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Congratulations From
Ex-PM

HANK you so much for sending
me a copy of your new magazine,
“QOffshore”.

1 was most interested to read it and
you are to be congratulated both on its
content and its splendid presentation.

It really was very kind of you to think
of me. I have splendid memories of
sailing in Australia.

Edward Heath M.B.E., M.P.,

House of Commons,

London

(The Rt. Hon. Edward Heath, former

Prime Minister of Great Britain, won the

1969 Sydney-Hobart race with his S&S 34,
Morning Cloud — Ed.)

Proud To Be An Australian

have just returned to the Gold Coast

from Noumea, where I have been at
my own expense for two weeks, work-
ing as a crew member of the Cercle
Nautique Caledonien (Noumean Yacht
Club known as CNC), official boat
M.V. Kingfisher, skippered by well
known local, John Nixon, which was on
station at the Amadee Lighthouse in
co-operation with the shore based finish
line party, for 6 days.

In view of my involvement in the race
I received an invitation to attend the
Club Med “Welcome Dinner and
Show” on Tuesday night 9th June and
the CNC Trophy Presentation night on
Wednesday 10th June.

At both these functions there were
about 200 to 300 Australian Yachtsmen,

and wives from both CYC and Royal
Queensland and as I looked around the
venues several times during the two
evenings 1 could not help to feel proud
of being an Australian, at seeing the
wonderful way all these other Austra-
lians conducted themselves.

They were the best behaved and well
mannered group of people I have ever
seen in my trips abroad and I would like
to extend to each and everyone of these
yachtsmen and wives my congratula-
tions on a job well done. If our Foreign
Minister could only see for himself from
our lower levels, how well the French
and Australians get on with one another
and copy our attitude the sooner we
might see more Australian imports in
this French state.

Thanks a lot, fellows, as I said you
made me very proud to be an Austra-
lian, and this was not lost on my many
Noumean friends.

Bruce Ross

Southport Yacht Club Member No.

533

(And thanks for your contribution to the
race, Bruce — Ed.)

Praise from Club Marine

FRED Wilson our managing director,
is away at present, but I am sure he
would have sent you a message of
congratulations on your Volume 1,
Number 1 of “Offshore”. It looks great
and is full of the right kind of material-
....newsy with a good splash of colour.
Brian Ferguson,

General Manager,

Club Marine Australia Limited,
Melbourne

USYRU Comments on
Sponsorship

Ienjoyed the June issue of “Offshore”
and think you are doing a great job
with the magazine.

I do hope that you will seek an
informed response to John Brooks’
somewhat misguided column concern-
ing the decisions of the Offshore Racing
Council. I am sure that Tony Mooney
could have provided him with some
valuable insights.

I, for one, wholeheartedly support the
ORC’s decision to keep event sponsors
“off the race course”. When event spon-
sors start determining who can enter the
events, the integrity of the event is gone
forever. For example, the Admiral’s
Cup sponsor originally wished to ex-
clude as boat sponsors, any company
producing alcohol. This would have
prevented an Australian team from
competing if their team sponsor had
been a Swan or Fosters. If the integrity
of the event is preserved by ensuring
that the best qualified entrants are per-
mitted to compete, the event will, in
fact, be more attractive to future spon-
sors. Losing an occasional event sponsor
would be a small price to pay for
preserving the quality of the competi-
tion.

It is not unusual in many other sports
to occasionally have an individual spon-
sor who competes with the event spon-
sor. For example, Miller’s Beer spon-
sored the hydroplane that won the
Budweiser Beer Emerald Cup Regatta
this year. A careful study revealed that
Budweiser, the event sponsor, still cap- P>
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tured 80% of the media value of this
major televised event. Clearly the event
sponsor is always in a better position to
capitalise on publicity opportunities
while the individual sponsors are taking
their chances on having chosen a fast
entry to support.

In the long run, [ believe that Austra-
lia was one of the major beneficiaries of
the far-sided decision on the part of the
ORC, and the ruling ensures that there
will never be an occasion when an
Australian team is refused entry in a
world class event because of their indi-
vidual team sponsor.

Stephen W. Black,

Executive Director,

United States Yacht Racing Union,
Newport, Rhode Island, USA

John Brooks comment on
Steve Black’s letter to the
Editor

TEVE Black’s letter tends to affirm

the thrust of my June column rather
than dismiss it. He confirms the fears
expressed in the column by making the
alarming statement (for the C.Y.C. and
other ocean racing clubs) - “Losing an
occasional event sponsor would be a
small price to pay for preserving the
quality of the competition”.

It may be a small price to pay for
those who do not need it such as the
Ocean Racing Council itself and pre-
sumably the United States Yacht Racing
Union of which Steve is Executive
Director, but for those saddled with the
responsibility of actually conducting
major events it is a very high price
indeed and the loss could really affect the
‘quality of the competition’. Event
sponsorship maintains the ‘quality of the
competition’ for the entire fleet, not just
the few who are individually sponsored.

The O.R.C. recognised this when it
absolved the Royal Ocean Racing Club
of compliance with the new rule in
staging the Admiral’s Cup and note that
the C.Y.C. was refused a similar waiver
when it applied, although the current
C.Y.C. Sydney-Hobart sponsorship
agreement pre-dates the new rule by
over 18 months. In other words, the rest
of us have been told that we may have to
do with less event sponsorship to pave
the way for individual sponsorship.

Steve Black goes on to suggest that
the Australian Admiral’s Cup team
might not have been able to compete in
1987 but for the new O.R.C. rule, an
exercise in twisted logic since the ruling
was specifically waived for the Admir-
al’s Cup.

Even if that were not the case, who

ever said that the O.R.C. existed purely
to secure support for Admiral’s Cup
competition. I was under the impression
that the O.R.C. existed for the benefit
of ocean racing as a whole and event
sponsorship provides support for every-
one in the sport, individual sponsorship
does not. In that context, to paraphrase
Steve Black’s own words — losing an
occasional individual sponsor would be
a small price to pay for preserving the
quality of the competition.

Measurement Handicap
Rules

T is obvious from the history of

nearly all measurement rules that they
have been abject failures for offshore
yachts and generally. Proof of this lies in
the different rules that have been im-
posed over the years and the changes
commonly referred to as “‘rule develop-
ment” in the [.O.R. rule. None of the
rules tried have resulted in consistent
long term fleet growth.

The obvious question is why, and the
answer is simple. Any rule that inhibits
the principles of the physics of yacht
design are doomed to failure because
they are not producing the best/fastest
available yacht. Obviously there needs
to be some method of relating perform-
ance to handicap and I would suggest
the following.

1. The Offshore measurement rule be
broken into 8 classes, the classes will
have the following ratings and in each
class the rating shall be equal to the
maximum L.O.A.

9.14m (30’) Maximum L.O.A
11.27m (37°) Maximum L.O.A
12.2 m (40’) Maximum L.O.A
13.71m (45") Maximum L.O.A
15.23m (50’) Maximum L.O.A
18.28m (60’) Maximum L.O.A
21.33m (70’) Maximum L.O. A
24.38m (80°) Maximum L.O.A
2.L.O.A. = LWL x 115

“Working” Sail Area
12.2m (40') L.O.A. = 77.0sq.m.
(828.52sq.ft.) (Disproportionate  Sail
Area to apply to each other class).

5. All yachts to comply with A.B.S.
Construction Rules.

6. A grandfather clause to apply to
existing yachts, c.g. LO.R. Maxi cur-
rently 25.29m (83") L.O.A. would be
eligible for 24.38m (80’) class.

Handicapping between the eight clas-
ses could then be fine tuned to perform-
ance, eventually it could be expected
that all classes would have an equal
chance of handicap honours.

I would suggest that within a very
short period of time, almost identical

4. Maximum

hulls would emerge and nearly all yachts
would be built to the maximum class
length. The advantages of this are
threefold.

a) The “‘competitive” life of a hull
could conceivably be 10-12 times the
existing ‘‘competitive” life.

b) Manufacturers of production yachts
would be in a better position to standar-
dize design and size leading to a greater
availability of competitive yachts.

¢) Predictably racing yachts would settle
into almost identical sizes enabling a
resultant standardization of deck gear
and fittings.

Of course there would be a lot of
experimentation in sail plans, however
given the competitive life of current
Rigs and Sails this should be an accept-
able cost of development.

Joseph Abraham Jnr
NEWCASTLE NSW

I.O.R. Uplift in South
Australia

Iread with great interest the first edi-
tion of the new “Offshore”. With
equally great interest I read the article by
Geoff Kingston on IOR racing in South
Australia.

I agree completely with the descrip-
tion of the current IOR situation.
However, I find it heartening to see an
ever-increasing number of boat owners
adopting a more ‘“‘relaxed” spending
style when it comes to choosing and
building a new racing boat. This attitude
1s, I feel, a self-perpetuating thing, once
one does it, it prompts others to do the
same, to remain competitive.

Personally, I have seen this attitude at
its very beginnings. I am part of a crew
currently putting the finishing touches
to what will become the most recent
addition to the IOR fleet in Adelaide.
The boat is a Three-quarter Ton David-
son, owned by John Howden. She is
built of a composite of timber and
exotics, and is a state-of-the-art Three-
Quarter Tonner. Her design was taken
and refined to the best features of
Indulgence (winner of the 1986 Three-
Quarter Ton worlds) and is an evolution
of Singapore Girl and Chutzpah from the
Eastern States.

We will be launching the boat, to be
called Invader, in late August/early
September. I feel it would be a good
follow-up article on the emerging IOR
fleect in South Australia. Keep up the
good work at least a publication that
gives IOR sailors the latest information.

Tom Anderson,
Belair, SOUTH AUSTRALIA O

12 — OFFSHORE — SUMMER 1987









Cancer. The Sail supports leukaemia
and cancer research and treatment prog-
rammes. Last year $50,000 was raised
with the help of Sydney’s yachties!

The money is raised by inviting
guests to join you for the day; they
donate $16 to the foundation. Boatow-
ners may invite their own guests, or
allow the Foundation to organise a party
of our supporters.

Each guest brings a picnic lunch, and
all enjoy a rare opportunity to enjoy
Sydney Harbour from a private boat.

The Sail for Cancer “fleet” rendez-
vous is off Rushcutters Bay at 11.00
am., and cruises to the Opera House,
then to Bradleys Head, Manly East and
West, and to our picnic area, rafting off
Quarantine, Stores and Little Manly
Beaches.

Please join us for a great day, and to
give your support to a very worthy
cause. Jane or Pamela will be able to
answer any questions you may have,
please ring 371 0400.

Liaison Officers Needed
for Sydney-Hobart

HE AWA Sydney-Hobart Yacht
Race is on again soon, and the
Cruising Yacht Club Hosting Commit-

tee are looking for volunteer Liaison
Officers to look after our overseas and
interstate yachties.

The Hosting Committee run by Bus-
ter Rickard, have been looking after our
visitors for quite some years now, and
it’s very popular with “locals” and
“visitors” alike.

If you have any interest in sailing and
would like to get involved, this is the
perfect place to start. You will meet lots
of people from all walks of life, and have
plenty of fun round the Christmas
period. We organise entertainment at
the Club throughout the month of
December — it’s just one big party!!

Our recruitment night is November
16, 6.00pm, at the Cruising Yacht Club
where refreshments and savouries will
be served. We require both males and
female: so come along and see what
it’s all about — obligation free! Di
Pearson & Maryrose Heffernan will be
available on the night to answer any
queries you may have — they have both
been extensively involved with the com-
mittee for quite some years now.

Any enquirles prior to recruitment
night can be directed to the Club on
32-9731 during business hours, or by
phoning Di Pearson after hours on
337-4443.

Phillip’s Choice Race from
Botany Bay

N annual race for a restricted fleet
of 11 ocean racing yachts is planned
for Australia Day, January 26, 1988,
from Botany Bay to Sydney Harbour.

The inaugural event will be “stage-
managed” so that the 11 yachts enter the
Harbour just ahead of the First Fleet
re-enactment — but in future years it
will be a proper race.

The limit to 11 yachts will com-
memorate the fact that Captain Phillip’s
First Fleet comprised 11 ships and will
also mark his decision to move the
settlement from the shores of Botany
Bay to Port Jackson.

The Phillip’s Choice offshore race is
being organised by the Botany Bay
Yacht Club. More information from
Rob Hilcher (02) 281 1460.

ORCV’s address in
Melbourne
HE Ocean Racing Club of Victoria
has a new address:

105 Nott Street, Port Melbourne, 3207.
Tel: (03) 646 4677.. Fax: (03) 646 4798.

BUYING?

Contact

PTY LTD

OR SELLING

BARRENJOEY
YACHT BROKERS

Jolly pogs Are We'

THE HISTORY OF YACHTING IN VICTORIA

1838-1894

o

Tolly Dogs Are We' is a large (21 x 290 x 3 cm)
hard covered book of 338 pages plus © colour
plates and many maps and diagrams which

with their captions add colour to the text.

SPEGIAL OF Tulk

QF AN

1 BRADLY AVENUE
KIRRIBILLI, 2061
Phone (02) 957 4000

VUTSTANDING 00K
$ 25 Post Free

(value $40)
I enclose my cheque/postal note for$ ...

To: Landscape Publications
17 Carlyle Crescent
Mont Albert, 3127
Australia.

Please forward copies of Jolly Dogs Are We' to:

Name

Address

FURTHER INFORMATION: (03) 890 5764
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Electronic Navigation

Part Il

The tlecironic
Ocean Racer

Sat-Nav, Loran, Omega

HIS is the second article of a

I series which examines the explo-
sive increase in the use of electro-

nic navigation aids in yachting since the

rule banning their use in yacht racing
was rescinded in November 1983.

Sat-Nav

In October 1976 the Australian maxi
Ballyhoo was berthed at the St. Francis
Yacht Club in San Francisco Bay and
her owner, Jack Rooklyn, was feeling

exceedingly pleased with himself, Bally-
hoo had just won the St Francis big boat
series against the likes of Kialoa and
Windward Passage. |

This capped a six month swing
around the Pacific in which Ballyhoo had
won every major race or series in which
she entered, including line honours and
overall in the South China Sea race, line
honours in the Round Hawaii race and
the California Cup match racing series
against Kialoa oft Los Angeles.

In the warm glow induced by this
powerful performance, Jack approved

the purchase of a Magnavox commercial
satellite navigation unit. In this way
Ballyhoo became the first Australian
yacht and, [ believe, the first racing
yacht anywhere, to fit a Sat-Nav unit.
Considering that the installation cost
over US$27,000 there was hardly a rush
of yacht owners anxious to follow suit,
although Sat-Nav had been in use with
commercial and naval vessels for some
years.

Ballyhoo’s Sat-Nav caused lively in-
terest when she arrived back in Austra-
lia, the concept of being able to electro-

SHIP CHANDLERS

SEA-ALBOATS VOLVO

TOHATSU

OUTBOARDS

A HUGE RANGE OF STOCK INCLUDING:

Fuel Tanks & Fittings, Oars, Batteries, Electrical Fittings,
Radios, Sounders, Bilge Pumps, Anchor Ropes, Chains,
Fishing Tackle, Fenders, Lifejackets, Antifouling Lines

FENQUIN BAYVIEW CHANDLERS

1714 Pittwater Road, BAYVIEW NSW 2104
Telephone (02) 997-7797

PENTA
SPARES
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Trailer Yachts

by Jeff Toghill

Jeff Toghill’s Trailer Y

detailed book on this ¢

sailing. The development in the past

decade of this type of sailing boat has

enabled families to join in the fun of

trailing the yacht across the country

to cruise and to race at distant venues.
The design has become wholesome,

comfortable, even luxurious in some

cases. 'This book sets out to fill in the

beginner, describing how to avoid the

inherent problems. It also reveals how

to obtain maximum pleasure and better

performance for the already convinced

trailer sailor.
Trailer Yachts

on — $9.95.

Hodder & Stought-

Australian Coastline

by Jeff Toghill East Coast
West Coast
South Coast

Each book in this series of three, so far,
deals with one of the areas shown above.
Already, Alan Lucas’ books on the
coastline are well known and provide an
excellent reference guide. Now, Jeff
Toghill has authored this new set, along
similar lines. Probably a little more up
to date, the Toghill books are quite
detailed on each port and harbour. Good
reference guides support each area with
details of distance, rail services, car
service depots, tourist spots, parks and
accommodation. As this set of three
have been published in 1985 (East coast)
1986 (West coast) and 1987 (South coast)
the reference material is up to date. The
author’s detail is excellent as to port
information but for the sailor offshore
the books do not have the fine detail of
depths, buoy positions etc that may be
required.

Australian Coastline — The new Au-
stralian Library — $9.95.

Jolly Dogs Are We

The History of Yachting in Victoria —
1838-1894

Here is a fascinating journey through the
19th Century of Victoria’s history in
sailing and yachting. Taking the author
Ralph P. Neale over 14 years of research
work, this handsome book captures the
people and events of a by-gone era. The
book is timely as it will fill a part of
Victoria’s maritime history as our bi-
centennial comes to pass — yet the book
is one which is rich in detail and contains
a host of drawings and photographs.
Although this book was published in
1984 and therefore is not ‘new’, its
inclusion in our book review section
appears here because it is a valuable

historical work. It specifically deals with
the development of yachting as a social
pastime. The book pieces together in a
chronological order the accounts of re-
gattas, formation of clubs, the famous

and not so famous yachts which
appeared along the way and important-
ly, the men who built them, owned
them and sailed them.

If readers wish to purchase, send
$25.00 to:-

Landscape Publications,

17 Cailyle Crescent,

Mount Albert Vic 3127

(includes postage)

Marine Radio Manual
by Penta Marine Radio Communications

Have you ever needed to know which
coast station is responsible for a particu-
lar weather forecast, how to contact
them, when and on which frequency it
is broadcast?

Do you ever have problems with
radphone calls? Do you get confused
about frequencies and channel numbers,
or about which frequency to use?

Are you interested in improving your
radio performance, or perhaps why
some frequencies provide better com-
munications at certain times of the day?

Would you know what to do if you
suddenly found your vessel in a distress
situation, or how to answer a distress
call from someone else?

The answers to these and hundreds or
other everyday queries concerning
marine radio communications may be
found in The Penta Marine Radio Com-
munications Manual. Just published by
Penta Marine Radio Communications,
better known to marine radio users by
their station identification of Penta
Comstat, the manual covers most
aspects of communications relating to
small craft around Australia and the
South Pacific.

Since 1976 when the station was first
established, Penta Comstat has grown
from a local service on 27 MHz to a

on a wide range of

>s. In recent years they

| national and interna-

a for the provision of
services o1 aong distance ocean yacht
races and those vessels cruising Austra-
lian and the South Pacific. The Penta
Marine Radio Communications Manual
is an attempt to pass on the benefits of
their experience.

The manual contains about 160 pages
175 x 250 mm (the same as Australian
Notices to Mariners) in twelve separate
chapters in a special plastic covered loose
leaf’ binder designed to fit into most
bookshelves. Chapter titles include Ser-
vices, Equipment, Licensing and Reg-
ulations, Frequencies, Operation, Sea
Safety Reporting, Search and Rescue,
Weather Forecasts and Warnings, Navi-
gational Warnings, Propagation, Radio
Navigation Aids and Weapons Practice
Areas. Each chapter is separated by
plastic covered, titled tabbed dividers. A
separate contents page for each chapter
makes it very easy to go directly to the
particular chapter and then to a particu-
lar subject.

Some of the information has been
reproduced with permission from the
Marine Information Manual, the
Notices to Mariners and other publica-
tions often not readily available to small
craft. However, much of the material is
the result of a good many years practical
experience by the publishers.

The chapter on propagation was spe-
cially prepared by the IPS Radio and
Space Services (formerly with lonos-
pheric Prediction Service). It covers all
forms of propagation on all the marine
bands, with particular emphasis on the
problems of HF communication, and
should be of interest and a big help to
most operators. IPS have also prepared
three monthly HF frequency prediction
charts, giving recommended and upper
and lower usable frequency bands for
communications with Sydney from va-
rious points around Australia and the
Pacific Ocean.

At 832.00 including postage, the
manual should be of interest to anyone
with a marine radio, particularly for
vessels fitted with HF equipment. The
price includes an up-date service until
Ist January 1988, after which this service
will be available at a nominal charge.
Each manual is numbered and has provi-
sion for registration by the owner for
the up-date service which will cover any
changes in information, and include new
issues of the HF frequency prediction
charts.

Available from Penta Marine Radio
Communications, P.O. Box 530 Gos-
ford NSW 2250. Phone (043) 67-7668.
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Such is the price of progress in grand
prix ocean racing following the lifting of
restrictions this year on sponsorship and
the recognition of that sponsorship
under Rule 26. No one can deny, of
course, that sponsorship is essential if
Australian and New Zealand yachting
teams are to continue to be competitive
with the Europeans, to meet the huge
costs of shipping yachts and flying
crews to England for the Admiral’s
Cup.

It’s all very well to have wealthy
owners or syndicates prepared to put
together a state-of-the-art ocean racer,
campaigning it for selection and then
prepared to foot the bill for new sails
and maintenance during a tough,
month-long campaign in the UK. The
personal cost of each to the three Austra-
lian owners, Peter Kurts, Gary Appleby
and Lou Abrahams, would not have left
them much change from between
$400,000 and $500,000 each.

On top of that, total team costs well
exceeded $1-million in airfares, accom-
modation and general living expenses in
a very expensive country like England.
Each Australian crew member contri-
buted $500 towards that cost, plus his
own personal out-of-pocket expenses of
being four to six weeks away from
home and taking leave from work.

Sponsorship of yachting events is
nothing new, with AW A sponsoring the
Sydney-Hobart and the Admiral’s Cup
itself under the on-going sponsorship of
Champagne Mumm, the French-based
champagne company. Australian teams
in the past have also received spon-
sorship from Dunbhill and ANL shipping
but as a team Australia was until this
year restricted in what it could offer a
sponsor in return.

Fortunately, the Royal Ocean Racing
Club and the Oftshore Racing Council
(the international govering body of
ocean racing) this year amended Rule 26
to enable teams and their individual
yachts to name their team and yachts
after the sponsor of his products. For the
purists it may well have been a shock,
but for the realists who have had to dig
deep into their pockets for the honour of
representing Australia in international
sport, it was a welcome change of heart.

Veteran Sydney yachtsman Peter
Kurts, for example, had been to Cowes
three times in the past with yachts
bearing such names as Love and War,
Once More Dear Friends and Drake’s
Prayer. Last summer he launched his
latest ocean racer and named it Made-
line’s Daughter, but in deference to a
major team sponsorship from Bond
Brewing, Kurts campaigned the Farr 44
as Swan Premium III in the Swan Pre-
mium Australian Admiral’s Cup team.

Similarly, Melbourne yachtsman Lou
Abrahams’ Ronstan Ultimate Challenge

became Swan Premier I while Sydney
yachtsman Gary Appleby’s Swan Pre-
mium Il was originally launched as
Sagacious V. Both owners dropped the
ongoing traditional names of their ocean
racers to give the sponsor “‘naming
rights.”

It has to be worthwhile. The support
from the team’s two major sponsors,
Bond Brewing and the ANL shipping
line, made the difference in enabling
Australia to make what amounted to the
strongest challenge at Cowes in 1979.

In the fiercest competition in the
30-year history of the Admiral’s Cup,
the three Australian yachts and their
crews did exceptionally well to finish
third among the 14 national teams,
beaten only by the New Zealanders and
the British.

In my view, after having covered
seven Admiral’s Cup series in England,
the effort of the Swan Premium Austra-
lian team was the best team performance
since Australia won the Cup in 1979. In
fact, it was equal or even better than that
effort, bearing in mind the advantage
gained by Australia when opposition
yachts fell by the wayside in the gale-
swept Fastnet Race.

This year both Australia and New
Zealand went into the Admiral’s Cup as
the best prepared teams ever shipped
from the Antipodes, for the first time
with yachts that matched the latest
European boats in design and construc-
tion, gear and sails. The latest state-of-
the-art, lightweight One Tonners built
only a few months before the Cup had
no advantage in design changes, con-
struction advances or in sail-cloth de-
velopments. The stabilisation of the
IOR rule, plus the introduction of ABS
scantling regulations for new hulls, has
made yacht design and building equit-
able throught the world.

The one disadvantage that the Austra-
lian and New Zealand teams did have
was in being without their yachts to
continue crew training for between two
and three months, and then having only
about 12 to 15 days of sailing on The
Solent and Christchurch Bay before the
Admiral’'s Cup itself began.

With their inherent skills in offshore
racing, the sailors from Down Under
made the best of their opportunity in
Europe this year, the two teams from
the Antipodes outsailing all but the
British — and they were in their home
waters. The New Zealanders got their
act together just that bit better than their
cousins across the Tasman and deserved
their fine victory — a successful com-
bination of long-term team planning,
three excellent boats, three outstanding
crews, and a determined, nationalist
team effort.

Australia could have beaten the Brits
had our team made fewer tactical errors,

had kept out of protest-provoking inci-
dents, but I doubt that we could have
beaten the Kiwis. But the Australian
team sailed well, particularly in the final,
605 nautical mile Fastnet Race, to with-
stand strong efforts by the Irish, the
Germans, the United States and the
Danes, to hold third place.

This was New Zealand’s first win in
the Admiral’'s Cup, the world cham-
pionship of ocean racing, becoming
only the fourth nation to have its name
engraved on the base of the fine gold cup
in 30 years of competition. The others
are Britain, the United States, Australia
and Germany. New Zealand’s best pre-
vious effort, in five past challenges, was
third in 1985.

Encouraged by that effort, the Kiwis
began planning to win the Cup in 1987
almost immediately. As soon as the
team returned to New Zealand, a work-
ing group was set up with well known
Auckland yachtsman and naval architect
Don Brooke as 1987 team manager-
designate. Anyone who had been in-
volved in past NZ challenges for the
Admiral’'s Cup was invited to attend
monthly “think-tank” metings at the
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron.

A small group of enthusiastic owners
agreed to build potential Cup yachts,
including two identical Farr One Ton-
ners. Only five boats turned out for a
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