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"THE BIGGEST COMPLAINT 
I HAVE AGAINST THE COMPUTER, 
IS THAT THE DAMN THING ISN'T 
WATERPROOE" 

The quote is from Pete Lawson, 
navigation advisor to the successful 
America's Cup defender, Freedom. 

The computer he's speaking of is 
the Hewlett-Packard they had on board 
to assess Freedom's performance and to 
assist in her navigation. 

Which is simply a way of 
illustrating that you'll find Hewlett
Packard working in some most 
unexpected places. 

Working to provide information 
that's current, clear and useful. 

The Children's Hospital in 
Adelaide is using a Hewlett-Packard 
desktop computer to assist in the 
diagnosis of muscular disorders. 

Architects are using our colour 
graphics computers to visualize and 
document designs. 

Our commercial computer systems 
are being used by businesses small and 
large for everything from stock control 
to sales forecasts. 

Our calculators are putting the 
power of small computers into the hands 
of businessmen, engineers, scientists, 
statisticians; and many other 
professionals with specialist needs. 

There are few information needs 
which cannot be met by a Hewlett
Packard system. And met more 
efficiently. 

Hewlett-Packard. 
Information when, and how, it's 

needed. 

F/,"i9 HEWLETT 
~~ PACKARD 
31-41 Joseph Street, Blackburn 

3130, Victoria. Phone (03)896351. 
• Adelaide 272 5911 • Auckland 68 7159 
• Wellington 877199 • Sydney8871611 
• Brisbane 2291544 • Perth 3865455 
• Canberra 804244. 

HEWLETT-PACKARD, 
INFORMATION AT WORK .. 

\"SB 



OFFSHORE 

Cover: Marloo disappears behind a wave 
in fresh running conditions during the 
fourth race of the 1980 Sardinia Series. 
The Sardinia Cup is now, according to 
some correspondents, the top-ranking /OR 
team series outside of the Admiral's Cup. 
Nick Girdis' Marloo was a creditable ninth 
among all yachts in the series; the other 
Australian team members in chartered 
yachts had some bad luck with gear and 
other problems associated with chartering, 
and the team was well down in the placings. 
See the summary of the series by Sandy 
Peacock in this issue. Cover photograph by 
Sandy Peacock. 
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OFFSHORE 
SIGNALS 

From :The Royal Ocean Racing Club 
20 St. James Place, 
London SW1 A 1 N N 

You are probably aware that the 
RORC has a club yacht which is lent 
to the National Sailing Centre in Cowes 
for offshore race training courses. 

The success of the courses depends 
to a large extent on the skipper. We 
have been I ucky over the last two years to 
have Neil Graham running the courses, but 
he feels the time has come to move on. 

It might be an attractive job for 
some young person from Australia who 
would like to spend the summer in 
England . The person we are looking for 
needs to be an experienced offshore sailor 
capable of coping with a mixture of 
people, all of whom will have a variety of 
sailing experience . Each course runs for a 
week at the end of which the boat takes 
part in either an RORC race or local racing 
in the Solent. The salary is not high 
but neither are living expenses. The season 
runs from mid-March to the end of 
September. 

Do you know of anybody who might 
be interested in the job? Perhaps they 
could write to me here at the RORC and I 
can put them in touch with the NSC. 
Alternatively, you might be able to suggest 
a way in which we might advertise the 
position. 

Yours sincerely, 

J.L. Bradbeer 
Rear Commodore 
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Phillip Ramin, lost when Weather Report 
was overturned by a wave at the entrance 
to Botany Bay. 

Weather Report, champion ¼-tonne,, 
not seen again. 

Phillip John Ramin 

During the CYCA SOPS race to Botany 
Bay on Saturday, 22 November 1980, 
the yacht Weather Report was knocked 
down by a rogue wave whilst rounding 
Cape Banks. The crew were tossed into 
the sea as the boat was rolled by the · 
massive wave. 

The boat could hardly have been in 
more experienced hands than Ash Gay's. 
and was ably crewed by Phil Ramin and 
Dennis McGrath. Ash was picked up 
by the surf rescue boat, and Dennis 
struggled ashore. Despite an heroic 
joint rescue attempt by the Wales 
helicopter crew, Maroubra Surf Rescue 
and the Water Police, Phillip could not 
be revived. Weather Report was wrecked. 

Phillip had played a big part in the 
construction of Weather Report, a Farr 
727 ¼-tanner, and had sailed on her 
since launching in 1977. He was a keen 
competitor and had shared her many 
successes, including winning a CYCA 
SOPS Championship and a NSW Quarter 
Ton Championship. Only six days 
before the trajedy they had been 
victorious in MHYC's Brooker Offshore 
Trophy. 

Phillip commenced sailing in 1967 
when he crewed with the late John 
Peelgrane in lightweight Sharpies. He 
maintained an interest in sailing until his 
involvement in Weather Report, and he 
sailed on numerous boats offshore 
during this time . 

Phillip and his father were in business 
together, Alexandria Galvanizing Works, 
and Phillip was a Director of the Com
pany. Many boat owners and Club 
Members will have associated with him 
in this business and experienced his 
efficiency, reliability and honesty. 

Those who knew Phillip will remem
ber him in the nicest possible way. He 
had great love of boats, the sea, and 
those who sailed, and he was always 
happy in their company. He had a 
disposition and a penchant for work 
which I envied, a kindness and gener
osity that was rare. His help was always 
offered without hesitation and applied 
with diligence . He set an example in life 
that anyone would do well to follow. 

Phillip's enthusiasm for sailing will be 
missed, particularly by the JOG Division, 
as will his companionshi p both on the 
water and in the Clubhouse. 

Phillip is su rv ived by his wife, 
Suzannne, and children, Nikolaus and 

Eri ca. - Tony Hatch 



Great Circle Race 1981 
Cancelled 
The Great Circle Ocean Yacht Race schedu led 
to start on January 11th, 1981 has been 
cancelled because of an insufficient number 
of firm starters . 

The 800 nautical mile race around Tas
mania would have been the third run by the 
Ocean Racing Club of Victoria and sponsored 
by Golden Fleece Petroleum and the 
Victorian Government. 

The Chairman of the Race Committee, 
Jock Sturrock, said that original interest in 
the Race had been encouraging, but several 
late withdrawals, including the 71ft maxi, 
Apollo, along with the possibility of other 
late withdrawals, lead to the decision to 
cancel the Race. 

Portsea will become the centre for yacht
ing on Port Phillip Bay over the weekend of 
January 9-11, 1981, when up to 100 racing 
yachts are expected to sail to Portsea for the 
final race of the Golden Fleece Great Circle 
Bay Series and the inaugural JOG North and 
South Challenge. 

Among the bidding yachts are likely to be 
several of the top boats preparing for the 
Admiral's Cup selection trials in March . The 
Great Circle Bay series is a 5-race regatta 
for IOR and JOG contenders; it begins 
on Saturday January 3rd with the 80-mile 
Sandringham Yacht Club trophy; on the 
following Monday and Tuesday there will be 
two 24-mile olympic courses for the Royal 
Yacht Club of Victoria and Hobsons Bay 
Yacht Club trophies. On Friday January 9th 
there is a 30-mile passage race from St. Kilda 
to Portsea for the Royal Melbourne Yacht 
Squadron Trophy . 

Also being introduced for the 1981 series 
is a new team event for teams of three yachts 
nominated by clubs. Notice of Race and 
Entry forms are available from all yacht 
clubs; entries close December 22, 1980. 

Associated Midland Corporation Ltd. 
to assist CYCA in acquiring replacement 
for MV Offshore 

Associated Midland Corporation Limited, a 
member of the Midland Bank Group Limited, 
has entered into an arrangement with the 
CYCA whereby the Company has made 
available to the Club a loan for the purchase 
of a badly-needed replacement for 
MV Offshore, the Club's official starter's 
boat. The loan is being made on the most 

Associated Midland 
Corporation limited 

generous terms and it represents a significant 
donation to the Club. The replacement 
starter's boat will be called MV Griffin and 
will bear the Midland griffin logo. 

The Midland Bank was established in 1836 
and has grown to be one of the strongest 
banking groups not only in the UK where it 
was founded but throughout Europe, North 
America, Asia, the Middle East and the 
Pacific. The Bank pioneered the 'group' 
operation concept in British banking during 
the early part of this century, a concept 
which allows a high level of autonomy in 
individual group operations. Today the 
Midland Group has interests and investments 
of billions in a wide range of banking, finance, 
investment and associated services, including 
the well-known Thomas Cook Group. The 
group philosophy governs the development of 
one of the Company's latest projects, 
Associated Midland Ltd . 

Associated Midland offers a full range of 
finance company services, e.g. personal 
loans (for purposes ranging from home 
improvement, holidays to loan consolidation); 
hire purchase of motor cars, motor bikes, 
yachts, white goods, electronic goods; leasing 
of motor vehicles and other goods including 
industrial and manufacturing goods and 
office equipment. 

The final selection of a rep lacement 
starter's boat has not yet been made, but 
it is expected that this will be accomplished 
early in the n~w year. 

Trivia continues to attract 
CYCA naval (sic) contemplators 
There is no fathoming the depths that some 
minds plumb, the crevices and crannies of the 
convoluted cerebration equipment carried 
about atop the shoulders of some of your 
very own Club Members! David Kellett 
(alias 'Twelves', 'Mouth', and, lately, 'The 
Fastest Run in the Test' - he got booked 
three times for speeding on his way to the 
Club to beat Duncan Van Woerden with 
his answers to the October/November Trivia 
competition) has done it again with almost a 
perfect score. He inched out Van Woerde_n 
by a hair and was a whole headful of hair 
in front of the next entry in, by that notable 
reader of books and teller of tall tales, John 
Hawley. 

For those of you who rent your clothing 
and wrung your hands over Shipway's series 
of baffling questions, here the answers. 

(1) John Illingworth (he won the Hobart in 
1945 and the Fast net in 194 7 and 1949). 

(2) Due to a slip of the typesetting machinery , 
this rather baffling and unanswerable 
question has been discounted; Shipway is 
still blushing and protesting that the 
Editor is a halfwit - none of our trivia 
merchants was, however, tricked into 

answering this one (Which boats finished 
first and second in the 1972 Admiral's 
Cup series?] 

(3) Saudade (Germany). 
(4) Bill Fesq . 
(5) Peter (Pod) O'Donnell. 
(6 ) Knockout, in 1977. 
(7 ) Rainbow 11, Optimist, Wai -Aniwa, Pied 

Piper, Stormy Petrel. 
(8) Sayu la 11. 
(9 ) Austral ia - Ginkgo, 1973; 

Italy - Gu ia I I, 1975. 
(10) One - 1969. 

(11) Tamboo - 3rd in 1966. 
(12) Sorcery. 

Congratulations once again to David 
Kellett, who receives once again two bottles 
of the excellent Jarman's Brut champagne, 
donated to the CYCA Trivia Twizzlers com
petition by J. Jarman Liquor Supplies Pty. 
Ltd. of New South Head Road, Edgecliffe; 
Jarmans send all Members and Staff of the 
Club their best wishes for the holiday season. 

THIS MONTH'S TWIZZLERS 

1. In July this year Eric Tabarly broke the long
standing trans-Atlantic sailing record. What was 
the name of his boat? 
2. Which was the top-scoring yacht at the recent 
Sardinia cup? 
3. A single-handed race around the world is 
planned for 1982. Starting from Newport, Rhode 
Island, the stopover points will be Capetown, 
a port in Australia, and Mar Del Plata (Argentina) 
or Rio De Janeiro (Brazi l). At which Australian per
will the yachts stop? 
4. The American yacht, Improbable, competed in 
the 1973 Sydney-Hobart Race. Who designed her? 
5. What was the name of the cyclone that swept 
the 1972 Brisbane-Gladstone Race fleet? 
6. Which yacht won line honours, and which 
yacht won on handicap in the 1972 Brisbane
Gladstone Race? 
7. Which yacht won Division A on corrected 
time in the last Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race? 
8. Which yacht won the 1980 Lord Howe Island 
Race? 
9. Who managed the 1975 Admiral's Cup team? 
10. Which boat started but failed to finish in 
the last two Sydney-Hobart Yacht Races? 
11. Who was the olympic yachting gold 
medalist who sailed in the last Sydney-Hobart 

Race, and on which yacht? 
12. What boat builder has built the most 
Australian Admiral's Cup contenders, and 
which yachts are they? 

Hitachi Sydney-Hobart Press Relations 

Lesley Brydon 

Lesley Brydon was recently appointed Press 
and Public Relat ions Co-ordinator of the 
1980 Hitachi Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race. 

Lesley is a long-standing Member of the 
CYCA and as a senior consultant with Neilson 
McCarthy & Partners has wide experience in 
the public relations field . 

Lesley sailed as a crew member of Balyhoo 
in a number of blue water events and has 
taken part in major offshore racing events in 
Australia, USA, UK and Asia. She also sailed 
as a member of the first all-girl crew to enter 

(continued on page 22) 
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LOOK AT FACTS 

Note; 
Have you seen a computer ot,t ::aiiing lately? 

The facts are; 
The human brain is still fu r1.~tlonally far more sophisticated than any 
computer yet designed. At :?:vstrom Sails .people like Mike Fletcher and 
Geoff Grover utilise their bi ~, -'1s to collect, evaluate and store information 
gained while sailing and tuni1, your type of yacht. This information and 
their practical know-how are • . )n pooled together in the construction of 
your sails to make them fas"' ~ J durable. 

If you are serious <i:tbout your racing 
call Mike Fletcher, Carl Gran , or Geoff Grover at the loft today. 

4 - OFFSHORE, December 1980/January 1981 



BERECAN 
AUSTRALIANS 
BUYLE MAR? 

Ask Warwick Hoban. 
It's been noticeable over the last year or two, 

that a few advanced Lewmar winch systems have 
- been appearing on the latest and more 

sophisticated yachts in Australian waters. 
They're the yachts whose select band of 

owners have been prepared to make the little bif of 
extra effort required to find out about the ultimate in 
winch technology. And to obtain it. Yachts like 
CHALLENGE campaigned by Lou Abrahams. And 
POLICE CAR. originally campaigned by Peter 
Cantwell and now in the experienced hands of Jim 
Hardy. Both are Lewmar-equipped boats. Both are 
well-known winners. 

So if, like Peter and Lou, you've noticed that 
the world's very fastest racing yachts and most 
sophisticated Maxiboats are geared up with Lewmar 
winch systems and you want to know more about 
getting Lewmar on your own boat, you'll be glad to 
know that things are now easier! 

Simply call Warwick Hoban. 
He'll tell you why Lewmar winches were 

chosen for Jim Kilroy's new 84' Holland-designed 
KIALOA and Herbert Von Karajan's new 76' Frers
designed HELISARA. 

He'll also tell you why FREEDOM LIONHEART, 
SVERIGE, and FRANCE III chose Lewmar for their 
America's Cup efforts. 

But most important of all, he'll tell you how easy 
it is for you to choose Lewmar. 

If you really want the very best. call Warwick 
Hoban now! 

IILEWMAR 
Leading the world in winch technology 
----------

ike some details of the Lewmar range of winches . 

I 
and sail control systems. 

Name ______________ _ 

Addre~---------------

City _______ _ State _____ _ 

Postal Code----------~---

1 

Warwick R Hoban & ~ociates, 77 Beach Road, Sandringham, 
Victoria 3191. Phone: (03) 598 1022. Telex: AA38077 YACHT. 

~I~-~~~--











I 
Two sails for the price of one 

Hard to believe? Check it out yourself! 
Laminar is not expensive. Costing 
only marginally more than conventional 
Dacron for a No I Genoa, one Laminar 
Genoa can replace two Dacron Genoas 
on certain yachts - making it almost "2" 
for the price of one. 

Laminar No 1 Genoas perform 
through 5-18 knots. Because Laminar 
holds its sail shape over a wide range it 
reduces a sail inventory by one, saving 
weight , the number of sail changes, while 
racing, and most important, cost. 

<C•I~ 

Laminar is a new racing material. 
An improvement over the commonly 
used heavily resinated fabrics, Laminar is 
in fact stronger in tear strength and does 
not break down , thus maintaining its 
shape holding characteristics far better 
than yarn tempered cloths. 

Laminar Genoas are more 
efficient. As Laminar requires no built
in allowance for stretch and distortion , 
the sail is designed with the most 
aerodynamically efficient shape ensuring 
a constantly high performance through 
that wide wind range. 

Laminar has proved itself. 
Although quite new on the Australian 
scene Laminar has been successfully used 
overseas for the past 18 months. 
Color 7 used Laminar headsails winning 
the world I 8' championships on 
Auckland Harbour and the World 
Invitation on San Francisco Bay where a 
Laminar Main was also used. 
On the Australian I.O.R. scene an 
increasing number of yachts are proving 
the worth of our Laminar Headsails. 
If you are into a new light weather 
headsail you owe it to yourself to check 
out Hood Laminar first. 

Phone your nearest Hood loft now. 

HOOD SAILMAKERS (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. P.O. Box 165. Milsons Point, Sydney 2061 (02) 929-0700 
Sydney: Ian Broad, Melbourne: Adelaide: Perth: 
Ian Lindsay, Andrew Col Anderson Don King Phil Harry 
Buckland, Kevin (03)699-1861, 699-8614 A.H.(08)248-3198 (09)335-3734 
Wadham, and Kevin 130 Gladstone St. 107 Hall St. 69 Thompson Rd. 
Shephard (02)929-0700 South Melbourne 3205 Semaphore 5019 North Fremantle 6159 
International Lofts: Australia , Canada, England, France, Italy. Japan , New Zealand. West Germany and USA. 
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Hobart: 
George Pickers 
(002)23-7766 
61 Salamanca Pl. 
Hobart 7000 

Brisbane: 
Jack Hamilton 
(07) 396-9667 
124 Glenora St. 
Wynnum4178 



CALCULATING NAVIGATION 

by John Brooks 

When it comes to yacht navigation, there 
are two extremes of attitude that govern 
how much time and effort go into 
fixing a racing yacht's position at sea 
and the tactics derived therefrom. 
Sometimes a lot of effort goes into fixing 
the position accurately and I ittle or no 
thought to the tactics, and sometimes the 
reverse occurs. When it comes to fixing 
the position, the navigator is usually on 
his own, but when it comes to tactics, or 
'where to from here?', there are as many 
navigators as there are crewmen . 

Essentially, however, there are two 
schools of thought about rac ing yacht 
navigation. First there is what might 
be refe rred to as the 'old school', and I 
do not mean that in any disparaging 
way. This school maintains that all there 
should be allowed aboard a rac ing yacht 
for navigation are a compass, a cha rt, 
a sextant, a chronometer and t he appro
priate tables and almanac . After al I, 
Captain Cook did not even have a chart, 
and his timepiece was unproven . The 
other extreme holds that any navigation 
aid available for use should be used, 
including all modern electronic position
fixing systems and their computerised 
controls. In between there are all the 
shades of opinion and personal pref
erence one wou Id expect of that eccen
tric group of yachties collectively and 
sometimes derisively known as 'navi 
guessers .' 

A couple of rules got a foot in the 
door for the 'modern' school. First, th e 
use of elementary radio direction 
finders was allowed, a development 
which probably kept many tyro racing 
navigators off rocks , sandbars and hostile 
coasts around Europe and North America 
but which had littl e impact on navigating 
in Australian waters . The second rule 
was more signifi cant, and although 
harmless enough at the time it was 
framed, it is on the verge of havin g fa r
reaching effects on the navigator 's 
ability to fix his yacht 's position or to 
devise tactics and the speed and ease 
with which he can perform these tasks. 
This rule allowed the use of hand-held 
calculators . 

The vast strides made in the manufac
ture, and in particular the programming, 
of hand-held calcu lators over the last 
five years, are impressive, but the 
advances over the next ten years wil I be 
breathtaking. The technology exists, 
and it is only a matter of time before the 
Electronic Aids Rule will have to be 
reviewed or any restrictions on outside 
aids to navigation thrown out the same 
window as cotton sails . 

Therefore it was of more than 
passing interest when the Navigator's 
Club at the CYCA hosted a seminar on 
state-of-the-art navigation calculators, 
program is available at cost. 
been as fascinated as I was, not only by 
the latest hardware but by what can be 
achieved with programmable calculators 
in the hands of tal ented enthusiasts . 

The evening provided an interesting 
mix of professional and amateur com
puter experts who combined to cover 
most of the available range of calculators, 
pre -programmed and programmable . 
George Bennett described how he pro
grams and uses less exotic models from 
the Casio and Texas Instruments range 
to solve navigation problems. A Professor 
of Surveying and Head of Department 
at the University of New South Wales, 
George is a professional in what, for 
most of us, is the mysterious world of 
computer languages. 

The NC-77 

Frank Underdown, of The Chart 
Room, gave a very comprehensive 
presentation on Tamaya's NC-77. A 
pre-programmed machine with a built
in limited almanac for sight reduction, 
the NC-77 can also solve the vector 
triangle for true wind, VMG and other 
basic navigation problems. Although a 
big advance on the old Tamaya NC-2 
that I have been using for about six 
years, it was outdone in capability and 
price by what was described as the 
'Rolls Ro ,;e' of nav calculators, the 
Plath Nav _ ,mp, which not only has a 
built-in almanac but also a built-in col ck . 
About all you have to do is press a 
button for the time, feed in the observed 
sextant angle and object codes, and it 

comes back with a position. Well, 
almost . 

Keith Storey gave the presentation 
on the Plath, and you may well wonder 
what Keith would be doing with a sex
tant when he has twin radars and a 
SATNAV system to keep MV Marabou 
on track, but as he pointed out, he still 
takes astro sights and has had the habit 
prove more than useful when the sophis-

The HP 41C 
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