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yachts to be included in teams. The 
rating band will now be 30.0-70.0 IOR 
as against 30.0-40.0 feet IOR. 

In addition to the overseas teams, 
there will be an Australian National 
team and teams from each Australian 
State. 

South Australia and Western Australia 
will be sending their strongest teams in 

compete in the series as a final tune-up 
for the AW A Southern Cross Cup 
starting on December 16. There will 
also be a Southern Cross invitation race 
on December 12. 

Most top IOR racers in Australia are 
expected to contest the selection trials 
for the Australian team, including Ron 
Elliott's new Dubois One Tonner from 

WITH three weeks to go to the 
closing date for late entries, the 
Cruising Yacht Club of Au­

stralia officials were expecting a fleet of 
more than 170 yachts to contest the 
AW A 43rd annual Sydney-Hobart race. 
In fact, if overseas entrants for the 
Southern Cross Cur international teams 
series fulfil early expectations, the fleet 
record of 179 starters could be bettered. 

If the countries which have indicated 
they will be sending teams to the South­
ern Cross Cup all come, the fleet for the 
series, Australia's equivalent to the 
Admiral's Cup, will be the biggest since 
1975 with 12 or 13 teams competing. 

Large fleet expected for 
AWA Sydney-Hobart 

Britain, winners of the 1985 AW A 
Southern Cross Cup, New Zealand, 
winners of the 1987 Admiral's Cup, 
along with Germany, Hong Kong, 
Papua New Guinea, the United States 
all have said they will be entering teams. 
The Germans, two-times winners of the 
Admiral's Cup, have never taken part 
and this will be first time in a decade that 
the United States has fielded a team. 

This year the rating band for the 
Southern Cross Cup has been extended 
up to 70.0 feet IOR, to allow maxi rated 

years, as will Tasmania, while the Au­
stralian, New South Wales and Victo­
rian teams will be chosen from a five­
race selection series from November 
27-December 6. The series, to be known 
as the Grand Prix Ocean Cham­
pionships and Southern Cross Selec­
tions, will see the top three yachts 
becoming the Australian national team, 
the others going into their State teams 
according to eligibility. 

States which will have already com­
pleted their team selections will also 
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Melbourne and Warren Johns' new 
Davidson One Tonner, to be launched 
late October in Sydney. Sailing master 
aboard Johns' boat, to be named Beyond 
Thunderdome (Mad Max fans will know 
the significance) will be sailmaker Bob 
Fraser, fresh from a similar role aboard 
Gary Appleby's Swan Premium II, the 
top Australian boat in the Admiral's 
Cup. 

Another new boat from Melbourne is 
a new Davidson One-Tonne~ built by 
Ken Jago for Chas Jacobson and named 
Once A jolly Swagman. 

The three AC team boats, Gary Ap­
pleby's Sagacious V (ex Swan Premium 
II), Peter Kurts Madeline's Daughter (ex 
Swan Premium III) and Lou Abrahams' 
Ultimate Challenge (ex Swan Premium I) 
are back in Australia and will certainly 
be campaigning again for Australian 
selection. 

The top-performing Another Con­
cubine, skippered by John Parker, 1987 
AW A Ocean Racing Yachtsman of the 
Year, is likely to seek a national team 
berth as will Bernard Lewis' maxi , 
Sovereign, now eligible for Southern 
Cross selection, and sailing in great 
form. 

The Ocean Racing Club of Australia, 
which will conduct the selection trials, 
expects at least 22 yachts to take part in 
the series, either as contenders for the 
Australian, New South Wales or Victo­
rian teams, or as a final tune-up for the 
Southern Cross Cup. A rule of entry 
will be that any yacht which finishes in 
the top three on the pointscore, must be 
prepared to sail for the National team, 
irrespective of whether the yacht has 
already been chosen in a State team. 

" We want to make sure that Australia 
is represented by the best three yachts in 
the country," ORCA director Bob Fras­
er said . "On selection the team will go 
into an intensive final training program­
me as a team, with ORCA planning to 
provide the team with weather informa­
tion and coaching to ensure that Austra­
lia wins the AW A Southern Cross 
C up." 

New Zealand, winners of the 1987 
Admiral's Cup, had some reservations 
on being able to raise a strong team, but 



the latest report is that there will be 
aformidable Kiwi trio here in December 
comprising Admiral's Cup team yacht 
Goldcorp plus Swuzzlebubble VI and Fair 
Share, the sistership to Propaganda. On 
the plus side is the news that the United 
States will be competing for the first 
time in more than a decade. The US 
team will comprise the 45-footer Side­
winder and the 54-footer Jubilation, with 
the third US boat most likely to be 
chartered here. 

The Reichel /Pugh designed Sidewin­
der, owned by Randy Short of San 
Francisco, was the topscoring yacht, 
outside of the One-Tonners, in the 
Champagne Mumm Admiral's Cup, 
and was skippered by John Bertrand, the 
Californian champion helmsman. 

jubilation, a German Frers design, was 
recently fitted with a new keel and 
rudder designed by Reichel/Pugh Yacht 
Design, with excellent results, including 
second place in Class A of the San Diego 
Yachting Club, first in Class A in the 
Ahmanson Series at Newport Harbour, 
and first in Class A in Long Beach Race 
Week. 

Sidewinder rates 34.6 feet IOR while 
Jubilation rates 42. 9 feet. 

Hong Kong will field a particularly 
strong team. Keith Jacobs is having a 
new One-Tonner built in Australia 
while Irvine Laidlaw is chartering Dave 
Forbes new Farr SO-footer. Jacobs' boat 
is being built in Melbourne by Ken Jago 
while McConaghy Boats are building 
Forbes' boat. No details are known 
about the third Hong Kong yacht. 

The Germans keep saying that they 
will have a team here for the Southern 
Cross Cup, but when this edition went 

to press no details had been received. 
Entries for the 1987 AW A Sydney­

Hobart Race officially closed on Octo­
ber 31 but late entries may be accepted 

ADELAIDE yacl,tsman Mario Min11zzo will be bringing /,is recently la1111ched Benetea11 First 
Class 12 to Syd11ey for the So111/,ern Cross C11p in Dece111ber and the A WA Sydney-Hobart. 

BULBOUS BOW 
of a bulk canier 
frames tl,is Hood 23 
racing on Sydney 
Harbour. (Pie by 
David Clare). 

until November 11. While country chal­
lenges must be made by early Novem­
ber, the actual teams need not be nomin­
ated until about a week before the 
Southern Cross Cup. 

The Australian Ocean Racing Cham­
pionship and Southern Cross Selections 
will comprise five races: November 27 
- 90 nm; November 29 - 27 nm; 
December 4 - 27 nm; December 5 -
27 nm; December 6 - 27 nm. 

The CYCA this year will again use a 
double-line start for the AW A Sydney­
Hobart, with the Southern Cross Cup 
team yachts, Maxis and Division A 
yachts going off the front line . 

Among the early entry for the AW A 
Sydney-Hobart were: 
Amigo Diable (ex Amira), Anaconda, Au­
ssie Rules , Balandra, Big Schott, Chutz­
pah, City Limits, Destiny, Dictator, Dou­
ble Trouble, Dry White, Evergreen (ex 
Even 60ft Laurent Giles design), Farrago 
(ex Boom Boom), Group Therapy, Hornet, 
Insatiable, Marara, Margaret Rintoul II, 
Middle Harbour Express, Midnight Magic 
(ex The Manly Ferry), Moonrager Again, 
Mystique, Never Satisfied, Padam II, Prime 
Factor (ex Prim e Suspect, Prime Minister), 
Prime Minister (ex Prime Times), Singa­
pore Girl, Southern Cross, Sovereign, 
Spirit. 
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BRITISH AIRWAYS - SWITZERLAND - OFFSHORE COMPETITION 
7 

Y
ou could win this luxury holiday, 
flying British Airways, the world's 
favourite airline, to London, then on to 

Zurich and St. Moritz, playground and famous ski 
resort. There you 'll spend a week in the fabulous 
Swiss Alps, staying at the first class 
Schweizerhof Hotel in absolute comfort. Ski , 
enjoy the remarkab le scenery, swim and relax on 
this holiday of a lifetime. 

The winner wi ll also receive two beautifu l Swiss 
made Heuer watches. Just fi ll in the crossword , 
and post it now to enter. The winner will be 
announced in the May, 1988 issue of 
OFFSHORE. 

Entries close March 1, 1988, This OFFSHORE/British Airways 
competition will also appear in the Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race 
Annual 1987, the Melbourne-Hobart Yacht Race Yearbook '87 
and the February edition of OFFSHORE. The winner wi ll be 
announced in the May issue of OFFSHORE. The first correct 
entry drawn from our barrel wil l win the prize and the winner 
will be notified by mail immediately after the draw, It is a 
condition of entry that the judges decision is final and no 
correspondence wi ll be entered into regarding the result This 
competit ion is not open to employees of OFFSHORE or thei r 
printers. Permit No. T.C. 86/1551, Winners please note that 
the air tickets are subject to load. 
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m 
HEUER 

w , ___ "'-!!=--

Fill in the crossword and mail it to: - - - - - - - PermitNo. T.C. 86/1551 

OFFSHORE/BRITISH AIRWAYS COMPETITION 
PO Box 297, Homebush 2140, Australia . Name ..... .. .. .. ...... .. ...... .. .... .... ... .... ...... .. .. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A B C D E F G H I J K Address . , .... , , .. ..... .... .. .. .. ... .. ..... . , ... ... .... .. 

.. ... ............ .. ....... ..... .. . P/code .. ... .. ........ . 

CLUES 
Across: 
1A A square rigged ship's nickname. 
JA A short piece of rope worked grommet fashioned into a bolt rope 

of a sail containing a metal thimble. 
4G The boat in the lead is,. 
6A Famous ocean racing series held in England every 2 years. 
BC The middle section of a square sail where ii is cut to form a belly, 
10A You wil l ski here. 
12H Famous steel yacht once owned by Vic Meyer. 
13C A sail maker does this. 
14H Initials of body controll ing yachting . 
15E Whal secured sa il to mast in older gaff rigged cratt (singular), 
1 SA A single rope attached lo centre of lower yard. 
1SH A light hawser used in moving ship by means of kedgeanchor, 
18C Whal a pulse of radar is called. 
18H A large wooden or metal spar crossing the masts of aship, 
Down: 
10 Type of bouy. 
l J Name of famous CYCAyachL 
JA Initials of Australia 's most famous blue water yacht club. 
JE Manager's surname of 1987 Australian Admirals Cup Team . 
3G Surname of famous Australian marine artist. 
SF Toward the stern. 
SH Hull of light racing skiff , 
BC The airline you will fly with. 
1 DA Navigator's instrument. 
lOE One of the places you'll visit, 

Fill in the '--.._....._ ........ __.__'--.,_.....__, 12H Surname of Captain of 1987 Australian Admirals Cup Team . 

L
spaces (clues 16C Circular loop in a shr9ud or stay. 
in each) 18F 71 81 12H 14C 12K Jl 16C ----------------



SOUT H Australia's team for the 
Southern Cross Cup series in Sy_d­
ney, will be the strongest m his­

tory follo wing an unprecedented spend­
ing spree by some of the State's best 
yachtsmen. 

There are five new or revamped boats 
with a total value of over $1m vying for 
the three spots in the team. And in 
addition to that fleet, Dick Fidock's new 
Duncanson 38-footer, Dictator, and John 
Howden 's new Davidson designed 
Three-quarter Tonner, Invader, provide 
an added boost to the new !OR season. 

The enterprising Mario Minuzzo has 
just recently launched his new First 
Class 12 from the Beneteau stable. He 
previously owned the highly regarded 
Wateifrontier. 

The new boat as yet is un-named 
pending the finalisation of an adventur­
ous $24,000 sponsorship package in­
volving intrastate airline company Ken­
dall Airlines and the Lincoln Cove Yacht 
Charter Co. at Port Lincoln. 

Six of Minuzzo's crew are from Port 
Lincoln on SA's Eyre Peninsula - about 
a 40 minute flight from Adelaide. And 
Kendall Airlines have been flying the 
crew to Adelaide to link up with the rest 
of the team for training and racing. 

Minuzzo, who is contemplating the 
possibility of building the Beneteau 
range of boats in Adelaide under licence 
to the French manufacturer, visited one 
of the company's five factories recently 
to observe the production-line process it 
employs so successfull y. 

His new boat was specially prepared 
for the Sydney boat show, after which it 
was shipped to Adelaide where Minuzzo 
completed the instrumentation and 
finalised the sail inventory. 

The boat is a sister ship to Phoenix, in 
which Harold C udmore sailed to the top 
of the points score table in the 1985 
Admiral's C up. She rates 31.73. 

Veteran ocean racer and Soling cham­
pion Reg Kemp, who will helm the 
boat, spearheads the Port Lincoln con­
tingent of six crew including former SA 
12-metre crew Steve Kemp and Andy 
D yer, plus C has Chambers, Ken Web­
ber and David Raleigh. The Port Lin­
coln involvement is ai med at eventually 
upgrading the vibrant fishing port as a 
centre for !OR boats. 

David Urry has also taken delivery of 
his new Farr 40 from Franklin Yachts in 
NZ. The boat, claimed to be identical to 
N Z's celebrated Propaganda, is remark­
ably light and stiff. In fact it was because 
of the tremendously successful weight­
saving planning that went into the boat, 
above deck, that she is probably too 
stiff. 

When first rated she came out at 31.4 
and so some serious surgery was per­
formed on the new state-of-the-art keel 

SA's Strongest Tea111 
for Southern Cross 

By Geoff Kingstone 

from which the bulb was removed . She 
now rates 30. 7 and with Minuzzo's new 
boat should account for two of the 
places in the three-boat team . 

Urry, who enjoyed great success with 
War Games, has named his new boat 
More War Games and will share the helm 
with the highly regarded Wayne Souls­
by. Urry and his crew will be the best 
prepared of all the SA crews in Sydney, 
having trained three days a week and 
sailed on weekends for the past six 
months. 

Admiral's Cup yacht 
out for cheating 

A N International Jury in London 
enquiring into the water ballast 

cheating claims, has disqualified the 
Austrian yacht I-Punkt from all races of 
the 1987 Admiral 's C up for "gross 
infringement of the rules and gross 
breach of good sportsmanship" . 

The Jury has also referred its findin gs 
to the national yachting authorities of 
each of the crew members who sailed 
aboard I-Pu nkt in the C hannel Race and 
the Fas tnet Race fo r possible disciplinary 
action. Australian Andrew Cape sailed 
in both races whil e another Australian, 
Greg Prescott was aboard in the Fastnet. 

The Jury found that water was 
pumped in and out of plas tic containers 
aboard I-Punkt using a two-way bilge 
pump. The water-fill ed containers were 
then placed on the windwa rd bunks as 

Former SA and Steak 'n Kidney 12-
metre skipper Fred N eill has been en­
gaged to steer Gil Finlay 's Farr 40, Short 
Circuit. 

In a recent brief encounter with a 
beacon in the gulf, Neill survived re­
latively unscathed. He got a little too 
close and eventually had to cut the 
spinnaker free to save any further 
embarrassment. But the widely re­
spected Neill, who has former SA 12-
metre sewerman/ mastman Peter Wall­
Smith on board , is confident he and the 

ballas t. The containers were emptied 
when the water was no longer required. 
One container w~s cut up and thrown 
overboard before the end of the race and 
others were hidden under the engine. 

The Jury found that the installation of 
the pump and containers was planned by 
the Austrian charterer, Thomas Friese 
and the permanent paid hand, Tom 
Swift. 

Andrew Cape, a UK-based yacht 
designer and sail maker, revealed the 
cheating to j ournalists during the subse­
quent One Ton Cup in Germany, where 
I-Punkt was also penalised for rules 
breaches. 

The International Jury did not enquire 
into allega tions that two of the British 
Admiral 's Cup yachts had ca pita lised on 
a "grey area" of the rules on water 
ballas t during the Admiral's C up. 

• Full story on Admirals Cup, appea,,s on 
pages 24 - 31. 
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THE rugged East Coast of Tasmania will soon be a familiar sight once more for yachtsmen 
heading south in the 1987 AWA Sydney/Hobart race. (Richard Bennett pie). 

crew can crank up Short Circuit to make 
her very competitive. 

Bob Francis, one ofSA's most experi­
enced and respected ocean-racers, is the 
other main challenger for one of the 
three places in the SA team. His ageing 
Holland 40, Renegade, has been largely 
rebuilt to bring her down to the mini­
mum rating. Francis has ordered a new 
wardrobe of sails from Ray Brown, has 
re-rigged the boat and fitted a new 
low-profile keel. 

Whichever boats comprise the team, 
it will be the strongest ever to represent 
SA. 

In the past the team has included 
mostly old boats with crews whose 
passions have ranged between sailing 
and having a good time. 

This time things are very much diffe­
rent. The boats are new and the crews 
understand the disciplines needed for 
success . 

With a share of the luck, it would not 
be unreasonable to anticipate a fourth 
placing as the best possible result in the 
hot fleet of 10 boats, which will include 
teams from England and New Zealand. 

* * * Dick Fidock's new Duncanson 38-
foter, Dictator, is the latest in a fleet of 
five boats that have kept Fidock to the 
forefront of SA yachting in the past 
decade. 

The first two were two 30-foo t van 
Der Stadt designs, Karee/ah, and Ceda­
lion. Then came the S&S 34 Morn ing 
Hustler and Kestrel , which Fidock sailed 
in three Sydney-Hobarts . 

Dictator, built by his son Richard, 
who has taken a mould of the impressive 
Duncanson design, is a stripped-out 
racer of cedar and kevlar construction. 
Rating 28.2 she was launched in Febru­
ary and since then, with John Gleeson at 
the helm, lost only one race on IOR. 

Fidock has geared Dictator for the 
Sydney-Hobart and at this stage is 
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"thrilled to bits" with her. "The rating 
band is critical for the Hobart race," said 
Fidock. "But we are looking to win our 
division (Ill) ." 

Another exciting addition to the IOR 
fleet is John Howden's Davidson­
designed Three-quarter Tonner, Invad-

Late Rally For 
Kiwi Team 

By Jeanette O'Shea 

JU ST six weeks before entries closed 
for the Southern Cross Cup, World 

Cup and Admiral's C up winners, New 
Zealand did not have a team. 

Team organisers , Royal Akarana 
Yacht Club could not even contemplate 
selection trials. "We have three in­
terested skippers", said club commod­
ore, Graham Orchard, but we are wait­
ing to know what the Admiral's C up 
yachts are doing before making a deci­
sion' '. 

Peter Walker's Kiwi has been sold in 
Cowes to a Swedish owner. Propaganda 
and Goldcorp are returning to New 
Zealand by ship and co-owner of Prop­
aganda, Adrian Burr says a decision over 
Southern Cross would be made shortly. 

" Unfortunately the mast was left be­
hind" , said Burr. Some work is being 
done on it in Britain. It 's coming back 
later but might not be in time for 
Southern Cross". 

Goldcorp owner Mal Canning is be­
lieved to be a little " campaigned out" 
after two years and team representation 
at Southern Cross , 1985, Kenwood Cup 
and Admiral's Cup. He says he is 
planning to sell the boat and build 
another for Kenwood C up next year but 
it is understood the boat is available · 

A Wellington yacht, Fair Share, a 
sister to Propaganda , missed Admiral's 

AW A Southern Cross 
Cup Series 1987 

Dec 12 - Invitation Race 
Dec 16 -Race One, 24 nm Olympic 
Dec 17 - Race 2, 180 nm Olympic 
Dec 18 - Race 3, 180 nm offshore 
Dec 21 - Race 4, 24 nm Olympic 
Dec 26 - Race 5, 630 nm Sydney­
Hobart. 

er. She is a development, an update, of 
Singapore Girl and Chutzpah, and in­
corporates many of the features of Syd­
ney-Hobart winner Ex-Tension . 

Howden built the boat, with help 
from crew and friends, in 16 months. 
She is of Western Red Cedar and kevlar 
construction, carries Sobstad sails and 
according to Howden, who will helm 
the boat, Invader is "very, very light and 
we expect her to be very competitive, 
especially in light airs," says Howden. 

She raced for the first time on Octo­
ber 3 and because of the lack of time 
Howden does not intend to do the 
Sydney-Hobart race. Instead he will 
concentrate on the Lincoln Week regatta 
in February. 

* * * 
Cup team selection although built ex­
pressly for the contest. It is available for 
Southern Cross and would be an ideal 
replacement for Kiwi. Its syndicate head 
Del Hogg, won Southern Cross four 
years back with Pacific Sundancer, part of 
New Zealand 's three boat Bruce Farr­
designed trio. 

Ian Gibbs, skipper of 1985 Admiral's 
Cup trialist, Swuzzlebubble and B-team 
member at the last Southern Cross 
series, has told Orchard that he is 
available and another 1985 trialist, Barn­
storm could be third team member if the 
Admiral's Cup boats don't make it. 

Orchard said even if the glamour 
yachts do become available there could 
be a struggle to man them. New Zea­
land's leading sailors have had a deman­
ding year - America's C up, World 
12-Metre Championships, Admiral's 
Cup. Two Whitbread round the world 
race campaigns - Peter Blake's Stein/ager 
Challenge and Grant Dalton's Fisher and 
Paykel maxi - are rapidly committing 
race crews. Several top yachtsmen are 
immersed in dinghy campaigns fo r next 
year 's O lympic Games. 

" I don 't think that 's the case," said 
Tom Dodson, Kiwi's tactician and direc­
tor of North Sails, Auckland. "If some­
body came along with Propaganda, Gold­
corp and Fair Share, and a reasonable 
sponsorship package, New Zealand 
would have the best Southern Cross 
team it could hope for " . 

'Tm sure everyone wants to go sail­
ing at Christmas, it's just a matter of the 
organisers saying here we go". 



__ b_· 
0

QQ_es _ _ 
T hank God for Pat Cash, but in 

ocean racing, league, union, the 
Kiwis gave us a hammering in interna­
tionals this winter and it has been 
suggested that, in each case, the reason 
was the same, lack of preparation . 

At a Sportsmans Lunch in August 
0.R.C.A. C hairman and Admiral's 
Cup team Manager, David Hundt, de­
scribed in detail the scene at Cowes as 
the New Zealand team stamped their 
superiority on the rest of the world 's 
ocean racers. 

T here was little doubt that the Austra­
lian boats were as fast as anything at 
Cowes, faster than most, but the team 
could not get its act together. In the 
wake of the N ew Zealanders who sailed 
no faster generally but, above all , made 
no mistakes, the rest floudered in appa­
rent confusion. 

D avid Hundt's detailed analysis of 
where we went wrong fo cussed on the 
Australian team 's preparation compared 
to that of the N ew Zealanders. With 
their selection trials completed 6 weeks 
prior to ours, the Kiwis entered an 
extended period of intensive team 
training. 

D avid 's description of their prepara­
tions reminded me of the gruelling 
programme designed by Gordon 
Reynolds for the 1973 Australian team . 
T here were other similarities to be 
found too, in the Kiwis absolute cohe­
siveness and team spirit afloat and 
ashore, something the Australian teams 
have apparently lacked in recent years, 
to the casual observer. 

The N ew Zealanders heavy training 
schedule continued when the team got 
to the U .K. , overlooking no area of 
weakness in tuning or preparation and 
when the Admiral's Cup finally got 
under way they came out of the gate like 
thoroughbreds, consistently perfo rming 
ones at that. According to D avid Hundt, 
it was their meticulous preparation that 
made the difference. The Australians 
trained hard too, but were not able to 
put in the huge number of man hours at 
it. 

Ending his presentation on a high 
note, David pointed out that , very 
often, the team that finish third in the 
regatta got up to win the Admiral's C up 
next time around , so we could be in line 
for a win in 1989, given the right kind of 
preparation, and O.R.C. A. is going to 
make certain of that. 

O f course, he made this prediction 
before a British j ournalist made public 

By John Brooks 

allegations that two of the British A-C 
team boats (amongst others, it should be 
noted) had been shipping and, ahhh, 
unshipping, abnormal amounts of water 
ballas t in contravention of the rule 
(22 .2). 

Considering a few things that hap­
pened in Keil during the World One 
Ton C up in this regard , the whole affair 
is a time bomb and if any evidence of 
cheating actually comes to light then the 
very least that will happen is that the 
British team will be J isqualified, mov­
ing the Australian team up to second 
place in the Admiral's Cup results and 
spoiling David Hundt' s tidy prediction 
in the process . 

In the U .S., some interesting develop­
ments include an extensive overhaul 

of N orth America's premier ocean rac­
ing event, the Southern O cean Racing 
Conference (S. 0 . R. C.). A different fo r­
mat will , the organisers believe, redress 
most of the competitors grievances from 
1987 and previous regattas. 

Amongst the complaints were - lack 
of windward work (Hamilton Island 
Race Director please note); the series 
takes too long to complete fo r the 
average working yachtie; a lack of facili­
ties fo r the big boats. All had contri­
buted to a drop in 1.0.R. entries and , 
evidently, a suggestion by some maxi 
yacht owners that they might take their 
business elsewhere. T he new format 
will include provision fo r sponsored 
boats in a 'professional' division with, 
incidentally, an entry fee of U .S. $5 ,000. 

Another new approach concerns 

match racing rules. At the Liberty Cup 
series off N ew York a radical method of 
dealing with close encounter protC'l6ts is 
planned in which a jury following the 
competitors around will rule im­
mediately on the infringement, if possi­
ble, and an offender may, for instance, 
be ordered to do a 360 degree turn, 
penalty enough in a match race . A 
similar system was successfully tried at 
the World M axi meeting O ff N ewport 
in June. 

This would certainly reduce the num­
ber of pro test room hearings after each 
race and probably do away with many 
of the 'sea lawyer ' protests which so 
marred the 1987 America's C up defen­
der trials in 1986-87. Yes, I know the 
strategy behind that, but it still marred 
the series and if this 'on the spot fine' 
system had been in use I doubt if it 
would have occurred. 

A t the A.W.A. O cean Racer of the 
Year awards in September John 

Parker Another Concubine came out as 
the big winner refl ecting the top season 
he and his crew had in 1986/ 87. Howev­
er, I can report that the judges had a 
difficult time separating the top conten­
ders in a list which included John Eyles 
Indian Pacific, A. W . A. Sydney-Hobart 
winner Tony D unne Ex- Tens ion, Jim 
Inglis Boundary Rider and Bruce Staples 
Witchcraft II . 

T ony Dunne won the A.W.A. 
Rookie of the Year award and this too 
was a difficult choice for the j udges 
because the list of nominees included Jeff 
Bush Bushfi re and some highly recom­
mended crewmen, Lachlan Gilbert 
Southern Cross, Harry Hertzberg Once 
More Dear Friends, Shane Kearnes Army 
Sailing Club - Balandra and D arren 
Williams Sovereign. However, Tony 
Dunne's first season in ocean racing was 
little short of sensational and he got the 
nod. In this category just to be nomin­
ated was a big wrap . 

Out of the nominations fo r Rookie of 
the Year came the fo llowing gem : 

During one of the training sessions 
sailing on Sydney H arbour he en­
quired " When do I stop winching in 
this headsail ?", to which he was told 
- "Wind it in like a man, I will tell 
yo u when to stop. " He duti fu lly did 
as he was told and, winding fu rious­
ly, popped the headsail sheet block 
straight out of the deck. A sheepish 
voice behind him cried out " You can 
stop now." D 
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THE FASTEST SHAPES 
LOOK LIKE THIS ••• 

"New South Wales", Michael Coxon, 
Grant Simmer, Peter Antill, Sail Designers -
Rob Hook, Bruce Clay. 
North Sails (Australia) Pty Ltd 
Telephone (02) 997 5966 
Fax (02) 997 4805 
12 Polo Ave Mona Vale 2103. 

"Victoria", Ross Lloyd, Noel Drennan, 
Steve McCallum, Steve White. 
North Sails (Australia) Pty Ltd 
Telephone (03) 534 0363 
Fax (03) 534 3915 
2 Vale St, St. Kilda 3182. 

North Sails continue to dominate the 
International yachting scene winning 
the major 19871. 0. R. regattas. 
Admiral's Cup First: New Zealand 

• Propaganda 
•Kiwi 
• Goldcorp 

Top Scoring Yacht • Propaganda 
Top 3 Inshore Yachts • Sidewinder 

•Kiwi 
• Swan Premium Ill 

One Ton Cup First • FramX 
Three Quarter Ton 
Cup First •Jelfix 

All these yachts had complete North 
inventories. 

Our exclusive computer design system 
allows the 26 North lofts to work as one, 
sharing the designs of winning sails. 
Our computer driven cutting table then 
enables us to re-produce these designs 
identically. 

If you want winning sails call us. 

NORTH SAILS WIN 
MORE RACES THAN 
ANY OTHER SAILS 

IN THE WORLD. CF' S364 1 



Congratulations From 
Ex-PM 

T H AN K you so much for sending 
m e a copy of your new magazine, 

" Offshore". 
I was most interested to read it and 

you are to be congratulated both on its 
content and its splendid presentation. 

It really was very kind of you to think 
of me. I have splendid memories of 
sailing in Australia. 

Edward Heath M.B.E. , M.P., 
House of Commons, 

London 
(The Rt. Hon . Edward Heath, fo rmer 
Prime Minister of Great Britain, won the 
1969 Sydney-Hobart race with his S&S 34, 
Morning Cloud - Ed.) 

Proud To Be An Australian 

Ihave just returned to the Gold Coast 
from N oumea, w here I have been at 

my own expense for two weeks, work­
ing as a crew member of the Cercle , 
Na utique Ca ledonien (N oumean Yacht 
Club known as C N C) , official boat 
M . V. Kingfisher, skippered by well 
known local, John Nixon, which was on 
station at the Amadee Lighthouse in 
co-operation with the shore based finish 
line party, fo r 6 days. 

In view of my involvement in the race 
I received an invitation to attend the 
Club M ed " Welcome Dinner and 
Show" on Tuesday night 9th June and 
the CN C Trophy Presentation night on 
Wednesday 10th June. 

At both these functions there were 
about 200 to 300 Australian Ya.chtsmen, 

and wives from both CYC and Royal 
Queensland and as I looked around the 
venues several times during the two 
evenings I could not help to feel proud 
of being an Australian, at seeing the 
wonderful way all these other Austra­
lians conducted themselves. 

They were the best behaved and well 
mannered group of people I have ever 
seen in my trips abroad and I would like 
to extend to each and everyone of these 
yachtsmen and wives my congratula­
tions on a job well done. If our Foreign 
Minister could only see for himself from 
our lower levels, how well the French 
and Australians get on with one another 
and copy our attitude the sooner we 
might see more Australian imports in 
this French state. 

Thanks a lot, fellows, as I said you 
made me very proud to be an Austra­
lian, and this was not lost on my many 
Noumean friends. 

Bruce Ross 
Southport Yacht Club Member No. 

533 
(And thanks f or your contribution to the 
ra ce, Bruce - Ed.) 

Praise from Club Marine 
"l'"rRED Wilson our managing director, r is away at present, but I am sure he 
would have sent you a message of 
congratulations on your Volume 1, 
Number 1 of " Offshore". It looks great 
and is full of the right kind of material­
.... newsy with a good splash of colour. 

Brian Ferguson, 
General Manager, 

Club Marine Australia Limited, 
Melbourne 

USYRU Comments on 
Sponsorship 

! enj oyed the June issue of " O ffshore" 
and think you are doing a great job 

with the magazine. 
I do hope that you will seek an 

informed response to John Brooks' 
somewhat misguided column concern­
ing the decisions of the Offshore Racing 
Council. I am sure that Tony Mooney 
could have provided him with some 
valuable insights. 

I, for one, wholeheartedly support the 
ORC's decision to keep event sponsors 
"off the race course". When event spon­
sors start determining who can enter the 
events, the integrity of the event is gone 
forever. For example, the Admiral' s 
C up sponsor originally wished to ex­
clude as boat sponsors, any company 
producing alcohol. This would have 
prevented an Australian team from 
competing if their tea m sponsor had 
been a Swan or Fosters. If the integrity 
of the event is preserved by ensuring 
that the best qualified entrants are per­
mitted to compete, the event will, in 
fact , be more attractive to future spon­
sors. Losing an occasional event sponsor 
would be a small price to pay for 
preserving the quality of the competi­
tion. 

It is not unusual in many other sports 
to occasionally have an individual spon­
sor who competes with the event spon­
sor. For example, Miller 's Beer spon­
sored the hydroplane that won the 
Budweiser Beer Emerald C up Regatta 
this year. A careful study revealed that 
Budweiser, the event sponsor, still cap- t> 

PALM BEACH MARINE SERVICES 

Slipway to 100 Ton x 22'6" Beam X 13' 
Draught 
Covered Shed - Vessels to 50' 
Shipbuilding and Repairs -

Shipwrights - Timber, Glass, Alloy 
Painters - Spray, Brush, Varnish 
Antifouling 
Diesel Fuel 

Moorings - up to 90' Length 
- From $85 Per Month 

Phone 919 4097 
919 4044 

@ 
PAlMARINE 

MARINE HYDRAULICS & ENGINEERING 

Hand Steering Gear 

Power Assisted Steering Gear 

Hauling Winches (Trawlers) 

All Purpose Deck Winches 

Marine Engineers 

Machine Shop Facilities 
Gas, Electric and Aluminium Welding 

Propeller Shafts and Couplings 

Phone 919 4222 
Telex 22655 Fax 919 5989 

Chandlery 
Yachts and Cruisers for Sale and 

Wanted 
Boat Insurance 
Marine Finance 
Dinghies/Tenders 
Wet Weather Gear 
Gas and Ice 
Bait and Tackle 

OPEN7DAYS 
Phone 919 5222 

919 5211 

1017 BARRENJOEY ROAD, PALM BEACH 
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cured 80% of the meaia value of this 
maj or televised event. Clearly the event 
sponsor is always in a better position to 
capitalise on publicity opportunities 
while the individual sponsors are taking 
their chances on having chosen a fas t 
entry to support . 

In the long run, I believe that Austra­
lia was one of the major beneficiaries of 
the fa r-sided decision on the part of the 
ORC, and the ruling ensures that there 
will never be an occasion when an 
Australian team is refu sed entry in a 
world class event because of their indi­
vidual team sponsor. 

Stephen W. Black, 
Executive Director, 

United States Yacht Racing Union, 
N ewport, Rhode Island, USA 

John Brooks comment on 
Steve Black's letter to the 
Editor 

STEVE Black's letter tends to affirm 
the thrust of my June column rather 

than dismiss it . H e confirms the fears 
expressed in the column by making the 
alarming statement (for the C. Y. C. and 
other ocean racing clubs) - "Losing an 
occasional event sponso r would be a 
small price to pay for preserving the 
quality of the competition" . 

It may be a small price to pay fo r 
those who do not need it such as the 
Ocean Racing Council itself and pre­
sumably the United States Yacht Racing 
Union of which Steve is Executive 
Director, but for those saddled with the 
responsibility of actually conducting 
maj or events it is a very high price 
indeed and the loss could really affect the 
'quality of the competition ' . Event 
sponsorship maintains the 'quality of the 
competition ' fo r the entire fleet , not just 
the few who are individually sponsored . 

T he O. R. C. recognised this when it 
absolved the Royal Ocean Racing Club 
of compliance with the new rule in 
staging the Admiral's C up and note that 
the C. Y. C. was refused a similar waiver 
when it applied, although the current 
C. Y. C. Sydney-Hobart sponsorship 
agrec::ment pre-dates the new rule by 
over 18 months. In other wo rds, the rest 
of us have been told that we may have to 
do with less event sponsorship to pave 
the way fo r individual sponsorship. 

Steve Black goes on to suggest that 
the Australian Admiral's Cup team 
might not have been able to compete in 
1987 but for the new O .R.C. rule, an 
exercise in twisted logic since the ruling 
was specifically waived for the Admir­
al's Cup . 

Even if that were not the case, who 

ever said that the O . R. C. existed purely 
to secure support fo r Admiral's Cup 
competition . I was under the impression 
that the O. R. C. existed fo r the benefit 
of ocean racing as a whole and event 
sponsorship provides support fo r every­
one in the sport, individual sponsorship 
does not. In that context, to paraphrase 
Steve Black's own words - losing an 
occasional individual sponsor would be 
a small price to pay fo r preserving the 
quality of the competition . 

Measurement Handicap 
Rules 

IT is obvious fro m the history of 
nearly all measurement rules that they 

have been abj ect fa ilures for offshore 
yachts and generally. Proof of this lies in 
the diffe rent rules that have been im­
posed over the years and the changes 
commonly referred to as " rule develop­
ment" in the I.O .R. rule. None of the 
rules tried have resulted in consistent 
long term fl eet growth . 

T he obvious question is why, and the 
answer is simple. Any rule that inhibits 
the principles of the physics of yacht 
design are doomed to failu re because 
they are not producing the best/ fas test 
available yacht. O bviously there needs 
to be some method of relating perform­
ance to handicap and I would suggest 
the fo llowing. 

1. The Offshore measurement rule be 
broken into 8 classes, the classes will 
have the fo llowing ratings and in each 
class the rating shall be equal to the 
maximum L. O. A. 

9.14m (30') Maximum L.O.A. 
11. 27m (37') Maximum L.O.A. 
12.2 m (40') Maximum L. O.A . 
13.71m (45') M aximum L.O. A. 
15.23m (50') Maximum L. O .A. 
18.28m (60') · M aximum L. O.A. 
21.33m (70') Maximum L. O.A. 
24.38m (80') M aximum L. O .A. 
2. L. O.A. = L.W.L. x 1.1 5 
3. S.P.L. = J X 1.3 
4. Maximum "Working" Sail Area 

12.2m (40') L.O. A. 77.0sq .m . 
(828. 52sq. ft .) (Dispropo rtionate Sail 
Area to apply to each other cl ass). 

5. All yachts to comply with A.B. S. 
Construction Rules . 

6. A grandfather clause to apply to 
existing yachts, e.g . I. O. R. M axi cur­
rently 25.29m (83') L. O .A. would be 
eligible fo r 24.38m (80') class . 

H andicap ping between the eight clas­
ses could then be fi ne tuned to perfo rm­
ance, eventually it could be expected 
that all classes wo uld have an equal 
chance of handicap honours. 

I would suggest that within a very 
short period of time, almost identical 
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hulls would emerge and nearly all yachts 
would be built to the maximum class 
length. T he advantages of this are 
threefold . 

a) T he "cqmpetitive" life of a hull 
could conceivably be 10-1 2 times the 
existing "competitive" life. 
b) Manufac turers of production yachts 
would be in a better position to standar­
dize design and size leading to a greater 
availability of competitive yachts. 
c) Predictably racing yachts would settle 
into almost identical sizes enabling a 
resultant standardization of deck gear 
and fittings . 

Of course there would be a lot of 
experimentation in sail plans, however 
given the competitive life of current 
Rigs and Sails this should be an accept­
able cost of development . 

Joseph Abraham Jnr 
NEWCASTLE NSW 

1.0.R. Uplift in South 
Australia 

Iread with great interest the first edi­
tion of the new " Offshore". With 

equally great interest I read the article by 
Geoff Kingston on IOR racing in South 
Australia. 

I agree completely with the descrip­
tion of the current IOR situation. 
However, I find it heartening to see an 
ever-increasing number of boat owners 
adopting a more " relaxed" spending 
style when it comes to choosing and 
building a new racing boat. This attitude 
is, I feel , a self-perpetuating thing, once 
one does it , it prompts others to do the 
same, to remain competitive . 

Personall y, I have seen this attitude at 
its very beginnings. I am part of a crew 
currently putting the finishing touches 
to what will become the most recent 
addition to the IOR fl eet in Adelaide. 
T he boat is a T hree-quarter Ton David­
son, owned by John Howden. She is 
built of a composite of timber and 
exotics, and is a state-of-the-art Three­
Quarter Tonner. Her design was taken 
and refin ed to the best features of 
Indulgence (winner of the 1986 T hree­
Q uarter Ton worlds) and is an evolution 
of Singapore Girl and Chutzpah from the 
Eastern States. 

We will be launching the boat, to be 
called Invader, in late Augl!st/early 
September. I feel it would be a good 
follow-up article on the emerging IO R 
fl eet in South Australia. Keep up the 
good work - at least a publication that 
gives IO R sailors the latest info rmation. 

Tom Anderson, 
Belair, SOUTH AUSTRALIA D 





Bob Gear Elected A YF 
President 

B OB Gear, the manager of the recent 
Australian Admiral 's Cup team in 

England, has been elected President of 
the Australian Yachting Federation, tak­
ing the place of another Tasmanian, 
Frank !kin. 

Gear, who was A YF Vice-President 
from Tasmania, and chairman of the 
A YF Offshore Committee, won the 
position in a ballot from Percy Sparrow, 
President of the Victorian Ya ch ting 
Council and A YF executive member 
from Victoria. There was also a ballot 
for the position of Vice-President, with 
Colin Crisp, chairman of the Training 
Policy Committee (from NSW) defeat­
ing Barry Scott, chairman of the 
Coaching Committee (from Victoria). 

David Don, former Hon. Treasurer 
of the CYCA, and current President of 
the Yachting Association of NSW, was 
elected unopposed as Hon. Treasurer of 
the AYF. 

Bob Gear has been sailing offshore 
since 1960 in Tasmania and has been a 
regular competitor in Sydney-Hobart 
and Melbourne-Hobart races. He pre­
sently races a Farr 37 in Hobart. He 
recently retired after a long term as 
President of the Tasmanian Yachting 
Association. 

He has had a long association with the 
Admiral's Cup selection trials being 
chairman of the selection panel in 1983 
and an A YF observer in 1985. This year 
he conducted the trials for the Ocean 
Racing Club of Australia at Sandring­
ham Yacht Club. 

Sir James To Sail in Round 
Australia Race 

SIR James Hardy will join his old 
sailing mate Fred Neill in sailing part 

of the Australian Yachting Federation's 
Round Australia Race in 1988 aboard a 
50-60 footer which Neill is putting 
together for the historic circumnaviga­
tion . 

Neill and Hardy have sailed together 
for many years, particularly aboard Sir 
James' former ocean racer Police Car, as 
well as in the Clipper Cup and Admir­
al's Cup. 

Neill is among more than 40 yachts­
men in all states who have indicated 
their intention to compete in the 
Bicentennial race and is looking for 
sponsorship to either buy or build a 
suitable 50 to 60 footer for the 7500 
nautical mile race. Neill has sailed in 
nine Sydney-Hobarts, two Clipper 
Cups and three Admiral's Cups and is 
putting together a strong crew, includ­
ing several 12-metre crew. 

Fred was the original skipper of the 
South Australian 12-metre in the last 
America's Cup Defence, but later joined 
Syd Fischer as skipper and team mana­
ger of the Sydney 12-metre, Steak 'n 
Kidney. 

SPL Sponsoring CYCA 
Twilights 

O CTOBER 7, 1987 marked the start 
of the Cruising Yacht Club of 

Australia's Twilight Series on Sydney 
Harbour. The races will run weekly 
until December 9 and after a Christmas 
break, rocommence on January 13 and 
run through until March 16. 

Some 70 yachts compete each week 
and each race takes between one and two 
hours. Yachts are divided into two 
divisions, with starting time at 5 p.m. 
early in the season, then changing to 6 
p.m. as the days lengthen. 

This year's Twilight Series is being 
sponsored by SPL (Australia) Pty. Li­
mited. SPL are the suppliers of Software 
AG's ADABAS Database Management 
System and NATURAL Fourth Gen­
eration Language, COMSHARE 
U.K. 's SYSTEM W and COMMAN­
DER E.I.S. and the OMICRON range 
of Financial and Business Software. SPL 
also _provide a full range of consulting 
services. 

With offices situated in Sydney, Mel­
bourne, Canberra, Perth, Brisbane, Au­
ckland, Wellington, Singapore and 
Hong Kong SPL is able to offer exten­
sive technical support, project manage­
ment and consulting for all products 
they distribute. 

This is the first time SPL have partici­
pated in the sponsorship of a major 
sporting event. Mr. Vic Opperman, 
managing director of SPL said: "The 
Twilight Series is always strongly con­
tested but in addition, gives the every-
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NEWCASTLE'S 
Bicentenary Celebrations 
in 1988 will include an 
ocean race from Sydney to 
the Port of Newcastle and a 
return race over the 
weekend of January 29-31. 
The event is being 
sponsored by the Maritime 
Services Board and will be 
organised by the Cruising 
Yacht Club of Australia to 
link up with a major 
aquatic festival in the Port. 

day skipper a chance to demonstrate 
their skills and the skills of their crews. 
SPL is delighted to be sponsoring the 
races." 

Flag Officers Buy 
Szechwan 

T HE well-performed Davidson 39, 
Sz echwan, has been bought by a 

syndicate of prominent CYCA mem­
bers, including Commodore Arthur 
Cooley and Rear Commodore David 
Hundt, from MHYC member Warren 
Jones and plan to campaign her in this 
year's major summer races. 

Szechwan, one of the best One Tan­
ners designed by Laurie Davidson, rep­
resented Australia in the Clipper Cup in 
Hawaii and in 1981 was a member of the 
winning New South Wales team in the 
Southern Cross Cup. The same year she 
won her division in the Hobart race, 
then being owned by Jeremy Whitty. 

Since being bought by and extensive­
ly refurbished by Warren Johns the 
timber sloop has regained her competi­
tiveness but has been sold by Johns with 
the launching of his new Davidson 40. 
Built by John McConaghy using the 
latest exotic materials and construction 
techniques, the new boat will be cam­
paigned in the Australian Southern 
Cross Cup selection trials at the end of 
November. 

The new boat is a sistership to Mad 
Max , which sailed as Gold Corp in the 
winning New Zealand team in the 
recent Admiral's Cup. Sailing master 
will be Bob Fraser. 

Sail for Cancer - March 
1988 

T HE annual Sail for Cancer will be 
held on Sunday, March 6, 1988. 

Yachts and motor cruisers, small and 
large, are invited to join the Sail for 



Cancer. The Sail supports leukaemia 
and cancer research and treatment prog­
rammes. Last year $50,000 was raised 
with the help of Sydney's yachties! 

The money is raised by inviting 
guests to join you for the day; they 
donate $16 to the fo undation. Boatow­
ners may invite their own guests, or 
allow the Foundation to organise a party 
of our supporters. 

Each guest brings a picnic lunch, and 
all enjoy a rare opportunity to enjoy 
Sydney Harbour from a private boat. 

T he Sail for Cancer "fleet" rendez­
vous is off Rushcutters Bay at 11. 00 
am., and cruises to the Opera House, 
then to Bradleys Head, Manly East and 
West, and to our picnic area, rafting off 
Quarantine, Stores and Little Manly 
Beaches . 

Please join us for a great day, and to 
give your support to a very worthy 
cause. Jane or Pamela will be able to 
answer any questions you may have, 
please ring 371 0400. 

Liaison Officers Needed 
for Sydney-Hobart 

T HE AW A Sydney-Hobart Yacht 
Race is on again soon, and the 

C ruising Yacht Club Hosting Commit-

BUYING? 

tee are looking for volunteer Liaison 
Officers to look after our overseas and 
interstate yachties. 

The Hosting Committee run by Bus­
ter Rickard, have been looking after our 
visitors for quite some years now, and 
it 's very popular with " locals" and 
"visitors" alike . 

If you have any interest in sailing and 
would like to get involved, this is the 
perfect place to start. You will meet lots 
of people from all walks oflife, and have 
plenty of fun round the Christmas 
period . We organise entertainment at 
the Club throughout the month of 
December - it's just one big party!! 

Our recruitment night is November 
16, 6.00pm, at the Cruising Yacht Club 
where refreshments and savouries will 
be served . We require both males and 
females - so come along and see what 
it's all about - obligation free! Di 
Pearson & Maryrose Heffernan will be 
available on the night to answer any 
queries you may have - they have both 
been extensively involved with the com­
mittee for quite some years now. 

Any enquiries prior to recruitment 
night can be directed to the Club on 
32-9731 during business hours, or by 
phoning Di Pearson after hours on 
337-4443. 

Phillip's Choice Race from 
Botany Bay 

A N annual race for a restricted fleet 
of11 ocean racing yachts is planned 

for Australia Day, January 26, 1988, 
from Botany Bay to Sydney Harbour . 

The inaugural event will be "stage­
managed" so that the 11 yachts enter the 
H arbour just ahead of the First Fleet 
re-enactment - but in future years it 
will be a proper race. 

The limit to 11 yachts will com­
memorate the fact that Captain Phillip's 
First Fleet comprised 11 ships and will 
also mark his decision to move the 
settlement from the shores of Botany 
Bay to Port Jackson. 

The Phillip 's C hoice offshore race is 
being organised by the Botany Bay 
Yacht Club. More information from 
Rob Hilcher (02) 281 1460. 

ORCV's address in 
Melbourne 

T HE Ocean Racing Club of Victoria 
has a new address: 

105 Nott Street, Port Melbourne, 3207. 
Tel: (03) 646 4677. Fax: (03) 646 4798. 

'Jolly DogsAre We' 
OR SELLING THE HISTORY OF Y/\CHTIN(; IN VICTORIA 

' 
IB:l!l - lB'M 

Contact 

BARRENJOEY 
YACHT BROKERS 
PTYLTD 

1 BRADLY AVENUE 
KIRRIBILLI, 2061 

Phone (02) 957 4000 

"lolly Dog-, Arl' ~\'l' . j-, .t l,11 gt· (21 , :?_l), J cml 

h,ll'd tO\Trnl hook o! JJ8 p,1gt'" plu-, 0 colPur 
pl.1tt·-, ,rnd many m,1p-, ,rnd di.igr,lli)" \\'hich 
\\'ith thl'ir c.1ption-, .1dd colour to thl' lt·,t. ···••&& ••••• .• ... 
•••••a••••• •••a 

To: Landscape Publica tions 
17 Carl y le Crescent 
Mont Albert . 3127 
A ustral ia. 

$25 
Post Free 

(value $40) 

I enclose my cheque/ postal note for$ . ..... . . 

Please forward . .. copies o f 'Joll Y Dogs Are We' to: 

Name 

Address 

FURTHER INFO RMATION, (03) 890 5764 
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Electronic Navigation 

Sat-Nav, Loran, Omega 

T HIS is the second article of a 
series which examines the explo­
sive increase in the use of electro­

nic navigation aids in yachting since the 
rule banning their use in yacht racing 
was rescinded in November 1983. 

Sat-Nav 
In October 1976 the Australian maxi 

Ballyhoo was berthed at the St. Francis 
Yacht Club in San Francisco Bay and 
her owner, J ack Rooklyn, was feeling 

exceedingly pleased with himself, Bally­
hoo had just won the St Francis big boat 
series against the likes of Kialoa and 
Windward Passage. 

This capped / six month swing 
around the Pacific in which Ballyhoo had 
won every major race or series in which 
she entered, including line honours and 
overall in the South China Sea race, line 
honours in the Round Hawaii race and 
the California Cup match racing series 
against Kialoa off Los Angeles. 

In the warm glow induced by this 
powerful performance, Jack approved 

Part II 

the purchase of a Magnavox commercial 
satellite navigation unit . In this way 
Ballyhoo became the first Australian 
yacht and, I believe, the first racing 
yacht anywhere, to fit a Sat-Nav unit. 
Considering that the installation cost 
over US$27,000 there was hardly a rush 
of yacht owners anxious to fo llow suit, 
although Sat-Nav had been in use with 
commercial and naval vessels fo r some 
years. 

Ballyhoo's Sat-Nav caused lively in­
terest when she arrived back in Austra­
lia, the concept of being able to electro-

SHIP CHANDLERS 
y 
TCHATSU 

OUTBOARDS 

SEA-AL BOATS VOLVO 
PENTA 
SPARES 

A HUGE RANGE OF STOCK INCLUDING: 
Fuel Tanks & Fittings, Oars, Batteries, Electrical Fittings, 
Radios, Sounders, Bilge Pumps, Anchor Ropes, Chains, 

Fishing Tackle, Fenders, Lifejackets, Antifouling Lines 

FENQUIN BAYVIEW CHANDLERS 
1714 Pittwater Road, BAYVIEW NSW 2104 

Telephone (02) 997-7797 
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nically pin point a yacht 's position to 

within a few hundred metres with push 
button ease being quite a novelty 
amongst yachtsmen. It particularly ex­
cited the imaginations of some skippers 
who saw at las t the possibility of being 
able to get rid of those lay about, 
know-all navigators . 

Fortunately, there were then 27,001 
reasons why this was not about to 
happen overnight, the latter reason 
being that the Sat-Nav could not, at that 
time, be used during races. T he M agna­
vox paid its way on Ballyhoo because the 
yacht spent most of its li fe making 
passage from one maj or international 
race to another, but few other yacht 
owners could justify the expense. 

T he repeal of the rule against electro­
nic navigation aids changed all of that 
and allowed yachtsmen to bring them­
selves up to date with some fo rty years 
of progress in navigation . In a very short 

time, Sat-N av units tailored fo r pleasure 
craft hit the market at a frac tion of the 
original cost. 

N aturally, the "Captain Cook" 
school of yachts men sneered at the 
T ransit satellite navigation system de­
spite the low cost and many still do, 
augmenting their blood pressure trying 
to make safe landfa ll after several days of 
passage making under solid overcast, 
using D .R. only. 

H owever, most Austra lian yachtsmen 
embraced the new fangled gadget with 
gusto because Sat-N av was then and still 
is the only reliable electronic fix ing aid 
available in these waters. The Americans 
and Europeans luxuriate in LO RAN and 
DECCA and a host of convenient radio 
beacons and V.H.F. Omni ranges, but 
in the South Pacific all we have, fo r the 
most part , is the Transit system. 

T he 'old ' T ransit system is now quite 
fa miliar to most yachtsmen so the next 

few paragraphs are dedicated to the 
newcomer. Transit Sat-Nav fi xes a 
yacht 's position by measuring the clop­
pier shift in radio frequency broadcast 
by the satellite as it passes, giving a 
series of ranges fro m the satellite. T he 
position of the satellite is known in 
terms of orbital parameters and the 
ground position or sub track of the 
satellite is calculated by the computer 
built in to the ship 's receiver, which then 
calculates the ship 's position and dis­
plays it as latitude and longitude co­
ordinates. 

T here are presently 9 Transit satellites 
in polar orbit forming a 'cage' inside 
w hich the earth ro tates. It is obvious 
that if you are near to either pole, transit 
satellites will be above the horizon more 
frequently than if you are near the 
equator. In other words, at low latitudes 
the time between convenient satellite 
passes is greater. I> 
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Electronic Navigation 

Nor do the satellites form a symmet­
rical cage. They tend to precess and 
either bunch up or separate erratically 
throughout the year, so the time betwen 
passes is irregular. When the satell ites 
are bunched up a 'window' forms which 
may cause a few hours wai t from one 
series of useable passes to the next. 

For the signal to be useable a transi t 
satelli te must be at least 10 degrees 
above the horizon. Less than that and 
the ionosphere distorts the radio signal 
as it passes through at a shallow angle. 
Neither is the signal of any use when the 
satellite passes high overhead, for 
reasons to do with the limitations of the 
transmitting and receiving antennae. 

All of the forego ing means that good 
fixes may be close together, then a gap 
of a couple of hours may occur, but on 
the whole in medium latitudes you 
should get one good fix every hour at 
leas t and the computer can forecas t the 
times of passing and elevation of the 
satell ites. In between fixes , it's back to 
old fashoined D.R. and most Sat-Nav 
units have the facility to do that for you. 

Transit Sat-Nav is very accurate. 
Some early research using a fixed , land 
based receiver gave an avera~e radial 
error in the order of 30 metres. Howev­
er, a yacht with a well sited aerial and its 
computer interfaced with accura te boat 

speed and direction sensors can expect 
position fixing accuracy of 100-500 
metres at best and 1-2 nautical miles at 
wors t. 

Accuracy can be degraded by poor 
siting of the ships antennae, it should be 
outside all spars and rigging and well 
clear of other aerials. Fix accuracy is also 
very dependant on precise boat speed 
and heading data, and for best results a 
steady heading should be maintained 
during the fixing process , which may 
take up to 15 minutes. 

The Sat-Nav computer can cancel out 
error induced by the boat's movement 
and this da ta c.an be entered manually or 
automatically through a standa rd inter­
face. I feel that a Sat-Nav that is not 
directly interfaced with boat speed and 
heading is firs t not worth having . T he 
average error induced by inaccura te 
speed and heading data (or none) is 0.2 
n. m, for every 1 knot error in ships 
velocity. 

Another weakness in the Sat-Nav 
receivers built for pleasure craft is that 
they are usually single channel receivers. 
T he Transit satellite emits signals simul­
taneously on 150 mH z and 400 mHz so 
that the atmospheric refraction of the 
signal can be measured and corrected 
for . T he cheaper receivers only make 
use of 400 mHz and ignore the refraction 
correction . 

SYMBOL OF 
EXCELLENCE. 

The world's most prized satnav is the Magnavox 4102. 
It has won acclaim for its rugged reliability and ease of use 
wherever blue water sailors cruise. It's truly world class 
satnav. Now with more useful features than ever before. 
For information and brochure contact: 

Coursemaster Autopilots Pty Ltd, 
7 Smith St., Chatswood, NSW 2067. 
Phone (02) 417 7097. 
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Current Status 
T he Transit system was supposed to 

be in the process of phasing out and 
originally scheduled for shut down by 
1994 to be replaced by the Global 
Positioning System (see O ffshore Aug 
'87). However, the 1986 Space Shuttle 
disaster stopped G. P. S. deployment 
cold . 

T he G. P.S. N avstar satellites were 
supposedly designed fo r launch exclu­
sively by space shuttle so until that 
programme recommences, and the sche­
dule keeps receding, G. P.S. deployment 
would seem to be on indefini te hold . 

Recently, however, the U. S.A.F. 
announced that some G.P.S. satellites 
will be launched by alternative means, 
primarily Delta II rockets, commencing 
in 1989. This would expand the current 
coverage window of approximately 6 
hours a day but the full system is still a 
long way off. 

Consequently, T ransi t is a system 
which will be in use well into the next 
decade and the U S Navy has something 
like 6 spare satellites (if they have not 
launched any recently) and ample Scout 
launch vehicles to keep the system fully 
operational. 

If you already own a Sat-Nav receiver 
the system is probably good fo r another 
10 years at least and if you are holding 
off in expectation of the more accurate 
and continuous fi xing G.P.S. system, 
you could be waiting for a long time. 

M eanwhile, in terms of cost, G.P.S. 
receivers are still back in days when 
Ballyhoo first brought yacht navigation 
into the electronic age (i .e. around 
$25,000), which is a lot to pay fo r a unit 
which can only provide about 6 hours 
coverage a day. At the moment its main 
use is by surveyors, engineers and 
geologists. 

Loran 
Some years ago I was amused by the 

story of a keen Australian yacht owner 
who picked up a LO RAN receiver 
overseas, 'cheap'. He was both baffled 
and angry when he could not get it to 
work in Sydney. 

T he LORAN net, like Decca is very 
much owner orientated, by which I 
mean that the transmitters are sited to 
provide coverage where those who pro­
vide them , primarily the Americans, 
want it. T his LO RAN coverage is con­
fi ned to U .S . waters, the Atlantic and 
parts of the Mediterranean. 

N evertheless, LO RAN is one of the 
most widely used navigation aids in the 
world . U nlike Sat-Nav it provides con­
tinu ous coverage, w hich makes it prac­
tical for close-in si tuations such as 
favourite fishing spots, offshore marks 
and channels. It can also be effectively 



Part II 

used by aircraft, again unlike Sat-Nav, 
and is extensively used by all branches of 
the U.S. military and Coast Guard. 

Consequently, LORAN receivers for 
yachts are even cheaper than Sat-Nav 
units and provide continuous fixing to 
accuracy in the order of 100 metres, 
which is about the same as two dimen­
sional G.P.S. in its degraded mode for 
civilian use, all of which would be great 
if it was available in the South Pacific. 

Oddly enough, and belatedly, there is 
a move afoot to build a LORAN C net 
in Australia . Full coverage would re­
quire 15 stations at a cost of around $140 
million , which seems doomed to fai lure 
in the current economic climate. A more 
limited system of 5 transmitters costing 
approximately S40 million would ser­
vice the south-east and east coasts but I 
doubt that the sand-gropers would be 
very impressed by that as part of it 
would be coming out of their taxes . 

If an Australian LORAN net was to 
become reality, and despite the excellent 
technical and safety reasons in favour of 
it , I sincerely doubt that it will , then you 
would see LORAN aerials sprout on 
ocean racers faster than Cascade beer 
cans at Constitution Dock. But don't 
hold your breath ; if the Department of 
Transport will not upgrade Air Traffic 
Control hardware that belongs in the 
steam age, even with a user pays policy 
in effect, what chance has LORAN C 
system got of gaining a toehold. Buck­
leys, but we can dream, can't we? 

Omega 
OMEGA is the one modern naviga­

tion system, apart from high-tech exo ti­
ca such as inertial navigation platforms, 
that did not get the "toy version for 
yachties" treatment by manufacturers 
after November 1983. There are some 

good reasons fo r this, including the fact 
it can't quite compare with Sat-Nav or 
LORAN for fix accuracy, but it is rather 
a pity that overseas market forces have 
prevented development of a cheap, 
compact OMEGA unit . 

As a result, OMEGA sets continue to 
be expensive, bulky and power hungry 
which makes them unattractive to yach­
tsmen despite the fact that, apart from 
Sat-Nav, OMEGA is the only long 
range navigation aid avai lable in Austra­
lian waters. 

Integrated with Sat-Nav through a 
computer, OMEGA can be very effec­
tive, the two systems updating each 
other and , like LORAN, OMEGA pro­
vides continuous radio signal. This inte­
grated system is used in commercial 
ships and on some big cruising yachts 
and round-the-world racers, but the 
package is very expensive and not the 

sort of thing you would put on the 
average yacht. 

OMEGA is supposed to give fixes to 
1-2 n . m. accuracy. I have never used it 
myself but I have been told by profes­
sional mariners that OMEGA accuracy 
in Australian waters is nowhere near 
that dependable, although the differen­
tial version used in aircraft is quite 
popular with the jet jockeys . 

All of which makes you wonder why 
all the hoo-hah over OMEGA's intro­
duction to Australia. In the first place it 
was alleged to be a certain nuclear target 
for the Russians because the American 
submarines use OMEGA for missile 
targeting, but it is nowhere near accu­
rate enough for that purpose. In fact, as 
a modern electronic aid , OMEGA has 
not lived up to its publicity but, in the 
absence of LORAN and GPS, it remains 
the only alternate to Sat-Nav in the 
South Pacific. D 

YACHTMASTS OF AUSTRALIA 

• SPARS 
Masts-Booms-Poles. 

• RIGGING 
Riggarna-Custom Titanium Fittings. 

• TITANIUM FITTINGS 
Pushpits-Pullpits-Tillers. 

• CUSTOM FITTINGS 
Latest Design Boom Vangs. 
You name it, we do it. 

YACHTMASTS OF AUSTRALIA 
175 Bellevue Pde, Carlton 2218. Ph: (02) 546 6455 Fax: (02) 546 4502 
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Trailer Yachts 
by ]ejf Toghil/ 
Jeff Toghill's Trailer Yachts is a very 
detailed book on this growing area in 
sailing. The development in the past 
decade of this type of sailing boat has 
enabled families to join in the fun of 
trailing the yacht across the country -
to cruise and to race at distant venues. 

The design has become wholesome, 
comfortable, even luxurious in some 
cases. ·This book sets out to fill in the 
beginner, describing how to avoid the 
inherent problems. It also reveals how 
to obtain maximum pleasure and better 
performance for the already convinced 
trailer sailor. 

Trailer Yachts - Hodder & Stought­
on - $9.95. 

Australian Coastline 
by Jeff Toghi/1 East Coast 

West Coast 
South Coast 

Each book in this series of three, so far, 
deals with one of the areas shown above. 
Already, Alan Lucas' books on the 
coastline are well known and provide an 
excellent reference guide. Now, Jeff 
Toghill has authored this new set, along 
similar lines. Probably a little more up 
to date, the Toghill books are quite 
detailed on each port and harbour. Good 
reference guides support each area with 
details of distance, rail services, car 
service depots, tourist spots, parks and 
accommodation. As this set of three 
have been published in 1985 (East coast) 
1986 (West coast) and 1987 (South coast) 
the reference material is up to date. The 
author's detail is excellen·t as to port 
information but for the sailor offshore 
the books do not have the fine detail of 
depths, buoy positions etc that may be 
required. 

Australian Coastline - The new Au­
stralian Library - $9. 95. 

Jolly Dogs Are We 
The History of Yachting in Victoria-
1838-1894 
Here is a fascinatingjo urney through the 
19th Century of Victoria's history in 
sailing and yachting . Taking the author 
Ralph P. Neale over 14 years of research 
work, this handsome book captures the 
people and events of a by-gone era. The 
book is timely as it will fill a part of 
Victoria's maritime history as our bi­
centennial comes to pass - yet the book 
is one which is rich in detail and contains 
a host of drawings and photographs. 
Although this book was published in 
1984 and therefore is not 'new', its 
inclusion in our book review section 
appears here because it is a valuable 

historical work. It-specifically deals with 
the development of yachting as a social 
pastime. The book pieces together in a 
chronological order the accounts of re­
gattas, formation of clubs, the famous 
and not so famous yachts which 
appeared along the way and important­
ly, the men who built them, owned 
them and sailed them. 

If readers wish to purchase, send 
$25.00 to:-

Landscape Publications, 
17 Cailyle Crescent, 
Mount Albert Vic 3127 
(includes postage) 

Marine Radio Manual 
by Penta Marine Radio Communications 
Have you ever needed to know which 
coast station is responsible for a particu­
lar weather forecast, how to contact 
them, when and on which frequency it 
is broadcast? 

Do you ever have problems with 
radphone calls? Do you get confused 
about frequencies and channel numbers, 
or about which frequency to use? 

Are you interested in improving your 
radio performance, or perhaps why 
some frequencies provide better com­
munications at certain times of the day? 

Would you know what to do if you 
suddenly found your vessel in a distress 
situation, or how to answer a distress 
call from someone else? 

The answers to these and hundreds or 
other everyday queries concerning 
marine radio communications may be 
found in The Penta Marine Radio Com­
munications Manual. Just published by 
Penta Marine Radio Communications, 
better known to marine radio users by 
their station identification of Penta 
Comstat, the manual covers most 
aspects of communications relating to 
small craft around Australia and the 
South Pacific. 

Since 1976 when the station was first 
established, Penta Comstat has grown 
from a local service on 27 MHz to a 
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unique service on a wide range of 
marine frequencies. In recent years they 
have gained both national and interna­
tional recognition for the provision of 
services for long distance ocean yacht 
races and those vessels cruising Austra­
lian and the South Pacific;. The Penta 
Marine Radio Communications Manual 
is an attempt to pass on the benefits .of 
their experience. 

The manual contains about 160 pages 
175 x 250 mm (the same as Australian 
Notices to Mariners) in twelve separate 
chapters in a special plastic covered loose 
leaf binder designed to fit into most 
bookshelves . Chapter titles include Ser­
vices, Equipment, Licensing and Reg­
ulations, Frequencies, Operation, Sea 
Safety Reporting, Search and Rescue, 
Weather Forecasts and Warnings, Navi­
gational Warnings, Propagation, Radio 
Navigation Aids and Weapons Practice 
Areas . Each chapter is separated by 
plastic covered, titled tabbed dividers. A 
separate ~ontents page for each chapter 
makes it very easy to go directly to the 
particular chapter and then to a particu­
lar subject. 

Some of the information has been 
reproduced with permission from the 
Marine Information Manual, the 
Notices to Mariners and other publica­
tions often not readily available to small 
craft. However, much of the material is 
the result of a good many years practical 
experience by the publishers. 

The chapter on propagation was spe­
cially prepared by the IPS Radio and 
Space Services (formerly with Ionos­
pheric Prediction Service). It covers all 
forms of propagation on all the marine 
bands, with particular emphasis on the 
problems of HF communication, and 
should be of interest and a big help to 
most operators. IPS have also prepared 
three monthly HF frequency prediction 
charts, giving recommended and upper 
and lower usable frequency bands for 
communications with Sydney from va­
rious points aroµnd Australia and the 
Pacific Ocean. 

At S32.00 including postage, the 
manual should be of interest to anyone 
with a marine radio, particularly for 
vessels fitted with HF equipment . The 
price includes an up-date service until 
1st January 1988, after which this service 
will be available at a nominal charge. 
Each manual is numbered and has provi­
sion for registration by the owner for 
the up-date service which will cover any 
changes in information, and include new 
issues of the HF frequency prediction 
charts. 

Available from Penta Marine Radio 
Communications, P.O. Box 530 Gos­
ford NSW 2250. Phone (043) 67-7668. 
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' D ID you cheat?' is the ques­
tion which is asked of every 
skipper and crew member of 

each of the com peting boats in the 
Champagne M umm Admiral's C up in a 
letter they will have received from the 
Royal Ocean Racing C lub. Its second 
question is, 'Do you know of anyone 
who did cheat?' 

T he British club is holding a full 
enquiry into allegations of cheating dur­
ing the most prestigious ocean racing 
series in the world fo llowing the revela­
tion by an Australian crewman aboard 
the Austrian team yacht, 1-P/unkt, that 
IYRR 22.2 was regularly broken. That, 
should you be unaware, is the rule 
which concerns the shipping, unship­
ping or shifting ballas t and water. It 
reads, 'From 2100 on the day before a 
race until she is no longer racing, a yacht 
shall not ship , unship or shift ballas t, 
whether movable or fixed, or take in or 
discharge water, except for ordinary 
ship 's use and the removal ~J bilge 
water '. 

N ow that it has been revealed that 
aboard I-Plunkt there were ten 20 litre 
plastic containers were filled with water 
and stowed on an upper windward bunk 
when going to windward or close 
reaching, then drained fo r downwind 
sailing, the witch hunt is on for young 
and old. Fingers are pointed in all 
directions and legal action is threatened 
by some at whom those fingers have 
pointed. 

T he practice is as bad as that of a few 
years ago when water was introduced 
into the bilges of boats being measured. 
O wners received stiff sentences, ban­
ning them fr om racing for long periods, 
and the same should happen fo r anyone 
who is proved to have cheated under 
22.2. 

T he rule is one w hich has to be 
observe.cl with honour, as do manv 
others in yachting and while deliberate 
cheating is maybe commonplace in 
some of the Mediterranean countries (as 
was proved at the 1986 O ne Ton Cup 
and suspected strongly at the Sardinia 
C up the same year), every effort must 
be made to stamp out the practice . 

C heating can only be carried out 
successfull y with the connivance of 
everyone on board and I cannot believe 
that there are that many cheats around 
(except in those countries where it exists 
as a national pas time and they get great 
pleasure out of cheating on everyone 
from their business associates to their 
wives). T hat being so the RORC's 
questionnaire should bring in the evi­
dence that the C lub needs. 

A week before the enquiry was due to 
begin Alan Green, the RORC Secretary, 
said that he had had 'several interesting 
replies' and that the response was good. 
One suspects that there may be some 
surprises when the RORC publishes its 
findings . 

By Bob Fisher 

Matters more pleasant 
To matters of a more pleasant nature ... 
there is in the Southern Hemis phere a 
race in which I would like to participate. 
It is of 1600 miles and all of them are 
downwind. Organised by the Mauritius 
yachting authorities it goes from Grand 
Baie at the north-west corner of the 
island , across the Indian Ocean, to 
Durban. It is a biennial event and the 
1987 race has just taken place. 

Sydneysider Keith Bellamy, who 
now runs a spar business in Capetown, 
said on arrival in Durban, ' It was the 
best ocean race I have ever sailed '. 

Of course, he chose a ULDB fo r his 
ride, a Bill Lee designed Santa C ruz 50, 
as anyone of moderate sensibilities 
would. My preferences are well known 
for this type of boat, as Biggies reco rded 
in the las t issue (and to keep him in the 
picture, we carried on winning with 
Barracuda, even when Noel Robbins 
came on board to steer , to such an extent 
that we won the RORC Points Cham­
pionship for the C hannel H andica p 
class). 

Kei th 's are now similarly motivated. 
He plans to be aboard a 70ft U LDB fo r 
the next race - me too - and I would 
have thought that it was an ideal race for 
any Australian who wanted to get out of 
the ru t. September 1989 sees the start of 
the next one and before it there will be 
three or fo ur short races much in the 
style of Antigua Race Week. Take it 
from me, M auritius has all the right 
ingredients - sun , rum and coconuts! 

Sponsorship in USA 
T hat las t bas tion of anti-sponsorship , 
the United States of America, has tum­
bled. N ot onl y has the SORC gone 
ce,mmercial, w ith sponsorship fro m 
Audi cars, bu t there is to be a fu ll-on 
professional circuit for fo ur identical 
glassfibre 12-metres . ProSail , as it is 
known, is up and running with five (one 
is the operational spare) boats under 
construction in Rhode Island and a 
programme of regattas fo r next year in 
Newport, C hicago, San Francisco and 
Honolulu. 
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You will notice that there is no 
mention of the windless San Diego 
because this venture is aimed at specta­
tor interest and the regatta at N ewport is 
there to provide some heritage and will 
be held before the summer when the 
winds disappear. T elevision is the name 
of the game and ProSail is guaranteed 
full coast-to-coast coverage on the cable 
sports network ESPN, the one for 
which Gary Jobson called the America's 
C up races from Fremantle. Race Cams 
and the like will be there to record the 
action and Jock West, the ProSail M an­
aging Director is determined that the 
regattas will be a tes t of men rather than 
the boats. 'They will be within 25lbs of 
each other', he told me, adding, 'we are 
determined that each boat shall be exact­
ly the same as the next ' . 

ProSail 's boa ts are designed, not un­
surprisingly, by Laurie D avidson, a man 
with a wealth of glass fibre 12-metre 
experience that few others can match. 
The project manager is ex-patriate Porn, 
Roger Marshall , a m· .. who spent many 
hours in the Madison A venue offi ces of 
Sparkman & Stephens. T he firs t two 
owners are Dave Vietor, who has been 
around the T welves since the early 
seventies, and Russell Long, who cam­
paigned Clipper fo r 1980. Both of them 
will skipper their own boats but are in 
the process of hi ring the help - the best 
that money can persuade - to build a 
racing team. 

The third boat has been bought by a 
Connecticut computer whizz who plans 
to hire all the crew and afterguard and 
manage the team from the sidebenches 
while the fo urth boat, it is understood, 
is under negotiation to a major U S 
corporation. 

T he teams will be full y sponsored 
with a maj or taking the boat name and 
minors grabbing other available 'bill­
board' space on the boa t. T he size of the 
advertising will be limited , particularly 
on the fo re and aft sails, sponso rs' 
spinnakers are quite di ffe rent however. 
Just to keep the whole thing sweet there 
will be a U S$1 million prize fun d in the 
first year. Just imagine what it will be 
like when this circus moves fro m one 
town to another! 
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by Peter Campbell 

T HE days when a yacht owner 
could call his ocean racing slooJJ 
Drake's Prayer or Ragamuffin or 

some other such nautical or traditional 
name and then campaign her for inter 
national competition are fast coming to 
an end. 

Only among the 12-metres are heroic 
and patriotic names of yachts still the 
vogue, and there too the inroads of 
commercial sponsorship are en­
croaching. 

And so it seems are the days of the 
corinthian or amateur sailor prepared to 

Admirals Cup '87 

crew aboard a yacht in events such as the 
Admiral's Cup. The 1987 Champagne 
Mumm Admiral's Cup in England will 
almost certainly be the last where crews, 
or at least key members such as helms­
men and tacticians, are true-blue 
amateurs. 

In fact, while the Australian and New 
Zealand teams were certainly still all 
amateurs, with the exception of the 
"paid hands" retained by a couple of the 
Australian owners, big money was cer­
tainly being paid to the professional 
skippers of the British and some Euro­
pean boats. 

SWAN 
PREMIUM II , 
Gary Appleby's On e 
Tonner, hard on the 
heels of Austria's 
Pinta and New 
Zealand's 
Propaganda d11ring 
Admiral 's C11p ra ce 
on Christchurch Bay , 
and LEFT, she flies 
sponsor's spin11aker 
past 111ore traditional 
ketch on The Solent. 
(Perer Ca111pbell 
pies). ABOVE, 
Gest11ring Italian 
bow111an aboard 
Merope as the kite 
comes 0111. (A llspon 
pie). 
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SYDNEY yachtsman Gary Appleby, in his 
first Admiral 's Cup , fini shed with top 
Australian yacht in Admiral 's Cup. (Peter 
Campbell pie) . RIGHT, Regular helmsman at 
Cowes Week: HRH Prince Philip at the wheel 
(Al/sport pie) . BELOW LEFT, American boat 
Blue Yankee chases the leaders towards Th e 
Needles and BELOW RIGHT, Close tacking 
between Germany's Diva and another big boat. 
(Al/sport pies) . 

LEFT: Britain 's Indulgen ce poivers into the 
111indward 111ark, and ABO VE, one of the rare 
wam1 a11d s111111y days at Cowes in A11g11st. 
(Al/sport pies) . 



Such is the price of progress in grand 
prix ocean racing following the lifting of 
restrictions this year on sponsorship and 
the recognition of that sponsorship 
under Rule 26. No one can deny, of 
course, that sponsorship is essential if 
Australian and New Zealand yachting 
teams are to continue to be competitive 
with the Europeans, to meet the huge 
costs of shipping yachts and flying 
crews to England for the Admiral's 
Cup. 

It's all very well to have wealthy 
owners or syndicates prepared to put 
together a state-of-the-art ocean racer, 
campaigning it for selection and then 
prepared to foot the bill for new sails 
and maintenance during a tough, 
month-long campaign in the UK. The 
personal cost of each to the three Austra­
lian owners, Peter Kurts, Gary Appleby 
and Lou Abrahams, would not have left 
them much change from between 
$400,000 and $500,000 each. 

On top of that, total team costs well 
exceeded $1-million in airfares, accom­
modation and general living expenses in 
a very expensive country like England. 
Each Australian crew member contri­
buted $500 towards that cost, plus his 
own personal out-of-pocket expenses of 
being four to six weeks away from 
home and taking leave from work. 

Sponsorship of yachting events is 
nothing new, with A WA sponsoring the 
Sydney-Hobart and the Admiral's Cup 
itself under the on-going sponsorship of 
Champagne Mumm, the French-based 
champagne company. Australian teams 
in the past have also received spon­
sorship from Dunhill and ANL shipping 
but as a team Australia was until this 
year restricted in what it could offer a 
sponsor in return . 

Fortunately, the Royal Ocean Racing 
Club and the Offshore Racing Council 
(the international govering body of 
ocean racing) this year amended Rule 26 
to enable teams and their individual 
yachts to name their team and yachts 
after the sponsor of his products . For the 
purists it may well have been a shock, 
but for the realists who have had to dig 
deep into their pockets for the honour of 
representing Australia in international 
sport, it was a welcome change of heart. 

Veteran Sydney yachtsman Peter 
Kurts, for example, had been to Cowes 
three times in the past with yachts 
bearing such names as Love and War, 
Once More Dear Friends and Drake's 
Prayer. Last summer he launched his 
latest ocean racer and named it Made­
line's Daughter, but in deference to a 
major team sponsorship from Bond 
Brewing, Kurts campaigned the Farr 44 
as Swan Premium III in the Swan Pre­
mium Australian Admiral's Cup team . 

Similarly, Melbourne yachtsman Lou 
Abrahams' Ronstan Ultimate Challen~e 

became Swan Premier I while Sydney 
yachtsman Gary Appleby's Swan Pre­
mium II was originally launched as 
Sagacious V. Both owners dropped the 
ongoing traditional names of their ocean 
racers to give the sponsor "naming 
rights ." 

It has to be worthwhile. The support 
from the team's two major sponsors, 
Bond Brewing and the ANL shipping 
line, made the difference in enabling 
Australia to make what amounted to the 
strongest challenge at Cowes in 1979. 

In the fiercest competition in the 
30-year history of the Admiral's Cup, 
the three Australian yachts and their 
crews did exceptionally well to finish 
third among the 14 national teams, 
beaten only by the New Zealanders and 
the British. 

In my view, after having covered 
seven Admiral's Cup series in England, 
the effort of the Swan Premium Austra­
lian team was the best team performance 
since Australia won the Cup in 1979. In 
fact, it was equal or even better than that 
effort, bearing in mind the advantage 
gained by Australia when opposition 
yachts fell by the wayside in the gale­
swept Fastnet Race. 

This year both Australia and New 
Zealand went into the Admiral's Cup as 
the best prepared teams ever shipped 
from the Antipodes, for the first time 
with yachts that matched the latest 
European boats in design and construc­
tion, gear and sails. The latest state-of­
the-art, lightweight One Tonners built 
only a few months before the Cup had 
no advantage in design changes, con­
struction advances or in sail-cloth de­
velopments . The stabilisation of the 
IOR rule, plus the introduction of ABS 
scantling regulations for new hulls, has 
made yacht design and building equit­
able throught the world . 

The one disadvantage that the Austra­
lian and New Zealand teams did have 
was in being without their yachts to 
continue crew training for between two 
and three months, and then having only 
about 12 to 15 days of sailing on The 
Solent and Christchurch Bay before the 
Admiral's Cup itself began. 

With their inherent skills in offshore 
racing, the sailors from Down Under 
made the best of their opportunity in 
Europe this year, the two teams from 
the Antipodes outsailing all but the 
British - and they were in their home 
waters. The New Zealanders got their 
act together just that bit better than their 
cousins across the Tasman and deserved 
their fine victory - a successful com­
bination of long-term team planning, 
three excellent boats, three outstanding 
crews, and a determined, nationalist 
team effort. 

Australia could have beaten the Brits 
had our team made fewer tactical errors, 

Admirals Cup '87 
had kept out of protest-provoking inci­
dents, but I doubt that we could have 
beaten the Kiwis. But the Australian 
team sailed well, particularly in the final , 
605 nautical mile Fastnet Race, to with­
stand strong efforts by the Irish, the 
Germans, the United States and the 
Danes, to hold third place. 

This was New Zealand's first win in 
the Admiral's Cup, the world cham­
pionship of ocean racing, becoming 
only the fourth nation to have its name 
engraved on the base of the fine gold cup 
in 30 years of competition. The others 
are Britain, the United States, Australia 
and Germany. New Zealand's best pre­
vious effort, in five past challenges, was 
third in 1985. 

Encouraged by that effort, the Kiwis 
began planning to win the Cup in 1987 
almost immediately. As soon as the 
team returned to New Zealand, a work­
ing group was set up with well known 
Auckland yachtsman and naval architect 
Don Brooke as 1987 team manager­
designate. Anyone who had been in­
volved in past NZ challenges for the 
Admiral's Cup was invited to attend 
monthly "think-tank" metings at the 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron. 

A small group of enthusiastic owners 
agreed to build potential Cup yachts, 
including two identical Farr One Ton­
ners . Only five boats turned out for a 
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tight selection series with Kiwi, a new 
Farr 44, gaining the medium-rating 
berth and Propaganda, a Farr One Ton­
ner, and Goldcorp, the revamped Mad 
Max, a Davidson One Tonner, making 
up the two other places in the team 
which under new RORC rules set a 
minimum total rating figure of 95.0 feet 
!OR. 

The trials were held early in New 
Zealand and team management then set 
about turning their "enemy" crews into 
one closely-knit team, embued with one 
sole aim - to win the Admiral's C up 
for New Zealand. They held three long 
weekend sailing seminars, with the three 
boats and crews racing together, and 
continued combined crew meetings af­
ter the yachts were shipped to· England 
aboard ACT 8 along with the Australian 
boats. 

Thus the Kiwi team arrived in Cowes 
with each owner, skipper and crew 
member knowing the others personally 
and prepared to work in as a team. In 
contrast, the Australians never got 
together before reaching Cowes, other . 
than several technical meetings between 
skippers and tacticians, and several ma­
jor crew changes were made between 
the time of the selection trials in Mel­
bourne and the Admiral's Cup in 
Cowes. 

At Cowes, the "colonial teams" -
Australia, New Zealand and the United 
States - worked well together in run­
ning special trial races on Christchurch 
Bay in the two weeks before the Cup. It 
was obvious then that the Kiwis would 
be the team to beat . Their boats were 
fast , their helmsmen equal to the best, 
but most of all their sail-handling tech­
niques were outstanding. The Austra­
lian crew work, with · newcomers 
aboard, was at times quite sloppy. 

The Kiwis maintained that superb 
crew work and sail handling throughout 
the Admiral's C up itself, combining 
with fine helming, sound but generally 
conservative tactics, and competitive 
boatspeed, to achieve winning team 
efforts from the second race onwards . 

Australia's three boats were certainly 
comparable in boatspeed with the three 
New Zealanders, with Swan Premium I 
being a Dubois One Tonner (her sis­
tership Irish Independent Fu ll Pelt was 
top AC boat in the Fastnet Race), Swan 
Premium II a Farr One Tonner similar to 
Propaganda, and Swan Premium III, a 
Farr 44 near sistership to Kiwi - and 
rating lower. Overall crew work lacked 
slightly on the Kiwis but where we 
really fell down was in tactical decisions 
and in protest-provoking incidents. 

In the first inshore race, the only one 
this year on The Solent off Cowes, 
Swan Premium II clipped the stern of 
Goldcorp on a square run and took a 20 
per cent of placings penalty, dropping 

A US TRALIA 'S Admiral's Cup team bunched at the leeward end of the line for the start of race 
one of the Southern Cross Cup on The Solent off Cowes. (Peter Campbell pie). 

her from 17th to 25th, and costing the weed-slowing effect on Swan Premium I 
team 16 points. But for this incident, can be gauged by the placings of the 
with Swan Premium Ill, steered by Iain British and NZ One Tonners which had 
Murray to a. fine fourth, and Swan been astern of the Australians after some 
Premium I, 28th, the Australian team 50 miles of the race. Bevan Woolley's 
would have been only 10 points behind Farr One Tonner Propaganda, with Peter 
the then leading team, Denmark. As it Lester and Brad Butterworth sharing the 
was, Australia was fifth, behind De- helm, won the Channel Race from the 
nmark, Italy, Holland and the United British boat, Jamarella , also a Farr de-
States. sign, skippered by Olympic gold medal-

Not that the New Zealanders fared list Rodney Pattisson, one of the highly-
any better . They ended up equal sixth paid pro skippers in the British team. 
with Britain in that first race, a 30-miler Thus, Britain came out on top in the 
sailed in the typical Solent conditions of race, and jumped from equal sixth with 
flukey winds and boat-stopping tides. New Zealand, to first in team standings 

Race two was the first long offshore and 27 points in front of the Kiwis. The 
race, the 210 nautical mile Channel Race Danes slid to third, Australia lifted to 
and the results saw a dramatic change of fourth but was now 109 points behind 
team positions, but not so for the the British instead of eight points ahead. 
Australians. A series of tactical errors by Potentially Australia could have been 
the highly experienced afterguard of within a couple of points of the British. 
Peter Kurts' Swan Premium III saw the But potential doesn't win international 
Farr 44 slip badly in the fleet before even events of the calibre of the Admiral's 
reaching the first mark of the course in Cup. Only the results count - and ~ot 
the English Channel and never recover just results on the course, but also in the 
to finish dispiriting 36th overall. Of four protest room. 
tactical decisions that had to be made at Lou Abrahams and his helmsman, 
various stages of the race, the afterguard Bernie Case, were to find that out to 
got three of them wrong. their chagrine, in the protest room after 

Gary Appleby's Farr One Tonner, race three, the first of two round-the-
Swan Premium II, sailed an excellent race buoys races on Christchurch Bay, to the 
to finish ninth, with Lou Abrahams' west of Cowes. 
staging a remarkable mid-race recovery All three Australians got a brilliant 
to be 11th. The Dubois One Tonner, start in this first race on Christchurch 
which had been first on corrected time at Bay, following the prediction by team 
the first mark, lost a dozen places during meteorologist Roger Badham (ex A u-
the night when seaweed caught on her stralia IV weather man) that there would 
keel and rudder. With the yacht surfing be major windshift to the right early in 
at 12-13 knots, the difference in speed the race. In fact , at the weather mark the 
made by the weed was not noticed by first time the Australian team was on a 
those aboard. Only the fact that other winner, with Swan Premium III second 
One Tonners were overtaking finally boat around the mark and Swan Premium 
prompted the crew, at daybreak, into II the second placed One Tonner. 
checking the keel. Swan Premium I was in the main 

Swan Premium I regained most of the bunch of One Tonners at that stage 
places lost wi th a fine display of fast pacing it with several larger yachts 
reaching, but the Australian team cer- which had been on the wrong side of the 
tainly has missed the opportunity to wind shift, including the big US boat 
become the topscoring team in the Sidewinder. The One Tonners were still 
Channel Race, with points multiplied by with Sidewinder at the end of the two 
three (in the short races, they were reaching legs. 
multiplied by two, in the Fastnet by As they rounded the mark in a bunch, 
five). As it was, Australia did move up Swan Premium I did a crash tack, claim-
one place to fourth in team standings, ing that Sidewinder had forced her to do 
but the British, the New Zealanders and so by tacking in her water. The Austra-
the Danes were now ahead of them. lian boat lost way, slipped back onto the 

Just how much opportunity was lost, mark, also being hit by an overtaking 
firstly by the tactical mistakes aboard yacht. Sweden's Civic, whose helmsman 
Swan Premium III and then by the was obviously confused by having a 
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yacht sailing backwards on starboard 
tack . 

Helmsman Bernie Case protested 
both Sidewinder and Civic, with the 
former contesting the issue, Civic ack­
nowledging her fault and accepting a 20 
per cent penalty. The Australians, who 
had neither attempted to re-round the 
mark or fly an "I" flag, went into the 
protest confident of winning the protest 
against the U S boat, showing a video of 
the incident which they claimed clearly 
showed they were forced to tack to 
avoid a collision with Sidewinder. The 
International Jury found otherwise, 
finding that both yachts had tacked 
simultaneously with a "poor tack" by 
the Australian boat being the cause of 
her hitting the mark. 

Swan Premi um I received a 20 per cent 
penalty, dropping her from 23rd place 
(she had fallen back nearly a dozen 
placings during the incident) to 31st and 
costing the Australian team another 16 
points. With Swan Premium II eight and 
Swan Premium III ninth overall, the 
potential was again there for a fine 
effort. But ... 

The N ew Zealanders had a superb 
day, with Peter Lester steering Propagan­
da to her second successive win, Kiwi 
finished third and Goldcorp 10th. This 
brought the Kiwis within one point of 
Britain which produced a fourth by 
Jamarella , a seventh by Indulgence and a 
16th by Juno. Australian held third berth 
but the margin between the two top 
teams and third was now 150 points. 

Trouble seemed to dog Lou Abra­
hams and in race four, the second 
inshore race on Christchurch Bay, the 
Dubois One Tonner was involved in 
two incidents caused not by her but by 
other One Tonners attempting · to force 
their way into the ruck at the rounding 
marks. · 

At the weather mark the first time, 
Britain's Jamarella and Germany's 
Saudade caused confusion by coming in 
on port tack and tacking in front of 
other yachts coming in on starboard. 
Protests against Jama re/la were later dis­
missed, surprisingly, but the damage 
had been done as far as Swan Premium I 
was concerned. She was forced to tack 
twice and the strong running tide carried 
her onto the mark. Helmsman Bernie 
Case called for the "I" flag, thinking he 
.could accept a 5 per cent penalty (two 
places) rather than lose time and more 
placings in re-rounding . 

Wrong! The sailing instructions had 
been amended before race one to elimin-. 
ate the " I" flag alternative penalty but 
for some reason Case was not aware of 
the change. In the protest room later 
Swan Premium I received another 20 per 
cent penalty. But her day of disasters 
was not over. At the leeward mark the 
Dutch boat Mean Machine tried to force a 
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passage inside of SP I and hit and holed 
her on the port quarter, at the gunwale. 
This time the Jury found in favour of S P 
I . 

The overall results of race four 
favoured the big boats, a tide change 
giving them a vital advantage midway 
through the race. It was also the best day 
of the Cup series for the Americans with 
Gary Weisman steering Insatiable, a Nel­
son/M arek 45, to victory over Sidewin­
der, a Reichel/Pugh 45, steered by John 
Bertrand, the Californian former tacti­
cian/helmsman aboard Tom Blackaller's 
U.S.A. at the last America's Cup. Ire­
land's Turkish Delight finished third, 
Australia's Swan Premium III a fine 
fourth, New Zealand's Kiwi fifth. 

In a race that favoured the big boats, 
New Zealand's two One Tonners sailed 
an exceptional race, with Propaganda 
sixth, Goldcorp eight - all three N Z 
boats beating all three British to give 
them the lead on team standings for the 
first time in the series. Propaganda and 
Goldcorp were the only One Tonners on 
corrected time among the firs t 16 plac­
ings, a result that was the outcome of 
just concentrated steering, faultless tac­
tics and brillaint sail-handling at every 
mark of the course. 

With only the Fastnet Race to sail, the 
N ew Zealand team looked near certain 
of victory, barring accidents. T heir team 
total was now a massive 895 points, 109 
ahead of Britain on 786 and 230 in front 
of Australia on 665. But the Australians' 
third berth was far from secure, with the 
Americans lifting to 662 points after 
their excellent result in race four, the 
Danes on 612, the Irish 578 and the 
Germans on 577. 

In the first four races Australia had 
lost 48 points in the protest room, but 
even with these the task of overhauling 
New Zealand was a formidable, if not 
impossible, one. However, Australia 
still had two boats in the first 10 on 
individual results, as did Britain, but the 
Kiwis had all three boats in the top seven 
- and that 's what counts. 

Fortunes varied in the Fastnet Race 
with wind and tide, and although the 
New Zealanders lost ground midway 
through the 605 nautical mile race down 
the English C hannel, across the Irish Sea 
to Fastnet Rock and back to finish at 
Plymouth, they came home strongly to 
hold a comfortable winning lead and 
take the Admiral's C up for the first time 
in six attempts. 

T he British were topscorers in the 
Fas tnet Race, with the One Tonners 
again sweeping home up the C hannel 
from Bishop Rock under spinnakers, 
snapping at the transoms of the bigger 
boats. Sixteen of the first 17 boats on 
corrected time were One Tonners, with 
Irish Independent Full Pelt, the Dubois 
40, winning from Britain's funo and 

The FLOOK Safety Anchor in glide mode 

FLOOK™ 
The Flying An,,Q}l.QE 
Developed in Australia, THE FLOOK is a new type of 
anchor with incredible "flying" capabi lities . 
When launched THE FLOOK takes off and flies out 
through the water at a glide of 5 to 1 unti l it lands 
on the seabed . 
A quick rearward jerk on the line opens its unique 
differential pantograph and drives the flukes into 

( the sand or mud . 
t:\ The special geometry of the 
I+\ pantograph ensures the harder 

-~ \ you pull the deeper the flukes 
•· , dig down . 

With THE FLOOK it is no longer necessary to know 
the depth of water. Your vessel can be taken straight 
to its desired position and the anchor sent out ah ead 
to embed itself at just the right distance for good 
anchoring . 

Australian Patent No. PH8676. lnternat1onal Patent Pending . 

'P"A .. , HUI..MISON .,, lT. MAilINE PTY. UJIIITED 

I- - - - - - - - - - - -Please send me more information about I the Flook flying safety anchor. 

I Name _____________ _ 

I Address ____________ _ 

I 
I 
1----- code __ _ 

1 Phone No ____________ _ 

I Boat Type & Size __________ _ 

I Send coupon to: PO Box 318, Collaroy Beac h , 2097. 
99 South Creek Road, Dee Why, N.S.W. 2099 Australia. I Telephone• (02) 981 3866. Telex• AA7329. Fax• (02) 982 8543 
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SWAN 
HOLE in the gunwale of Swan Premium I was one of many mishaps for Lou A b'rahams' On_e 
Tonn er at Cowes. Later, on the way to Tilbury Docks by truck, the hull was holed again - this 
time by a tree! (Peter Campbell pie) . 

]amarella, followed by N ew Zealand 's 
Propaganda. 

Lou Abraham s, who had celebrated 
this 60th birthday rounding Fastnet 
Rock (a cake, candles and party hats but 
no champagne) led the Australian fleet 
w ith a fine sixth w hich enabled the team 
to hold third berth against the Irish and 
the Germans. Swan Premium II finished 
15th after sailing a conservative race, 
w hile S wan Premium III was a sound 
19th, the fo urth-highest placed among 
the bigger boats. 

The end result was a m agnificent and 
well deserved victory for N ew Z ealand , 
the culmination o f a rem arkable year of 
sailing success , including winning the 
Kenwood Cup in Hawaii, sharing first 

place with Britain in the Champagne 
Mumm World Cup, and winning the 
12-metre world championship with KZ 
7 in Sardinia, not to mention the same 
yacht 's record-breaking streak of wins at 
the America 's Cup . 

New Z ealand finished with 1365 
points on the board, 84 in front of 
Britain with 1281 points , and a massive 
260 points ahead of Australia with 1105 
points. The Irish finished fourth with 
1038, followed by Germany with 992, 
U.S.A. 972, Denmark 947, France 926, 
Austria 759, Spain 732, Hollnd 640, 
Italy 631 , Sweden 494, Belguim 341 

_points . 
The Germans never looked as good as 

in the past. Their boats sailed inconsis-

tently and they seemed to lack the 
national spirit which underlined their 
previous efforts at Cowes. 

The Danish, like the Australians, a 
fully sponsored team, began with a 
flourish in the light winds on The 
Solent, their three Japanese-designed 
boats looking exceptionally fast . But in 
the heavier breezes they faltered 
although their big boat, Original Beck­
mann Pletjjerner (a trade name), finished 
second of the higher rating boats in the 
Fastnet . 

Top individual yacht of the Admiral's 
Cup w as the Bruce Farr designed N .Z. 
One Tonner Propaganda (rating 30.59) 
with placings of19-1-1-6-4. Second was 
another Farr One Tonner, Britian's 
Jamarella (rating 30.54) with placings of 
14-2-4-23-3 and third the big US boat, 
Sidewinder, a Raichel/Pugh 45 (rating 
34. 99) , with placings of 3-20-5-2-13. 

Then in order came: Denmark's Ori­
ginal Beckmann Pletjjerner Oeppeson -
rating 34.51) , Irish Independent Full Pelt 
(Dubois - 30-49) , N ew Zealand's Gold­
corp (Davidson - 30.58), Kiwi (Farr -
34.47), Swan Premium II(Farr - 30.55), 
Indulgence (Andrieu - 34.52) . and Au­
stria's Pinta Oude/ Vrolijk - 34.21) . 

Swan Premium III, a Farr 44 finished 

CHAMPAGNE MUMM ADMIRAL'S CUP 1987 
SERIES RES UL TS -TEAMS 

Provisional - after 5 races 

Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 
Date 30/07/ 1987 31 /07/'-.987 03/08/ 1987 05/08/ 1987 08/08/1987 

Length 23.5 21 3.6 28.7 28.2 591.0 
Factor X 2 X '.l X 2 X 2 X 5 

CL Team Sail No. Yacht Name Skipper/Owner Rat, R.1 R.2 R.3 RA R,5 Total 

1 NEW ZEALAND KZ 296 Goldcorp R.Dodson/M.Canning 30.58 18 111 66 70 160 425 
KZ6161 Propaganda B.Woolley/A.Burr 30. 59 48 126 84 74 195 527 
KZ 6191 Ki wi P. Walker/ Admiral's Cup C 34.47 70 72 80 76 115 413 

Total 136 309 230 220 470 1365 

2 UNITED K 180 Jamarella R. Pattisson/ A. Gray 30.54 58 123 78 38 200 497 
KI NGDOM K 505 Juno A.Hurst/M. Peacock 30.50 24 108 54 0 205 391 

K 919 Indul gence H.Cudmore/G. Walker 34.52 54 105 72 72 90 393 
Total 136 336 204 110 495 1281 

3 AUSTRALI A KA Z SM Swan Premium I L. Abrahams/L. Abrahams 30.55 30 96 24 14 185 349 
KA 3000 Swan Premium II P. Kurts/P. Kurts 34.31 78 21 68 78 120 365 
KA 4000 Swan Premium III G. Appleby /G. Appleby 30.55 36 102 70 48 135 391 

Total 144 219 162 140 440 1105 

4 IRELA ND IR 1780 Jameson Whiskey R.Burrows/B.ButJrns 30.55 10 99 16 0 150 275 
K 1036 Turkish Delight M. Mansfield /H. Bezman 34.21 62 42 52 80 100 336 
K 243 Irish Independent T. Power/S. Fein 30. 49 60 84 49 24 210 427 

Total 132 225 11 7 104 460 1038 

5 GERMANY G 1909 Container G. Eiermann/ U. Schuetz 30.52 8 11 7 49 44 160 378 
G 1919 Saudade U.Mares/A.Buell 30. 55 44 87 38 0 175 344 
G2994 Diva B. Beilken/P. Westphal-Lan 34.42 0 90 62 38 80 270 

Total 52 294 149 82 41 5 992 

6 U.S. A. us 18968 Sidewinder J. Bertrand/R. Short 34.99 80 69 76 82 145 452 
US4111 0 Blue Yankee S. Benj amin/ R. Towse 34.20 6 3 57 so 105 221 
us 41 241 Insa tiable G. Weisman/Krehbiel/Tank 35. 18 74 39 42 84 60 299 

Total 160 111 175 216 310 972 
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yacht sailing backwards on starboard 
tack. 

Helmsman Bernie Case protested 
both Sidewinder and Civic, with the 
former contesting the issue, Civic ack­
nowledging her fault and accepting a 20 
per cent penalty . The Australians, who 
had neither attempted to re-round the 
mark or fly an " I" flag , went into the 
protest confident of winning the protest 
against the US boat, showing a video of 
the incident which they claimed clearly 
showed they were forced to tack to 
avoid a collision with Sidewinder. The 
International Jury found otherwise, 
finding that both yachts had tacked 
simultaneously with a "poor tack" by 
the Australian boat being the cause of 
her hitting the mark. 

Swan Premi um I received a 20 per cent 
penalty, dropping her from 23rd place 
(she had fallen back nearly a dozen 
placings during the incident) to 31st and 
costing the Australian team another 16 
points. With Swan Premium II eight and 
Swan Premium III ninth overall , the 
potential was again there for a fine 
effort. But . .. 

The New Zealanders had a superb 
day , with Peter Lester steering Propagan­
da to her second successive win, Kiwi 
finished third and Goldcorp 10th. This 
brought the Kiwis within one point of 
Britain which produced a fourth by 
Jam arella, a seventh by Indulgence and a 
16th by Juno. Australian held third berth 
but the margin between the two top 
teams and third was now 150 points. 

Trouble seemed to dog Lou Abra­
hams and in race four, the second 
inshore race on Christchurch Bay, the 
Dubois One Tonner was involved in 
two incidents caused not by her but by 
other One Tonners attempting· to force 
their way into the ruck at the rounding 
marks. · 

At the weather mark the first time, 
Britain's Jamarella and Germany's 
Saudade caused confusion by coming in 
on port tack and tacking in front of 
other yachts coming in on starboard. 
Protests against ]amarella were later dis­
missed, surprisingly, but the damage 
had been done as far as Swan Premium I 
was concerned. She was forced to tack 
twice and the strong running tide carried 
her onto the mark. Helmsman Bernie 
Case called for the "I" flag, thinking he 
.could accept a 5 per cent penalty (two 
places) rather than lose time and more 
placings in re-rounding. 

Wrong! The sailing instructions had 
been amended before race one to elimin­
ate the " I" flag alternative penalty but 
for some reason Case was not aware of 
the change. In the protest room later 
Swan Premium I received another 20 per 
cent penalty. But her day of disasters 
was not over. At the leeward mark the 
Dutch boat Mean Machine tried to force a 

Admirals Cup '87 
passage inside of SP I and hit and holed 
her on the port quarter, at the gunwale. 
This time the Jury found in favour of SP 
I. 

The overall results of race four 
favoured the big boats, a tide change 
giving them a vital advantage midway 
through the race. It was also the best day 
of the Cup series for the Americans with 
Gary Weisman steering Insatiable, a Nel­
son/Marek 45, to victory over Sidewin­
der, a Reichel/Pugh 45, steered by John 
Bertrand, the Californian former tacti­
cian/helmsman aboard Tom Blackaller's 
U.S .A . at the last America's Cup. Ire­
land 's Turkish Delight finished third, 
Australia's Swan Premium III a fine 
fourth, New Zealand's Kiwi fifth . 

In a race that favoured the big boats, 
New Zealand's two One Tonners sailed 
an exceptional race, with Propaganda 
sixth, Goldcorp eight - all three NZ 
boats beating all three British to give 
them the lead on team standings for the 
first time in the series. Propaganda and 
Goldcorp were the only One Tonners on 
corrected time among the first 16 plac­
ings, a result that was the outcome of 
just concentrated steering, faultless tac­
tics and brillaint sail-handling at every 
mark of the course. 

With only the Fastnet Race to sail, the 
New Zealand team looked near certain 
of victory , barring accidents . Their team 
total was now a massive 895 points , 109 
ahead of Britain on 786 and 230 in front 
of Australia on 665. But the Australians ' 
third berth was far from secure, with the 
Americans lifting to 662 points after 
their excellent result in race four, the 
Danes on 612, the Irish 578 and the 
Germans on 577. 

In the first four races Australia had 
lost 48 points in the protest room, but 
even with these the task of overhauling 
New Zealand was a formidab le, if not 
impossible, one. However, Australia 
still had two boats in the first 10 on 
individual results , as did Britain, but the 
Kiwis had all three boats in the top seven 
- and that 's what counts. 

Fortunes varied in the Fastnet Race 
with wind and tide, and although the 
New Zealanders lost ground midway 
through the 605 nautical mile race down 
the English Channel, across the Irish Sea 
to Fastnet Rock and back to finish at 
Plymouth, they came home strongly to 
hold a comfortable winning lead and 
take the Admiral's Cup for the first time 
in six attempts. 

The British were topscorers in the 
Fastnet Race, with the One Tonners 
again sweeping home up the Channel 
from Bishop Rock under spinnakers, 
snapping at the transoms of the bigger 
boats. Sixteen of the first 17 boats on 
corrected time were One Tonners , with 
Irish Independent Full Pelt, the Dubois 
40, winning from Britain's funo and 

The FLOOK Safety Anchor in glide mode 

FLOOK™ 
The Flying An.,Q/1.Ql 
Developed in Australia, THE FLOOK is a new type of 
anchor with incredible " flying " capabilities . 
When launched THE FLOOK takes off and flies out 
through the water at a glide of 5 to 1 until it lands 
on the seabed. 
A quick rearward jerk on the line opens its unique 
differential pantograph and drives the flukes into 

&;; 
' 

the sand or mud . 
The special geometry of the 
pantograph ensures the harder 

· ' you pull the deeper the flukes 
dig down . 

With THE FLOOK it is no longer necessary to know 
the depth of water. Your vessel can be taken straight 
to its desired position and the anchor sent out ahead 
to embed itself at just the right distance for good 
anchoring. 

Australian Palent No. PH8676. lnternahonal Patent Pending. 

'P"A .. , DUI..MISON 
Jft1 lT. MAllINE PTY. UNITED 

-----------­Please send me more information about 
the Flook flying safety anchor. 

Name _ ____________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

code __ _ 

Phone No _ _ _ _________ _ 

Boat Type & Size __________ _ 

Send coupon to: PO Box 318, Collaroy Beach, 2097. 
99 South Creek Road, Dee Why, N.S.W. 2099 Australia. 
Telephone: (02) 981 3866. Telex: AA7329. Fax: (02) 982 8543 

FLOOK'" 
The Flying Anch!JI. 
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13th overall, while Swan Premium I, a 
Dubois sistership to Full Pelt , was 14th 
overall. 

IN SUMMARY: Australia can be 
pleased with this third placing in the 

strongest ever Admiral' s C up fleet , our 
best effort since 1969, but we could have 
done better. The Swan Premium team 
had the boats - it was the human 
element which could not match the 

Water Ballast Row 
Boils Over 

T HE Royal O cean Racing Club 
was due to begin in mid­
October a full scale International 

Jury inquiry into allegations that several 
yachts, including British boats, made 
illegal use of water ballast during the 
recent Admiral's Cup. At the same time, 
the Austrian and West German yachting 
authorities had promised to convene 
inquiries into revelations that I-Punkt, 
one of the team which represented 
Austria in the Admiral's Cup in England 
and later sailed for West Germany in the 
One Ton Cup at Kiel , had flagrantly 
breached the IYRU rules on the use of 
water as ballast in IOR races. 

The shock allegations of cheating at 
this top level of ocean racing which 
came into public light during the One 
Ton Cup, immediately resulted in calls 
by Australia and N ew Zealand to the 
RORC to hold a full scale investigation. 
Both Australian and N ew Zealand ocean 
racing authorities said that such allega­
tions of cheating in the sport would 
react strongly against future prospects of 
gaining sponsorship fo r Admiral' s C up 
teams. 

There were rumours back in 1985 of 
yachts, particularly the Europeans, tak­
ing aboard extra water in mineral water 
bottles and containers during the 
Admiral's C up . As a result , the RORC 
set a maximum of one litre of drinkable 
liquid per crew member per day for this 
year 's series . But it seemed apparent to 
_many at Cowes that this was being 
exceeded by several crews. There were 
suggestions of protests, but no action. 

But at Kiel, the water ballas t issue 
boiled over. An Australian crew mem­
ber of I-Plunkt admitted to English 
yachting writer Barry Pickthall that the 
crew of the J apanese- registered O ne 
Tonner had pumped more than 200 
litres of illicit water ballas t onboard the 
yacht w9-en racing offshore to improve 
stability upwind and thus speed. 

T wo other crew who sailed aboard 
I-Plunkt during the O ne Ton Cup con­
firmed his story, but all three asked to 
remain anonymous until the offi cial 
inquiries were convened. Ac:;cording to 
Pickthall 's report , all three alleged that 

I-Plunkt 's West German owner, Thomas 
Friese, instructed the yacht's regular 
crew members to fill plastic containers 
with water which were then smuggled 
aboard the yacht before each race, and 
then thrown overboard before the yacht 
finished, to dispose of evidence before 
scrutineers checked the leading boats. 

The Australian crewman admitted to 
Barry Pickthall and N ew Zealand radio 
journaist Larry Keating just before 
boarding I-Plunkt fo r the long offshore 
race of the One Ton C up that the crew 
was not only doing it in the One Ton 
Cup, but had also done the same thing 
in the Channel Race of the Admiral's 
Cup. "The owner called on the nigger 
(paid hand) to go down below and fi ll 
the bags," he told Pickthall and Keating. 
" We carried about 200kg of water in 
disposable fold-up plas tic water bags 
which were filled up via a two-way 
bilge pump. Later I asked the owner not 
to do it again during the Fastnet Race, 
but the same thing happened on the way 
back from the Rock." 

According to the Australian, the bags 
of water were stacked in the top bunk on 
the windward side of the yacht, then 
transferred to the opposite bunk when 
they tacked. O nce off the wind, the 
extra water was emptied out through 
the cockpit drains and the bags remained 
empty until the next windward leg. Just 
before the finish , the paid hand cut the 
bags into small pieces and threw them 
overboard to dispose of the evidence. 

T he fo llow-up story on page one of 
"The Times" prompted Austrian sail­
maker Herbert Raudaschl to w rite to the 
West German Yachting Federation on 
September 2 admitting that illegal water 
ballast had been pumped aboard I-Plunkt 
du ring the C hannel Race, although he 
did not know about it two of his fellow• 
Austrian countrymen had told him so 
on August 21. 

11.u d a furt her 200-250 litres of water 
and it is the equivalent of having three 
heavy crew members on the windward 
rail , giving a significant advantage in a 
lightweight boat going co windward . In 
I-Plunkt's case the advantage was 0.2 
knot. 
Ac the end of the O ne Top Cup , the 

Admirals Cup '87 
N ew Zealanders or the British with a 
concerted team effort . And sailing as a 
team is the keynote of the Admiral' s 
Cup. But we certainly were not dis­
graced . D 

I-Punkt crew were all quizzed indi­
vidually by the race jury, but without 
the promise of immunity, none of the 
three who had brought this controversy 
into the open were prepared co admit 
anything . 

No sooner has the I-Punkt con­
troversy broken , then the British 
Admiral's C up team came under the 
spotlight when two N ew Zealand j our­
nalists disclosed to The T imes that one 
crewman aboard Indulgence had confes­
sed to them that the British had dumped 
extensive amounts of water from their 
integral tanks when sailing off the wind 
as a way around the Rule to lessen 
weight and thus increase speed. 

The report brought a flur ry of indig­
nant denials from British team captain 
Graham Walker, owner of Indulgence, 
skipper H arold C udmore and helmsman 
Eddie Warden O wen who admitted that 
he had been discussing the issue with the 
two j ournalists but suggested that there 
must have been a misunderstanding 
over what he said. "We certainly have 
not used water ballas t," he said emphati­
cally . 

Indulgence's two One Ton team maces 
]amarella and Ju no did carry full water 
tanks however, and once the fu rore over 
the allegations had died down, one 
respected source within the team ex­
plained chat the two crews had been 
doing nothing more than exploit a 
rather badly worded rule to the limit. 

T he IYRU Rule headed 'Shipping, 
unshipping or shifting bal las t: Water, 
reads - "From 21:00 on the day before 
the race until she is no longer racing, a 
yacht shall not ship , unship or shift 
ballas t whether moveable or fixed, or 
take in or discharge water, except for 
ordinary ship 's use and or the removal 
of bilge water" . 

But what constitutes ordinary use? 
Acco rding to Barry Pickethall British 

offshore coash Bill Edgerton sugges ted 
that crew, sailing with tanks fi lled be­
fo re the 21:00 dealine, then had the 
option of using up extensive amounts as 
soon as possible in the event of light 
weather - a prac tice RORC Commod­
ore Robin Aisher said was no different 
to gliders dropping ballas t. Lacer he 
qualified this by saying that there was 
nothing to stop the crew on his 40ft 
rated Farr design Yeoman XXVI all 
taking a shower in order to get rid of the 
ballast, while another source said that 
water merely pumped out through the 
sink plumbing also constitutes proper 
use. □-
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--------------- ADVERTISEMENT 

Zulu ¼ tonner, Osaka Bay , Japan. 

u[!} ON THE WARPATH! 

WRITERS from so many magazines have helped to 
create the legend of the Zulu Tribe, Bob Ross with 
'Who the hell is Bill Dodds' and Mark Russell in the 

classy intellect mag, the Innovators; "Interviewing Bill Dodds 
is like going 15 rounds with Professor Julius Sumner Miller". 

A visit to Zulu Land on Southern Victoria's Bellarine 
Peninsula is a fascinating experience, quotable quotes , achieved 
dreams, exciting product and stimulating activi ty. It's a bit like 
finding a plate of jam tarts spilt in a garden with heaps of ants 
circling around the goodies. 

Zulu is part of a series of small factories dubbed 'The 
Toyshop' , each section has guys working on projects for 
clients, in one corner is a Solar Car being developed for Ford, in 
another a roof which looks like a roof but incorporates all sorts 
of goodies for supplying energy into the house, in another 
workshop a Polynesian burre complete with simulated Thatc'i., 
another with cedar shingles, all spot on replications of the 
actual. 

But Zulu is yachting, and stands alone. The family Dodds is a 
close knit lot; Simon, Tessa, Audrey and Bill who have learned 
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to sail and build boats since they came to Australia . The story of 
"come back in twenty five years when you have learnt to sail" 
has passed in to fo lklore in Victoria and the victories of the Zulu 
Tribe, a list of triumphs which will perhaps only be repeated if 
Zulu decide to do it again with the new ¾ tonner is legend . 

Bouncing Bill replies; "We are turning a pigs ear into a silk 
purse. Zulu have been asked to take this well known boat, 
which has been well campagined but never quite made it, and 
try to help . 

" It really was a choice of new boat or a radical cut job, and 
virtually a rebuild. This boat was presented to Zulu as a high 
tech example of Yacht Building - Well if one inch ply with 
Kevlar skins is high tech, I'm Robert Redford!" 

(Nobody will deny the truth of the man!) . 
"We've chopped the transom right out, put a couple of foot 

on behind A.G.S. (After Girth Station). This should help the 
owner hike his wallet out and aft as movable ballast (full of the 
dough he has saved in buying a new boat!). That should help the 
righting moment! 



'11-tU r,,,_.. ON THE WARPATH! 

We've Z ulu 'ed the interior with two massive Kevlar beams 
fore and aft, thrown all the cupb oards away, put the 
components we have to have aboard in a location to help the 
yacht do its j ob. As far as we're concerned, we have homes to 
live in and yachts to race on, and priorities should be sorted." 

Zulu tailor their custom services, both in concept and 
application, to best fulfil clients specific requirements. All ideas 
and alternatives are discussed at length to ensure customer 
satisfaction. 

Zulu's first big one-off project has just been commissioned; 
"That is 'ShakaZulu ' Peter Walker of the Cruising Yacht Club 
has been brave enough to ask us to build a 65 foot Gunsmoke 
boat, it really should be a killer , very quick in the water, a 'Kell 
design' again, sort of a rounded off 'Flying Colours'. Hull and 
deck all one, minimised windage, no compromises, - well 
maybe ShakaWalker has some compromises in mind that we 
must talk about - he has two double beds and 1 single one head 
to tail - now to me someone's not going to get much sleep off 
watch - there' ll be more watching than 'off watching'! 

The boat is really our style of philosophy, we have always 
wanted to get boats on the water at the right price by using our 
development technologies and Shaka could cost about 10% of 
the boats it is designed to sail past ... " 

There is something beautiful about a big boat, the maxi and 
mini maxis are a j oy to behold, but it must be admitted that a 
certain deviant delight for Dodds is shown when they reflect on 
the fact that a little killer ¼ like lmazulutu pinches the silver 
from mega buck boats. 

"We were in a regatta a couple of weeks ago w here one maxi 
there equalled 42 of our little quarters in dollar terms." 

All this is only part of Zulu 's huge involvement in the 
yachting industry. Production capacity still exists for the 

Zulu 1/2 tonners, Port Phillip Bay. 

Z ulu Tribe celebrating their win in the 'Mirage Resorts' Regatta. 

proven race winning half and quarter tonners as well as a soon 
to be released 30 foot comfortable racer/ cruiser that shoul d 
prove very competitive under both the IOR and Channel 
Handicap systems. 

A large part of Zulu 's future is in export. Volume production 
is on for yachts, and Zulu has an exportise in product and 
content which the Japanese are already seeking. A ½ ton IOR 
racer 'Cruzulu' will be in Japan for the Tokyo Boat Show. Z ulu 
have had the guys from Japan working with them in Geelong 
developing the yacht they want. This yacht is completed with 
fast idious attention to detail and finished to a standard not found 
in production yachts in today's market. Yukio Shintani , Zulu's 
Japanese Racing Distributor call this high accessory content, 
rated boat 'The Nippon Tuck Racer'. 

Inscrutable these Australian, Pommie, Zulu , Samurai War­
nors. 

Zulu Yacht Builders 
Pty Ltd 
P.O. Box 342, 
Geelong, Victoria, 3220 
Phone: (052) 56 1258 
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The 'Flook' Flying Anchor 

SYDNEY flier and inventor, Philip 
Dulhunty may be set to revolutio­

nise the way in which boat owners 
anchor their craft with the development 
of an new anchoring system, the Flook 
(pronounced as in look). 

Dulhunty originally devised the Flook 
Flying Anchor in conjunction with a 
Swedish associate to anchor his sea plane 
and has since been assisted by the Royal 
Australian Navy who made the original 
prototypes. 

Made from galvanised steel, the Flook 
is now available in 5kg and 10kg sizes . 
The 5kg is suitable for runabouts and 
small yachts up to 25 feet long while the 
10kg anchor will hold vessels up to 45 
feet long. When launched into the water 
from a boat it automatically takes off 
and flies out through the water at a glide 
angle of 5 to 1 until it lands on the 
seabed. 

A quick rearward jerk on . the line 
opens its unique differential pantograph 
and drives the aerodynamically designed 
flukes into the sand or mud. The harder 
you pull, the deeper the flukes dig down 
into the bottom. 

The Flook is distributed by Dulmison 
Marine Pty Limited, 99 South Creek 
Road, Dee Why, NSW . 2099. Australia. 
Telephone (02) 981-3866. It will be 
available through chandlerys nationlly 
for a recommended retail price of A$90 
for the 5kg and A$135 for the 10kg 
anchor. 

B & G expands its Hornet 4 
system 
BROOKES and Gatehouse has ex­
panded the ever-popular Hornet 4 sys­
tem, a favourite with Half and One Ton 
racers , offering the system in a budget 
package with a new cruise repeater on 
deck. 

This allows boat speed, wind speed 
and wind angle to be displayed on deck 
through the one repeater, and allows the 

other functions offered by the sailing 
monitor to be selected. These functions 
include a resetable log, a total log, a 
countdown timer, an elapsed timer and 
a battery voltage indicator. 

The cruise repeater is fully sealed 
against the elements and is very robust. 
It uses an LCD display which is back-lift 
for night use. The cruise repeater may 
also be used as an addition to an existing 
Hornet 4 system. 

The addition of the cruise repeater 
allows a full Hornet system to sell for 
less than $3000 (inc tax) complete with 
chart table and cockpit displays . The 
national distributor, Peter Green Ship­
chandlers, believe this will put the Hor­
net 4, its proven accuracy and reliability, 
with the reach of many cruising yach­
tsmen. 

More information from Peter Green 
Shipchandlers , 12 Polo Ave, Mona 
Vale, NSW 2103. Phone: (02) 997-5411. 

It's a Musto 
at sea! 

WET weather gear for Australia's 
boaties has never been an easy 

choice, but thanks to an English en­
gineer, his sailing prowess and his analy­
tical approach to solving a problem as 
old as boating itself the choice is now 
clear cut. 

Musto wet weather gear is a protec­
tion system aimed at ultimate comfort, 
performance and safety. 

It is the brainchild of former engineer, 
sail maker and champion yachtsman 
Keith Musto. Musto has given the 
boating world a new deal in wet weather 
gear. A system that can keep water 
where it belongs, on the outside of the 
garment. 

A concentrated development prog­
ramme by Musto has seen the arrival of 
the Offshore jacket, highly suited to 
Australasian conditions , and timed to 
meet the rigorous regatta calandar in 
these waters over the coming months. 

The Musto Offshore jacket and 
matching trousers represent the 
thoughts and experience of leading 
yachtsmen and women around the 
world. Featuring an extra high, fibre 
pile lined collar, 2 oz polyurethane 
lining which is fully vented with neop­
rene coated nylon outer, the distinctive 
new Musto suits are rapidly gaining 
popularity, especially with added fea­
tures like fibre pile lined pockets and 
reflective tape on the front ... 

Musto have fo llowed a practical path, 
a combination of old and new materials 
are tested for use in their range. 

The Offshore suit is part of an 
Offshore range which includes body 

warmer suits, gloves, boots, buoyancy 
liners and lifejacket. 

The Musto Offshore jacket is also 
designed to be used with the Musto 
Multifit Safety Harness and Safety line 
... a comforting thought with the AW A 
Sydney-Hobart around the corner. 

Musto is quickly becoming synony­
mous with safety, comfort and practica­
bility. BOC racers, Sydney Harbour 
crews and the America's Cup teams 
have all elected Musto the suit to have. 

Ian Treleaven, skipper of Starlight 
Express and director of Musto in Austra­
lasia, says the Musto range is the most 
complete in the world . "We can offer a 
range of dedicated wet weather clothing 
to suit the dinghy sailor, light weight 
Inshore suits, a coastal range and of 
course the new Offshore suits ... " 

"Our 'dry' suits are proving very 
popular with foredeck crews, and the 
Offshore Range has become 'de rigeur' 
among ocean racing crews in recent 
months". 

The· Musto range has proven incred­
ibly adept at keeping water out. In 
recent British testing conducted for the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution by 
the RAF Institute of Aviation Medicine, 
the clothing beat the opposition by in 
excess of 100% in water proofing. 

Further information, Ian Treleaven, 
Musto Australia, 14-16 Buckland Street, 
Chippendale, NSW, 2008. (02) 
319 2133. 
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High visibility speedo 
system 
YOU'VE seen the jumbo-sized instru­
ment repeaters on the masts of exotic 
maxi, 12-metre and IOR ocean .racers. 
They need high-tech instrument sys­
tems to drive them. Now there is an 
affordable alternative for the budget 
club racers or yacht with minimum 
instruments called the Maximeter. 

Australian-made, the Maximeter is a 
stand-alone, digital speedo system that 
will connect to virtually any existing 
pulse-producing water speed device 
such as paddlewheels or impellers used 
with VDO, SR Mariner, Seafarer and 
Brookes & Gatehouse instruments. It 
needs only the ships 12-volt DC power 
supply, the input signal and a suitable 
mounting place. 

The Maximeter is designed to be 
mounted on deck or at the mast, where 
it can be seen by all the crew. The 38mm 
high digits are in high visibility "day­
glo" colours. 

More information from Peter Green 
Shipchandlers , 12 Polo Ave, Mona 
Vale, NSW 2103. Phone: (02) 997-5411 

New Silva 5000 Electronic 
Compass 

T HE Silva 5000 is an advanced elec­
tronic compass developed by the 

world's foremost manufacturer of com­
passes - Silva Sweden AB. It provides a 
digital and analog compass course with 
selectable damping from 1 to 120 
seconds. Difference between true and 
required course (total error over a time), 
CMG - course made good and tactical 
function. 

The Silva 5000 comes with one of the 
finest and best fluid dampened transduc­
ers of fluxgate type available with elec­
tronic deviation to provide unsurpassed 
performance even in the roughest seas. 
Output for connection to Sat-Nav, tac­
tical computer or repeater instrument. 

The high contrast display and excel­
lent night illumination gives easy read­
ing even from an angle. Deviation table, 
required courses etc are easily program­
med with large watertight pushbuttons 
and the values are stored when power is 
off. 

The Silva 5000 is the latest addition to 
the well known Silva thousand series of 
highest quality marine instruments and 

is priced around $1400 from shipchand­
lers and leading boat builders. 

Distributed thoughout Australia by 
Macson Trading Company, 44 Alexan­
dra Pde, Clifton Hill , Melbourne, 3068. 
Phone (03) 489-9766. Agents in all 
states. 

TWC Advanced Electronic 
Charging Regulator 

C ONVENTIONAL regulators are 
imprecise and restore battery 

charge levels to approximate 70% of 
maximum. This decreased charge leads 
to sulphation with a resultant decrease in 
battery life, charge inhibiting and even­
tual failure . The TWC regulator now 

THE INNER CIRCLE WINNING RUM 
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allows 100% charging eliminating under 
& overcharging, prevents cell gassing, 
prevents sulphation, increases battery 
life by 2-3 times if new, and allows full 
battery capacity use. 

The heart of the device is a special 
microchip which monitors 'true' battery 
voltage, compensates for ambient 
temperature and circuit losses and com­
putes information so applying the pre­
cise charging level required. Alarm 
functions are also incorporated indicat­
ing when system demands are too high 
or charging is insufficient to meet de­
mand or a faulty alternator. Also an 
alarm is available for high circuit losses 
associated with large voltage drops de­
manding immediate investigation. 

Further details from John Payne, Au­
stralian Marine Technology, P.O. Box 
561, Gosford, 2250 NSW. Phone (043) 
25-2054. 

Emergency Signal, Radar 
Reflector 

T HE recent loss of life in the Mel­
bourne/Osaka yacht race, the 

B. 0. C. yacht race and the tragic cir­
cumstances surrounding the loss of two 
servicemen from the RAN Oberon class 
submarine Otama further highlights the 

In DigiCOURSE systems, the 
compass unit is remotely mounted 
outside the rrajor rragnetic fields 
of the hull and its cargo. It has 
nearly the accuracy and is more 
dependable than a gyro system 
at much less cost. 

difficulties of finding personnel lost at 
sea. One of the most frequent comments 
made by people lost at sea, after their 
rescue, is that they could hear and see 
rescue vessels, but the rescue vessels 
could not see them. Hence the develop­
ment of Life-a-Line, an emergency 
visual signal and radar reflective position 
locator. 

Life-a-Line 1s U.S. Coastguard 
accepted as meeting Solas regulations 
for life rafts and life boat radar reflec­
tors. But it is Life-a-Line's ability to give 
this detection capability to a person in 
the water that makes it so outstanding. 

The compass reads itself opto­
electronically and transmits 
heading data to one or more digital 
displays, rotary bearing repeaters 
and/or a variety of electronic 
navigational devices. Digital and/or 
rotary repeaters can be installed in 
the wheel house and any 
additional convenient locations like 
the afterdeck, navigator's table 
and the captain's cabin. No 
special tools or skills are 

Power requirements are 
flexible: from 12 to 32 voe 
without adjustments. 

needed to install a system 100 
or 200, though the compass c: 
shou ld be compensated by '· 
a competent compass \ 
adj us tor. 

Additional information on the 
DigiCOURSE Systems 

and it components can be obtained from 

With DigiCOURSE data 
conversion units, the compass 
signal can feed heading inform 
ation to satellite navigation, on­
board computers and course 
recorders, gyro repeaters, and 
auto pilots. 

W.DAVIDSON PTY.LTD. 
27 Bennelong Road, Hornebush Bay Phone 
Box 122 , P.O. Hornebush,2 140 648-5988 
Sole Australian A,gents (5 lines) 

Life-a-Line is an emergency signal 
device designed and developed to assist 
in rapid location of personnel who have 
been lost overboard, forced to abandon 
ship or aircraft in seaways or other open 
waters . 

The devise consists of a small cannis­
ter containing a collapsed • radar­
reflective ballon (it looks like curled up 
aluminium foil), two cartridges of 
helium, and a line attaching the ballon to 
the canister. 

When Life-a-Line is activated, the 
silver ballon fills with helium and rises 
to a maximum of 125 feet, depending 
upon wind conditions. Once deployed, 
the ballon resembles a small blimp with 
tails, which are also radar-reflective. 
The ballon can be seen with the naked 
eye at up to 3 miles range on a clear day. 
Boat, ship or airborne radars can 'see' 
the ballon by day, night or in fog. 

Life-a-Line is available from Rossam 
Industries Australia Pty. Ltd., GPO Box 
209, Sydney, 2000. Phone (02) 982-
5778. 

Tropical Sailing Holidays 

T ROPICAL Sailing Holidays offer 
cruising holidays in the Whitsun­

days for 7, 10, 14 or 21 days, with prices 
starting from $495 per person, and what t> 
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amounts to a 'chartering smorgasbord' 
of bareboat, skippered cruises for sing­
les, skippered group or family charters 
and 4-wheel drive/sailing safaris. 

According to Joe Pathe, a fleet of 10 
new Beneteau yachts ranging from 28 to 
42 feet, w ill be in operation within two 
years . 

Contact Tropical Sailing Holidays on 
(02) 419-7544. 

Penguin Marine Deck 
Hardware 

T HE world famous company Pen­
guin Marine Hardware manufac­

turers of the Penguin range of deck 
hardware has joined the Barient­
Sparcraft team. 

This alliance gives Penguin a solid 
environment where product design, in­
novation and development can flourish. 
Penguin started the big boat block busi­
ness back in 1979, when everybody else 
was paying attention only to small 
boats. By concentrating on require­
ments of big boats, Penguin quietly 
turned the industry around. They have 
now introduced many new sizes to their 
range to cater for boats between 30 feet 
up to the maxis. 

Barient winches continue to be manu-

factured by Barlow Marine in Sydney 
while Barlow Marine handle exclusively 
the Sparcraft spars, spinnaker pole fit­
tings and snap shackles and Penguin 
deck hardware. 

Further enquiries to Peter Shipway, 
Marketing Manager, Barlow Marine, 52 
Wentworth St, Granville, NSW. Phone 
(02) 637-9333. 

Dick Hayes joins 
MacDiarmid Sails 

SYDNEY J24 sailor, Dick Hayes, has 
joined MacDiarmid Sails. Hayes, 

who was most recently Advertising 
Manager for Australian Sailing Maga­
zine, will assume responsibility for sales 
and marketing. 

Dick's sailing experience extends to 
considerable one design sailing - having 
taken part in J24 world championships, 
while ha has considerable ocean racing 
experience which includes Sydney to 
Hobart races, Sydney to Noumea, Clip­
per Cup (now Kenwood Cup) in 
Hawaii, Big Boat Series in San Francisco 
in addition to considerable time in race 
tuition. He is past president of the J24 
Association. 

Ian M acDiarmid has made a great 
impact on the Sydney sailing scene since 

WHEN ONE SAILS OVER MILES ■ ■ ■ 

ELCOS 

Arm and sensors in 
anodised marine alloy 
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• Water-resistant cases 
• Alloy frames 
• Shock & scratch proof glass 

Electronic Navigational Instruments 
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MK 1000 Racing system 
• Water resistant light compact 

Nav. station monitor unit. 

• Different models available 
• 2 years warranty spares & service direct from 
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starting his sailmaking business just 
three years ago at Lane Cove. In recent 
seasons the MacDiarmid loft has grown 
to dominance in classes such as the J24, 
Dragon, Cavalier 28, Adams 10, En­
deavour 26 and in skiffs in the 12s and 
18s, while many club racers have bene­
fited from the experience and speed the 
loft has developed . 

Enquiries to MacDiarmid Sails, 32 
Burns Bay Road, Lane Cove, 2066. 
Phone (02) 427-5565. 

Solo Yachtsman's New 
Invention 

IAN Kiernan, the solo around the 
world yachtsman who sailed the Spir­

it of Sydney into sixth place in the BOC 
Challenge domonstrated a new inven­
tion, the McIntyre Water Scoop at the 
Sydney International Boatshow. 

Jointly developed by Kiernan and 
yachting equipment experts Don McIn­
tyre and Jack Christoffersen, the inven­
tion was tested by Kiernan during his 
27,000 nautical mile solo voyage. The 
retractable water scoop greatly assists 
the solo or short-handed yachtsman in 
that it scoops sea water automatically 
filling the water ballast tanks essential in 
short-handed racing. 

and also 

i 

<' t_Jf NEMO 
Jib Furler 

r T-Type completes 
the range of the 
Nemo furlers 

i 
; Newest and 

smallest T-TYPE 

Also available at 
Peter Green 
Ship Chandlers Aus. 

BARBAROSSA - Winches & Deck 
fittings . 

DROFIN - 15hp BLACKLINE 
MAXPROP - Feathering Propeller 
RAD PROP - Folding geared prop 
NEMO - marine alloy deck 

hatches, 5 sizes available 
- stainless steel bilge 
pumps 

TOILETS - Manual & Electric 
FRIDGE - Compressor Units. 






























































































