





























Sporting Sponsorships Winner with

OR the third year running, Conrad International Hotel and Jupiters Casino will again put its
support behind one of the most prestigious yachting events in the country — the Jupiters
Yacht Classic, off the Australian East Coast in August.

For the first time since its introduction by the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, in association
with Southport Yacht Club, the Classic this year takes in three States — Victoria, New South
Wales and Queensland. In addition to the traditional dash up the NSW coast from Sydney to
Southport, there is an earlier leg, from Melbourne to Sydney, for yachts coming from the

southern States.

Conrad/Jupiters sponsorship has
allowed the Jupiters Yacht Classic to
make a niche in the Australian yachting
calendar second only to the famous
Sydney-Hobart.

Each year the race to the Gold Coast
has grown in popularity and prestige,
the yacht fleet growing consistently
since Conrad’s initial involvement in
1987. This year, CYCA officials are
confident the race will attract close to
100 entries heading north from Sydney
on Saturday, August 5.

The marketing benefit from the race
can be seen in the vast quantity of
national media coverage the race re-
ceives, with a growing interest at an
international level.

The value of sponsorships of sporting
events is further evidenced by the varie-
ty of other sports that Conrad/Jupiters
have continued to support.

Conrad/Jupiters has got behind just
about every sport possible — from
basketball and soccer to horse racing and
golf. And the backing continues to pay
off.

In 1987, Conrad began sponsorship of
the Gold Coast Gamblers soccer team,
now the confident holders of the presti-
gious Ampol Cup.

Conrad has shown its support for the
Gold Coast’s two premier horse racing
events, both well known on a national
scale — the Magic Millions and the
Prime Ministers Cup.

From horse racing to foot racing, the
name Jupiters is now synonymous with
the country’s second largest sprint — the
Jupiters Gift, held on the Australia Day
weekend each year.

Also in the winning league are the
Gold Coast Cougars Basketball team,
sponsored by Conrad for the first time
in 1989 as they energetically pursue
entry into the National Basketball
League.

Various golf events have also been
backed by Conrad over the years — not
least of which is the Daikyo Palm
Meadows Cup which attracts world
famous golfers. Also on the sponsorship
calendar is the World Cup Triathlon,
which also attracts a world-class field.

ECAUSE of the late closing of

entries for the 1989 Jupiters Gold
Coast Classic, a complete list of entries
cannot be published in this issue of
OFFSHORE.

However, when the magazine went to
press, the club was confident that be-
tween 80 and 100 yachts would line up
for the start on Sydney Harbour on
Saturday, August 5, for the 380 nautical
mile dash up the NSW North Coast to
Southport on the Gold Coast.

Unfortunately, with Sovereign in the
United States and Windward Passage 11
undergoing a refit in Hobart, there will
be no maxis in this year’s fleet, but the
fast Queenslanders, Walk on the Wildside,
Innkeeper and Hammer of Queensland,
along with Sydney speedster, Rager, are
expected to set a cracking pace north-
wards.

The race record, set by Hammer of
Queensland in 1988, stands at 38 hours 57
minutes 12 seconds for the 380 nautical
mile dash with 11 yachts breaking 48
hours as they surfed northwards in fresh
to strong sou'westers.

On these pages are profiles of some of
the early entries and their skippers head-
ing north to the Gold Coast.

USTRALIAN Airlines are making

it very easy to take part in the
Jupiters Yacht Classic, by linking up
Melbourne, Sydney and the Gold Coast.
The package enables Melbourne sup-
porters to fly to Sydney with Australian
Airlines on Wednesday, August 2 and

stay four nights at the Sebel Town
House, view the Sydney race start and
then join the Sydney participants to fly
to the Gold Coast on Sunday, August 6
to stay at the Conrad International Hotel
and Jupiters Casino.

Return flights to the port of origin are
included in the package cost. Out of
Melbourne the cost, which includes 4
nights at the Sebel Town House and 4
nights at Conrad is $1,215 per adult —
twin share. Out of Sydney, four nights
at Conrad is $605 per adult — twin
share.

Additionally, up to three nights extra
at Conrad can be included at a cost of
$50 per adult, per night, twin share.

The package not only includes eco-
nomy air fares and accommodation, but
admission to ‘Hollywood Legends’ at
Conrad’s International Showroom,
transfer from airports to hotels and for
Melbourne passengers, a Skipper’s
Cocktail Party at the CYCA and a
Harbour Cruise to view the Sydney race
start.
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Supported by Bruce & Walsh Pty Ltd and Omega Watches

Offshore Magazine’s

For excellence in ocean racing

The skipper, navigator or crewman who, in the opinion of the judges. has been
outstanding in Australian and/or International ocean racing in the past 12 months

Same as the above but the award not open to Skippers or Navigators

The 1955/59 season must be his/her first season in ocean racing

Must be over 55. have at least 15 years of ocean racing behind him AND have
competed in the 1955/59 season. Open to all.

® Nominee must be a member of an AYF affiliated vacht club and the letter of nomination
co-signed by a Flag Officer. Club Captain or Secretary.

® Nominations close 23rd October 1989 and should be forwarded to:

General Manager, Cruising Yacht Club of Australia
New Beach Road, Rushcutters Bay NSW 2027

Presentation of awards will take place at the CYCA
on Thursday, 26th October 1989
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ADAMS 12 METRE

SPECIFICATIONS Sloop or Cutter

LOA 12.19m.
LWL . ...10.36 m.
BEAM ... 3.71m.
DRAFT

FIN KEEL ... 2.06m.
C/BOARDUP ... 1.22m.
C/BOARD DOWN ... 2.54m.

DOUBLE
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Prices start from $30,000. U
Choice of interior layouts

Available at different stages of construction.
Built to survey if required.

Centre cockpit version available.

For more information contact the builders.

SOVEREIGN
YACHTS PTY LTD. weovescrion wirn

Rob Legg Yachts PH: (075) 39 3344

Factory: 19 Enterprise St., Molendinar Estate, Southport, QId., Australia
P.O. Box 131, Ashmore City, Queensland, 4214, Australia A/H (075) 94 6097

This document is not contractual. All descriptions, illustrations, etc.
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Rating — 54.30’ IOR
Designer — Pepin Gonzales
Type — Fractional sloop
Construction — Exotic composites
Year built— 1988
Skipper — Jordi Brufau Redondo
Crew — 10
Sponsor —
Spanish designed light displacement
sloop, indicative of growing inter-
national yachting interests in Spain.

US WOMEN’S CHALLENGE —

USA

Race No. —17. Division — C

LOA —17.37m (57.0)

Displacement —

Sail area —

Rating — 46.7’ IOR

Designer — Guy Ribandeau-Dumas

Type — Masthead sloop

Construction —

Year built —

Skipper — Nance Frank

Crew — all female

Sponsor — Family Circle, Cruising

World, Yachting World

Second all-female crew which has

acquired Inespal, originally entered by a

Spanish syndicate. Racing in the same

class as the other all-female crew, Tracy

Edwards’ Maiden Great Britain.

EQUITY & LAW — The
Netherlands
Race No. — 20. Division — A
LOA—
Displacement —
Sail area —
Rating —
Designer —
Type —
Construction —
Year built —
Skipper —
Crew —
Sponsor — Equity & Law
More than 120,000 people saw this
boat on display at the Amsterdam Boat
Show and since then the veteran maxi
has undergone extensive work to
reshape the keel and get a new mast.

CREIGHTONS NATURALLY —
Great Britain
Race No. — 37. Division — Cruiser
LOA —24.25m (80.0)
Displacement — 34,546 kg
Sail area— Main: 107 sq m
Genoa: 183 sqm
Spi: 250 sqm
Rating — 70.0’ IOR
Designer — David Alan-Williams and
Doug Peterson

Type — Masthead sloop
Construction — GRP
Year built — 1980
Skipper — John Chitterden
Crew — 20
Sponsor — Creighton Laboratories

The yacht’s sponsors have set up a
fund to channel money into environ-
mental charities and as well will supply

all crews with toiletries throughout the
race.

SCHLUSSEL VON BREMEN —
West Germany
Race No. — 38. Division— D
LOA —19.20m (63.0")
Displacement — 23,830 kg
Sail area — Main: 77 sq m
Genoa: 92sqm
Spi: 280 sqm
Rating — 47.49’ IOR
Designer — Judel/Vrolijk
Type — Masthead sloop
Construction — GRP sandwich
Year built — 1983
Skipper — Harm Muller-Rohlck
Crew — 14
Sponsor— Beck’s & Co
Previously raced as Sisisi.

WITHINTEGRITY — Great
Britain
Race No. — 40. Division — Cruiser
LOA —23.53m (77.2")
Displacement — 32.6 tonnes
Sail area —
Rating — 67.8" IOR
Designer — Alan Gurney
Type — Masthead cutter
Construction — Composite
Year built — 1972
Skipper — Andrew Coghill
Crew — 19
Sponsor — Peter Barclay

The “Old Lady” of the fleet, the
former Great Britain II, showed there is
still plenty of life in her by taking line
honours in the Miami-Montego race
earlier this year.

FORTUNA EXTRA LIGHTS —
Spain
Race No. — 44. Division — A
LOA —23.46m (77.0°)
Displacement — 23 tonnes
Sail area— Main: 140 sq m
Genoa: 136 sq m
Spi: 290 sq m
Rating — 68.0’ IOR
Designer — Javier Visiers
Type — Fractional sloop
Construction — Composite sandwich
Year built — 1988
Skipper(s) — Jan Santana
Javier de la Gandara
Jose Luis Doreste

Sponsor — Tabacalera, SA (Fortuna)

Heavy sponsored Spanish entry with
a budget of $A4 million. Three skippers
include famous Spanish Olympic sailor
Jose Luis Doreste, winner of the Finn
gold medal at Pusan.

OUTBORN 52 — Germany
Race No. —45. Division — D
LOA —15.84m (57.0°)
Displacement —

Sail area —

Rating — 45.5" IOR

Designer — Peter Rommel
Type—

Construction — Aluminium

Year built — 1989
Skipper —
Crew — 10
Sponsor —

Newly launched German yacht of
which few details were known at the
time of going to press.

GOLDEN FLEECE — USSR
Race No. — 46. Division — A
LOA —25.0m (82.00%)
Displacement — 16 tonnes
Sail area — Main: 210 sq m
Genoa: 160 sq m
Spi: 350 sq m
Rating — 69.9’ IOR
Designer — Leningrad Shipbuilding
Institute and Leningrad
Design Group
Type — Ultra light-displacement maxi
sloop

Construction — Aluminijum alloy
Year built — 1989
Skipper — Alexei Grischenko
Crew — 14-18
Sponsor — Fazis, Pepsi

First Russian entrance in the Whit-
bread Race, Golden Fleece has a $US5.5
million budget, with sponsorship from
Fazis and Pepsi, the latter organised with
the help of Dennis Conner. The boat is
an ultra-light displacement boat with
hull nine tonnes lighter than any other
aluminium maxi.

GATORADE — Italy
Race No. — 88. Division — A
LOA — 24.38m (80.00)
Displacement — 28.7 tonnes
Sail area— Main: 180 sq m
Genoa: 148 sqm
Spi: 360 sqm
Rating — 70.0’ IOR
Designer — Bruce Farr
Type — Fractional sloop
Construction — Exotic composite
Year built — 1984
Skipper — Giorjio Falck
Crew — 16
Sponsor — Gatorade
Formerly NZI Enterprise which com-
peted in the last Whitbread Race but lost
its mast.

OPERATION CARGO — France
Race No. — 92. Division — A
LOA —22.00m (72.00"
Displacement — 35,000 1b
Sail area — Main: 1560 sq ft
Genoa: 1076 sq ft
Spi: 2798 sq ft
Rating — 70.0’ IOR
Designer — Guy Ribandeau-Dumas
Construction — Pre-preg carbon
composites
Type — Fractional sloop
Year built — 1989
Skipper — Alain Gabbay
Crew — 12
Sponsor — Bistefani
Exotic-built 72-footer from France
with $3-million budget.
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“It basically boiled down to a mutiny
but we managed to come to an amicable
arrangement and eventually got the boat
home.

“I can safely say, though, that it is the
only major argument that we have had
in a boat.”

Fifteen years and three cruising boats
later, Leon and Judy have finally come
up with what they feel is the perfect
cruising yache.

“Our first cruising boat was a ketch
fitted out like a floating home,” said
Leon.

“It was a big mistake. Although it
was comfortable to live in, it took ages
to get anywhere.

“As most sailors will come to realise
there comes a day when you have to go
to windward. It is impossible to run
with the breeze all the time.

“After we had spent nineteen and a
half days battling to get 1300 miles to
windward we decided the first priority
for our new boat was for it to have the
ability to work.”

A move to Queensland nearly eight
years ago gave them the opportunity to
test a number of hull designs.

Besides keeping his hand in with the
building game, Leon bought a half share
in Whitsunday Rent A Yacht.

With a range of 70 hulls and designs at
his disposal he was able to build up a
picture of his ideal cruising hull.

In 1985 they decided on an Adams
design but specified certain modifica-
tions to deck layout and especially to
cockpit and companionway

They took delivery of the hull on July
8, 1986, at Warnambool and then had it
trucked to Shute Harbour where they
put it in their backyard.

The next 11 months were spent full
time fitting out the boat with up to five
tradesmen at a time working on it.

It was here where I saved a lot of time
and money,” said Leon.

“lI am a great believer in letting the
professional do what he does best.

“This meant that Judy and I went to
work and earnt the money while we let
the experts fit out the boat.

“Too many people make the mistake
of giving up work to finish off their own
boat.

“When you sit down and work out all
the figures you'll find most would have
been better off continuing to work at
what they do best and paying for the
work to be done by other people.

“Each morning for 11 months we
started the day by giving our orders and
then cach afternoon checking the results.

“We had no troubles and the work-
manship was first class.”

Nearly a year of hard work saw the
12-metre sloop ready for launch on July
17, 1987.

Three days later, on the 20th, Leon
and Judy were on their way to the
Solomon Islands.

“We were intrested to see how the rig
performed as I had designed and assem-
bled the lot myself,” said Leon.

“When the ‘mechano set’ was deli-
vered | had to sit down and put it all
together.

“But any worries I might have had
with my calculations were soon dispel-
led for everything fitted perfectly.

“We had no trouble at all, despite the
pounding we took.”

Every bit of equipment used aboard
the Whitsunday Passage, above and below
deck, has been deliberately thought out.

At the bow the windlass and anchor
well has been designed so that Judy can
sit in the well while working the winch
to raise and lower the anchor.

The under-deck winch, made of mag-
nesium alloy, weighs only 15Ib.

The bow rails, about three feet back,
drop out and lock down when crusing
using the big genoa. The sail slots nicely
into the gap and does away with over-
lapping pulpits.

Thought has even gone into the spe-
cial hatch cover over the main saloon.
The reversible Barbarossa hatch, when

“Too many people
make the mistake

of giving up work
to finish off their

own boat.”’

in port, is front-opening, while at sea
the hinge is used at the front to allow the
back to open.

Although there are a number of units
available which can be opened front and
rear, this particular unit was chosen as
the frame houses all hinges and spikes —
eliminating snags that could grab work-
ing sheets.

Being involved in the charter business
for some years, Leon found that by
raising the emergency life raft off the
deck and housing it in a cradle the
effective life of the unit was almost
doubled.

Special thought, too, has been given
to the safety railing. “How often have
you heard an owner say ‘don’t lean on
the rails’,” asked Leon.

“On the Passage I have made sure the
safety rails will take any weight. This
has been achieved by fitting as solid rail
to the top of the structure.

“This now allows us to utilise the full
width of the deck in safety and gives
security at the extremes of the boat
where it is required.”

The idea was simple but it proved to
be a real headache to implement.

The main problem being that the
stainless tubing was not available in
widths that would provide a snug fit
where the rail was to join the top of the
staunchion.

The only way out was to machine the
sockets individually from a solid peace
of rod and then weld them to the top of
the staunchion.

Each selection of rail was then indi-
vidually fitted. In the event of an acci-
dent or damage only that section now
needs to be replaced.

A special wheel was built to suit a
cheap model auto pilot and an old
faithful piece of self steering gear they
call Nelson. It has travelled more than
100,000 miles with them.

Leon’s son, a shipwright in the Navy,
was given the love job of building the
wheel. It took 12 months to complete
but the finished product, beautifully
laminated teak with stainless steel rim,
was worth the wait.

Leon was washed overboard through
the stern railing out a yacht some years
ago in Bass Strait during a knockdown.

He’s made sure on his new boat that
the stern rails are extra high and that
no-one can be accidently swept between
them.

Great care has been taken in the
selection of fittings and working gear.

Take the boom vang and gooseneck
fittings. They are identical so that they
move on the same plane.

As Leon explained, many a boat has
suffered a broken boom because the
plane between gooseneck and boom
vang have differed.

All deck hardware is super light and
made of magnesium alloy. Alternate
means of battery charging is supplied by
solar panel housed on the cabin roof.

A lot of thought has been given to
crew comfort in the cockpit.

The seats made of teak, are specially
raised above the fibreglass so they are
never sitting on a wet bum!

They are also hinged, to allow ease of
cleaning.

The steerage gear is quite different to
most although readily available in Au-
stralia.

Made by Whitlock Cobra, an English
company, it has no chains or cables.

The unit has a rack and pinion steer-
ing box and incorporates solid steel
tubing to give absolute feel.

At the cent of the shaft it is an 8-to-1
reduction yet is only one and a half turns
from lock to lock.

Below, the boat is also innovative.
Great care has been given in working
out living and working areas.

Two months were spent working out
exactly where things were to go with
special thought going into the height of
the cabin.
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1989-1993 Racing Rules

By Gary Stephens, IYRU Judge, Senior Member of YANSW Racing Rules Committee,
Chairman YANSW Race Officers Committee, Senior Vice-President, YANSW.

UST when you felt comfortable with

the old blue AYF/IYRU rule book,
they’ve brought out a new one to keep
you on your toes. As if you didn’t
know, each four years the IYRU up-
dates and revises the rules. Where there
has been a change, the rule is marked
with a vertical bar in the margin.

All the changes are intended to make
the rules clearer, simpler, and more
effective; however, there are some signi-
ficant changes that you should be aware
of.

Diagram 1: Hailing to Stop or Prevent a Luff
— Rule 38.2(c).

{ Exonerate yourself by
©  doing two complete 360-
S degree turns.

Stay clear
boats until
on proper course to
next mark.

Fundamental Rule D

The amendment of the old rule 33.1
and its inclusion as a fundamental rule is
intended to achieve stricter observance
of the rules by competitors. Once a
yacht realises she has infringed a racing
rule or sailing instruction, she is obliged
to retire promptly or accept an alterna-
tive penalty. She should no longer con-
tinue to race as was the case with the old
rule 33.1.

Extra teeth have been added in rule
74.5(c) in that a disqualification under
Fundamental Rule D (and C for that
matter) cannot be discarded when calcu-
lating the total pointscore for a yachtin a
series.

Immediately get
clear of other I
boats. i

Boat hits

..’ B el
/ mark.

Definition — Sailing and Rule 54,
Propulsion

The old Rule 54 included a definition
of sailing, but this has now been ex-
tracted in simplified form and included
in the Definitions. At the same time,
rule 54 is rewritten and is more restric-
tive and better defined.

Pumping is only permitted on free
legs of the course and is restricted to one
(not three) pump per wave. Ooching is
no longer permitted. However, Class
rules may now alter or add to the
‘permitted exceptions’ — so a warning
to protest committees and competitors
to check the Class rules.

Definition — Tacking

The completion of a tack is now when
the yacht reaches a close-hauled course
in all situations. This will resolve the
problems with pre-start tacking man-
ocuvres for both competitors and pro-
test committees.

Rule 32 — Serious Damage

A protest committee now has no
option but to penalise a right-of-way
yacht when it is satisfied that that yacht
had the opportunity, but failed to make
a reasonable attempt to avoid a collision
which results in serious damage.

Also, be careful — it cannot be
assumed from rule 32.2 that if you hail
and therc is a collision resulting in
serious damage, you will escape being
penalised — you can only do so if you
also satisfy the protest committee on
rule 32.1.
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Rule 37.3 — Transitional

The addition of the word ‘initially’
after the word ‘shall’ in this rule makes
quite a change. It is intended to stress
that obligation of the overtaking lee-
ward yacht to give the windward yacht
‘ample room and opportunity to keep
clear’ does not last forever. Having
discharged this initial obligation, the
leeward yacht may then luff as she
pleases up to her proper course and the
windward yacht must keep clear. I am
sure there will be many ‘test cases’ for
this new rule.

Rule 38.2(c) — Hailing to Stop or
Prevent a Luff

In addition to the ‘Mast Abeam’ call, a
second call of ‘Obstruction’ can be used
to curtail a luff. In the old rule 38.5 the
windward yacht was permitted to ‘fail
to respond’ when ‘a third yacht or either
object restricts her ability to respond’.
Under these circumstances, if a collision
occurred no-one was at fault.

Frequently what used to happen was
the windward yacht hailed and the
leeward yacht stopped luffing.

Under the new rule, when the wind-
ward yacht hails ‘Obstruction’ the lee-
ward yacht is bound by the hail just like
‘Mast Abeam’ and when she does it
improper she protests. See Diagram 1.

Rule 39 — Sailing Below a Proper
Course

The last words of this rule have been
changed from ‘steering a course to pass a
leeward’ to ‘steering a course to leeward
of her own’.

Diagram 2 gives illustrations of when
the yacht ahead may sail below her
proper course.

Rule 52 — Touching a Mark

When you touch a mark, you are still
required to exonerate yourself, but you
now no longer have to perform that
often dangerous rerounding manoeuvre
(without rights). Now as prescribed in

“‘Leeward boat,
keep itup!”

May Boat A sail below her proper course?

Diagram 2: Sailing Below a Proper Course —
Rule 39. May Boat A sail below her proper
course?

Diagram 3. When You Hit a Mark — Rule
52.2(a).

rule 52.2(a), you are required to sail well
clear and complete two 360 degree turns
— See Diagram 3.

Rule 68.4 Exception to Protest Flag

This rule now makes it absolutely
clear that a third yacht protesting under
rules 33 or 52.3 must display a protest
flag unless she has seen one of the yachts
in an incident or the yachts which
touched a mark display a protest flag. In
other words, if the yachts involved in an
incident don’t want to do anything
about it and you do, then you must
display a protest flag then and there.

You will no doubt find other changes
that haven’t been mentioned here. Take
the time in our own interests to compare
the new and the old, and where you are
unsure of the differences, seek appropri-
ate advice. Protest committees will have
the luxury of time in a protest hearing to
read and apply the new rules, on the
water 1 doubt you will unless you’ve
done your homework.
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LIFERAFT
SERVICE

SURVEY/REPACK

Inc. Freight from
N.S.W.

4 person $195.00
6 person $225.00
8 person $245.00

$280.00
$295.00
$390.00
$420.00
$435.00

10 person
12 person
16 person
20 person
25 person

AYF/COASTAL

Repairs and
replacements
additional

Approved by:

Maritime Services Board
N.S.W.

Marine Board of Victoria

Dept. of Marine & Harbours
S.A.

Nav. & Survey Auth. of Tas.

Dept. of Defence (Naval
Support Comm) AS1822

Civil Aviation Authority

Zakspeed

144 Mason Street,
Newport, 3015.
Phone: (03) 399 1247.

OATOWNERS who keep their

craft on moorings or marinas will
have to pay twice as much from July 1
— and there is a hidden new charge for
boats under 10-metres in length.

Coming with increases in the Mari-
time Services Board fees for moorings,
boat registrations, licences and other
charges is a new requirement that all
craft on moorings or marinas must be
registered.

Until now only craft over 10-metres
and those capable of speed under motor
in excess of 10 knots have had to be
registered with the MSB.

As from July 1, the annual rental of an
MSB mooring for a 10-metre vessel on
Sydney Harbour or Pittwater will in-
crease from $150 to $300. The rental for
a vessel moored on other waterways in
NSW will also double, to $160 a year. A
similar increase will flow on to craft on
commercial and club swing moorings
and marinas.

In addition, the annual registration fee
for all craft will increase by $5 to $38 —
and now include yachts under 10-metres
which are on a mooring or marina wet
berth.

Announcing the increases, the general
manager of the Maritime Services
Board, Les MacDonald, said the fees for
mooring occupation licences now re-
flected more accurately current market
values, in line with recommendations
made by Dr Stewart Joy in his review of
the MSB.

In his report, Dr Joy said market
forces could allow increases of up to
fivefold beyond current levels for Syd-
ney area moorings and increased fees
had also been recommended by the
Leach Committee.

NDURANCE distance runners and
blue water, wave bashing sailors
generally don’t have too much in com-
mon, but the two disciplines will join
forces in a challenging two-day event off
the NSW coast on October 28 and 29.
The MMI 3 Ports Race, sponsored by
Manufacturers’ Mutual Insurance, has
become one of the most popular events
on the Sydney yachting calendar since

4
makes it so attractive is that the course
presents challenges to both sailors and
runners who are heavily dependent
upon each other to win, or finish, the
race.

The event, organised by the Middle
Harbour Yacht Club, aims to give
sailors more variety and novelty in their
sport.

The innovative race is Sydney’s mod-
ified version of the famous British Three
Peaks Race, which takes on the waters
and mountain peaks of England, Wales
and Scotland.

The format of the MMI race is this —
sailing crews remain on board their
yachts while their two runners pace it
out on land, then arrive back on board
to ocean race to their next destination.

The amphibious race, which is for
ocean-going monohulls and multihulls,
professional and amateur runners, in-
volves 117 nautical miles of sailing and
54 kilometres of running, and is divided
into three legs.

The adventure starts at 9am at Manly,
one of Sydney’s surfside suburbs, with a
10km run to Middle Harbour Yacht
Club at The Spit. Here the runners
rendezvous with their yachts which race
24nm to The Basin in Pittwater.

At The Basin, runners will be put
ashore for a 12km nature run through
Ku-ring-gai Chase to West Head and
back. With the runners back on board,

achts will race 65nm north to Bird
Island, off Lake Macquarie, and then
south to Patonga back in the Hawkes-
bury River.

The final running leg is the longest
with a 32km dash through the scenically
diverse Brisbane Water National Park.
With runners back on board, yachts will
race a final 24nm to the finish off Middle
Harbour Yacht Club.

Major Sydney and Pittwater yacht
clubs have agreed not to hold races
during that weekend to allow maximum
participation in the MMI 3 Ports Race.

Service groups such as the police,
army, navy and fire brigade, and staff
from business corporations are being
encouraged to charter yachts for the race
to demonstrate their athletic versatility
and teamwork.

Further information: Cathy Hawkins,
Race Co-ordinator, The Middle Har-
bour Yacht Club, (02) 969 1244,

HE chairman of the Short-handed
Sailing Association of Australia,
Malcolm Jack, has announced that the
SSAA will host the inaugural Australian
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Rule 37.3 — Transitional

The addition of the word ‘initially’
after the word ‘shall’ in this rule makes
quite a change. It is intended to stress
that obligation of the overtaking lee-
ward yacht to give the windward yacht
‘ample room and opportunity to keep
clear’ does not last forever. Having
discharged this initial obligation, the
leeward yacht may then luff as she
pleases up to her proper course and the
windward yacht must keep clear. I am
sure there will be many ‘test cases’ for
this new rule.

Rule 38.2(c) — Hailing to Stop or
Prevent a Luff

In addition to the ‘Mast Abeam’ call, a
second call of ‘Obstruction’ can be used
to curtail a luff. In the old rule 38.5 the
windward yacht was permitted to ‘fail
to respond’ when ‘a third yacht or either
object restricts her ability to respond’.
Under these circumstances, if a collision
occurred no-one was at fault.

Frequently what used to happen was
the windward yacht hailed and the
leeward yacht stopped luffing.

Under the new rule, when the wind-
ward yacht hails ‘Obstruction’ the lee-
ward yacht is bound by the hail just like
‘Mast Abeam’ and when she does it
improper she protests. See Diagram 1.

Rule 39 — Sailing Below a Proper
Course

The last words of this rule have been
changed from ‘steering a course to pass a
leeward’ to ‘steering a course to leeward
of her own’.

Diagram 2 gives illustrations of when
the yacht ahead may sail below her
proper course.

Rule 52— Touching a Mark

When you touch a mark, you are still
required to exoncrate yourself, but you
now no longer have to perform that
often dangerous rerounding manoeuvre
(without rights). Now as prescribed in

“Leeward boat,
keep it up!”

“Obstruction!”’

May Boat A sail below her proper course?

Diagram 2: Sailing Below a Proper Course —
Rule 39. May Boat A sail below her proper
course?

Diagram 3: When You Hit a Mark — Rule
52.2(a).

rule 52.2(a), you are required to sail well
clear and complete two 360 degree turns
— See Diagram 3.

Rule 68.4 Exception to Protest Flag

This rule now makes it absolutely
clear that a third yacht protesting under
rules 33 or 52.3 must display a protest
flag unless she has seen one of the yachts
in an incident or the yachts which
touched a mark display a protest flag. In
other words, if the yachts involved in an
incident don’t want to do anything
about it and you do, then you must
display a protest flag then and there.

You will no doubt find other changes
that haven’t been mentioned here. Take
the time in our own interests to compare
the new and the old, and where you are
unsure of the differences, seek appropri-
ate advice. Protest committees will have
the luxury of time in a protest hearing to
read and apply the new rules, on the
water I doubt you will unless you’ve
done your homework.

OFFSHORE — AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 1989 — 71












with over ¥U entrants braving Mel-
bourne’s winter.

In the first heat, that favoured the
carly starters, he won from Oomo (A.
Green) and Scal (J. Holroyd).

LBA, Mario Signorine’s Dragon, is
leading the fleet of 36 in Royal
Brighton’s Sunday morning Winter
Series.
Second is Richard Culver’s Pintado
followed by Jeff Farman’s Noelex 30,
Liquid Asset, third.

ITH four heats to be sailed, Bill
Hodder is leading the Ronstan
Racing Red Series sailing Zero.
Bill and Barry Fairley’s Long EIf is
holding second place one point ahead of
Peter Dore’s 2 Hot 2 Tutch.

NN Y
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Tel (02) 358-1985
Mobile Phone (018) 24-5810
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P.O. Box 307, Kings Cross, 2011

THE leading group of eight yachts
are tightly bunched after the first
three heats of Royal Melbourne’s Insail
Musto Series.

Tied in the lead on points are Stephen
Tait’s Wanita, Doug Lacey’s Taranakie
and Richard Ladley sailing Freedom.

N yachting terms David took on

Goliath in the 27 miles Nautical News
Two-Handed Yacht Race and won.

The small 10 metre yacht Chutzpah
tackled the 15.2m Budget Orix and
through superior sail and gear handling
easily won the day.

Budget Orix from Sandringham led
the 76 boats entered in the Nautical
News Two-Handed yacht race off the
block from the Brighton Pier and was
three minutes in front at the first mark at
St Kilda in the fluky 5 knot northerly
breezes.

However, as the race developed
Seaulater (Peter Gourlay from Sandring-

ham) which was running second at that
point and Chutzpah (Bruce Taylor from
Williamstown) began to climb back into
contention as the yachts tacked out into
the centre of Port Phillip Bay into the
light south-westerly breeze which had
sprung up.

Once rounding the centre course
mark and heading back to the Brighton
Control Tower under spinnaker Budget
Orix was able to hold off a very strong
challenge from Bruce Taylor’s Chutzpah
which had overtaken Seaulater.

The three minute lead which Budget
Orix held at St Kilda was not enough
and Bruce Taylor and crew Drew
Taylor were able with better tactics and
excellent windward pointing ability to
sail Chutzpah through into a three min-
ute lead by the next control point at
Brighton.

Taylor went on to win both line
honours by 7 minutes 50 seconds and
IOR Division corrected time by 1 min-
ute 24 seconds from Shambles and High-
way Patrol. Winner of Channel Handicap
Division was Buster Hooper from St
Kilda in his 32ft Starlight Express with
Seaulater second and Centurian third.

In the Performance Handicap Divi-
sion the three J24’s from Brighton took
out honours with Cookie Monster (1.
Torodi) first, Paddy Wagon second and
Special F.X. third.

“You’re REALLY enjoying this aren’t you?!”
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HROUGHOUT the 1989-90 sail-

ing season, the Middle Harbour
Yacht Club in Sydney celebrates its
Golden Jubilee. During the past 50
years, the club has grown from a small
group of local boatowners who were
barely recognised by Royal clubs, and
who had trouble asserting their rights
upon the water, into a thriving,
respected establishment with one of the
largest yacht registers and memberships
of any yacht club in Australia.

In 1939, the club was first known as
the Middle Harbour Cruising Yachts
Association. The driving force behind
the races was a local Spit boatshed
owner, George Griffin. George would
start the races from the verandah of his
boatshed; then jump into his dinghy and
row out to his yacht, which was moored
with a raised mainsail; get underway and
chase the fleet!

When World War II broke-out, yach-
ting virtually came to a standstill in
Sydney and the Association’s racing
program did not commence again until
1944.

It was this year that the Middle
Harbour Yacht Club was formed with
two racing divisions sailing without
extras because it was almost impossible
to get sailcloth.

In 1948, a MHYC vyacht, Shalimar,
won a protest against a yacht racing
with a Royal Club and this appeared to
be the turning point of the recognition
of MHYC’s rights upon the water.

In the fifties, the ranks of the club
swelled and its headquarters moved
from Griffins Boatshed to a clubhouse
of its own which was built by members
on the foreshore of The Spit. This
building is now occupied by the Royal
Volunteer Coastal Patrol.

The club’s first offshore race was to
Newport in 1954. A year later, a larger
fleet of yachts competed in the Sydney
to Lake Macquarie Race.

By 1956 a Middle Harbour yacht was
specifically built and campaigned for
offshore events. The yacht was Siandra,
owned and sailed by Graham Newland,
and it became the most famous yacht of
the 50°s. It won the 1958 and 1960
Sydney to Hobart Race and took out the
CYC’s first Blue Water Championship
in 1960.

By the early sixties club membership
had outgrown the home-built clubhouse
when the Old Spit Baths site, at the foot
of Parrawi Hill, became available and,
by 1963, the club obtained possession of
1t.

During this year, Australia was repre-
sented in the Admiral’s Cup for the first
time. MHYC member, Ron Swanson

designed a minimum-rated, double-
ended sloop, Camille and it was selected
on the team. The team came second and
Camille was its top scoring yacht.

The club’s 25th anniversary, in 1964,
was celebrated by holding the Inaugural
Sydney to Brisbane Race on March 14,
Today, the race is known as the Caltex
Sydney-Mooloolaba Race and is one of
the most popular offshore races on the
East Coast yachting calendar.

Around 1964, the club’s inshore rac-
ing fleets had as many as 116 yachts
competing — to the confusion of race
officials who were sometimes trying to
record the finishing times of 27 yachts
from different divisions within one
minute.

By 1965 the temporary marina — the
perimeter of the old Spit Baths — was
falling apart, and the club got approval
to construct a marina which was com-
pleted in 1968. The sixties ended with a
start being made on the construction of
the present clubhouse.

During the 70’s offshore and inshore
racing was active and the success of
junior and senior members at state,
national and international level was ex-
ceptional. The club was seeing World,
Olympic, State and National sailing
champions passing through the pages of
its membership books.

The MHYC entered the 80’s with a
respected racing record; an enthusiastic
cruising division, a reputable training
program, and a Navigators Association.

In the early eighties, it was the Satur-
day pointscores that the club thrived on

with more than 200 entries each’ year
and 180 regular starters. The Adams
Ten fleet became the strongest class — a
record the fleet retains today.

In January, 1982, the club conducted
its first World Championships ~— the
American Express J24 Championship.

In 1983, a new star appeared on the
club’s offshore scene — John Eyles in
Indian Pacific came fifth in the Sydney to
Hobart Race and, in another Indian
Pacific, in the horror 1984 Sydney to
Hobart Race, he came first on corrected
time and won Division B. In 1986, club
member, Tony Dunn, in Ex-Tension,
also came first overall and won Division
C.

In 1984, the International 505 Sydney
fleet rejoined the club which had been its
base for the first Australian 505’s in the
early 50’s and, in 1988, the club con-
ducted their World Championships.

From 1984, the size of Saturday fleets
in all clubs declined, a trend shared by
MHYC and by 1989 there are only 130
yachts raced compared with 220 in 1982.
However, twilight sailing and social

racing amongst professional and indust-
rial groups have escalated beyond ex-
pectation.

In 1988, MHYC was host to the
Bicentennial Tall Ships and the competi-
tors of the Goodman Fielder Wattie
Around Australia Yacht Race. Club
members competed in both the fully
crewed and short-handed divisions of
the 8,000nm race. Otella, skippered by
Colin Montgomery won both handicap
and line honours in the fully crewed
division with fellow club member,
Kanga Birtles coming second in Apple
Endeavour. The first Australian yacht
home and first in their short-handed
class were also members, Cathy Haw-
kins and Ian Johnston, sailing Verbatim.

This decade also saw the introduction
of imaginative events like the MMI
Three Ports Race and the Phillips Night
Race, and the introduction of a multihull

division. Cathy Hawkins
MHYC
GOLDEN JUBILEE
PROGRAMME
1989

Friday 11 August: Golden Jubilee Cock-
tail Party.

Saturday 2 & Sunday, 3 September:
Coca Cola Centreboard Classic.
Friday 8 September: Golden Jubilee
Dinner.

Saturday 9 September: Golden Jubilee
Regatta invitation to all major clubs.

Sunday 10 September: Centreboard
Sailpast.
Wednesday 13  September: Golden

Jubilee Wednesday Race.

Friday 15 September: Golden Jubilee
Regatta Prizegiving.

Saturday 30 September, Sunday 1 Octo-
ber: Raft-up with Cruising Division.
Friday 1 December: Golden Jubilee
Christmas Party.

1990

Friday 27 April: Golden Jubilee End of
Season Ball and Major Prizegiving.

GOLDEN JUBILEE YEAR
MAJOR EVENTS 1989-90
SEASON

1989

Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 October:
MMI Three Ports Race.

Friday 3 November: Philips Night Race.
Saturday 18 & Sunday 19 November:
Club Marine Challenge.

Wednesday 27 December: Start of
Cruising Division Christmas Cruise.
1990

Saturday 20 & Sunday 21 January: Bruce
& Walsh Short Ocean Race Cham-
pionships.

Tuesday 3 April:
Mooloolaba Race.

Caltex Sydney-
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