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''The best thing 
about the 

Birdsville races 
was inspecting 

the track~' 
The Birdsville Track. 

The track begins at Marree, the last 
resting place of the Ghan, some 700 

kilometres north of Adelaide. 

Rain two weeks earlier had carved 

half-metre drops into the banks of the 

normally dry creeks, which criss-cross 

the road. 

Fortunately, the Range Rover's high 

seating has more than scenic value, 

enabling us to spot these washouts and 

negotiate a way around them. 

We made camp for the night 30 

kilometres past Kopperamanna Bore. It was a question sticking 

We'd folded down one-third of the doggedly to the wheel ruts, while the 

Range Rover's asymetrically split rear Range Rover's rubber body mounts and 
seat to extend the already cavernous 

load space. This provided the extra room 

to carry our camping gear without 

cramping the comfort of the two rear 

passengers. 

Range Rover showed their true colours. 

At Coopers Creek, we encountered 

an unstable pile of rubble which had 

been deposited to replace the washed-

long travel suspension worked overtime 

to dampen the constant jolting. 

Approaching Goyders Lagoon the 

rock gave way to sand. Now the ruts had 

set concrete hard. 

The fact that we had a 4-speed auto 
was a godsend, as we could keep both 

hands on the wheel as we weaved our 

way around the deeper drifts and sun­
hardened ruts. 

out road. Then it was across the Diamantina 

Others in a less capable 4WD had River and into Birdsville for the races. 

declined the challenge. We selected low (Population 100. Raceday 3000.) 

ratio and engaged cliff-lock. That's when our navigator made a 

With • power now distributed curious discovery. 

equally to each axle, we gained the The sign at Marree said Birdsville 

traction we needed to claw our way over. was 520km north. The sign at Birdsville 

Once across, we faced 100 said Marree was 553km south. 

kilometres or so of gibber rock, which "We'd better go back;' he said, "and 

was like driving on cobblestones see what we missed'.' 

scattered with marbles. CS, Range Rover. Write your own story. 
Fo r furth er infonnation, or t he name of your nearest dealer, send your business ca rd to Range Rover, Freepost 15,PO Box 59, Liverpool , NSW 2170, or call Sydney 

908 0822, outside Sydney (STD Free) 008 252 022. 

Range Rover is distributed by JRA Limited. 
Forbes Mocfle Honien JR.Ai 6651 



FIRST CRUISING BOATS THAT BRING OUT THE RACER. 

4 

If there is a sailor out there who has never been tempted to do 
a little racing in the course of the family cruise-step right up and 
try something new. 

For everyone else, a First offers you a little extra advantage : easy 
handling, wil ling ways, quick wit. 

Yard by yard, you catch your"opponent". He starts to fiddle with this, to 
tweak that. Soon he is re-trimming his sails -but makes no difference. You 
sweep past. With good grace, of course, a raised hand in salute. 

Later he comes alongside, intrigued but polite. You invite him on board. 
His admiration at the comfort, the room on board makes you smile. It is the 
welcome your First always gives. 

For more information about the First of your choice, write or call: 
Beneteau Australia PTy Ldt. D'Albora Lovett Marine Complex. New 
Beach Road. Ruschcutters Bay 2011. Sydney. Tel (02) 327 2088. 

First 305 First 285 First 235 

BENETEAtr$ 
THE SEA DEMANDS THE BEST 
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Not all our customers stick to the road. 
Caltex is proud to supply the fuel for the radi9 relay vessel, Achilles, in the AWA 

Sydney to Hobart yacht race. 
Caltex products are ideal for all your boating requirements, whether they be diesel 

or outboard fuel, oils or greases. 
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IT could be called "the battlers" AW A 
Sydney-Hobart, figuratively speak­

ing, with the tall poppies of ocean racing 
falling by the waveside so early in the 
44th annual ocean classic. Certainly, the 
1988 race has again underlined the 
toughness of this 630 nautical mile bash 
southwards, a race that can bring every 
yachtsman and every yacht back to the 
common denominator of sound sea­
manship and stout craft in big seas and 
strong winds. Of the 119 yachts which 
started, 38 retired, nearly half of them 
with broken masts or damaged rigging. 

It was the battlers who reached 
Hobart, surviving two days and nights 
of boat and body-breaking seas created 
by the 30-40 knot southerly front 
against a 3-4 knot south-running East 

Australian Current. Out went great 
yachts like Windward Passage II, which 
had started odds-on favourite to take 
line honours and generally tipped to 
have a strong chance to win the double. 
Out went the Admiral's Cup aspirants, 
Madeline's Daughter and Ronstan Ultimate 
Challenge, the swift Hamm er of Queens­
land, the little Chutzpah from Mel­
bourne, whose sistership Illusion even­
tually won the 1988 classic. 

The three top battlers at the end of a 
race which, for two days, battered the 
fleet , then got slower and slower as they 
sailed southwards, were line honours 
winner Ragamuffin, and the two newly 
launched IOR racers which finished first 
and second overall, the Davidson 34 
Illusion from Melbourne and the Farr 40 

AMII Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race 

Southern Cross from Sydney. Close with 
them was the internationally successful 
SO-footer Great News, which was second 
to finish the race and fourth overall on 
corrected time. 

STORM BA Y's Cape Raoul provides a 
magnificent backdrop to Richard Bennett 's 
late evening picture of the veteran Sydney 
sloop Mark Twain as she sailed the fina l 30 
miles of the 630 nautical mile A WA 
Sydney-Hobart. 

''The Battlers'' 
Sydney-Hobart 

By Peter Campbell 
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1988 AWA Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 

While Syd Fischer admitted gracious­
ly that the best maxi in the fleet didn't 
win, the retirement of the innovative 
Windward Passage II should not detract 
from the seamanship of Syd and his 
crew in battling their way through gale 
and calm to take line honours. And Syd 
Fischer must rank as a "battler" when it 
comes to the Hobart race. 

This was his 21st race to Hobart and 
Y>e first time he has collected a major 
trophy in Australia's ocean classic. With 
his string of ocean racing yachts named 
Ragamuffin he has captained winning 
teams in the Admiral's Cup in England, 
the Clipper Cup in Hawaii and is the 
only Australian yachtsman to have won 
a Fastnet Race. Two seconds and three 
thirds on corrected time, a third across 
the line with his Ragamuffins, but not 
until 1988 a winner. 

Admittedly, the competition fell by 
the waveside, but the name of the game 
is to complete those 630 nautical miles 
down the NSW South Coast, across 
Bass Strait and down the East Coast of 
Tasmania to the Derwent River and 
Hobart. Hammer of Queensland was the 
first big boat to go, snapping off the tip 
of her mast when the top of the mainsail 
pulled away from the headboard. 
Arthur Bloore must be the most luckless 
yacht owner in Australia, only once 
finishing a Hobart race in six attempts. 

Next to go, causing an early-morning 
sensation, was the front runner Wind-

NEWLY launched 
Farr 40, Southern 

Cross, sails slowly up 
the Derwent River 

below a cloud-shrouded 
Mount Wellington. 
Owned by Sydney 

yachtsman Bill Gilbert, 
Southern Cross 

finished second overall 
and first in her division . 

(Pie- Richard 
Bennett) 

ward Passage II, reporting "a problem 
that could not be fixed aboard". Amid 
conjecture that there had been a struc­
tural problem, Rod Muir admitted that 
his $3.7 million supermaxi had just that. 
He showed how the huge monocoque 
composite laminate hull had developed 
stress cracks on the aft deck and around 
the cockpit, spreading from where holes 
had been cut for steering compasses. 

A deeply disappointed Muir said the 
yachts had crashed heavily off several 
"backless" waves, likening this to driv­
ing a semi-trailer off the top of a 
two-storey building. The stern of the 
hull had apparently twisted in the wave 
motion, causing the cracks which, had 
they continued, might have seen the 
stern literally break off the boat. "Our 
problem was we couldn't slow the boat 
down," he said. 

It was, Muir said, something that 
could be repaired quite easily and he 
planned to go ahead with his European 
campaign later in the year, which in­
cludes the 1989 Fastnet Race. 

While some yachtsmen have express­
ed concern at the structural problems 
arising in such an expensive yacht, one 
who didn't was Syd Fischer. Windward 
Passage II was a prototype of a great 
technical advance in maxi yacht con­
struction, he pointed out, and as such 
was bound to have some problems. His 
next ocean racing yacht (the aluminium­
hulled Ragamuffin is for sale) would be a 
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laminated composite hulled boat as all 
the new America's Cup class yachts 
would be "plastic" . 

In fact, outside of The Passage, few 
yachts were forced out of the Sydney­
Hobart because of hull damage, despite 
the steep seas off the NSW South Coast. 
Peter Kurts' Madeline's Daughter suffered . 
a steering problem, Lou Abrahams' 
Ronstan Ultimate Challenge broke a boom 
when sailing comfortably under full 
main and number four headsail. Chutz­
pah, one of the two new Davidson 34s 
from Melbourne, had a mast problem. 

All were well placed when forced to 
retire, Windward Passage II leading the 
fleet off Ulladulla, 140 miles south of 
Sydney after only 12 hours of sailing. 
Madeline's Daughter was in second place 
on corrected time and sailing like a 
potential winner when she was forced 
out on the third day at sea. 

Crew injury caused several retire­
ments with several yachts making 
dashes into South Coast ports. For­
tunately, the only serious incident was 
the head injuries suffered by a crew 
member of the Melbourne yacht Kingur­
ra who was "hit on the head by the boom 
leaving Sydney Harbour. He insisted the 
boat sail on, but his condition deterio­
rated next day and had to be rushed to 
hospital. Seasickness was, not unex­
pectedly in the rough conditions, the 
cause of several retirements and certain­
ly the below optimum performance of 
several yachts over the first couple of 
days . 

As the battlers neared the Far South 
Coasi: ofNSW, the southerly blew itself 
out, leaving a confused sea. But lurking 
around the corner in Bass Strait was a 
nasty sou'wester, with more vicious seas 
roaring across "The Paddock" after 
battering the yachts racing out of Mel­
bourne in the races to Devonport and 
Hobart via the West Coast of Tasmania. 
These fleets, too, were severely reduced 
by the stormy conditions. 

All the time, most of the yachts in the 
AW A race from Sydney were maintain­
ing their courses well to the east of the 
rhumbline, their navigators plotting a 
landfall not much before Tasman Island. 
As Ragamuffin led the fleet towards 
Eddystone Point on the North-East tip 
of Tasmania, the wind began to ease, 
although she was still 60 miles off the 
coast. 

By 6.30 on the morning of December 
30, the 80-footer was 45 miles to sea­
ward of St Patrick's Head, with 180 
miles to sail to the finish, slowing down 
from 9 knots to less than 6 knots and 
covering only 60 miles in 17 hours 
overnight. Astern of her, the rest of the 
fleet was slowing down as the sou'wes­
ter blew itself out into the Tasman Sea. 
And the top positions on the computer 
print-outs spilling out at race headquar­
ters at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasma-



nia were showing significant placings on 
corrected time. 

Illusion, the little Davidson 34 from 
Melbourne's Sandringham Yacht Club, 
had been displaced as overall leader 
overnight by Great News, the powerful 
SO-footer from Sydney, which was also 
running second in the fleet some 60 
miles astern of Ragamuffin. Figuring 
high on the print-outs was Southern 
Cross, the state-of-the-art Farr 40 which 
had been launched in Sydney just over a 
week before the start of the Sydney­
Hobart. So too was the veteran but 
re-keeled Middle Harbour Express, along 
with the former West Australian Farr 
40, Prime Factor. Other One Tonners 
were coming into the picture, including 
the Canberra-owned Nadia IV and two 
past Sydney-Hobart winners, both Farr 
40s - Indian Pacific, now owned in 
Geelong, and Sheraton Hobart, the for­
mer Sagacious. 

As she passed Tasman Peninsula dur­
ing the afternoon, Ragamuffin was be­
calmed for hours, the rest of the fleet 
closing the gap slowly. During the 
night, the still fighting Ragamuffin crew 
worked their way around Tasman Island 
and swept across Storm Bay and up the 
Derwent to finish at 4.17 on a chilly, 
drizzly morning - but still with a 
traditional Hobart welcome of floating 
jazz band and other nocturnal enthu­
siasts, including Commodores David 
Kellett and Bob Cooper from the 
CYCA and the RYCT. 

It was an obviously delighted, but still 
taciturn Syd Fischer who admitted to 
reporters that it was "good" to finally 
win a Sydney-Hobart, even line hon­
ours rather than the more sought-after 
corrected -time first place overall. There 
had been some problems, he said, near 
the finish, apart from the long period of 
no wind north of Tasman Island. The 
steering system had packed up, but Syd 
showed his seamanship by steering with 
the sails while crew members spent half 
an hour in the bowels of the maxi fixing 
the problem. 

Anything else, Syd? "Oh, my glasses 
got broken." No further explanations 
were forthcoming about the race, but 
later that day Syd and I discussed the 
modern ocean racing yacht. He admits 
there have been changes for better in 
design, hull construction, rigs and sails 
since he began ocean racing more than 
20 years ago . 

However, he pointed out that the 44th 
Sydney-Hobart indicated that yachts­
men were still catching up with the 
technique of handling lightweight yach­
ting in a seamanlike manner. He was 
critical, in particular, of the modern 
concept of using crew as a stability 
factor. " I don't think the designers and 
builders have come to grips with what 
the boat really has to go through in a 
race like this. They don't understand the 

stresses, and these modern lightweight 
yachts rely too much on crew weight for 
stability. 

"I reckon if they ever get a race like 
the 1979 Fastnet (where 15 crewmen 
died at sea) there's going to be a hell of a 
lot of deaths. The blokes will be too 
buggered, if trouble strikes, to know 
what to do to save themselves." 

Syd plans to sell the nine-year-old 
Ragamuffin, the Frers-designed alumin­
ium 80-footer which, as Bumblebee 4, 
took line honours in the 1979 Sydney­
Hobart and concentrate on another chal­
lenge for the America 's Cup. He'll be 
back with another ocean racer - and it 
will be "plastic" - in yet another bid to 
become the real winner of a Sydney­
Hobart, taking first place overall on 
corrected time. 

Ragamuffin's time for the 630 nautical 
mile course was 3 days 15 hours · 29 
minutes 7 seconds - more than 24 
hours outside the race record set by the 
US maxi Kialoa in 1975. It was the 
slowest time since Vengeance got the gun 
in 1981, but overall the race turned out 
to be one of the slowest in its modern 
history . 

With Ragamuffin alongside Hobart 's 
Elizabeth Street Pier, it became a long 
day of waiting ashore - and at sea. 
Great News had until 10.06pm that 
night, to beat Ragamuffin on corrected 
time, the One Tonner Southern Cross 
had until 8.37am the following day and 
the tiny Illusion , 152 miles out, had until 
just before seven o'clock the following 
evening to beat the maxi. Great News, 
the great Farr 50 owned by David 
Forbes of Sydney and John Calvert-

CHARGING off to 
Hobart,from bottom of 
pie- Centurian (Ian 
Twentyman, Vic), 
Dictator (Dick Fidock, 
SA), Sciandra (Craig 
Escott, Tas), Planet X 
Uoe Goddard, NSW) 
and Tradition (David 
Gough, Tas). (Pic­
David Clare) 

Jones of Melbourne, failed by eight 
minutes after being becalmed for four 
hours north of Tasman. Southern Cross, 
Bill Gilbert's brand new Farr 40, swept 
across the line, fourth in the fleet , at 7.30 
on the morning of December 31 to 
become the new provisional first placed 
yacht on corrected time. 

But the tiny Illusion, 34-feet long but 
looking smaller, picked up an afternoon 
seabreeze and carried a spinnaker up the 
Derwent to become the winner, with 
Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania race 
director Rohan Johnston declaring her 
unbeatable that evening - although 
there were still more than 50 yachts 
spending News Year's Eve at sea . 

Illusion, skippered by Gino Knezic, 
thus became only the second Victorian 
yacht to win a Sydney-Hobart, the other 
being Lou Abrahams ' Challenge II in 
1983. Southern Cross finished second, 
Ragamuffin took third, with Great News 
fourth - a great result for the Interna­
tional Offshore Rule's Mark IIIA ratings 
with a threequarter tonner first , a one 
tonner second, a maxi yacht third and a 
SO-footer fourth. 

Illusion and fellow Victorian yacht 
Chutzpah are the latest Davidson 34s 
from the design board of New Zealand's 
Laurie Davidson, giving him his second 
victory in the Sydney-Hobart in three 
years. Both yachts were built in Mel­
bourne by that master craftsman Ken 
Jago, using the same SP Systems pack­
age used in the construction of the maxi, 
Windward Passage II . Ross Lloyd, of 
North Sails loft in Melbourne, designed 
the -sails and sailed aboard Illusion as 
principal helmsman. LaMer of Mel-
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1988 AWA Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 

bourne made the specially tapered spar, 
a double spreader rig with diamonds . 

With Illusion, launched in November, 
there was time to find and overcome an 
initial mast fault , at the spreader attach­
ment, whereas Chutz pah had the same 
problem during the race and had to 
retire. 

It was a well-deserved victory for 
Gino Knezic, born on a Yugoslavian­
Italian island near Trieste and migrating 
to Australia 27 years ago. A successful 
Melbourne property developer, he took 
up yachting 10 years ago, firstly with a 
Cole 23 trailable yacht. His most suc­
cessful yacht, until Illusion, was Savage, 
a Van de Stadt DBl which he imported 
direct from Europe, winning the Mel­
bourne-Devonport race twice, the 
Ocean Racing Club of Victoria IOR 
winter series twice, as well as the Peters­
ville Regatta . 

Knezic said he believed Illusion had 
won the race because of the crew's 
ability to keep the 34-footer sailing at an 
average speed of about 6.5 knots 
throughout the wild first night at sea 
when many bigger boats were forced to 
drastically reduce sail and slow down. 
She was always in the first 15 or so 
yachts in the fleet , maintaining and 
improving her place as the winds eased, 
finally crossing the line 13th. 

If Illusion proves she can beat the One 
Tonners in round-the-buoys racing in 
the Petersville Regatta and the Geelong 
Australia Day Regatta, Knezic will con­
sider taking the Davidson 34 to Greece 
for the 1989 world Threequarter Ton 
Cup. 

One cannot detract from the magnifi­
cent effort of Bill Gilbert and his crew of 
Southern Cross, his New Zealand-built 
(by Franklins at Christchurch) Farr 40. 

NA VY entrant, Lady Penhyn of Nirimba, 
sported this white ensign spinnaker as she 
headed down the NSW South Coast after the 
start from Sydney. Spinnaker runs ended late 
that afternoon when the southerly buster hit the 
fleet. 

The high-tech hull was launched in 
Sydney less than a week before the race 
start, with the crew having one race in 
the AW A ocean racing championship to 
tune-up the rig. Like Ilh1sion, they also 
maintained a good boatspeed in the 
stormy two days and finished the race in 
fourth place, beating many larger boats 
home. 

Gilbert plans to campaign the royal­
blue hulled Farr 40 for a berth in the 
1989 Admiral's Cup in England. 

The performances of Illusion and 
Southern Cross, launched so close to their 
first major race, underlines the profes­
sionalism of those now involved in the 

building and setting up of the modern 
fractional-rig ocean racing yacht and the 
skill of those who can step aboard a 
brand new yacht and win or go so close 
to winning. 

The AW A ocean racing cham­
pionship, introduced as a series leading . 
up to the Sydney-Hobart in the non­
Southern Cross C up years, turned out 
to be rather a fiasco this time. Only a 
handful of yachts completed the entire 
four-race series and there was only one 
interstate entry in the three lead-up 
races. The winner, ·incidentally, was 
Great News. 

Only two overseas yachts contested 
the 1988 AW A . Sydney-Hobart, some­
what of a disappointment in the 
Bicentennial Year - the American fast 
cruising yacht Longhorn and the Russian 
sloop Veter. Veter, entered by the Far 
Eastern Shipping Company Yacht Club 
of Vladivostock, was the first Soviet 
yacht to contest a major international 
ocean race in the western world. 

Veter, a masthead 42-footer, was 27th 
boat to complete the race, placed 35th 
overall on corrected time, a good result 
considering that she was an outdated 
design, quite unsuited for the light 
winds which prevailed after the first two 
days. Skipper Pavel Vassilchenko said 
the Russians were quite satisfied with 
their performance and said they would 
be back in 1990, hopefully with a new 
One Tonner. 

Results in both the IOR and Illing­
worth (A YF t.c.f. handicaps) were 
spread right across the fleet with yachts 
owned in Victoria, NSW, Tasmania, the 
ACT and Tasmania winning trophies. 
Indeed, a race of all seasons, but essen­
tially a race for the "battlers" of ocean 
racing, figuratively speaking. 

EastSail 
Sydney's newest and most 
progressive YACHT 
CHARTER company! 

Large range of new boats ranging 24 to 37ft. 
Spacesailor 24, Cavalier 30, 34 and 37. Beneteau 350 

All boats skippered or bareboat- complete with furling sails 
Fully equipped galley, charts, full MSB survey equipment. 

d'Albora Marina, Rushcutters Bay (nexttoCYCA) 
ph (02) 327-1166 fax (02) 327-8273 P.O. Box 1162 Potts Point 2011 
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1988 A WA Sydney-Hobart Race 

Day by Day ... 

DAY ONE - The Start: (1300 hours): 

FOLLOWING several late with­
drawals, a fleet of 119 yachts lined 

up at 1300 hours for the start of the 
Bicentennial Year AW A Sydney to 
Hobart, the 44th race down the South 
Coast of New South Wales, across Bass 
Strait and down the East Coast of 
Tasmania to Tasman Island and the final 
leg across Storm Bay and up the Der­
went River to Hobart. 

Although fewer than the Southern 
Cross Cup of 1987, the fleet was consi­
dered a satisfactory one, although a little 
short on maxi yachts . Sovereign, the 
1987 winner and first Australian yacht to 
win the line/corrected time double, was 
still in the United States and the two 
Whitbread Race maxis from New Zea­
land did not make it. 

Nevertheless, it was an interesting 
line-up of yachts from all Australian 
States, including several newly launched 

boats and several contenders for the 
1989 Australian Admiral's Cup team. 
Highlights were the appearance of Rod 
Muir's sensational new maxi, Windward 
Passage II, and the first Russian yacht to 
contest a major ocean race in the West, 
Veter, from Vladivostok . 

With a light northerly of 8-10 knots, 
the fleet had to work to the Heads after 
once again starting from two lines, 300 
metres apart, and turning different 
marks at the Heads. As Governor 
General Sir Ninian Stephen fired the gun 
aboard HMAS Parramatta , the first line 
of big boats got away perfectly with 
Windward Passage II going for a dashing 
start at the leeward end of the line, 
Tasmania's Mirrabooka winning the start 
at the Committee Boat end. Windward 
Passage II cleared the Heads in 14 mi­
nutes followed by Hammer of Queensland 
and Ra~amuffin. 

0 VERCAS T weather for the start of the 1988 
A WA Sydney-Hobart classic, still brought 
Sydneysiders in their thousands 011 the harbour 
for the spectacular event. Two lines again 
proved successful. (Pie - Max Press) 

The only mishaps were an entangle­
ment between Helsa/ II and Sir Thomas 
Sopwith which saw Helsa/ II lose its 
masthead instruments and a collision in 
which Ocean Blue Resorts suffered a 
minor holing. 

Back on the second line, however, 
there was a lot of jostling, particularly at 
the leeward end with a number of boats 
forced over and then having to return 
around the ends. Three yachts were later 
recalled by radio - 20 minutes after the 
start. There were also several protestable 
incidents as the fleet tacked down the 
Harbour, with eight yachts electing to 
do 720 degree penalty turns once they 
cleared the Heads. No protests were 
lodged. 

The first retirement from the fleet 
came at the Heads, with the Victorian 
sloop Insatiable, skippered by George 
Wilson, losing her rig as she rounded the 
mark after a chain plate pulled out. 
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1988 AWA Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 

DAY ONE- Sked One (1700 hours): 

CANBERRA yachtsman Teki Dalton col­
lected silver goblets with a second place in 
Division B with Nadia IV. (Pie - Peter 
Campbell) 

O NCE they cleared the sea mark 
two miles east of Sydney Heads, 

all yachts set spinnakers for a fast reach 
before the freshening nor 'easter. Most 
navigators elected for a course to take 
them all out to sea to pick up the 3-4 
knot current running southwards 
beyond the continental shelf. 

By sked time, four hours after the 
start, with the nor'easter freshening to 
20 knots, the main bulk of the fleet was 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 1. Date: 26 Dec 1988. Time: 17:00 

Yacht Overall State/ Divisional Position 
Posn. Country MAX A B C D Dist. To Go 

PLANETX 1 NSW 1 594.8 
MADELINE'S DAUGHTER 2 NSW 1 589.5 
GREAT NEWS 3 NSW 2 587.8 
SOUTHERN CROSS 4 NSW 591.5 
FIRETEL 5 NSW 2 595.4 
INDIAN PACIFIC 6 NSW 593.4 
WINDWARD PASSAGE II 7 NSW 580.9 
CENTURIO N 8 VIC 2 594.1 
MISTRESS AGAIN 9 NSW 3 593.8 
HAMMER OF QUEENSLAND 10 QLD 2 582.0 

DAY TWO - Sked Two (0630 hours): 

O VERNIGHT the · scene at sea 
changed dramatically as the 40 

knot southerly front against the 3-4 knot 
south-running current whipped up con­
fused, short seas off the NSW South 
Coast. From a pleasant spinnaker run 
southwards, the race had once again 
turned into a battle against wind and sea, 
yachts bucketing into strong headwinds 
and battering seas during the night. 

Also out of the race by midnight was 
the little Half Tonner Half Hour with 
torn sails and Mr Bojangles because of 
crew exhaustion and seasickness . The 
Navy yacht Franklin, the oldest yacht in 
the fleet was making for Sydney after 
taking in water and race veteran Stormy 
Petrel was under tow back to Sydney 
after a steering failure. 

Within 10 hours of the start, 11 yachts 
had retired. 

Then, at 1. 35am came the shock news 
that race favorite and fleet leader Wind-

already abeam of Wollongong, but well 
out to sea. Windward Passage II was 
setting a cracking pace, sailing just 
under 50 miles in four hours, but only a . 
mile ahead of Ragamuffin, closely fol­
lowed by Hammer of Queensland. 

In the moderate to fresh running 
conditions, the fleet was closely bun­
ched, with those yachts which got an 
early break through the Heads and clear 
of the confused seaway figuring prom­
inently in the A WA computer's assess­
ment of corrected time placings. 

With less than 20 miles between first 
and last after four hours of sailing, the 
little Half Tonner Planet X was overall 
leader on corrected time, from Admir­
al's Cup team contenders Madeline's 
Daughter, Great News and the newly 
launched One Tonner Southern Cross. 
Ultimate winner, Illusion, was 14th on 
corrected time. 

Windward Passage II was seventh 
overall. 

As the yachts were reporting their 
positions, the forecast southerly front 
was moving swiftly up the NSW South 
Coast, but with more wind than had 
been predicted. In fact, many of the fleet 
was still sending their positions when 
the "buster" hit at 40 knots. 

Three yachts were dismasted in the 
first minutes, the blast from the south 
coming almost without warning. Ven­
ture I and Indian Pacific from Sydney, 
and Mistress Again from Gosford had 
their rigs whipped out by the wind and a 
sudden change in sea conditions. 

ward Passa~e II, had been forced to 
retire. Skipper Rod Muir advised race 
officials that he was returning to Syd­
ney , but gave no details of the reason 
except to say that the supermaxi had 
damage that could not be repaired at sea . 
At the time the SO-footer was off Ulla­
dulla, 90 miles south of Sydney, leading 
the fleet from Ragamuffin. 

It was not until Windward Passage II 
returned to the CYC in the afternoon 
that Muir revealed that the unique 
monoque hull had suffered stress cracks 
in the aft deck and cockpit area. 

During the night, the top Victorian 
One Tonner Rons/an Ultimate Cha llenge 

Just before midnight, the CYCA re­
ceived word that another three yachts 
had broken their masts - the little 
Victorian yachts Fly by N ight and Nan­
tucket, and the "pocket maxi" Hammer of 
Queensland which had been only-a mile 
astern of race favorite Windward Passage 
II when the sou them first hit the fleet. 
The top of the mast broke when the sail 
pulled out of the headboard and began 
flogging wildly. 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 2. Date: 27 Dec 1988. Time: 06:30 

Yacht Overall 
Posn. 

ILLUSION I 
MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 2 

Hammer's retirement added to a long 
list of luckless Hobarts for owner 
Arthur Bloore. Among his crew was 
CYCA Commodore David Kellett who 
the previous year had skippered 
Soverei~n to her double victory. 

GREAT NEWS 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 
FERRIS AUDIO 
SOUTHERN CROSS 
RAGAMUFFIN 
MADELINE'S DAUGHTER 
DON PEDRO 
HUMMINGBIRD 
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State/ 
Country 
VIC 
NSW 
NSW 
VIC 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
VI C 

Divisional Position 
MAX A B C D Dist. To Go 

1 523.2 
520.3 
506.2 

1 519. 0 
2 520.2 
3 520.2 

486.0 
2 51 7. 6 

2 531.4 
3 530.7 



broke her boom - a bitter blow for Lou 
Abrahams, the only Victorian to have 
ever won a Sydney-Hobart, with his 
previous yacht, Challenge II. 

By the morning of the second day of 
the race, 19 yachts had retired from the 
race, leaving 100 still racing to Hobart 
with the nine-year-old Ragamuffin now 
leading the fleet southwards. Another 
yacht, Otelia, had to put into Jervis Bay 
with a crewman who had crushed a 
hand in a block during the stormy night. 
The Victorian yacht Billabong had also 
returned to Sydney to send to hospital a 
crewman whose condition had deterio­
rated after being hit by the boom sailing 
out through the Heads the previous 
afternoon. 

Position reports at 0630 showed Raga­
muffin a clear leader, 144 miles south of 

ROD MUIR, owner/skipper of maxi yacht 
Windward Passage II, flew to Hobart to 
receive A WA offshore championship 
trophies while the SJ. 7 million 80jooter was 
having hull damage repaired back in Sydney. 
(Pie - Peter Campbell) 

Sydney, and 18 miles ahead of Montano 
Realty's Animal Farm, followed closely 
by Great News, ANZ McCaughans Helsa/ 
and the Canberra-owned Doctor Who. 
The One Tonners Indian Pacific and 
Southern Cross, along with the new 
Davidson 34 from Victoria, Illusion, and 
the older Davidson 36, Middle Harbour 
Express, were exceptionally well placed 
having apparently maintained good 
boatspeed throughout the night. 

Ultimate winner Illusion 's name leapt 
into prominence for the first time, plac­
ing first overall and in Division D. 
Middle Harbour Express, which became 
famous in Hawaii in the 1980 Clipper 
Cup in Hawaii as Gold Coast Express, 
was second overall, followed by the Farr 
50, Great News, and former race winner, 
Indian Pacific, now owned in Geelong. 

DAY TWO - Sked Three (1500 hours): On corrected time, Ragamuffin headed 
the list from Madeline's Daughter, Great 
News, with Illusion hanging in there, 
followed by Middle Harbour Express, 
Indian Pacific and Ferris Audio . The 
strongly fancied new Davidson 34 from 
Victoria, Chutzpah, retired with rigging 
problems, along with Northern Territory 
Spirit from Darwin, Ocean Road from 
Launceston, Padam II from Melbourne, 
Raucous and Revelation, while the fast 
Sydney Davidson 34, Singapore Girl 
joined the list of mastless yachts. ' 

B Y the afternoon sked of the second 
day at sea, retirements from the 

race had reached 23, with two more 
yachtsman suffering injuries in the 
rough seas, despite moderating souther­
ly winds. The skipper of St Jude, Dr 
Harry House, who returned to ocean 
racing after recovering from a broken 
neck, suffered in a snow skiing accident 
10 years ago, was taken ashore by his 
crew at Jervis Bay to have a gashed shin 
treated. 

The little Tasmanian sloop Derwent 
Lass also dropped off an injured crew 
member at Botany Bay, but then con­
tinued in the race, ultimately becoming 
the last boat to finish the long race. 

Race leader Ragamuffin, which as 
Bumblebee 4 took line honors in the 1979 
Hobart race for then owner Johii Kahl­
betzer, continued to power southwards. 
By the 1500 sked on the second day she 
had opened up a commanding lead that 

placed the SO-footer not only first on the 
water but first in computer assessments 
of corrected time placings. By now she 
had sailed 216 miles in 26 hours, leading 
Great News by 40 miles. Third in the 
fleet was Madeline's Daughter, followed 
by ANZ McCaughans Helsa/ (Helsa/ III), 
Doctor Who, the Tasmanian 46-footer 
Mirrabcioka and Montano Realty 's Animal 
Farm. 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 3. Date: 27 Dec 1988. Time: 15:00 

Yacht Overall 
Posn. 

RAGAMUFFIN I 
MADELINE'S DAUGHTER 2 
GREAT NEWS 3 
ILLUSION 4 
MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 5 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 6 
FERRIS AUDIO 7 
OCEAN BLUE RESORTS 8 
SOUTHERN CROSS 9 
MIRRABOOKA 10 

State/ 
Country 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
VIC 
NSW 
VIC 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
TAS 

Divisional Position 
MAXA BC 

I 
1 
2 

3 

1 
2 
3 
4 

D Dist. To Go 
414.3 
462.9 
453.9 
483.0 
477.4 
477.9 
478.3 
477.0 
480.4 
472.4 

DAY THREE - Sked Four (0630 hours): 
the morning by All That Jazz (rigging 
problems) and Tasmania's Ventura 
Highway. 

N OT long after the afternoon sked 
of the previous day there were 

more retirements, including Carina and 
Night Raider, with Pemberton IV dis­
masted in the early evening. So by the 
time CYC radio operator "Tweetie" 
Thompson began his morning roll-call 
at 0630 from aboard Achilles II, the fleet 
had been depleted by 27 yachts. 

After a night of lighter winds off the 
Far South Coast of NSW, the main 
bunch of the fleet was hit by a hard 
sou'wester as they sailed past Gabo 
Island and headed into Bass Strait, 
although well east of the rhumbline. 

Short, steep seas generat·ed by 20-30 
knots against the tide again began to 
take their toll and short! y before the 
morning sked the 1987 Admiral's Cup 
yacht, Madeline's Daughter, along with 
Wild Oats reported their retirements. 
Madeline's Daughter suffered steering 
problems and put into Eden while Wild 
Oats ripped her kevlar mainsail in two, 
motoring to Bateman's Bay. Uptown 
Girl was dismasted , putting into Eden. 

Turkey Shoot from Tasmania was 
another early morning casualty, losing 
her rudder and being towed into Eden. 
These retirements were joined later in 

While Ragamuffin continued to lead 
the fleet, close reaching in fresh condi­
tions across Bass Strait, 45 miles ahead 
of Great News, with Doctor Who and 
Mirrabooka six miles astern, the handicap 
position had changed overnight. The 
0630 position reports placed Illusion 
back at the top as she sailed a brilliant 
race, only 90 miles astern of Ragamuffin, 
and ahead on the water of many larger 
yachts . 

Great News was second, Middle Har­
bour Express third and Ragamuffin a close 
fourth, followed by the new One Ton­
ner Southern Cross. 
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1988 !ii::; 

year 
where exotic state of the art boats 
competed for yachting's highest 
honours. 

After the dedication, toil and grind one 
common element was dominant on these 
high excitement, high performance 
machines - Barient Winches. 

Barient is standard on the 
world's top racing boats. 
Propaganda ( World One Ton 
Champion), Great News 
(Kenwood Cup Victor), Il 
Mora de Venezia II (World 
Maxi Champion), Stars and 
Stripes (Dennis Connors 
America's Cup Defender) and 
Pete Blakes around Australia 
Bicentennial Race winner 
Steinlager I all selected 

Southern Cross Cup 

Kenwood Cup 

Americas Cup 1988 

One Ton Cup 1988 

San Francisco Big Boat Series 

World Maxi Championship 

Round Australia Bicentennial Race 

Barient for that extra winning 
performance. 

The list of results this year is 
staggering, it shows when sailors 
demand raw power and reliability 

in their winches, they demand 
Barient. 

Barient Winches, Sparcraft Masts 
(UK &USA), Penguin Hardware, 

manufactured and exclusively 
distributed in Australia by: 

BARLOW 
MARINE 
52 Wentworth Street 
Granville NSW 2142 
Phone (02) 637 9333 
Fax (02) 637 9323 

Madeline's Daughter/Sagacious V* 1st Australia 

Great News/Sagacious V*/Esanda Way* 1st Australia 

Stars & Stripes Winner 

Propaganda 1st 

Il Moro De Venezia II (Maxi Class) 1st 

Great News (50' C lass) 1st 

II Moro De Venezia II World Champion 

Steinlager I 1st 

'PARTIAL 



At this stage, Ragamuffin, had just 
over 300 miles to sail, but she was well 
outside Kialoa's record-setting position 
of 1975, with the fleet now down to 85 

yachts following the retirement of 35 
boats, 14 of them through mast or 
rigging failures. 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 4. Date: 28 Dec 1988. Time: 06:30 

Yacht Overall State/ Divisional Position 
Posn. Country MAX A B C D Dist. To Go 

ILLUSION I VIC 1 388. 5 
GREAT NEWS 2 NSW 343. 0 
MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 3 NSW 385.5 
RAGAMUFFIN 4 NSW 297. 4 
SOUTHERN CROSS 5 NSW 1 379.0 
PRIME FACTOR 6 NSW 2 381.4 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 7 VIC 3 389.4 
OCEAN BLUE RESORTS 8 NSW 4 386.6 
CHALLENGE II 9 NSW 2 380.7 
MIRRABOOKA JO TAS 3 374.8 

DAY THREE - Sked Five (1500 hours): 

A S more yachts sailed into the south­
westerly front and heavy seas in 

exposed Bass Strait there were more 
retirements. City Limits, the sole Kiama 
entry in the race, broke its mast at 11am 
and headed back to Eden. A couple of 
hours later the Victorian yacht Casablan­
ca suffered its second setback of the race 
and also headed back to Eden. The 15.24 

Ragamuffin approaching the north-east 
tip of Tasmania, 66 miles in front of 
Great News, closely followed by Doctor 
Who and Helsa/ II. The Farr 40, Southern 
Cross, was a remarkable fifth in the fleet, 
118 miles astern of Ragamuffin and ahead 

TASMANIAN Craig Escott , skipper of 
Solandra, collects some silverware from 
RYCT Commodore Bob Cooper. 
{Pie - Peter Campbell) 

of much bigger boats as Mirrabooka, 
ANZ McCaughan's Helsa/ and Montano 
Realty's Animal Farm. Also exceptionally 
well placed was the former Sydney­
Hobart winner Indian Paci.fie, while the 
little Davidson 34 Illusion was 13th in 
the fleet, also ahead of many larger 
boats. 

In the hard sail across Bass Strait, the 
handicap lead changed, with Great News 

metre sloop from Geelong had broken PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
its boom the first night at sea but carried Schedule: 5. Date: 28 Dec 1988. Time: 15:00 
on in the ra:-e; this time the rudder Yacht Overall State/ Divisional Position 
sheared off and that was the end of the Posn. Country MAX A B C D Dist. To Go 

284.0 
21 7. 4 
347. 8 
325.6 
346.8 
338.2 
342.7 
325.9 
348.5 
345.4 

race for Casablanca. GREAT NEWS 1 NSW 1 
Apollo Batteries also arrived back in RAGAMUFFIN 2

3 
NSW 

ILLUSION VIC 
Sydney that· afternoon, having been SOUTHERN CROSS 4 NSW 
forced to pull out on the first night with MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 5 NSW 
rigging failure. INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 6 VIC 

With the well-placed Farr 43s, Made- PRIME FACTOR 7
8 

NSW 
MIRRABOOKA T AS 

line's Daughter and Wild Oats out of the SHERATON HOBART 9 TAS 
fleet, the on-the-water situation saw OCEAN BLUE RESORTS 10 NSW 

LINE honors winner Syd Fischer and two of his crew with some of the trophies he won with 
his maxi yacht Ragamuffin, line honors winner of th e A WA Sydney-Hobart. (Pie - Peter 
Campbell) 

2 

2 
3 

4 
5 

powering to the top of the computer 
standings on corrected time from Raga­
muffin and Illusion. Between skeds, the 
smaller yachts lost a little ground, with 
Illusion dropping from first to third 
place, Middle Harbour Express from third 
to sixth. Great News moved from second 
to first, Ragamuffin from fourth to 
second, while the One Tonner Southern 
Cross lifted from fifth to fourth. 

At this stage of the race Ragamuffin 
had a commanding handicap lead in the 
Maxi Division. Great News led Division 
A, Southern Cross a closely fought Divi­
sion B, while Middle Harbour Express 
was well ahead in Division C and 
Illusion a clear leader in Division D . In 
fact, the second-placed Division D boat 
in the fleet was Solandra, back in 20th 
place overall. 

If the breeze held off Tasmania's East 
Coast, it looked as if Ragamuffin would 
cross the finish line at Hobart late the 
following afternoon or early evening. 
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BROOKES & GATEHOUSE - Hydra 330 

Hydra 330 is the first and only instrument system 
to give you all the information you need from one Full­
Function Display. Speed, depth, compass heading, 
log, timer, VMG, wind speed and direction are all 
available plus much more. 

Hydra 330 can be fitted anywhere you want -
above or below deck. For more information or more 
convenient control, simply add more displays. 

And of course, Hydra 330 comes with B&G's 
unique 3 year, worldwide warranty. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
(02) 997 5411 

Distributed by Peter Green Shipchandlers Australia Pty Ltd. 

PE .____________ EN 

Oceans of Experience. For Everything at Sea. 

QUEENSLAND 
(07) 395 5266 

VICTORIA 
(03) 555 03 77 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
(09) 3361877 

TASMANIA 
(002) 311011 



1988 AWA Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 

DAY FOUR - Sked Six (0630 hours): 

U NFORTUNATELY, the run of 
fresh breezes since the start faded 

away overnight, with fleet leader Raga­
muffin covering only 60 miles in more 
than 15 hours, her average speed falling 
away from 9.4 knots to only 4 knots. 

By the 0630 sked, the 80-footer had 
sailed down the East Coast to be abeam 
of St Patrick's Head, still with 156 miles 
to sail and only light headwinds fore­
cast. It was certainly a "not tonight, 
Josephine" message to crew supporters 
waiting at the Royal Yacht Club of 

Tasmania, with race officials g1vmg 
pessimistic forecasts of "midday 
tomorrow''. 

Great News was now only 50 miles 
astern of the maxi, with Doctor Who 
leading the main bunch of front runners, 
including Southern Cross, Helsa/ II, Mir­
rabooka, ANZ McCaughans Helsa/ and 
others. All were up to 60 miles east of 
the rhumbline course down the East 
Coast of Tasmania. 

Almost the entire fleet was down to 
less than five knots boatspeed, with 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 6. Date: 29 Dec 1988. Time: 06:30 

Yacht Overall State/ Divisional Position 
Posn. Country MAX A B C D Dist. To Go 

GREAT NEWS 1 NSW 1 206.7 
ILLUSION 2 VIC 284.5 
SOUTHERN CROSS 3 NSW 254.3 
MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 4 NSW 285.0 
PRIME FACTOR 5 NSW 2 270.9 
RAGAMUFFIN 6 NSW ·1 156.0 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 7 VIC 3 275.8 
OCEAN BLUE RESORTS 8 NSW 4 274.3 
SHERATON HOBART 9 TAS 5 279.4 
NADIA IV 10 NSW 6 285.0 

DAY FOUR- Sked Seven (1500 hours): 

miles ahead of Great News which was 38 
miles in front of Doctor Who, closely 
followed by Southern Cross, still sailing 
exceptionally well for a 40-footer. 

With only light winds forecast over­
night, Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania 
race officials were being as pessimistic as 
predicting "by midday tomorrow" for a 
finish by Ragamuffin . However, after 
being virtually becalmed for 12 hours 
north of Tasman Island and having 

WINNER of Samuel Pepys Trophy for 
Smaller Yachts went to Moonshine skippered 
by Richard St.]. Cross from Sydney's Royal 
Prince Alfred Yacht Club. (Pie - Peter 
Campbell) 
some averagmg as little as three knots as 
they sailed slowly across Bass Strait and 
down the East Coast. On corrected 
times at the 0630 sked Great News still 
held the overall lead with Illusion back 
up to second, Southern Cross third and 
Middle Harbour Express fourth. Ragamuf 
fin had slipped from second to sixth. 

From a heavy weather race down the 
NSW South Coast and into Bass Strait, 
the 44th Sydney-Hobart was turning 
into a slow marathon of endurance and 
tenacity in light winds. 

steering problems 60 miles out, the big 
white sloop with the distincitve blue 
transom, picked up a freshening night 
breeze to enter Storm Bay shortly after 
midnight. 

On a chilly wet Friday morning Raga­
muffin, with her sails illuminated by 
television camera lights, ghosted up the 
Derwent to cross the line at 4.29.07 to 
give Syd Fischer his first first-place, 
either on line or handicap honors, in 21 
Sydney-Hobart races. Ragamuffin 's 
elapsed time for the 630 nautical miles 
was 3 days 15 hours 29 minutes 7 
seconds - almost 24 hours outside 
Kia/oa's race record set in 1975. 

L IGHT wind continued throughout 
the fourth day at sea, with the 

leaders continuing to make slow prog­
ress down the Tasmanian East Coast. 
By the afternoon sked Ragamuffin was 
still 95 miles from the finish, still well to 
seaward and abeam of Freycinet . Penin­
sula. In the eight-and-a-half hours be­
tween skeds the 80-footer had sailed 
only 61 miles and with the smaller boats 
making slightly better time, she slipped 
down the corrected time chart to eighth 
place. 

Great News, with the smell of victory 
wafting out from the cloud and mist­
shrouded Tasmanian coastline, still over 
the horizon, held number one on the 
charts for the third successive sked. 
Southern Cross had moved ahead of 
Illusion, Middle Harbour Express and Indi­
an Pacific were hanging in. One more 
retirement brought the total to 37 when 
the Tasmanian cruiser/ racer, Tradition, 
put into Eden because of fuel problems. 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 7. Date: 29 Dec 1988. Time: 15:00 

Yacht Overall 
Posn. 

GREAT NEWS I 
SOUTHERN CROSS 2 
ILLUSION 3 
MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 4 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 5 
PRIME FACTOR 6 
SHERATON HOBART 7 
RAGAMUFFIN 8 
NADIAIV 9 

On the water, Ragamuffin was 58 OCEAN BLUE RESORTS 10 

State/ 
Country 
NSW 
NSW 
VIC 
NSW 
VIC 
NSW 
TAS 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 

DAY FIVE - Sked Eight (0630 hours): 

D AWN broke over southern Tas­
mania overcast and windless, turn­

ing the Tasman Sea into a listless grey 

sheet of water, with yachts slatting 
about with little or no steerage and 
certainly no speed southwards. 

Divisional Position 
MAX A B C 

1 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

D Dist. To Go 
153.2 
197.0 
233.4 
231.2 
222.9 
222.2 
224.2 
95.0 

228.8 
222.5 

Overnight, only Ragamuffin had 
apparently picked up any sort of a 
breeze. Great News had fallen into 
almost the same "hole" as the maxi, and 
few of the others had made great pro­
gress down the Tasmanian East Coast. 
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Great News was still 98 miles from the 
finish, 20 miles ahead of Doctor Who, 
closely followed by Southern Cross, 
ANZ McCaughan's Helsa/, Helsa/ II and 
Mirrabooka. The little Illusion was 156 
miles out. 

The race had already turned into a 
marathon, with Ragamuffin well outside 
the race record and RYCT officials 
predicting that many yachts would not 
be in by New Year's Eve. 

The light winds had turned the race 
into a fascinating struggle between at 
least four yachts for overall victory. 

Ragamuffin, now berthed alongside Eli­
zabeth Street Pier, appeared to have a 
surprisingly good chance of taking out 
the double, Great News was still in with 
a chance although she had to average 6.3 
knots to beat the maxi on corrected 
time. 

Illusion was back at the top of the 
charts on corrected time, with Southern 
Cross second, Middle Harbour Express 
third, with the One Tonner Prime Factor 
moving up to fourth, Ragamuffin placed 
fifth . Great News had slipped from first 

to eighth as she slopped around north of 
Tasman. 

Great News had until 10.06 that night 
to finish and beat Ragamuffin on cor­
rected time, Southern Cross, with 122 
miles to sail, had until 8.37am the next 
day to beat the maxi, while the little 
Illusion had until just before seven · 
o'clock the following evening - under 
IOR ratings Ragamuffin was giving Illu­
sion 26 mins for every hour it took the 
maxi to reach Hobart - more than 38 
hours in time for the entire race. 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 8. Date: 30 Dec 1988. Time: 06:30 

Overall State/ Divisional Position 
Yacht Posn. Country MAX A B C D 
ILLUSION 1 VIC 1 
SOUTHERN CROSS 2 NSW 
MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 3 NSW 
PRIME FACTOR 4 NSW 2 
RAGAMUFFIN 5 NSW 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 6 VIC 3 
SHERATON HOBART 7 TAS 4 
GREAT NEWS 8 NSW 
NADIA IV 9 NSW 5 
FERRIS AUDIO 10 NSW 6 

DAY FIVE - Sked Nine (1500 hours): 

A NOTHER day of light winds off 
the Tasmanian East Coast, with 

Great News' prospects of beating Raga­
muffin on corrected time diminishing as 
she slowly beat her way towards Tas­
man Island, sailing only 50 miles in the 
eight-and-a-half hours between skeds. 

Further up the coast, but well out to 
sea, most of the fleet had done consider­
ably better. Southern Cross had covered 
54 miles in the same time, the little 
Illusion sailing 53 miles. On the water 
Helsa/ II and Doctor Who had also closed 
the gap on the Farr 50. 

Elapsed Time Corrected Time 
D-H-M-S 

or Dist. To Go TCF D-H-M-S 
152.0 
122. 3 
156. 0 
139. 6 

3-15-29-07 1. 0559 3-20-22-33 
148.0 
146.9 
98. 1 

152.1 
151.7 

The AW A computer assessment o( 
positions told the story. Illusion at the 
top of the charts, followed by Southern 
Cross, Middle Harbour Express and the 
One Tonners Nadia IV, Indian Pacific, 
Prime Factor and Sheraton Hobart, Raga­
muffin was down to eighth, Great News 
had slipped to 11th on corrected time. 

Almost certainly, the overall result of 
the 1988 AW A Sydney-Hobart race 
would be decided overnight. 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 9. Date: 30 Dec 1988. Time: 15:00 

Overall State/ Divisional Position 
Yacht Posn. Country MAX A B C D 
ILLUSION 1 VIC 1 
SOUTHERN CROSS 2 NSW 
MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 3 NSW 
NADIA IV 4 NSW 2 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 5 VIC 3 
PRIME FACTOR 6 NSW 4 
SHERATON HOBART 7 TAS 5 
RAGAMUFFIN 8 NSW 
FERRIS AUDIO 9 NSW 6 
OCEAN BLUE RESORTS 10 NSW 7 

DAY SIX - Sked 10 (0630 hours): 

IN the late twilight of Southern Tas­
mania, Great News finally picked up 

some breeze to make fast time across 
Storm Bay and dash up the Derwent, to 
finish at 10.14pmjust too late to displace 
Ragamuffin from the then first place 

Owners John Calvert-Jones from 
Melbourne and David Forbes from Syd-

ney missed out by a mere seven minutes 
after those hours of frustration off the 
Tasmanian coast. Nevertheless, it was a 
great effort by the SO-footer to finish 
second across the line in the Sydney­
Hobart and at least win Division A. 
Helsa/ II, from Geelong , was the third 
boat to finish, at 5.12am that morning. 
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Elapsed Time Corrected Time 
D-H-M-S 

or Dist. To Go TCF D-H-M-S 
99.4 
68.4 

105.0 
95.5 
95. 1 
91. 9 
94.4 

3-1 5-29-07 1. 0559 3-20-22-33 
101.3 
95.3 

Even more remarkable, however, was 
the performance of the Farr 40, Southern 
Cross, which finished at 7.30 the next 
morning, fourth boat to finish the 630 
nautical mile course and displacing both 
Ragamuffin and Great News on corrected 
time. The Davidson 34 had been laun­
ched only eight days before the start of 
the Sydney-Hobart, with Bill Gilbert 
and his crew having just one race to 
tune-up the boat. 

Sked positions, however, still placed 
Illusion the leader overall from Southern 



Cross, with Ragamuffin and Great News 
next on corrected times . Illusion was 
only 37 miles frotn the finish at 0630, 
and she had until 5.30pm to finish arid 

1988 AW A Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 

beat Southern Cross. With only light 
winds still forecast , it was going to be a 
cliffhanger result between these two 
newest yachts in the fleet . 

Middle Harbour Express was hanging in 
there, while a significant improver over­
night had been another Davidson 34 
Barry Dean's Harbinger. 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 10. Date: 31 Dec 1988. Time: 06:30 

Yacht 
ILLUSION 
SOUTHERN CROSS 
RAGAMUFFIN 
GREAT NEWS 

Overall 
Posn. 

1 
2 
3 

MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 
HARBINGER 

4 
5 
6 

NADIA IV 
PRIME FACTOR 
DICTATOR 
SHERA TON HOBART 

7 
8 
9 

10 

State/ 
Country 
VIC 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
VIC 
NSW 
NSW 
SA 
TAS 

MAX 
Divisional Position 

A B C 

2 
3 

4 
2 

D 
1 

2 

Elapsed Time 
D-H-M-S 

or Dist. To Go 
37.7 

4-1 8-30-12 
3-1 5-29-07 
4-09-14-12 

42. 1 
71.6 
35.6 
31.1 
47.0 
15.6 

TCF 

0.7989 
1. 0559 
0.8789 

Corrected Time 

D-H-M-S 

3-19-28-36 
3-20-22-33 
3-20-29-33 

DAY SIX - Sked 11 (1500 hours): 
Challenge II in 1983. Both skippers are 
members of Sandringham Yacht Club. 
Incidentally, the 44-foot Challenge II, 

By the afternoon sked time on N ew 
Year's Eve only 21 yachts had 

finished the 630 miles - making 1988 
the slowest race overall in the 44 year 
history of the Sydney-Hobart. Of the 82 
yachts still left in the race, it seemed that 
more than 50 were destined to spend 
New Year's Eve at sea. 

Party bookings at restaurants and 
hotels were being cancelled, the water­
front pubs around Constitution Dock 
and Salamanca Place were half empty. 
Outside the Race Information Centre at 
the dock was a sign: " For hire tonight -
yachtie look-alikes!" And out on the sea, 
the sailors were sailing slowly south­
wards. 

The one exception lookeo to be Illu­
sion. After three or four attempts to 
round Tasman Island in the light ·breeze 
and strong current, the crew finally 
edged her round close under the rock. 
Once in Storm Bay, she picked up a 
light sea breeze to carry her across the 
bay and once around the Iron Pot she 
carried a spinnaker all the way to the 
finish. 

Illusion, with owner Gino Knezic at 
the helm, crossed the line at 16.03.40, 
13th yacht to finish the race and now 

now owned in Sydney, crossed the line 
provisional winner overall on corrected more than an hour astern of the 34-
time. Knezic and his crew received a footer Illusion . 
rousing welcome as they crossed the line Illusion had beaten Southern Cross by 1 
and joined a small group already in hour 8 minutes 1 second on corrected 
Constitution Dock. time, with Ragamuffin third - pro-

Illusion thus became only the second visional placings which RYCT race 
Victorian yacht to win a Sydney- directed Rohan Johnston confirmed ear-
Hobart, the other being Lou Abrahams' ly that evening. In fact , by that stage all 

DELIGHTED skipper Dick Fidock and two of crew of Dictator with trophies in 
Hobart - Second in Class C was the best result by a South Australian yacht in Sydney 
-Hobart for many years. (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 11. Date: 31 Dec 1988. Time: 15:00 

Yacht 
ILLUSION 
SOUTHERN CROSS 
RAGAMUFFIN 
GREAT NEWS 

Overall 
Posn. 

1 
2 
3 

MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 
SOLANDRA 

4 
5 
6 

HARBINGER 
NADIA IV 
SHERATON HOBART 
DICTATOR 

7 
8 
9 

10 

State/ 
Country 
VIC 
N SW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
TAS 
VIC 
N SW 
TAS 
SA 

MAX 
Divisional Position 

A B C 

2 
3 

2 

D 
1 

2 
3 

Elapsed Time 
D-H-M-S 

or Dist. To Go 
5-03-12-03 
4-18-30- 12 
3-1 5-29-07 
4-09- 14-12 
5-04-38-55 

59.6 
42.2 

5-03-03-40 
5-02-31-55 

19.2 

TCF 
0.7333 
0.7989 
1. 0559 
0.8789 
0. 7638 

0.791 7 
0.7955 

Corrected Time 

D-H-M-S 
3-18-20-35 
3-19-28-36 
3-20-22-33 
3-20-29-33 
3-23-12-24 

4-01-25-39 
4-01-28-27 
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IOR Division placings had been deter­
mined, only the Illingworth results, 
based on A YF t. c. f. (with age allo­
wance) to be decided. 

Illusion had also been placed first .i_n 
IOR Division D from fellow Victorian 
Harbinger and Tasmania's Solandra. Di­
vision C saw Middle Harbour Express win 
from the South Australian yacht Dictator 
and former race winner Scallywag. 

owned Doctor Who and Helsa/ II from 
Geelong. Great News also won the AW A 
Ocean Racing Championship. 

But it was still to be another 24 hours 
before the majority of the fleet reached 
Hobart. The Quiet Little Drink was 
indeed quiet. 

Southern Cross got some compensa­
tion by winning the always strong 
Division B from the Canberra-owned 
Nadia IV and Tasmania's Sheraton 
Hobart. Great News had an effortless win 
in Division A, from the Hong Kong­
owned Spirit and 1983 race winner 
Challenge II, while in the Maxi Division, 
Ragamuffin was first from the Canberra-

The last three yachts were still at sea 
on the afternoon of January 2 as the 
combined Sydney-Hobart and West 
Coaster fleets raced for the traditional 
Wrest Point King of the Derwent. 
Youth training ketch Sir Thomas Sop­
with and Derwent Lass made it - but 
Westerly lost her mast 30 miles from the 
finish after taking more than seven and a 
half days to sail 600 nautical miles from 
Sydney. But at least she was near her 
home port. 

DARREN Senogles, at 15 years of age the 
youngest sailor in the 1988 A WA Sydney­
Hobart , sa iled aboard father David's Mistress 
Again. 

Yacht 
ILLUSION 
SOUTHERN CROSS 
RAGAMUFFIN 
GREAT NEWS 

Overall 
Posn. 

1 
2 
3 

MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 
DICTATOR 

4 
5 
6 

NADIA IV 
SHERA TON HOBART 
PRIME FACTOR 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 

Yacht 
ILLUSION 
SOUTHERN CROSS 
RAGAMUFFIN 
GREAT NEWS 

7 
8 
9 

10 

Overall 
Posn. 

1 
2 
3 

MIDDLE HARBOUR EXPRESS 
DICTATOR 

4 
5 
6 

NADIA IV 
SHERATON HOBART 
PRIME FACTOR 
INDIAN PACIFIC (VIC) 

7 
8 
9 

10 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 12. Date: 01Jan 1989. Time: 06:30 

State/ 
Country 
VIC 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
SA 
NSW 
TAS 
NSW 
VIC 

MAX 
Divisional Position 

A B C 

2 
3 
4 
5 

1 
2 

Elapsed Time 
D-H-M-S 

D or Dist. To-Go 
1 5-03-12-03 

4-18-30-12 
3-15-29-07 
4-09-14-12 
5-04-38-55 
5-05-13-15 
5-03-03-40 
5-02-31-55 
5-02-33-1 1 
5-03-29-00 

PROGRESS POSITION REPORT 
Schedule: 13. Date: 01Jan 1989. Time: 15:00 

State/ 
Country 
VIC 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
NSW 
SA 
NSW 
TAS 
NSW 
VIC 

MAX 
Divisional Position 

A B C 

2· 
3 
4 
5 

1 
2 

Elapsed Time 
D-H-M-S 

D or Dist. To Go 
1 5-03-12-0J 

4-18-30-12 
3-15-29-07 
4-09-14-12 
5-04-38-55 
5-05-13-15 
5-03-03-40 
5-02-31-55 
5-02-33-1 1 
5-03-29-00 

Corrected Time 

TCF D-H-M-S 
0. 7333 3-18-20-35 
0.7989 3-19-28-36 
1.0559 3-20-22-33 
0.8789 3-20-29-33 
0. 7638 3-23-12-24 
0.7770 4-01-17-48 
0.7917 ,µ}1-25-39 
0.7955 4-01-28-27 
0.7982 4-0 1-49-19 
0. 7932 4-01-56-49 

Corrected Time 

TCF D-H-M-S 
0.7333 3-18-20-35 
0.7989 3-19-28-36 
1.0559 3-20-22-33 
0.8789 3-20-29-33 
0. 7638 3-23-12-24 
0.7770 4-01-17-48 
0.7917 4-01-25-39 
0. 7955 ,µ}l-28-27 
0.7982 4-01-49-19 
0.7932 4-01-56-49 

Sydney's most experiencedyachting specialist- covering classes from Skiffs, Offshore, Inshore, 12 Metres and 
Round The World Cruising. 

J.B.C. YACHT ENGINEERING FOR THE BEST IN TOWN- YOUR ONE STOP SHOP! 
• Sta inless steel and aluminium fabrication and welding 
• All mast and boom repairs• Custom fittings designed and fabricated - pushpits, pulpits , 
handrails, compass mounts, auto pilot installation, steering wheels and helms (i.e. Sovereign) 
rudder and prope llor shafts, sheaves and blocks, chainplates, swimming ladders, Davits, 
adjustable radar mounts (i.e. Longhorn' & Sovereign) winch repairs, lead keel, s.s. bo lts (i .e. 
Ragamuffin) skiff rigs and spreaders a specia lity. Also compressor refrigeration installation 
and now, water scoops for bal last tank fill-up (i.e. singlehanded yachts). 

J.B.C. YACHT ENGINEERING 'PTY LTD 
1 Bradly Ave, Milsons Point 2061 
Phone (02) 957-5123 AH 960-2101 
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To Hobart on 
O UR preparation for this year's race 

centred around preparing the boat 
perfectly, so it was truly capable of 
winning, and choosing a crew with the 
knowledge and capabilities to sail the 
boat safely to its maximum potential for 
600 miles. Both these areas were to be 
tested to their limits by the time we 
sailed up the Derwent. 

Race morning saw the usual feverish 
activities as the boats were loaded with 
food and supplies, the thousands of 
spectators and families wishing each 
other best wishes for the trip south, 
making a unique atmosphere for the 
start of an ocean race. On Illusion our 
morning centred around a weather 
briefing from Roger Badham the weath­
er expert. Roger had prepared a four­
day weather prediction package which 
proved extremely accurate and most 
useful. 

We motored out from the CYC and 
over to Bradleys Head to hoist our 
mainsail and have a sandwich before the 
start. By coincidence we were joined by 
the new Farr One Tonner Southern 
Cross, and the new Humphries designed 
Half Hour. These two boats, along with 
Illusion, which is a Davidson design 
Three Quarter Tonner, shows the 
wonderful variety and scope the IOR 
rule provides for people to race equally 
in widely varying sizes of boats . 

The start at one o'clock was in strong 
ebb tide and a nice 14 knot Northerly 
breeze. We realized the easiest thing that 
could happen at the start was to be over 
the line early in the strong current. This 
ended up proving correct as several 
boats were recalled. 

We started in the harbour's mainship­
ping channel and hopefully strongest 
current. This seemed to work as we 
were with the One Tanners at the Heads 
and in front of many of the larger 
yachts. Once around the seamark we 
hoisted the chute and headed South on a 
course taking us just a little East of the 
rhumbline. The hydrographic survey 

By Ross Lloyd 

showed there to be up to 3.5 knots of 
South· going current extending right 
down to Bass Strait so our aim was to 
get out into it as early as possible. 

As with all sailing, these downwind 
conditions did not last long, and right 
on cue with Roger's predictions late that 
afternoon the fleet was hit by the regula­
tion Southerly buster. In our case a 
quick spinnaker drop and a few minutes 
of sailing with just a mainsail until the 
wind strength and direction settled 
down saw us sailing in a 30 knot 
Southerly breeze. 

We hoisted our Kevlar No 4 and put a 

VICTORIAN Gino Knez ic, owner/skip­
per of Illusion, with the ornate perpetual 
trophy for first place overall in the annual 
A WA Sydney- Hobart. Illusion was only 
the second Victorian yacht to win a Hobart 
race . (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

reef in the main making an ideal rig for 
the conditions. 

By an hour later and just on dusk the 
sea conditions with the strong current 
against the breeze was already becoming 
very unpleasant and quite unpredictable. 
With this in mind we second-reefed the 
main to make the boat more controll­
able, and easier to steer in the dark. As 
the night wore on the sea state became 
downright dangerous, with several 
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waves almost involuntarily tacking the 
boat, repeated journey's into mid-air 
with the resultant loud crash as the boat 
hit the water on the back of extremely 
confused waves . 

These conditions are where the boaJ:s 
and their rigs are most vulnerable to 
damage. We carried a baby stay on our 
beautifully built La Ner spar, which is 
connected just above the checkstay take 
off point, and is clipped on to a pad eye 
with a small purchase system and cleat 
on the foredeck . This really helps con­
trol the mast from pumping, and en­
sures that it cannot invert, particularly 
when deeply reefed. 

Our aim in this part of the race was to 
stay in the hot water where the current is 
strongest (23°c), so our course during 
the night took us on starboard tack and 
offshore except for about an hour when 
the seas became so confused we had to 
sail on port tack to give the boat a less 
violent motion. In the early hours of the 
morning the breeze went a little to the 
East, so we tacked on to port taking Lis 
back to the rhumbline and the flash of 
Point Perpendicular light. 

The morning radio sked told of many 
boats retiring which did not surprise us 
at all when looking at the seas we were 
currently sailing in . A careful inspection 
down below showed the boat to be in 
perfect condition, a real credit to her 
builder Ken Jago Yachts. So it was back 
on to starboard tack and more bashing 
to windward. As the day progressed the 
breeze began to ease and flick around 
and by late afternoon we were sailing in 
a light North Westerly, allowing us to 
sail course again parallel to the South 
Coast of NSW. 

By the midnight radio check the 

ILLUSION's skipper Gino 
Knez ic (centre) with some of 
his crew and the trophies the 

Davidson 34 won in the 1988 
A WA Sydney-Hobart after 

the presentation at Royal 
Yacht Club of Tasmania. (Pie 

- Peter Campbell) 

breeze started to freshen with rain 
squalls and thunder, with the forecast of 
a strong Westerly front whipping 
through Bass Strait. It 's great sitting in 
the middle of the ocean peering into the 
pitch dark knowing that at any moment 
some great pocket of wind is going to 
try and blow you to New Zealand, and 
sure enough off Gabo in the early hours 
of the morning the breeze kicked in 
hard. So it was back to the No. 4 and 
two reefs, shy reaching out into Bass 
Strait. 

Daylight saw us sailing in large seas, 
frontal cloud and lots of wind. These 
large rolling seas coming out of the 
Strait made the boat quite tricky to steer 
so we put the third reef in the main, 
from then on the boat sailed extremely 
well in the quite extreme conditions. As 
our third day wore on we were slowly 
headed on starboard tack and by mid 
afternoon the breeze had eased and gone 
South East, so we tacked over and at 
times could almost lay Tasman Island. 

On the evening ABC news we heard 
that Illusion was the leader on handicap, 
closely followed by Great News and 
Southern Cross. Great news indeed! Ro­
ger Badham's prediction was for the 
wind to lighten right off in Bass Strait 
and down the Tasmanian East coast. 
This, in fact, happened, and by dusk we 
were abeam of Flinders Island sailing 
with our windseeker on an oily sea. We 
knew this night was going to be impor­
tant as it would be really easy to get left 
behind. Our strategy was to sail towards 
the nearest large cloud mass in our area, 
this worked really well providing first a 
South Westerly adjacent to Banks Strait, 
then later in the night by tacking over to 
the East a light but steady breeze till 
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dawn. The morning sked showed that 
we had in fact go sailed more miles than 
many of the bigger boats in the fleet 
during the night and that no one had 
escaped the light airs. 

During the morning of our fourth day 
we were able to clean the boat up, dry 
some belongings, eat and assess our 
position. At that time we were sailing in 
a light North Easterly, well offshore 
from Tasmania . With the whole horizon 
covered in light cloud it seemed unlikely 
that we would get any local seabreeze 
effect from the Tasmanian land mass, so 
we elected to stay well offshore. 

This proved right with a light S.E. 
breeze forming mid-morning. We sailed 
in this for most of the day with Tasma­
nia shrouded in cloud on the right 
horizon. By mid-afternoon we could see 
the famous rock that everyone wants to 
get around on our starboard bow. At the 
same time the breeze started to clock 
awund to the right and by dusk Tasman 
Island lay 24 miles dead upwind. This 
was much appreciated by the crew on 
Illusion with the breeze easing as dark­
ness fell, and visions of the boats ahead 
getting around Tasman and sprinting to 
Hobart on the Southerly. 

It seemed to take forever to actually 
get to Tasman, and when we finally did 
get to the rock we could not get around 
it. The strong current and lack of wind 
saw us have several goes at tacking 
around it without success. Eventually 
we snuck up on its leeward side and 
shaved around its Southern point. Very, 
very close. 

The morning sked, and the Hobart 
Radio news told us the story that we had 
until around 6.00pm to take handicap 
honours from Ragamuffin, Great News, 
and Southern Cross. At which point we 
were sitting halfway between Tasman 
Island and Cape Raoull, sails slatting in 
the swell. 

By mid-morning a light sea breeze 
began to form allowing us to set the half 
ounce spinnaker, settle the nerves, and 
slowly reach across storm bay, arriving 
at the Iron Pot at just after 2.00pm. With 
great relief there looked to be wind in 
the river, the sea breeze increasing as we 
headed up the righthand shore amongst 
the many well wishers motoring and 
sailing alongside. Amongst a stnall 
armada of boats we crossed the line just 
after 4.00pm. A very happy crew. 

Illusion proved to be a most sea kindly 
boat, fast on all points of sail with no 
vices. She was crewed by a great bunch 
of blokes who never let up for one 
second in the most trying conditions, 
making for a most exciting and enjoy­
able ocean race. 

ROSS LLOYD, sailing master aboard 
Illusion, and a former world Quarter Ton 
champion, is manager of North Sails , Mel­
bourne. 





Cathy Hawkins and Ian Johnston were 
co-skippers of "Verbatim", the yacht that 
won the Under 40' Multihull Division and 
was the first Australian yacht across the 
line, in the gruelling Bicentennial Two 
Handed Around Australia Race. 

Asked about their decision to use 
Kinnears Super Braid, Cathy explained ... 
"The hi-tech rope has incredible strength 
and unlimited fatigue life. It's easy to 
handle, low in •stretch, light when wet and 
has a minimum loss of strength at knots 
and sheaves. 
It stood us in good stead in the heavy 

going of the Round Australia Race". 

But that's not all. Steinlager 1, the 
New Zealand trimaran that won the Race 
in record time, was also rigged with 
Kinnears Super Braid. 

Super Braid is part of the wide range of 
Kinnears Southern Ocean Yacht Ropes 
available around Australia, including Rac­
ing Braid, K Braid, Dinghy Sheet Line and 
Pre-Stretched Ropes. Discover the joys of 
sailing with Southern Ocean Ropes on 
your boat. Visit your Southern Ocean 
Dealer today. He knows the ropes. 

KINNEARS 

-A Boral Company 
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Swan Premium World Match-Racing Championships - Perth 

C HRIS Dickson, the 27-year-old 
New Zealand yachtsman, has 

proved he is one of the world 's greatest 
and most tenacious helmsman by win­
ning the inaugural world match-racing 
championship sailed off Fremantle, the 
port of Perth in Western Australia, in 
December. 

win by just five seconds. T he victory 
not only made Dickson the first world 
match-racing champion, but also en­
abled him to displace Australia 's Peter 
Gilmour from the No 1 ranking on the 
world match-racing circuit. 

The series cost more than $US1.2 
million to stage, including building 10 

identical Farr 1060 fractional rigged 
sloops and attracted match-racing skip­
pers from New Zealand, Australia, the 
United States, France and the United 
Kingdom. . 

Unfortunately, John Kolius pulled 
out, as did Gary Jobson and Sweden's 
Pelle Petterson, but the series still pro-

'U-Boat' Skipper Dickson 
Sinks His Rivals in Perth 

Dickson won the best-of-three, all 
New Zealand final of the Swan Pre­
mium-sponsored regatta with two re­
markable straight victories over expatri­
ate American Rod Davis, who now lives 
in New Zealand and works for Michael 
Fay. 

The young yachstman who achieved 
fame with his record-breaking string of 
more than 40 wins as skipper of the 
New Zealand 1987 America's Cup chal­
lenger, the so-called 'plastic fantastic' , 
KZ 7, won the first race over Davis by a 
clear 10 seconds. 

In the second, he came from astern of 
Davis midway through the race to grab 
the lead in a protest-provoking last 
leeward mark rounding, and went on to 

By 
Peter Campbell 

AUSTRALIA'S Pe­
ter Gilmour and his 

crew aboard one of the 
Farr 1060 sloops used 

for the Swan Premium 
World Match-Racing 

Championships in 
Perth. (Pie- Peter • 

Campbell). 
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duced the best line-up of international 
skippers seen at Fremantle since the 
heady days of the 1986-87 America's 
Cup Regatta. For the first time in an 
international match-racing series, the 
competitors were provided with brand 
new, identical craft while another first in 
Australia was the use of on-the-water 
judging. 

In more ·than 20 years of yacht racing, 
Chris Dickson has sailed an immense 
range of sailboats, from Sabots to 
maxis, 470s to 12-metres. 

He has now won four world cham­
pionships and 12 international titles, 
achieving ranking in the top three in the 
world in the 420, 470, One Ton and 
12-metre classes. Back in the waters off 
Fremantle where he won fame as the 
skipper of KZ 7 in the 1987 America's 

NEW ZEALAND ri­
vals Chris Dickson 
(sail Di) and Rod 
Davis (Da) round the 
leeward mark in their 
final of the World 
Match Racing Cham­
pionship. LEFT: 
America's john Ber­
trand (BJ and France's 
Bertrand Pace (P) in a 
pre-start dual. (Pie -
Peter Campbell. 

Cup, Dickson has shown why his 
approach to sailing has earned him the 
title of the "U-boat commander" from 
his peers. He has ice-blue eyes, he is 
arrogant on and off the water, and he is a 
ruthless tactician and helmsman. 

He proved all his skills by coming 
through this entire regatta unbeaten, 
except for one controversial retirement, 
effectively torpedoing such champion 
yachtsmen as Australia's Peter Gilmour, 
American John Bertrand, England's 
Eddie Warden-Owen, and finally Rod 
Davis, the former US Congressional 
Cup winner, Olympic gold medallist 
and skipper of America's Cup challen­
ger, Eagle. Yet he left his greatest 
performance for the deciding second 
race of the final - a clash that had a 
barely concealed aura of animosity be-

tween the two skippers representing 
New Zealand. 

Dickson, despite being the hero of the 
NZ America's Cup challenge off Fre­
mantle, was ignored by Michael Fay for 
his 1988 San Diego challenge. In con­
trast, Davis now works for Fay and was 
sailing master aboard the maxi New 
Zealand at San Diego. More recently, 
Davis was invited to the Nippon Cup in 
New Zealand as a representative of New 
Zealand, Dickson was not - infuriating 
the young Kiwi. 

Final standings of world cham­
pionship: 1, Chris Dickson (NZ); 2, 
Rod Davis (NZ) ; 3, Peter Gilmour 
(Aust); 4, Eddie Warden-Owen (UK); 
5, John Bertrand (USA); 6, Skip Lissi­
man (Aust); 7, Bill Lynn (USA); 8, 
Bertrand Pace (France); 9, Peter Isler 
(USA); 10, Tim Law (UK) . 

The world championship, last event 
on the match-racing circuit for 1988, 
saw Dickson move to the top of the 
International Match Racing Sailors 
Association placings. Final placings· are: 
Chris Dickson (NZ) 95.0 points, Peter 
Gilmour (Aust) 87.9, John Kolius 
(USA) 70.0, Eddie Warden-Owen (UK) 
49.2, John Bertrand (USA) 43.8, Rod 
Davis (NZ) 38.8, Gary Jobson (USA) 
30.0, Paul Cayard (USA) 27.5, Pelle 
Petterson (Sweden) 27.5, Greg Tawast­
stjerna (Canada) 24.0. 

The next world match-racing cham­
pionship is scheduled for Lymington, 
England, in September 1989. 
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Please send me further information on the 
FARR PHASE 4 

Name ___________________ _ 

Address ___________________ _ 

_ ________ P/Code ___ Phone ____ _ _ 

Mail this coupon to : W hitsunday Coast Yacht Construct ions Pty. Ltd .. 
P.O. Box 746. A irlie Beach. Queensland 4802 or phone (079) 46 6466. Fax (079) 46 7585. 

RICHARD BENNETT'S SUPERB 
SYDNE~HOBARTRACE 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Richard Bennett's high-flying aerial photography 
captures the dynamic action of al l the top yachts. 

Have special shots of your yacht taken iri action down the 
Tassie coast. Write or phone Richard Bennett Photogra­
phy, (002) 971 -371, Arve Road, Geeveston, Tas. 7116, 
giving details of your yacht and sai l number. Richard 
Bennett will have your acti'on shots waiting for you when 
you arrive at Constitution Dock! · 

Don't miss out. Before you decide on any photographs, be 
sure to see Richard Bennett's on display and on sale at 
Constitution Dock. 

TALLSHIPS 
N H 0 B A R T 

Available at our display 
at Hobart docks 

, h d Proof available, Australia 
rlC ar wide for your selection 

bennett Richard Bennett Arve 
Rd, Geeveston 7116 

a..111 .. photography (002) 971 371 



NADIA IV 
T HERE are several reasons why the 

1988 AW A Sydney Hobart race 
will be remembered as one of the classic 
races. For weeks before, clear favourites 
had begun to emerge and by the start of 
the race on Boxing Day, many sailing 
commentators, myself included, had the 
race won, both on line honours and 
corrected time by the fast maxi yacht 
Windward Passage II. The weather fore­
cast was to offer no surprises and would 
be the normal Hobart race pattern of a 
brisk nor'easter at the start followed by a 
southerly change on the first evening 
with another change 24 hours later. 
There would be lighter winds across 
Bass Strait and along the Tasmanian 
coast with the usual tricky light condi­
tions in Storm Bay and the Derwent 
River. For many Hobart race veterans, 
these were typical conditions and most 
of us had seen them on previous races. 

There is the axiom in any competition 
that 'finishers share the spoils' and this 
race was to provide many of the owners 
and skippers with good reason to look 
carefully at their boat preparation, crew 
selection and seamanship. Of the 38 
retirees many found they could not cope 

with the strong wind and sea conditions 
and others broke rigging or equipment 
which could not be repaired or mod­
ified. The retiree list had many unex­
pected names, Windward Passage II, 
Madeline's Daughter, Wild Oats, Ronstan 
Ultimate Challenge, Indian Pacific (NSW), 
Venture 1, Hammer of Queensland, Pem­
berton IV and Singapore Girl. All of these 
are top-class, well-prepared racing 
yachts with experienced crew and sever­
al of them will be competing for a place 
in this year's Australian Admiral's Cup 
team. Retirement does not come easily 

By Teki Dalton 

to the skippers of those yachts, particu­
larly from the Sydney Hobart race, and 
it must have hurt to set a return course 
to Sydney. 

Nadia !V's crew of nine includes 
Garry Holt (sailing master) , Dennis 
Wall (navigator), Will Godfrey (trim­
mer), David McLean (trimmer), Danny 
Rainbow (mainshe<ot), Howard Bizzell 
(halyards), Mike Fountain (mast) and 
one of the few female for'rard hands in 
offshore racing, Kerry Hansford. When 

Garry Holt put the team together at my 
request at the start of the season, there 
were only three requirements from 
them, to commit themselves to Nadia 
IV for the season, to try to win and to 
have fun . I could not be more pleased 
with them. 

Throughout this season on Nadia IV 
we have had a very positive attitude, 
towards finishing races . We retired from 
a medium distance race very early in the 
season because of a torn mainsail and 
since then we have tried to cover 
ourselves in the event of breakages or 
damage . All of us like to win and we 
often say "if anything breaks, we'll 
carry her to the finish!" . 

Because our first task was to finish the 
Hobart race and then, hopefully, gain a 
reasonable placing, it was important to 
spend a lot of time on boat preparation 
before the race. For ten days before 
Christmas and including Christmas 
Eve, we all worked on checking and 
re-checking anything that had the 
potential to go wrong. As it turned out, 
this 'belt and braces' approach was to 
help save the day and enable us to finish 
the race. 
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Dedicated to Service 

WHITSUNDAY 
FOR PROPERTY CONSULTANCY, 

MARKETING EXPERTISE AND 
SOUND QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
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NADIA IV 
continued .. 

The official weather forecast given by 
Roger Badham was for medium 
strength nor'easters followed by a 
southerly change around 9pm on the 
fitst day with winds easing the next day 
but another sou'westerly to southerly 
change expected on the third day of the 
race. It was a forecast very similar to 
that given to us by Badham before the 
start of the 1985 race and he was proved 
right all the way to Tasman Island. 
Finding the southerly current was to be 
a major factor in this race as the CSIRO 
predictions placed it along the Con­
tinental Shelf and running at speeds up 
to 4 knots. There were large eddies and 
loops associated with the current further 
down the NSW coast and into Bass 
Strait but these were less easily deter­
mined and would require more luck 
than judgement to find. 

After absorbing all of this informa­
tion, as well as obtaining a specially 
prepared weather booklet by Badham 
and a quick phone call to one of the 
crew's friends in Eden on race morning, 
Garry, Dennis and I were then ready to 
plan a broad race strategy. We decided 
to go for a conservative start so as not to 
be recalled and lose valuable time. We 
wanted to stay clear of any potential 
protest incidents but at the same time, 
be aggressive enough to let the others 
know we were around. During the beat 
to the Heads we would go for clear air 
and concentrate on boat speed and once 
outside under spinnaker, sail a course 
which would take us to the southerly 
current. Beyond that point we realised 
that any plan has to be flexible but 
should conditions be as we anticipated, 
we would follow the set down the Shelf, 
keep in the middle of the fleet, as in 
longitude, but make towards the south­
west once in Bass Strait. The rest of the 
race would take care of itself as we 
would have been proved right or 
wrong. In this race you have to commit 
yourself at some stage and if wrong, pay 
the penalty. 

Basically, that 's the way the first part 
of the race went. We had a reasonable 
start at the unfavoured end of the line 
and improved our position by the sea 
mark where we set out 1.5oz spinnaker 
in about 18 knots of wind. This in­
creased to over 20 knots during the next 
three hours and we were pleased with 
Nadia !V's speed compared to our rivals. 
The brand 'new Farr 40, Southern Cross, 
was about 3nm ahead but was not 
increasing her lead. Another 40-footer, 
Venture 1, was just over a mile ahead but 
we were in front of Ronstan Ultimate 
Challenge and a number of boats from 
Division B. 

, 

NADIA Vi's crew prepare to set the spinnaker in offshore race leading up to the Sydney-Hobart. 
Teki Dalton and his crew are regular competitors with CYCA offshore fleet and in othe major long 
passage races. 

Apart from the Division B boats, 
particularly the one-tonners, we had 
special rivals for this race. Middle Har­
bour Express and Stormy Petrel were hot 
on our heels for the Bluewater Cham­
pionship and both were trailing us by a 
few points . With the Hobart race contri­
buting double points we had to beat 
both of them to stay in front. Too 
Impetuous, named Ocean Blue Resorts for 
this race, and Big Schott were two others 
for which emotions had the potential to 
over-ride good sense and tactics from 
some of our crew. 

By 4.30pm on the first afternoon we 
had started the first of our 3 hours on 
and 3 hours off watches and with Garry 
steering, four of us went below. What-

ever thoughts we had of rest were 
shattered by Garry's call of "the south­
erly's here! Get the kite down and the 
no . 4 on deck - quick". It was dead 
calm on deck, the spinnaker had backed 
but we could see boats ahead of us in all 
sorts of trouble, nearly heading north 
trying to dowse their spinnakers. Within 
minutes our spinnaker was down below 
and the no. 4 jib hoisted and we were 
powering away in 27 knots of breeze. 
"Two reefs" was the call for the main­
sail and with everyone sitting out on the 
weather rail in pouring rain, we were 
very quickly doing over 7 knots to 
windward. We all felt pleased with 
ourselves to be one of the few boats to 
recover so quickly, but that smugness 
only lasted for a few minutes. 

OFFSHORE - FEBRUARY/MARCH 1989 - 35 



NADIA IV 
continued .. 

As we saw it happen, we couldn't 
believe it. The tack of the Kevlar racing 
main at the gooseneck on the boom had 
been allowed to come out of the track 
slightly and the pressure on the sail tore 
the mainsail boltrope out of the mast 
right up to the headboard. With the 
main only attached to the mast by the 
headboard and the tack, we had a 
unusual mainsail spinnaker which made 
the boat unsteerable and pushed us 
north. Because of the sail billowing 
away from the boat, the crew were 
unable to get a direct pull on the sail to 
bring it down but after an hour, cen­
timetres at a time, the sail was thrown 
below and our three-year-old Dacron 
cruising main was hoisted in its place. 
Only once out of its bag in the last 12 
months, this sail was to be our insurance 
to finish the race. 

We settled down during the night 
with good boat speed and with the wind 
blowing from the south, continued to 
tack just outside and along the Con­
tinental Shelf. Dennis estimated that we 
had had the assistance of up to 3 knots of 
current since the previous night. Several 
of us were sick in the early hours of the 
morning, mainly from nerves and ten­
sion, but this did not affect our concen­
tration. During the morning the wind 
eased and by early afternoon had swung 
to the southeast allowing us to steer 
along our favoured tack course. 

I wasn't happy with the way we had 
sailed during that second day. There 
weren't any other boats around and we 
had used the quieter conditions to dry 
out wet weather gear and clothes. We 
had changed headsails and taken out 
reefs at the appropriate times but we 
were still lacking in boatspeed, not by 
much, but enough for me to know that 
we could be left behind if we didn't 
concentrate. During the night the south­
east breeze died and was replaced by a 
westerly which meant we could carry a 
spinnaker. Later in the evening the wind 
increased to nearly 20 knots. 

At each scheduled position report 
there was much speculation as to the 
number of retirements . Stormy Petrel had 
gone home, but Middle Harbour Express 
was in front of us and giving us a sailing 
lesson. Ocean Blue Resorts was also ahead 
of us, but both of them were able to be 
caught ifwe concentrated on sailing fast. 
The stronger winds from the southwest 
near Gabo Island were made to order for 
us and once we reefed down, with no. 4 
jib in 30 to 40 knots of breeze, we really 
flew to windward at over 7 knots. The 
seas were much bigger than before and 
one large wave washed both our life­
rings overboard. Another large wave 
hurled Danny Rainbow across the cock­
pit, spraining his wrist. 

We had seen from the previous skeds 
that we had been gaining on the boats 
ahead. Ocean Blue Resorts, Middle Har­
bour Express, Sheraton Hobart, Illusion 
and Dry White were in our sights and 
this was to be the goal for the next two 
days, to catch them and stay in front. 
When we were well into Bass Strait the 
wind had shifted from the southwest 
towards the east and this still gave us a 
good course to Tasman Island. We were 
still gambling on more breeze from the 
southwest or west and we kept making 
to that side of the course aided by a little 
over 1 knot of current which had 
seemingly come from nowhere. 

By the time we were abeam of Flin­
ders Island we had caught and passed 
Middle Harbour Express and Challenge. 
We had sailed particularly well during 
the light morning conditions and had 
chased breeze lines and wind shifts. 
They are not conditions which suit 
Nadia IV but our new Kevlar no. 1 
hcadsail which had been delivered by 
Fraser Sails days before the race, proved 
to be a brilliant sail. During the day we 
continued to make ground on the boats 
ahead and by nightfall all of our main 
rivals could be seen on the horizon. 

It has been said by all of the Sydney 
Hobart experts that you should stay well 
off the Tasmanian coast in southeast or 
east-south-east breezes. The question is 
how far? We had set a waypoint of10nm 
off Tasman Island and every minute of 
the work down the coast we were 
conscious of being sucked in to the 
Hippolytes . All day we kept up as high 
to windward as we could and had 
uncomplimentary things t0 say about 
those boats which had started well out 
to sea and were reaching in to the Island. 
We knew in our bones what would 
happen and it did. All of us, Sheraton 
Hobart, Ocean Blue Resorts, Indian Pacific, 
Ferris Audio, Prime Factor, Middle Har­
bour Express and Illusion all found 
ourselves together between Eaglehawk 
Neck and the Hippolytes at midnight in 
a dying breeze and we knew that we had 
to work very hard to break away from 
them in the light conditions. 

We did break away and had two 
others, Ocean Blue Resorts and Sheraton 

Hobart close behind us . The next obsta­
cle was to get around Tasman Island in 
very light winds and against a tide 
which sweeps around the rocks forcing 
most yachts to tack away or hang in 
close to the rocks. We came in very close 
to the rocks from a northeast angle and 
whilst we appeared to be lifting around, 
the opinion was that we were drifting 
sideways on to the rocks. We tacked 
away and found ourselves in current 
which made it difficult to get back. We 
had to accept the knocks and the frustra­
tion of seeing Ocean Blue Resorts and 
Sheraton Hobart creep around the rocks 
on the line which we had chosen but 
hadn't had the aggression to carry on. It 
was another lesson learnt. 

Once around the Island, just after 
4am, the race settled down to keeping 
close to Ocean Blue Resorts and Sheraton 
Hobart . Because they had come around 
the Island close to the rocks they were 
closer to the shoreline from which any 
breeze would come as the land warmed 
up. We were further out and try as we 
could, we couldn't get to them to at least 
give us a chance when they got breeze. 
During the morning they moved further 
away from us and it was not until we 
reached the mouth of the Derwent River 
that we felt we could catch them. We 
were bringing breeze up the river and in 
the distance we could see they were 
struggling, but it was too late, the race 
was about five miles too short. 

Nadia IV was 12th boat to finish and 
crossed the line at 4.03pm on New 
Years Eve. We were 7th overall on 
corrected time and more importantly, 
we finished 2nd in Division B, beaten 
only by Southern Cross, the very latest 
Farr 40 design. We also received 3rd 
place in Illingworth Division B. We 
were delighted with the result, although 
Middle Harbour Express, who finished 
5th overall now leads us by one and a 
half points going in to the final two races 
for the Bluewater Championship. What 
particularly pleases me is that the crew, 
as a team of friends, have such enthu­
siasm for a boat which is obviously out 
of date by today 's standards but try their 
very best in every race. The fine result in 
the 1988 AW A Sydney Hobart race has 
been their reward. 

Nadia IV is one of three Farr 40's built by Mike Baker and Peter Milner and 
launched in Perth in September 1984. The others were Prime Suspect and 
Evelyn. Owned by Ron Clarke, Nadia IV was the top scoring IOR yacht in 
Perth during the 1984-85 season before being sold to the Canberra Ocean 
Racing Club in 1985. In the three years under the club's ownership, Nadia 
IV was placed 2nd overall in the 1985 Montague Island race, was well-placed 
in the CYCA LOPS pointscorefor each season and in 1987 took the double of 
line honours and a corrected time win in the Sydney to Noumea race. Bought 
in June 1988 by one of the founders of the Canberra Ocean Racing Club, Teki 
Dalton, Nadia IV is a regular competitor in all of the CYCA pointscore 
races. Compared to most other Farr 40's, Nadia IV is considered to be a 
'cruising' Farr 40 with freezer, settee berths, crew lockers and quarter berths. 
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3: : hoisting tackle 
{optional} store 
Inside bag. 
See below 

/ 

LIFESLING/The Product 

} 
150' 3/8" floating line 

It sounds simple: the UFESLING is basically a 
buoyant horse collar which is properly attached to a 
recovery towline. Let's examine it more closely: The 
sling itself is a foam filled flotation device which the vic­
tim slips into. A snap hook at the bottom of the yoke 
enables the wearer to clip the two sides together so he 
won't fall out while being hoisted on to the boat. The 
tether is 150 ft. of polypropylene (floating) line. One 
end is attached to the LIFESLING, the other to the 
boat. The sling bag, which straps to the stern pulpit , 
holds the sling and tether and has a pouch designed to 
hold a block and tackle (not supplied). 

3 to 1 Hoisting Tackle 
Attach to halyard or other high point and lift the victim 
out of the water onto the boat. Includes: 1 ea. 
Schaefer 303-45 fiddle, 1 ea. 03-13 single with becket, 
1 carabine hook, 65' of 511& Sta-Set line. 

Water Activated Light 
Makes the LIFESLING visible in tile water at night. 
Water activated battery powers light for 8 hours. 
Visible for 2 miles. Fits into special compartment on 
!op of your LIFESLING. 

I ., 

R A Short Handed 
Rescue System 

Tether tail covered 

wit~y~~~.~leeve 
for ... ~ection 

~·~ 

Buoyancy section provides 
USCG Type IV flotation 

The healthy, fit, rea­
sonably strong 
people in these 
photos didn't even 
come close to their 
goal ... until they 
used the Lifesling. 

Helps get a person 
overboard back aboard. 
Man-overboard retrieval is a not-so-simple 
problem. An entire system needs to be employed 
which answers all of the following needs: 1) 
Keeps the person afloat and in sight until the boat 
can get to him, 2) gets the person alongside the 
boat, and 3) hoists the person back onto the boat. 
Many products we sell" deal with #1-but no 
product system has adequately dealt 
with #2 and #3. 

3.Stop boat Immediately. 4.Pull M.O.B. slowly along­
Drop Salls. M.O.B. puts aide boat. 
llfesling on Do not tow 
victim. 

5.Rlg hoisting tackle Top 6.Holat M.O.B. aboard. 
block must be 1 O • above 
deck. 

Official Supplier to 

Goodman Fielder Wattie 
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Double Handed Around Australia Yacht Rac:e 



1988 AWA Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 

~Jre 1988 AWA 44TH 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! SYDNEY-HOBART 
FIii out the coupon below, cut 

It out and post it today! 
(or send photo-copy of this 

coupon} COMPLETE RESULTS 
Special Introductory offer! 

Take a two year subscription (12 issues 
of Offshore, including two issues of the IOR RESULTS ILLINGWORTH RES UL TS 
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RETIRED YACHTS 
Yacht Retire Reason Time 
All That Jazz Rig Problems 08:27:06 
Apollo Batteries Rigging Failure 16: 13:45 
Big Schott Unknown 16:14:41 
Carina Unknown 16:15:04 
Casablanca Rudder Shorn 13:43:55 

Off 
Chutzpah Unkown 08: 16:41 
City Limits Dismasted 10:57:56 
Fly By Night Broken Mast 09:13:59 
Franklin Hull Damage 10:37:20 
Half Hour Torn Sails 06:30:00 
Hammer of Broken Mast 09:14:37 

Q ueensland 
Indian Pacific Dismasted 09:15:17 
Insatiable Broken Mast 09:15:46 
Madeline's Broken Rudder 08:13:57 

Daughtet 
Mistress Again Broken Mast 09:16:34 
Mr Bojangles Seasickness 08:08:12 
Nantucket Broken Mast 10:38:30 
Night Raider Unknown 16:17:22 
Northern Damaged 11:04:08 

Territory Spirit Rigging 
Ocean Road Rigging Probs 11 :32:49 

Date 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
27 Dec 
27 Dec 
28 Dec 

27 Dec 
28 Dec 
27 Dec 
27 Dec 
27 Dec 
27 Dec 

27 Dec 
27Dec 
28 Dec 

27 Dec 
27Dec 
27Dec 
27 Dec 
27 Dec 

27Dec 

.... Sydney-Hobart Yacht R-

O telia 
Padam II 
Pemberton IV 
Rager 
Raucous 
Revelation 
Ronstan Ult. 

Challenge 
Singapore Girl 
St Jude 
Stormy Petrel 

Inj ured Crew 
Unknown 
Dismasted 
Hull Damage 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Broken Boom 

Lost Rig 
Injured crew 
Steering 

Problems 
Tradition Fuel Problems 
Turkey Shoot Lost Rudder 
U ptown Girl Dismasted 
Ventura Highway Unknown 
Venture O ne Broken Mast 
Wild Oats Torn Mainsail 
Westerly Broken Mast 
Windward PassageHull Damage 

II 

09:41:10 27 Dec 
17:09:04 27 Dec 
18:21:13 27 Dec 
08 :1 2: 43 27 Dec 
08:22:46 27 Dec 
13:39:38 27 Dec 
08:13:54 27Dec 

08:37:19 27 Dec 
09:41:46 27 Qec 
18:51:52 26Dec 

07:30:50 29Dec 
07:46:14 28 Dec 
08: 14:37 28Dec 
08:10:45 29Dec 
19:40:10 26 Dec 
07:50:06 28 Dec 
19:30:00 2Jan 
09:19:35 27 Dec 

H UGE fleet heads south in AWA Sydney-Hobart on pleasant but short-lived spinnaker run before 
nor'easter. By late aftern oon fleet had been hit by southerly buster. (Pie - David Clare) 

11 
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B1\INBRIDGE d the 
Arouri Sail Lofts 

s A I L C 
Lee Sails - Sydney 

O VER the past 17 years, Michael 
Lee of Lee Sails has kept abreast of 

modern technology in sailmaking, 
although a relatively small business 
compared to the American supported 
sail lofts, Michael Lee offers personal 
service second to none. 

The loft has used for 9 years a C .A.D. 
programme written and continually up­
dated by Marine Computer Systems, 
California, which is now used by several 
other Australian, American and Euro­
pean lofts. It is probably the most 
versatile of programmes and possibly 
the best used in the world to date. 

In May 1988, Lee Sails installed a 60ft 
table to accommodate a plotter with 
new software to suit, being the latest 
equipment in sailloft automation. After 
the sailmaker has designed the sail and 
nested the panels on screen, it goes 
directly to the plotting programme to 
plot. The nesting programme enables 
the sail panels to be moved to any cloth 
location, change materials for different 
sections of the sail and compute cloth 
efficiency. The plotter plots each panel 
entirely - including seam allowance 
and is so accurate that it can redraw 
exactly over the previously drawn sail 
panels . 

Lee Sails have at their disposal all 
brands and ranges of sail cloths 
such as Spectre Green which under 
extreme testing on "Apple En­
deavour" in the Around Australia Race, 
proved that Lee Sails Spectre Green is 
superior to Kevlar as it is lighter and 
stronger, resists abrasion and flex fati­
gue and is less prone to U.V. break­
down. The loft also has available the 
latest in Spinnaker cloths. Kevlar, Mylar 
and Dacrons are also used individually 
and in combination and so are able to 
custom make sails from sabots to maxis. 

North Sails - Melbourne 

MANY interesting and successful 
projects have been in progress in 

the North Sails loft in Melbourne. 
Top of the list is Illusion the new 

Davidson 34 recently winning the AW A 
Sydney to Hobart race. This three quar­
ter ton design was supplied with a full 
race inventory of Kevlar sails including 

L 0 T H 
our S-Cut Tack Spike Genoas' and 
V-Spi. Truradial spinnakers. These sails 
are developments of our most successful 
One Ton sail designs . One interesting 
sail in this inventory is a 109% overlap 
drifter, built from 1.0oz. NorLam My­
lar. This sail proved invaluable in the big 
slop and no wind conditions at the end 
of the Hobart race. Being larger than the 
staysail which usually doubles as the 
Windseeker, it can be carried successful­
ly when the apparent breeze has built, 
where previously the windseeker had to 
be dropped and the Light number one 
Genoa hoisted. Then five minutes later 
when the tru wind died once again this 
whole process had to be reversed, much 
to the annoyance of all concerned. Being 
109% overlap it is not counted as a 
G~noa so is carried free within the 
inventory. 

Another Davidson 34 launched earlier 
this year, Harbinger, has also enjoyed a 
most successful recent few months, 
winning the Ocean Racing Club of 
Victoria's IOR Winter series, including 
a fine win in the 60 boat fleet Apollo Bay 
Ocean Race. Harbinger finished third in 
division in the Hobart race behind Solan­
dra, the well sailed SS 34 from Hobart. 

Horizon Sails - Sydney 

T APE Drive Sails TD is a major 
sailmaking development and is 

winning races from the Sydney to 
Hobart (Condor) , One ton cup cham­
pionships, SORC (Ragtime) through to 
State, Australian and club champions. 

In 1986, Ulmer Kolius Sailmakers and 
Horizon Sails merged making the new 
group the second largest sailmakers in 
the world. The combined finances, tech­
nology and sailmaking expertise pro­
duced some major sailmaking develop­
ments (1) State of the art computer sail 
design and plotting programmes, (2) 
Stress analysis computer programmes 
(3) Tape Drive. 

Current technology provides only 
three basic structural materials from 
which to construct a sail: fibres and film. 
The most common fibres in use today 
are Dacron, Kevlar and Spectra. The 
most common is Mylar. These are the 
Dupont trade names for polyester and 
aramid fibres, and polyester film , re­
spectively. 

Fibres are by far the best structural 
material available because they have 
high strength-to-weight and stiffness­
to-weight ratios . However, fibres yield 
their maximum performance only when 
properly aligned with the loads in the 
sail. A fibre going in the wrong direc­
tion is just so much dead weight. 

Film's strongest selling point is that it 
forms the ideal sail membrane -
smooth and non-porous . Film has sub­
stantially less strength and stiffness than 
fibre, but carries the same properties in 
all directions. Film is therefore a re­
latively low performance structural ele­
ment, but is forgiving in its mediocrity 
since it doesn't require fussy alignment 
with the load direction. Another limita­
tion of film is its low resistance to 
tearing. 

Given the properties of fibres and 
film, it becomes obvious that the ideal 
sail structure will use fibres to carry 
loads and film to form the sail mem­
brane. The problem is reduced to deter­
mining a construction technique that 
will provide the best alignment of the 
fibres with the loads in the sail. 

Given this information, we can im­
agine a hypothetical "ideal" sail con­
structed of the combination of fibres and 
film. The tension loads in the sail would 
be carried by a spiderweb of fibres 
aligned with the isostatics. Heavier 
fibres would be used along the curves 
from corner to corner, and lighter fibres 
would be used from edge to edge. 
Finally, the whole sail would be covered 
with a very thin, or "gossamer" layer of 
film to keep air from "leaking" through 
the spiderweb. Such a sail would have 
the highest possible strength (blow-out 
resistance and wind range) and stiffness 
(shape holding) for a given weight. But 
it would be very difficult to assemble 
and prohibitively expensive to build. 

Tape Drive® is as close to the " ideal" 
as one can come. Rather than individual 
fibres, we align high strength tapes , 
with the curves running from corner to 
corner. Typically, these tapes are made 
from cloth woven with heavy Kevlar 
threads along their length, using flimsy 
dacron cross-threads, and then applying 
pressure-sensitive adhesive to help in 
attaching to the sail. 

Bainbridge /Aquabatten, Inc. 
E::) A Division of The Dexter Corporation 

Leading With Technology 
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CREW IS VITAL! 

... your life • 
IS at stake! 

, , SKIPPER! Listen to me!" says 
your other self. "Eventually you 

have to sleep. Someone else has to take 
the helm because you are doing such a 
lousy job from tiredness , weawriness or 
coldness, or wetness or seasickness or 
just plain cussed-ness. Or maybe it is 
not the helm but the command, the 
watch; but there's no way you can go on 
without sleep . 

"How do you feel about that? It is 
your boat, your voyage, your passage, 
your problem, surely. But you must 
have sleep. 

"You are about to learn that old 
saying is a load of rubbish, ' If you want 
it well done, do it yourself1' You 
thought it was true, but it isn't. At sea it 
won't work like that!! 

"Your crew, in the shape of one or 
another of its members will do what you 
are doing and do it well too. Maybe 

even better than you! You as the rugged 
individual who has by sheer force of 
personal effort and willpower brought 
the whole project to fruit have to relax 
and hand over to crew. How do you feel 
about it!?" 

By Laurie Stubbs 

Well, that's the sort of thing the 
skipper's alter ego might be saying to 
him as the hours creep past. The crew 
will be standing by ready to take over 
but not keen to tell the skipper its time, 
anxious to have a go but not wanting to 
be rude. 

Such a scene is often played out 
sometime on the first day or night at sea 
at the start of a cruise where the owner/ 
skipper hasn't done it before. Often, 

even experienced skippers will let the 
same tableau develop, and both reflect 
the sort of thinking (or the lack of it!) 
that's been done before departure. 

Sooner or later, crew is essential. If 
the boat is not totally equipped with 
robots, all the electronic gizmos or wind 
vane steering, or is above twenty feet in 
length, you will need crew. Let's assume 
we are not talking about that rare bird, 
the person who is so much of a loner 
they want all the aloneness of being the 
one human being in a hemisphere of sky 
and sea. Perhaps the most telling argu­
ment for crew, and good dependable 
steady people at that, is where there's a 
man overboard. With good crew you 
have a problem, without you have a 
disaster, a life lost. 

Of the three elements, Boat, Crew, 
Skipper, none can stand alone or as a 
pair; like the three legs of a stool, all 
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IN one way it was a good thing so 
many people did not arrive in Hob4rt 

this year, it would have been a little 
expensive for yours truly. 

This is the man who staked jugs of 
rum and coke on Great News for overall 
victory in the 1988 AW A Sydney 
Hobart Race. She finished 4th. 

Then I had Southern Cross as winner of 
the AW A Championships. She came in 
2nd and let me assure you I have spoken 
to Bill Gilbert very severely for using 
the lousy excuse of the boat still being 
unloaded from its delivery ship that 
caused it to miss the first two races. 

To cap all that off I had Windward 
Passage II unbeatable for line honours. 
She didn't even make it. 

I guess in the first two instances I can 
take solace in the fact that I was very 
close, and in the case of Great News, she 
was looking pretty good until the next 
day when Southern Cross and Illusion 

Would you believe that 
this was taken on New 
Year's Day ... with 

still ample parking space 
for the smaller boats in­
side Constitution Dock. 
Long list of retirements 
by the favourites made 

most of the yachting wri­
ters'forecasts well off 

beam. (Pie-Peter 
Campbell) 

finally made it. 
I was worse off when it came to 

suggesting that "weather permitting" it 
was time the HalfTonners got amongst 
the pewter. As it turned out the weather 
did not permit. 

Best placed was Madmen's Woodyard in 
the hands of new owner John Messen­
ger. She finished 18th overall in a great 
effort. Who would want to be cooped 
up in a 30-footer for five days, 23 hours 
and - I'm ~ure the crew were counting 
- two minutes and 56 seconds. 

That's no fun - after a couple of days 
hard on the nose with rotten seas, 
followed by light breezes all over the 
place, any self respecting yachtsman 
could be forgiven for taking up 
gardening. 

One of the Half Ton crews not 
subjected to physical and mental agony, 
was that of the hot shot Half Tonner 
Half Hour. 
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Launched a few weeks before the 
AW A Hobart, this was the small boat to 
watch - state of the art design from 
Britain's Rob Humphreys, built and 
fitted to a budget of S160,000, the most 
modern of its breed to sail in Australia in 
the 1980s. 

When she became one of the first 
retirements people were not surprised. 
So often you hear the cry - "Those 
boats are too small to go to Hobart". 

Certainly on the surface that may 
have appeared the case. Retired on the 
first night and back at its dry berth at the 
Squadron on the Harbour by 3am the 
next morning. 

But according to skipper John Han­
cock, the boat was not the problem, the 
lack of experience in the small crew was. 

Half Hour was going well heading 
most of the Three Quarter Tonners 
when the southerly hit , changing down 
to a trisail and number 4 jib and sailing 
slightly cracked off at seven knots while 
the crew watched four One Tonners 
heading for home without rigs. 

Hancock says it was blowing 40 knots 
plus when he heard the 9pm weather 
forecast for two more fronts and that 
was when he decided the Hobart Race 
was not for them. 

"The boat was handling it just fine, 
the only damage we had was losing a 
batten when we were going for a reef. 

"The problem was with the people. 
We had six on board, all but two with 
vast experience. For those two it was 
difficult, they were getting thrown 
around the cockpit and it was very 



uncomfortable for them. When I heard 
more fronts were coming I decided we 
shouldn't be there. 

"Certainly you have to be confident 
in the boat in such conditions and we 
hadn't been in those conditions before. 
But the boat was handling it well, so 
that was not the problem. 

" It was the people. On a boat like that 
with a small crew you cannot afford to 
carry even one man. " 

That is certainly nothing new. But it 
is surely worth re-emphasising and 
thinking about for anyone planning to 
tackle long distance races in a small boat. 

Providing they haven' t taken up 
gardening, skippers of the small boats 
such as Hancock, would at least have 
been able to take comfort in the spread 
of yacht sizes in the top placings . 

1st - Illusion - 10.2m/Davidson 34 
footer. 

2nd - Southern Cross - 12.19m/ Farr 40 
footer . 

3rd - Ragamuffin - 24.13m/ Frers maxi. 
4th - Great News - 15 .24m/Farr 50 

footer. 
That is a great spread of size and 

undoubtedly the victory by Illusion will 
help encourage more skippers to go for 
that sized yacht instead of the drastically 
more expensive One Tonners. 

The Race was a triumph for Gino 
Knezic who became only the second 

Victorian to win the classic in its 44 
years . It was also a big one for skipper 
Ross Lloyd, head honcho at North Sails 
in Melbourne, who next tackles the 
Admiral's Cup trials in Melbourne 
aboard the new Joint Venture, Ron 
Elliott's new Farr 40. 

Speaking of Farr 40s, the second 
overall by Southern Cross was a mighty 
effort by owner Bill Gilbert and crew 
headed by Farr Design Office skipper 
Geoff Stagg. 

Late in the building and then held up 
by wharfies when it finally did· arrive in 
Sydney, the yacht was launched six days 
before the race started which gave them 
very little time to prepare. 

Plenty of people, myself included, 
were surprised when she was not among 
the retirements in the first 40 hours or 
so. That would have been entirely 
understandable, such little time on the 
water usually translates into breakages 
and problems. 

However, she not only held together, 
she nearly won the Race. Bill Gilbert 
puts that down to the building of Ian 
Franklin over in the Land of the Long 
White Cloud and the services of the Farr 
Office. T hey closely oversaw the build­
ing and then Geoff Stagg flew out to 
Australia to ensure it was right when it 
finally went into the water. On top of 
that he jumped aboard and ran a crew 

that was unknown to him and obviously 
did a very good job. 

That was all part of the Farr service, 
not a cheap service I'm sure, but one 
which Gilbert readily acknowledges 
made a big difference to the start of his 
One Ton campaign. 

As Gilbert says, with the results that 
Farr is getting, why go anywhere else at 
the moment? Perhaps Dennis Conner 
would even agree. 

The 1988 AW A Sydney Hobart Race 
was certainly a most unusual race. It was 
very long by modern standards, it had a 
surprisingly high number of retirements 
in the first couple of days in conditions 
which were not as bad as 1984, and who 
would expect a SO-footer to finish 
second on line honours, or for that 
matter, a 40-footer to finish fourth . 

There were plenty of holes and park­
ing tickets waiting for everyone when 
they got down to Tasmania including 
Great News and Southern Cross which 
copped bulk tickets to knock them out 
of the gold . 

It was not only frustrating for the 
yachtsmen. Forecaster Roger Badham 
sent me the following fax mid-afternoon 
on December 30th: 

"Who'd want to forecast for the 
Tassie east coast under these conditions!! 
And to think I'd like to live there. 
I'd have to give up forecasting." 

SYDNEY MARINE 
YACHT SERVICE 

(CYCA MEMBER) 

The GOR I Propeller Increases Speed 
The low drag of the prope ller means better sa iling 
characlerislics and ability to sa il closer to the 

1 wind. The whole rudder blade is used . 

Full Speed When Sailing 1 
The low drag increases the speed b) 0.5-1 knot. 

Full Po1<er When Going Astern 2 
The GOR I Propeller is a t least a, efficien t Js,1 

propeller ha vi ng fixed blades " hen going a~tern. 
but decre.:1se~ ~peed foste r. 

___ ,.. Full Po~er Wilh Ser Sails and Running on Engine 
Even the ligh tes1 breele "ill mcre:.t\l" the ~pt:ed . 3 

Full Engine Power in Calm Weather 4 
In calm wea ther the engi ne: po"er ca n be full) 
used meaning anot her 0.5 knol. 

Full Engine Power in Head Wind and Hea ,·y Seas 
The self-adJu~tment prevent:-. the engine from 5 
lctbounng and thus bc:1ng O\c:rltJJded. 

A GO RI Prort:lle r 1m:n.:a~~ tht: ~pt:t:d h~ ur tu 
0.5 knot. prolongseng1nt: tire:. 1111rru,c:~ rucl 
econom) and u1ihle:- the: J\;.ul ,1hlc: c:nginc: pov.cr 

Y SALES PTY. LTD. ,1 

Maroondah Hiqhway, Ringwood. (03) 870 2944. " 
ole Austrahan D1stnbulor. :c 

• RACING YACHTS 
SPECIALISED 

• TOWING 
• SALVAGES 

• INSPECTIONS 

• MOORINGS 

• REGULAR MAINTENANCE ON 
HULLS, ETC 

Operating successfully since 1976 
Enquiries, please call BRIAN ASHTON, 

Tel (02) 358-1485 
Urgent calls 925-3911 (pager no. 15870) 

P.O. Box 307, Kings Cross, 2011 
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COLLECTORJS ISSUE? 

SOLD OUT 
Offshore's Dec/Jan Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race issue, on sale in 

December, was a sell-out! If you have a copy chances are it will 
be worth more than its cover price . Advertisers reaped a bonus 

with ex tra sales in Offshore-Australia's world class 
yachting magaz ine . 

A dvertising (02) 764-1111. 

,- IAN KELSHA\N A SAIL MAKER 
-- NEW SAILS, COVERS ETC, AND REPAIRS 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ON CRUISING AND RACING SAILS. 

MUL TIHULL SPECIALISTS. (previously Flower & Adams Pty Ltd Qld) 
Located Above: 

TICKLES MARINE WORLD 
125 WELLINGTON ROAD, EAST BRISBANE Phone: (07) 891 5321 Fax: (07) 393 0509 

Agents: 
GLADSTONE SAILING SPECIALISTS Phone: (079) 72 3343 or 72 1818 

PICKERS (CAIRNS) CANVAS & CAMPING (070) 51 1944 
TIM MOORE MOOLOOLABA YACHT CLUB (071) 44 1355 

36 George Street, 
Caloundra 4551 , 
Queensland 
PH (071) 91 1855 
AH (071 ) 91 3281 

ROBERTSON YACHTS AUSTRALIA 

BUILDERS OF THE FARR 40 & FARR 37 
Both boats available in kits 

FOR SALE 
"QUEENSLAND MAID" 

Top performing Farr 40 launched 12/87 

• 13th 1987 Southern Cross Championship 
• 1st Division 11988 Brisbane-Gladstone 
• 2nd 1988 Hamilton Island Race Week 
• 4th 1988 Gold Coast Series 
• 1st 1988 S.C.O.R. Series 
• 1st Div 11988 Sydney-Coffs Harbour 
• 1 st 1989 XXXX Gold Coast Series 
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~ilton'Jsland 
RACE WEEK 89 

1-8 APRIL 1989 
INCLUSIVE HOLIDAY OFFER! 
12 DAYS (29TH MARCH) 
INCLUDING: 
..._ Yacht Hire (Oceanic 42's) 
..._ 1st Class Apartment 

Accommodation 
..._ Flights Direct from most 

Major Airports 
..._ Entrance Fee to Race 
..._ Race Insurance Cover 

SPORTSWORLD 
----HOLIDAYS----

PART OF SECUR ITY TRAVEL PTY. LTD. 

!!!!!II 251 , HAY STREET, EAST PERTH, WA 6004 
- ~ TEL: (09) 221 4222 TOLL FREE (008) 99 8069 
CREDITCARDS TELEX: AA95068 FAX: (09)3257332 

ACCEPTED CD 887 UC. NO. 9TA00410 








































































































