as we did the boom exploded. 

"We left the mainsail up despite 
the broken boom until we got ro 
Tasman Island. We couldn't work 
out how to get it down. 

"In the end it was either it would 
take itself off or we get it off so we 
turned head to wind, got it down 
and struggled with a tri-sail and 
small jib from there on ." 

Langman said the westerly wind 
had risen to 45 knots when they 
dropped their spinnaker approaching Tasman Island. 

This illustrated the stronger conditions that boats further 
back in the fleet had to face. 

Apart from AAPT2, the super maxis all took leading IRC 
corrected time positions with only Irishman Gerard O'Rourke's 
new Bruce Farr designed Cookson 50 Chieftain gatecrashing 
their top five party by taking fourth place. T he New Zealand 
built Chieftain is, however, also a canting keel boat. 
Consequently, with Skandia taking fi fth on IRC, Bill W ild's 
new Welbourn 40 Wedgetail from Brisbane, which took sixth 
place on IRC after fin ishing 19th across the line, was the best 
placed conventionally ballas ted (without a canting keel or water 
ballas t) boat on corrected time and won Division B. 

Wedgetail crossed the line well ahead of the other 40-footers, 
just minutes behind the South Australian 56-footer Pale Ale 
Rager and more than 20 minutes ahead of the highly fancied 
DK 46 Quantum Racing. 

W ild was excited by the performance of Wedgetail in the 
stronger breezes but said they had lost their chance of an overall 
win in the lighter breezes of the early stages. 

After finishing he said: "It was a bit frustrating, there wasn't 
much breeze for thirty hours ... but the next thirty hours were 
great and that is where we did well. We had a heap of wind 
yes terday and the boat loves that, 45 knots reaching, hard 
running. T he boat was built fo r those sort of conditions; it 
wasn't built for the slow, sloppy stuff. " 

34 I offshore 

THE ACTUAL 
CONDITIONS 
LARGELY FOLLOWED 

THE SCRIPT BUT WITH A 
FEW TWISTS. 

"The second night we had some hard running and this boat 
just lights up," said helm Vanessa Dudley. ''As soon as you can 
sit up and plane it's a phenomenal boat. " 

Two broken halyards during the night cost Wedgetail time. 
T he crew couldn't raise a spinnaker until daylight, when they 
could safely get a man up the mast to replace the halyards. By 
that time the wind had, however, shifted to two-sail reaching 
conditions. But then, as the wind built, the boat revelled in 40 
knot plus winds sailing under reduced sail. 

Smaller boats were, however, in contention for much of the 
race despite their less favourable conditions across Bass Strait 
and down the Tasmanian coast. 

O n the second morning, many of the smaller boats were hit 
by a strong 30-40 knot west/south-west change as they were 
entering Bass Strait. T he change moderated fa irly soon but 
conditions were rough and winds unfavourable through the day 
and the following night. 

Old boat's chance 
After Wild Oats XI finished, the old timber Ted Kaufman 

designed Ray White Koomooloo, which won in 1968, appeared 
to have the best chance of posting a better corrected time. 

A rather slow passage down the Tasmanian east coast fo r Don 
Freebairn's varnished hulled 41-footer, which was skippered by 
the owner's son Michael Freebairn, ended that chance and 
confirmed Wild Oats XI as winner of the Tattersalls Cup. Wild 
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"Any well-sailed, well-founded boat has a 
realistic chance of winning this race," he said. 

In the end it was clear that the conditions 
were more responsible than the IRC rule for 
the success of the super maxis bur equally the 
final results did nothing to counter the 
argument char the rule does nor adequately 
handicap canting keel boars against 
conventional craft. 

Ray White Koomooloo did, however, improve 
by more than 11 hours on the elapsed time 
which won it the race 37 years ago. 
Koomooloo was the Overall winner in 1968 
with an elapsed time of 4 days, 10 hours, 26 
min and 52sec. This year she completed the 
course in 3 days, 22hours, 5 lmin and 39sec to 

win Division E. 
Oats XI was also winner of Division A on IRC. 

While Ray White Koomooloo remained in contention for a 
corrected rime win, Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 
Commodore Geoff Lavis pointed out that the performance of 
the oldest boat in the race supported the validity of the IRC 
handicap system. 

Seventy-three-year-old Don Freebairn was disappointed not 
to have sailed in the race but skipper Michael Freebairn said: 

361176 South Creek Road 
Dee V.,,y NSW 2099, Australia 
Telephone +61 (02)9981 9550 
Toll free 1800 029 948 
facsimile 61 (02) 9981 9555 
Ema~ sales@oceantalk.com.au 

"We've kept the boat pretty original. Ir is pretty much as it 
was - same mast, same keel." 

Ray White Koomooloo suffered no damage to gear or sails. 
"Ir's as we got on ir, " Freebairn said on arrival. 
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He said Wild Oats XI had got away with the handicap win 
because "they had pretty good weather but we were out there 
for a bit longer so we saw a bit more weather". 

T he battle fo r Division E was a drawn out contest as the less 
favourably handicapped Farr 43 Wild Rose, skippered by 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia Rear Commodore Roger 
Hickman, fi nished well ahead and the crew had to wait 10 
agonising. hours to see Ray White Koomooloo sneak in just 
ahead of its deadline. 

Hickman confirmed that conditions had been ferocious at 
times, particularly in the second half of the race after the big 
boats had arrived in Hobart but most of the fleet was still in 
Bass Strait. 

Division C was won by veteran sailor Lou Abrahams' 
Sydney 38 Challenge which also won the Sydney 38 O ne 
Design Division . 

After finish ing, the 78-year-old said he planned to do 
just one more Rolex Hobart race to equal his old friend 
John Bennetto's record of 44 races but after that he planned 
to retire. 

Graeme Wood marked his firs t Rolex Sydney Hobart with a 
win in Division D with his racing oriented Sydney 47CR Wots 
Next. 

Geoff Boettcher, owner-skipper of Hardys Secret Mens 

Business was one competitor who was not satisfied with the 
IRC rule makers. 

"This is only a 46-footer," he said, yet it beat 50 and 60 
foo ters to Hobart but still only fi nished eighth on IRC. 

36 I offshore 

FROM LEFT CLOCKWISE: Divisional winners receive their 
t rophies; Young Madison Short takes in the waterfront 
atmosphere wit h her yachtsman father Andrew; Wild 
Oats XI he lmsmen lain Murray and Mark Richards with 
Matteo Mazzanti of Rolex 
BELOW: Wild Oats XI owner Bob Oatley and skipper 
Mark Richards w ith Tattersa lls Trophy 

"After H amilton Island and Airl ie Beach it seems that IRC 
favo urs big canting keel boats so they must address this down 
the track somewhere," he said. 

"We had a trim tab attached to the keel but the handicap 
system made us glue it up ... we were penal ised so heavily it 
was not worth having - yet canting keels are up and running," 
he said. 

T he 79 th and penul timate boat to finish was Alex 
W hitworth's veteran Peter Joubert designed Brolga 33 
Berrimilla which took 57th place on IRC. After the 2004 race, 
Whitworth and regular crewman Peter Crozier sailed for 
England via the Falkland Islands to contest the Rolex Fastnet 
Race. T hey took second place in the two-handed division. 

T hey then sailed back to Hobart via the Cape of Good 
Hope completing their cicumnavigation on December 13. 
After a short break they put to sea again and sailed on to 
Sydney to compete in the 2005 race. They arrived on 
December 20 giving them just six days to prepare to race 
back to Hobart. 

T he last fi nisher was the Canberra Yacht Club registered 
Gillawa which finished the race just before midnight on 
January 2 after 7 days, 10 hours, 23 minutes and 57 seconds at 
sea. For the second year in succession, owner David Kent sailed 
the little Cavalier 975 to Hobart with a crew of ACT sailors 
most of whom had little ocean racing experience. 

O nly fo ur boats retired from the race, Icefire, Sirromet Life 

Style Wine, and Star Dean Willcocks with rigging damage and 
Conergy with rudder and radio problems. 0 



VETERANS HONOURED 

Vctorian yachtsman Bernie Case's 

40th race in the 2005 Rolex 

Sydney Hobart earned him a 

rare honour. He was one of only four 

recipients of medallions struck to mark 

participation in 40 races. 

The Tasmanian Government presented 

medallions to the five yachtsmen who 

have so far sailed in 40 Rolex Sydney 

Hobarts at the trophy presentation at the 

Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania on new 

year's day. 

Case joined Richard "Sightie" 

Hammond from NSW (40), Lou 

Abrahams from Victoria (43) and ' fony 

Cable from NSW (42) in receiving the 

medallions while a medallion for the late 

' fasmanian John Bennetto, who sailed in 

44 Hobarts, was accepted by Tony 

Nicholas, who skippered Bennetto's boat, 

Quest, in the 2005 Rolex Sydney Hobart. 

Bernie Case, 65, sailed to Hobart 

aboard Roger Hickman's Farr 43 Wild 
Rose, and among the crew was Bernie's 

eldest son Robert, 37, who notched up 

his 21st race. Wild Rose finished 2nd in 

IRC Division E. 

"To total 61 races between Dad and I 

in the 61 st Rolex Sydney Hobart is quite 

something," Rob Case said in Hobart. 

The only other father-and-son 

combinations to have achieved such a 

record are the late Peter Green who sailed 

in 35 Hobart races and his son Michael 

whose 2005 race was his 27 th (he 

skippered Graeme Wood's Wots Next, 
winner of !RC Division D) making the 

Green's combined total now 62 Hobarts. 

Bernie Case is a noted big boat 

helmsman and has sailed to Hobart on a 

variety of yachts since 1962, including 

Condor II when she took line honours in 

1986. He has also sailed in the America's 

Cup, Admiral's Cup, Kenwood Cup and 

classic ocean races including the Rolex 

Fastnet Race in England. 

He sai led many of his Sydney Hobarts 

with fe llow Victorian Lou Abrahams 

aboard his series of boats named Chttllenge. 
25-race honours 

Four yachtsmen who logged their 25th 

Rolex Sydney Hobarts in the 2005 race 

also received Tasmanian Government 

medallions. 

WINNING RETURN 

E
xpatriate Tasmanian David 

Ferrall returned to the island state 

at the helm of his yacht Pekljus to 

become the winner of the l'HS Division 

of the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. 

For three generations, the Ferrall 

family of Launceston has had a close 

assoc1atwn with things maritime, 

especially the Tamar River that links 

Tasmania's second city to the sea, so it 

was an appropriate way to return. 

Ferrall had four other Tasmanians aboard 

- Scott Newton, Will Reynolds, Rohan 

Robertson and John Saul - while the sixth 

crewman was Bill Finlay from NSW. 

Ferrall worked until recently in Hong 

Kong and is now with a Japanese 

investment bank in Tokyo. Pekljus is a 

Graham Radford designed 50-footer 

which is kept on Pittwater north of 

Sydney where Ferrall is a member of the 

Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club. 

The CYCA's Yaclu Tracker had Pekljus at 

the top of the provisional corrected time 

standings in the PHS Division for much of 

the race, although her win was no means 

certain in the late stages as she battled a 

strong westerly across Storm Bay. 

"If we can get up the Derwent before 

the breeze dies away this evening, I think 

we have a good chance of winning the 

PHS division," David told me by 

satellite phone. They did it with Pekljus 
crossing the finish line at 7.26pm that 

evenmg. 

Pekljus was originally designed for a 

round-the-world race but when this did 

not eventuate Ferrall finished bui lding 

the boat at Taree on the NSW Mid­

North Coast. 

Two were owner/skippers Ed Psaltis 

from Sydney who skippered his 

modified Farr 40 OD AFR Midnight 
Rttmbler, and Victorian Bruce ' faylor, 

who skippered hi s Sydney 38 OD 

Chutzpah. Both achieved divisional 

placings. 

Hugh O 'Neill raced south aboard the 

Peterson 51 Hying Fish BMS of which he 

is a part-owner, while 'fony Hearder 

sailed his 25th Hobart aboard Coogans 
Stores. 

The four join 68 others who have 

competed in 25 or more Rolex Sydney 

Hoban Yacht Races since the first event 

in 1945. 

A special medallion was also presented 

to the Rum Consortium, the owners 

of Phillips Foote Witchdoctor which 

completed its 25th Rolex Sydney Hobart 

Yacht Race to equal the record of another 

Sydney yacht Mttrk Twttin which has 

been retired from ocean racing by owner 

Hugh O'Neill. - Peter Campbell 

The PHS Division of the 2005 Rolex 

Sydney Hobart attracted a very 

competitive fleet of 23, although three, 

Conergy, lcejire and the New Zealand 

entry Nttvenktt, retired. 

The first PHS Division boat to cross 

the line was the Volvo 60, Seriously Ten, 
skippered by John Woodruff, which 

finished sixth in the Aeet followed by 

another Vo lvo 60 A BN AM RO, 
skippered by Andrew Short. 

On corrected times, Peliijus won; the 

Geelong boat Prowler, a Beneteau 44.7 

skippered by Christian Jackson, the 

Cruising Yacht Club of Australia's 2004 

Ocean Racing Rookie of the Year award 

winner, was second; ABN AMRO, third 

and Seriously Ten fourth. - Peter 
Campbell 
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IRC OVERALL 
PL YACHT DIV LINE ELAPSED TIME TCF CORRECTED TIME OWNER/SKIPPER 

1 Wild Oats XI A 1 01 :1 8:40:10 1.779 03:03:54:32 Bob Oatley/Mark Richards, NSW 

2 Alfa Romeo A 2 01 :19:56:31 1.746 03:04:43:21 Neville Crichton, NZL 

3 Konica Minolta A 4 02:01 :26:41 1.648 03:09 29 06 Stewart Thwaites, NZL 

4 Chieftain B 11 02:15:18:10 1.308 03: 10:48:00 Gerard O'Rourke, IRE 

5 Skandia A 3 02:0025:57 1.722 03: 11 :24:03 Grant Wharington, Vic 

6 Wedgetail B 19 02:21 :08:40 1.209 03: 11 :35:44 Bill Wild, Qld 

7 Loki B 6 02: 11 :59:36 1.396 03:11:45:02 Stephen Ainsworth, NSW 

8 Hardys Secret Mens Business B 14 02: 17:57:22 1.27 03:11:4551 Geoff Boettcher, SA 

9 Quantum Racing B 21 02:21 :30:56 1.205 03:11 :45:58 Ray Roberts, NSW 

10 Wat's Next D 23 02:22:48:38 1.184 03:11 5023 Graeme Wood, NSW 

11 Living Doll B 12 02:170133 1.3 03:12:32:01 Michael Hiatt, Vic 

12 Yendys B 13 02:1729 29 1.302 03:13:16:11 Geoff Ross, NSW 

13 Heaven Can Wait B 15 02:17:58:13 1.293 03:13:17:58 Peter Hollis, Qld 

14 Fl irt B 16 02:19:2710 1.275 03:14:00:08 Chris Dare, Vic 

15 Ragamuffin B 20 02:21 :21 :56 1.255 03:15:03:14 Syd Fischer, NSW 

16 Shogun B 24 03:00:39:35 1.207 03:15:42:01 Rob Hanna, Vic 

17 Cougar D 32 03:07:55:20 1.098 03:15:45:17 Alan Whiteley, Vic 

18 Pale Ale Ranger B 18 02:21 :01 :53 1.279 03:16:17:28 Gary Shanks, SA 

19 Dekadence B 26 03:01 :43:18 1.204 03: 16:45:39 Phi lip Coombs, Vic 

20 Goldfinger B 17 02:19:41 :01 1.316 03:17:04:18 Peter Blake & Kate Mitchell, Vic 

21 AFR Midnight Rambler D 28 03:04:29:42 1.166 03:17:11:35 Ed Psaltis & Bob Thomas, NSW 

22 Ray White Koomooloo E 60 03:22:52:32 0.941 03:17:16:40 Mike Freebairn, Qld 

23 AAPT2 A 5 02:04:22:11 1719 03:18:01 25 Sean Langman, NSW 

24 Fuzzy Logic D 31 03:07:53:05 1.127 03: 18:01 :48 Paul Roberts & Bill Lennon, Vic 

25 Challenge C/OD 33 03:09:23:56 1.112 03:18:30 56 Lou Abrahams, Vic 

26 Coogans Stores A 7 02: 12:07 :58 1.511 03:18:51:38 Duncan Hine, Tas 

27 Chutzpah C/OD 34 03:09:48:17 1.112 03:18:58:01 Bruce Taylor, Vic 

28 Wild Rose E 38 03:14:15 50 1.055 03:19 00:30 Roger Hickman, NSW 

29 Hugo Boss A 9 02: 12:54:50 1.502 03: 19:29:34 Alex Thomson, UK 

30 Rush B 27 03:02:48:37 1.223 03:19:29:35 John Paterson, Vic 

31 Prime Time D 37 03:12:23:00 1.111 03:21 45:00 David Mason, NSW 

32 Tow Truck D 41 03:14:39:42 1.086 03:22 06:52 Anthony Paterson, NSW 

33 Toecutter E 56 03:19:28:01 1.043 03:23:24:00 Robert Hick, Vic 

34 Swish C/0D 39 03:14:16:40 1. 11 2 03:23:56:27 Steve Proud, NSW 

35 Sweethart D 45 03:15:44:57 1.096 04:00:10:23 Anthony Love, NSW 

38 I offshore 



IRC OVERALL (cont) 

36 Horwath BRI C/OD 42 03: 15:07:23 1.112 04:00:52:51 Tony Levett, NSW 

37 Stormy Petrel E 75 04:06:31 :37 0.953 04 01 :42:29 Kevin O'Shea, NSW 

38 Dodo D 43 03:15:1 0:32 1.121 04 01 :43:26 Adrian Dunphy, NSW 

39 Savcor C/OD 46 03:16:05:17 1.112 04:01 :57:14 Peter Westerlund, SWE 

40 Game Set D 57 03:19:38:19 1.07 04:02:03: 12 Stephen Roach, NSW . 
41 Quest B 35 03:09:49:32 1.199 04:02:06:32 Tony Nicholas, Tas t 

42 Prettty Fly 11 D 40 03:14:23:52 1.136 04:02:08:52 Colin Woods, NSW 

43 White Hot XSI D 54 03:18:36:01 1.086 04:02:23:31 Warren Gattis, NSW 

44 Zen C/OD 47 03 :1 6:39:39 1.112 04:02:35:27 Gordon Ketelbey, NSW 

45 Chancel lor E 58 03:20:54:51 1.064 04:02:51 :38 Ted Tooher, NSW 

46 Impeccable E 76 04:06:40:01 0.967 04:03: 16:44 John Walker, NS 

47 Hidden Agenda C/OD 51 03:17:58:42 1.112 04:04:03:21 Ross Trembath, NSW 

48 Addiction D 48 03 :1 6:51 :59 1.131 04:04:30:28 Richard McGarvie/Peter Davidson, Vic 

49 Team Lexus C/OD 53 03:18:30:15 1.112 04:04:38:26 Frank Sticovich, NSW 

50 Inner Circle E 61 03:22:57:44 1.061 04:04:45:18 Michel Graham/Darren Cooney, NSW 

51 Balance D 62 04:00:04:48 1.076 04:07:22:55 Rolf Heidecker, WA 
)-

52 Toll Shipping Prion D 63 04:00:1 0:36 1.075 04:07:23:24 Michael Dolphin. Vic 

53 Farr South s 70 04:05:31:20 1.031 04 084010 Ian Hall. Tas 

54 Renegade E 71 04:05:34 28 1.037 04 0919 58 Robert Francis. SA 

55 Aurora E 69 04:04:13:35 1.053 0409:3218 Jim Holley, NSW 

56 Apollonius D 64 04:01 :11:18 1.091 04: 10:01 :57 Julian Robinson, Tas 

57 Berrimil la E 79 05:02:34:47 0.891 04:13:13:07 Alex Whitworth. NSW 

58 Lucifa rr D 67 04:04: 10:52 1.091 0413:17:51 Mark Davies, NSW 

59 Polaris of Belmont E 78 05:01 :08:30 0.977 04:22:21: 19 Chris Dawe, NSW 

60 Isabella E 77 05:00:28:49 1.028 05:03:51:13 John Nolan, NSW 

PHS OVERALL 
YACHT LINE ELAPSED TIME TCF CORRECTED TIME OWNER/SKIPPER 
1 Pekljus 29 03:06:06:34 1.1050 3:14:18:39 David Ferrall, NSW 

2 Prowler 22 02:22:48:13 1.2422 03:15:57:08 Christian Jackson, Vic 

3 ABN AMRO 10 0213:14:00 1.4522 03: 16:55:23 Andrew Short, NSW 

4 Seriously Ten 8 02:12:33:10 1.478 03: 17:29:49 John Woodruff, NSW 

5 Kaz 25 03:01:11:14 1.243 03:18:58:18 David Pescud, NSW 

6 Ocean Skins 30 03:06:48:47 1.155 03:19:01 :45 Tony Fowler. Vic 

7 Sea Quest 44 02:13:14:00 1.04 03:19:08:48 Geoff Smith, NSW 

8 Torpan Internationa l 49 03: 17:4922 1.0164 03:19:17:45 Tony Williamson NSW 

9 Namadgi 68 04:04:12:09 0.9307 03:2115:30 Garth Brice, ACT 

10 Fincorp More Witchcraft 36 03:11 :03:18 1.1466 03:23:13:51 John Cameron, NSW 

11 Jailhouse Grill 59 03:22:50:31 1.015 04 00:15:52 M Koppelman/J Van Zetton, Tas 

12 She 74 04:06:31:18 0.9445 04 00:49:54 Peter Rodgers, NSW 

13 Phillips Foote Witchdoctor 66 04:04:05:45 0.9713 04 0113:23 Maurie Cameron, NSW 

14 Diomedia 73 04:06:17:44 0.9606 04:02:15:54 David Mackay, NSW 

15 Cadenza 50 03:17:54:15 1.0996 040251:31 Gunnar Tuisk, NSW 

16 lnon 52 03:18 05:42 1.109 04:03:52:46 Bruce Gray, NSW 

17 Kiani 55 03:19:12:05 1.112 03:1912 05 Andrew Lygo, NSW 

18 Tilting at Windmills 65 04:04:04:14 1.0258 04 06:3909 Thorry Gunnersen, Vic 

19 Flying Fish BMS 72 04 04 04:14 1.0369 04:09:29:50 C Burgess/A Fairclough, NSW 

20 Gillawa 80 07102357 0.82 06 02:1714 Greg Dawes, ACT 
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HONOUR ROLL 

OVERALL WINNER AND PLACI NG S (IRC) 
1 Wild Oats XI, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Bob Oatley/Mark Richards, 

RPAYC, NSW) 
2 Alfa Romeo, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Nevi lle Crichton, RNZYS, NZL) 
3 Konica Minolta, Bakewell-Whte 98 (Stewart Thwaites, 

RPNYC, NZL) 

IRC A 
1 Wild Oats XI, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Bob Oatley/Mark Richards, 

RPAYC, NSW) 
2 Al fa Romeo, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Neville Crichton, RNZYS, NZL) 
3 Konica Minolta, Bakewell-White 98 (Stewart Thwa ites, 

RPNYC, NZL) 

IRC B 
1 Chieftain~ Cookson 50 (Gerard O'Rourke, WYC, IR E) 
2 Wedgeta il , Wellbourn 40 (Bill Wild, ROYS, Old) 
3 Loki, Reichel/Pugh 60 (Stephen Ainsworth, CYCA, NSW) 

IRC C and Sydney 38 OD Divis ion: 
1 Cha llenge, Sydney 38 (Lou Abrahams, SYC, Vic) 
2 Chutzpah, Sydney 38 (Bruce Taylor, RYCV, Vic) 
3 Swish, Sydney 38 (Steven Proud, CYCA, NSW) 

IRC D 
1 Wat's Next, Sydney 47CR (Graeme Wood, CYCA, NSW) 
2 Cougar, Beneteau 44.7 (Alan Whiteley, SYC, Vic) 
3 AFR Midnight Rambler, Farr 40 (Ed Psaltis & Bob Thomas, 

CYCA, NSW) 

IRC E 
1 Ray White Koomooloo, Kaufman 41 (Mike Freebairn, ROYS, Old) 
2 Wi ld Rose, Farr 43 (Roger Hickman, CYCA, NSW) 
3 Toecutter, Hick 31 (Robert Hick, RYCV, Vic) 

PHS 
1 Pekljus, Radford 50 (David Ferra ll , RPAYC, NSW) 
2 Prowler, Elliott 47 (Ch ristian Jackson, CYCA, NSW) 
3 ABN AMRO, Volvo 60 (Andrew Short, CYCA, NSW) 

Line Honours (JH Illingworth Trophy): 
1 Wild Oats XI, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Bob Oatley/Mark Richards, RPAYC, 

NSW) - 1 day 18 hours 40 minutes 10 seconds (race record) 
2 Alfa Romeo, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Nevi lle Crichton, RNZYS, NZL) 
- 119:56:31 

3 Skandia, Jones 98 (Grant Wharington, MYC, Vic) - 2:01 26:41 

Yacht Clubs: 
RPAYC (Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club), RNYS (Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron, RPNYC (Royal Port Nicholson Yacht 
Club), RYCV (Royal Yacht Club of Victoria), ROYS (Roya l 
Queensland Yacht Squadron); CYCA (Cruis ing Yacht Club of 
Australia), MYC (Mornington Yacht Club), SYC (Sandringham 
Yacht Club), WYC (Western Yacht Club). 

SYDNEY 38 DIVISION 

PL YACHT 
1 Chal lenge 
2 Chutzpah 
3 Swish 
4 Horwath BRI 
5 Savcor 
6 Zen 
7 Hidden Agenda 

40 I offshore 

ELAPSED TIME 
03:09:23:56 
03:09:4817 
03:14:16:40 
03: 15:07:23 
03:160517 
03:16:39:39 
0317 58:42 

OWNER/SKIPPER 
Lou Abrahams, Vic 
Bruce Taylor, Vic 
Steven Proud, NSW 
Tony Levett, NSW 
Peter Westerlund, SWE 
Gordon Ketelbey, NSW 
Ross Trembath, NSW 
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'YOUNG GUNS' 
SHOW SAILING SKILLS IN ROLEX TROPHY 

THE ROLEX TROPHY - RATING 
SERIES GAVE A POINTER TO THE 
OUTCOME OF THE 2005 ROLEX 
SYDNEY HOBART YACHT RACE, BUT 
ALSO SHOWCASED THE 'YOUNG 
GUNS' OF OFFSHORE RACING. 

BY Peter Campbell 
PHOTOGRAPHY Andrea Francolini 

T he results of the Ro lex Trophy- Racing Series in mid­
December were a pointer to line and handicap results 
in the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, with the 
winners of each of the three IRC divisions figuring in 

the top results line and handicap results of the blue water classic 
- but not quite in the order that most people predicted. 

However, the regatta did show quite clearly that given 
moderate to fresh sailing weather running or beating conditions 
in the Hobart Race the super maxis Alfa Romeo, Wt'/d Oats A7 
and Konica Minolta would be almost unbeatable on IRC 
corrected times. Their boatspeed, in particular chat of the latest 
creations of American naval architects Reichel/Pugh, Alfa Romeo 
and Wild Oats XI, was a quantum leap ahead of the well-sailed 
grand prix boats in the 45 to 60-foot LOA range. 

It also indicated that whilst Alfa Romeo was exceptionally fast 
upwind, Wild Oats XI had a slight edge downwind with her 
slightly bigger sail plan. T he Rolex Sydney Hobart was, of 
course, a downhill race in what has been described as "benign" 
weather and, as discussed elsewhere in chis issue, Bob Oatley's 
Wild Oats XI got the break south-east of Green Cape on the 
second morning and held the lead from there on. 

Neville Crichton's Alfa Romeo took the honours in IRC 
Division 0, winning five of the six races she contested (she did 
not start in race three because of an overheated engine and did 

not need sail in the final race). However, a countback was 
needed to break the points tie with Loki, Stephen Ainsworch's 
conventional keeled Reichel/Pugh 60. 

Wild Oats XI also missed the last rwo races to undergo last­
minute modifications before the Rolex Sydney Hobart and thus 
finished third overall. 

Stewart Thwaites asked the CYCA Race Committee that his 
water-ballasted Konica Minolta be transferred from the "canting 
keel" Division O to IRC Division 1 and enjoyed some excellent 
handicap racing before winning on a countback from Dick 
Cawse's Cawse/Lyons designed 60-footer Vanguard. Geoff Ross' 
Judel/Vrolijk 52 Yendys was only a point back with consistent 
top-three placing in every race. 

IRC Division 2 was the most interesting contest although the 
winning margin by Ray Roberts' DK46 Quantum Racing was 
quite clearcut. It was a remarkable effort of regatta endurance 
for Roberts as he had sailed another DK46 also named 
Quantum Racing in winning the Kings Cup at Phuket the 
previous week, then flown back to Sydney to steer his Farr 40 
One Design, also of the same name, in the Rolex Trophy - One 
Design Series in the last rwo days of that regatta. Then came 
four days of hard racing offshore in the Rolex Trophy - Racing 
Series. 

The potential of Quantum Racing (the DK46) as an IRC 
contender in the Rolex Sydney Hobart was clearly underlined with 
a scorecard that comprised six wins and rwo seconds in beating the 
benchmark Swan 45 Ginger (Leslie Green) and the improving 
Queensland boat Wedgetail a Welbourn 40 skippered by Bill Wild. 
Wedgetail had obviously good prospects in hard downwind 
running - and this was proven in the Rolex Sydney Hobart. 

Aside from the results, what the Rolex Trophy - Racing Series 
did show was the significant role that a new breed of younger 
Australian sailors is playing in the success of hard-sailed ocean 
racing boats. 

Back-to-back Australian ]24 champion Sean Kirkjian was the 
regatta helmsman on Yendys, showing aggressive steering at the 
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starts and excellent tactical sailing throughout the regatta. 
Olympic Laser bronze medalist Michael Blackburn was a key sail 

trimmer on Quantum Racing, steered by owner Ray Roberts. 
Subsequently, both Kirkjian and Blackburn were watch helmsmen 
in the 628 nautical mile Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. 

Principal helmsman Mark Richards stepped up to also skipper 
Wild Oats XI. New Zealand America's Cup helmsman Gavin 
Brady was the key driver on the Kiwi maxi Konica Minolta in 

both the Rolex Trophy and the Rolex Sydney Hobart. 
Australian match racing champion, 21-year-old Michael 

Dunstan again joined Syd Fischer's Farr 50 Ragamuffin for the 
Hobart race while veteran Victorian Lou Abrahams had 28-
year-old Carl Schmidt as his principal helmsman on his Sydney 

38 Challenge. 
In the Rolex Trophy regatta, these young yachtsmen - all from 

the youth ranks of dinghy sailors - were aggressive helmsmen at 

the fiercely contested starts, in the close tacking duels and in the 
tight mark roundings that highlighted the offshore, round-the­
buoys, series. They have also absorbed the seamanship and 
endurance of the more mature sailors who still make up the bulk 

of racing crews for the long ocean race to Hobart. 0 

2005 ROLEX TROPHY 
RATING SERIES, FINAL RESULTS: 

IRC Divis ion 0 
1 Alfa Romeo, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Neville Crichton, RNZYS) 

1-1-DNC-1-3-1-1-DNC, 14 points 
3 Loki, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Stephen Ainsworth. CYCA) 

2-3-2-3-2-2-2-1, 14 points 
3 Wild Oats XI, Reichel/Pugh 98 (Bob Oatley, RPAYC) 

3-2-1-2- 1-6 - DNC-DNC, 21 points 

IRC Division 1 
1 Konica Minolta, Bakewell-White 98 (Stewart Thwaites. RNZYS) 

5-1-1-4-1-1-3-2, 13 points 
2 Vanguard, Cawse/Lyons 60 (Dick Cawse, CYCA) 

2-3-3-1-3-2-1-1, 13 points 
3 Yendys, JudelNrolijk 52 (Geoff Ross, CYCA) 

1-2-2-2-2-3-2-3, 14 points 

IRC Division 2 
1 Quantum Racing, DK 46 (Ray Roberts. CYCA) 

1-1-1-2-1-1-2-1. 8 points 
2 Ginger. Swan 45 (Leslie Green, CYCA) 

2-2-2-1-DS0-2-4-4, 17 points 
Wedgetail, HW 42 (Bi ll Wi ld, ROYS) 
5-3-3-3-3-4-3-2, 21 points 

PH S Division 0/1 
1 Konica Minolta 23 points 
2 Vanguard 26 points 
3 Yendys 26 points 

PHS Division 
1. Sea Quest, Radford 50 (Geoff Smith, RMYC) 28 points 
2. Nips N Tux, IMX 40 (Howard de Torres, CYCA) 28 points 
3. Wedgetail 29 points 



LEVEL 
RATERS' 
TRICKY 
SERIES 
A TRJCKY LIGHT AIR ROLEX 
TROPHY ONE DESIGN SERJES 
PRODUCED DESERVING WINNERS 
IN THE TWO LEVEL RATING 
CLASSES, FARR 40s AND SYDNEY 38s 

BY Adrian Herbert 
PHOTOGRAPHY Andrea Francolini 

The clear winner of the Sydney 38 Division of Rolex 

Trophy One Design Series was Estate Master jointly 
skippered by Lisa and Marcin Hill while Italy's 
Vincenzo Onorato, helming Mascalzone Latino, just 

held off a strong challenge from World Champion Richard Perini 
with Evolution co win the Farr 40 Division. 

Both yachts went into the third and final day of the regatta - on 
courses sec just off Sydney Heads - with commanding leads but 
both crews then had co deal with things going not exactly co plan. 

T he conditions were difficult with some of the lightest breezes 
of a light breeze series and a strong current making it critical co 
pick the correct side of the course on each leg. 

In the Sydney 38 fleet, a calamitous first race first mark 
rounding looked like threatening the stranglehold on the series 
chat Estate Master had built up over the previous two days. 

With the fleet closely bunched, the current created havoc as 
boats attempted co round the windward mark. 

Ac the helm of Estate Master, Marcin Hill was forced co gybe 

and ended up well back in the pack by the time he had cleared the 
mark. Bue steady sailing from then on, and some good calls from 
the boat's tactician, Olympic medalist Michael Blackburn, got 
Estate Master back in contention, picking its way up the fleet co 
finish second. 

Another second place finish in the second race of the day gave 
Estate Master the series with a race co spare. This was, in face, the 
final race of the series as time ran out before the scheduled third 
race for the day - the ninth for che regatta - could be run. 

Estate Master finished che low points score series with 15 points. 
Second place went co Geoff Bonus' Calibre with 40 points. 

Although Estate Master had first place sewn up by the final race, 
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second place was far from decided. Going into the final 

race, Contentious Issue held second place with 38 points 
while Calibre and Acuity were jointly third with 39 points. 

The final race was a nail-biter with Geoff Bonus 
steering Calibre across the line just 11 seconds ahead of 
Estate Master. Acuity was just two seconds behind and 

Contentious Issue a further two seconds back. The resulc 
was chat less than a boat length sent Contentious Issue 
from second place co fourth in che series. 

After the regatta, Marcin Hill said he believed his crew's 
sharply improved performances this season had resulted 
from a simple change in their preparation. 

"We've been practising whenever possible offshore 
rather than in the harbour and concentrating on the liccle things, 
like getting the spinnaker up a fraction quicker and coming ouc 
of tacks just a little fas ter, so that when the opportunities in a race 
come we are able co capitalize on chem," he said. 

"I've been helming chis boat for two years now and we've built 
up a good sec of numbers for tuning. We're looking cowards che 
Worlds and we've been working hard recencly but we didn't expect 

co see the results come so soon or so strongly. I guess we've raised 
the bar a liccle higher now." 

In the Farr 40s fleet, two days of light air sailing on mainly 
moderate seas had helped Italian Vincenzo Onoraco's Mascalzone 



Latino get on top of World Champion Richard Perini and his 
Evolution crew. 

Three collisions 
On the last day it seemed M11Scalzone Latino needed only to 

finish in the top half of the fleet in each race to win. 
Evolution had experienced an incident ridden first two days 

which, incredibly, included three boat-stopping collisions with 

s~n fish. 
But then the Evolution crew finally got their light air sailing 

together and text book perfect performances gave them first place 

in each of the three races. 
Onorato's crew, however, were still sailing consistently well and 

kept in touch with Evolution to take second place in each of the 
first two races. But in the final race the Italians' entire series went 

close to falling apart. Their worst performance of the series gave 
tl1em only eighth place bur that was enough for them to win the 

series by two points. 
After the finish a relieved Onorato said: "Today was such a 

tough day - Evolution was unbeatable. In such a long series it is 
always difficult to keep up the concentration. Maybe we relaxed 
too much. On the last leg we were a bit worried. The lesson is you 
should never relax!" 0 

RESULTS 

FARR 40 
1 Mascalzone Latino (Vencenzo Onorato) 

1-1 -1-3-4-1-2-2-8, 23 points 
2 Evolution (Richard Perini) 2-3-3-7-5-2-1-1-1, 25 points 
3 Cydon (Leon Christianakis) 728113474, 37 points 

SYDNEY 38 
1 Estate Master (Lisa and Martin Hill) 

1-1-2-5-1-1-2-2, 15 points 
2 Calibre (Geoff Bonus) 13-3-3-2-4-8-6-1, 40 points 
3 Acuity (Tony Walls) 2-4-1-8-15-5-4-3, 42 points 
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SKANDIA GEELONG WEEK WAS 
AUSTRALIA'S BIGGEST - AND 
HOT:fEST - SAILING REGATTA OF 
THE SUMMER OF 2005-2006, WITH 
400-PLUS BOATS AND 5000-PLUS 
SAILORS, AMONG THEM BEING 
EDITOR-AT-LARGE PETER CAMPBELL. 

BY Peter Campbell 
PHOTOGRAPHY Andrea Francolini 



in Victoria - a day when 300-plus 

masse from Williamstown in 35 

tures and 30-knot northerly winds 

idtwh1pped p destructive bushfires and powered a 

super yacht at record-breaking speed down Port Phillip to finish 

under a pall of reddish smoke hanging over Geelong. 

The 35 nautical mile race down the bay between two Victorian 

historic ports - Williamstown at the mouth of the Yarra and 

Geelong on Codo Bay - has long been a tradition for Victorian 

yacht owners and their crews, a passage race co Royal Geelong 

Yachr Club for several days of round-the-cans racing and several 

evenings of celebrations and entertainment ashore. 

The first regatta at Geelong was held in 1844 with the first 

official Geelong Regatta in 1859. Over the years, the event has 

undergone many changes in name and program, highlighted by 

the massive sponsorship since 2004 from Skandia, an 

international long-term savings company offering advice on 

managed funds, personal superannuation, allocated pensions and 

corporate superannuation. Skandia also sponsors the famous 

Cowes Week in England and, of course, the super maxi yacht 

Skandia. 
Today, Skandia Geelong Week is much more than a sailing 

regatta. It is the focal point for a huge community festival along the 

wonderfully restored historic waterfront of Geelong, which attracts 

more than 100,000 people over several days. This year, competitors 

came from all States of Australia, including many yachts sailing 

back afi:er competing the ocean races to Hobart and others who 

trailered their smaller boats across the Nullabor. The restored 

square-rigger James Craig was also in pore for the regatta. 

The racing programme has changed over the years, with the 

regatta extending over five days, starting this year on 25 January 

with two round-the-buoys races off Williamstown for the racing 

yachts contesting the Scotchmans Hill Series. On Australia Day, 

more than 300 Racing and Cruising Division yachts sailed the 

buoys competition on Corio Bay and the Outer Harbour. 

A Sydney (CYCA) yacht rook out the prestigious IRC Division 

1 of the Scotchmans Hill series for the fourth year in a year in 

succession with Ray Robercs' Quantum Racing following in the 

successful wake of Michael Spies' First Nationah Matt Allen's Ichi 
Ban and Roberts' previous boat Hollywood Boulevard in 2003. 

Quantum Racing, a DK46 which won its division of the Rolex 

Trophy - IRC Series in Sydney in December, placed 9th overall in 

the Rolex Sydney Hobart, and then finished a closed second in the 

Sailing South Race Week, sailed an outstanding series at Geelong. 

She won three of the six races, only once being placed out of a top 

three result, co rake the title by a convincing margin from another 

Sydney boat, Wild Joe, Steven David's Reichel/Pugh canting keel 

GO-footer which notched up two wins in a consistent series. 

Third place went co Melbourne yachtsman Graeme Troon with 

his Reichel/Pugh 46, XLRB, from Sandringham Yacht Club which, 

with strong support from Chalknge (Lou Abrahams), Dekadance 
(Phil Coombs) and Cougar (Alan Whiteley) gave cl1e Sandringham 

the coveted Geelong Advertiser Trophy for teams. The New South 

Wales team of Quantum Racing, Wild Joe and Wild Oats, Roger 

Hickman's veteran Farr 43, finished second but they had only cluee 

boats in their team as against Sandringham's four-boat team. 

Ray Roberts is one of Australia's most ralented yacht owners who 

almost always helms his own boat. He also ensures his boats have 

some serious ralent aboard. For Skandia Geelong Week he had the 

afi:erguard support of former Olympians Steve McConaghy and 
Jamie Wilmot, along with Victorian strategist Barney W-



MileCatcher Voyages 2006 
You don't need to own a boat or be an 
experienced yachtsman to embark on the 
coastal sail of a lifetime. Just join one of 
these popular MileCatcher Voyages for the 
ultimate in exhilarating adventures! 

Learn new skills,'accrue sea miles and 
experience the unparalleled beauty of 
Queensland's coastline or the amazing 
cruising grounds of Asia aboard a luxury 
yacht, all under the guidance of a friendly 
Sunsail instructor. 

With a maximum of five guests and two 
Sunsail crew per trip, you will spend 
approximately ten days gain ing va luable 
fi rst hand tuition in topics such as offshore 
sail handling, rope work, navigation and 
much more. 

Prices start from $2500pp which includes 
all onboard tuition, accommodation and 
meals for the duration of the voyage. 

Luxury Crewed Cruises 
Season - Year round, Whitsundays and Tahiti 
May to October, Vietnam 
November to March, Thailand 

Our new Luxury Crewed 'By the Cabin' Cruises 
allow you to book your own private cabin 
rather than having to charter a whole yacht. 

Another unique benefit of this new product is 
that your skipper and crew look after all the 
sailing and catering! You can simply relax and be 
pampered or become actively involved in sailing 
between each stunning anchorage. No previous 
sailing experience is required and each trip 
accommodates a maximum of 8 guests. 

3 night cruises including all meals -
$800pp in Thailand and Vietnam and 
$ i 200pp in The Whitsundays. 
4 night cruises - from $21 00pp in Tahiti. 

Vietnam 
Season - May to September 

One of the most beautiful and unspoilt countries 
in Asia, Vietnam is a land of stunning coastlines, 
paddy fields, mountainous jungle, ancient 
monuments and exciting cities. Sunsail brings 
you brand new sail ing along an amazing 
60-mile stretch of coastline. From the top 
beach resort of Nha Trang, discover one of the 
most intriguing countries in Asia ... and do it 
soon before the rest of the world catches on! 

Our cruising area encompasses the Khanh Hoa 
Province, which stretches from Cam Ranh up to 
Van Ninh, comprising approximately 60 miles of 
spectacular coastline with beautiful beaches and 
many islands and deep bays to explore. 

Available Products: Bareboat Charters and 
Luxury Crewed 'By the Cabin' Cruises. 

Koh Samui - Thailand 
Season - May to September 

Koh Samui is located 80 kilometres off the 
coast of Suratthani and approximately 560 
kilometres south of Bangkok. 

A true tropical hideaway, Koh Samui is 
characterised by soft powdery beaches 
edged by traditional bungalow resorts. 
Explore inland to visit the beautiful waterfalls 
of Hin Lat and Na Muang and head to 
Bo Phut Bay for an inspiring view of the 
Big Buddha. 

Famous the world over for its beautiful scenery, 
culinary delights and excellent diving, Koh Samui 
is a fantastic choice for an active holiday on, 
off and under the water. 

Available Products: Bareboat Charters and 
Flotilla Sailing. 

For further information call us Tollfree 1800 803 988 sunsail@sunsail.com.au www.sunsail.com.au 





SKANDIA GEELONG WEEK 2006 RESULTS: 
Sc otchmans Hill Divisi on 1: 
IRC: 
Quantum Racing, DK46 (Ray Roberts, CYCA) 1-3-8-1-1-2, 8pts 
Wild Joe, Reichel/Pugh cbtf 60 (Steven David, RPAYC) 
6-1-3-11-5-1, 16 pts 
XLR8, Reichel/Pugh 46 (Graeme Troon, SYC) 7-2-5-7-3-6, 23 pts. 
Hardys Secret Mens Business, Reichel /Pugh 46 
(Geoff Boettcher, CYCSA) 3-11-6-9-4-5, 27pts 
Challenge, Sydney 38 (Lou Abrahams, SYC) 2-5-15-6-10-9, 32pts. 
AMS: 
Toecutter, Hick 30 (Robert Hi ck, RYCV) 1-4-7-1-4-5, 15pts 
Smooth Crimina l, Reichel/Pugh 36 (Don & Helen Cameron, SYC) 
2-0CS-2-7-3-1, 15pts 
Horizon Sprint, Radford 35L (Frank Hammond, SYC) 
4-6-3-2-5-15, 20pts 
YV: 
Bullistic, Bull 12 (Andy Allsep, SYC) 1-12-4-10-2-1, 18pts 
Prowler, Elliot 47 (Christian Jackson, RGYC) 5-1-3-8-7-4, 20pts 
Skandia Cyc lone, Frers 42 (Stephen Keal, RYCT) 6-3-9-7-3-2, 21pts 
Sc otchmans Hi ll Divis ion 2: 
IRC: 
Sandgroper, Archambault A40 (Geof Bagley, RYCV) 
3-1-1-2.5-2-11, 9.5pts 
Surprise, Borreson 8810 (Jon Klestadt, RYCV) 1-2-7-1-13-1, 12pts 
Alien, Lidgard (Mike Welsh, SYC) 7-4-2-6.50-6-4, 22.5pts 
AMS: 
Vapour Trail, Farr 1020 (Shane La Peyre, SYC) 1-1-8-11-1-6, 17pts 
Alien, Lidgard (Mike Welsh, SYC) 7-3-1-5-5-4, 18 pts. 
Surprise, Borresen 8810 (Jon Klestadt) 2-7-5-2-12-2, 18pts 
VY: 
Out of the Blue, Farr 47 (Gerard Young, SYC) 
3-1-19-1-6-13.5, 24.5pts 
Run Run Run, Duncanson 28 (Chris Arnold, SYC) 
7-19-7-20-2-1, 36pts 
Alien, Lidgard (Mike Welsh (SYC) 23-5-3-7-15-8, 38pts 
Advertiser Trophy Teams Series: 
Sandringham Yacht Club, XLR8 (Graeme Troon), Flirt (Chris Dare), 
Cougar (Alan Whiteley) and Dekadance 
(Commodore Phil Coombs) 317 pts. 

50 I offshore 

Ocher yacht class winners at Skandia Geelong Week were: Kato, 
Bruce Eddington's Mumm 30 from Sandringham in the Super 30 
class; Julian Newton's Elliot 7.8, Game Over, from the Cruising 
Yacht Club of South Australia, in the National Sports Boats 
Championship; Assailant (Timothy Say, Sandringham) in the S80 
class; and the beautiful Scimitar, Barry Purcells' Rhodes Bouncy 45 
in the Parks Victoria Classic Class. Canberra boats dominated top 
results in the Elliot 7 National Championship, with first place 
going to Walter Turnbull, skippered by Matthew Owen. Fourth 
place overall went to wellknown ocean racing yachtsman and Rolex 
Sydney Hobart winner Michael Green, sailing Evergreen. 0 

Cruising Yacht Club of Australia , Wild Joe (Steven David), 
Quantum Racing (Ray Roberts) and Wild Oats 
(Roger Hickman) 254pts 
Cruising Yacht Club of South Australia, As Good As It Gets 
(Richard Fidock), Santana 3 (Chad Elsegood), True North (Andrew 
Sais) and Hardy's Secret Mens Business (Geoff Boettcher) 240pts 
Cruising Yachts: 
Coca Cola Division A: 
Addiction, Inglis 37 (Peter Davidson, RMYS) 9-6.5-3, 18.5pts 
Nimrod 11, Farr 11.6 (Ian Watson, RGYC) 16-1-2, 19pts 
Volante, Adams 15 (Kevin Be ll, RGYC) 10-3-9, 22pts. 
Peck & Stokes BMW Divis ion B: 
lngenue, Jeanneau Sun Odyssey (David James, RBYC) 
3-1-10, 14pts 
Copyright, Wright 10 (Stuart Morrison-Jack, SYC) 1-11-3, 15pts 
Speculation, Noelex 30 (Douglas Lithgow, RYCV) 4-3-9, 16pts 
Skilled Divis ion C: 
Ta ranak i, Columbia 27 (Douglas Lacey, RBYC) 7-5-2, 14pts 
Tango, Savage Oceanic 46 (Harry Leggett< RMYS) 2-1-14, 17pts 
Mary Bryant, Spacesailor 24 (Leakie Morris, HBYC) 4-14-4, 22pts 
Vi ctoria Parks Cl assics: 
Scimitar, Rhodes Bounty 45 (Barry Purcell, RYCV) 2-5-1, 8pts 
Wanita, Laurent Giles (Richard Gates, RYCV) 4-2-2, 8pts 
Cotton Blossom, S&S (Thomas Chittenden, RGYC) 3-6-3, 12pts 
Super 30 Division: 
Kato, Mumm 30 (Bruce Eddington, SYC) 1-2-1-1, 5pts 
Sierra Bullet, Bull 9000 (Mel Mollison, RGYC) 2-1-2-3, 8pts 
Empara, Sydney 32 (Peter Abrahams, RYCV) 4-3-3-6, 16pts 
Yachts Club s: Roya l Geelong Yacht Club (RGYC), Royal Yacht 
Club of Tasmanian (RYCT), Royal Yacht Club of Victoria (RYCV), 
Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron (RMYS), Royal Prince Alfred 
Yacht Club (RPAYC), 
Royal Brighton Yacht Club (RBYC), Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 
(CYCA), Cruising Yacht Club of South Australia (CYCSA), Hobsons 
Bay Yacht (HBYC), Sandringham Yacht Club (SYC), Mornington 
Yacht Club (MYC), 
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