













































































Who was this bloke Beaufort? Why is
his scale still used in this modern age
of accurate weather forecasting?

Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, K.C.B.,
R.N., to give him his full title, lived
at the time when shot and powder and
wooden ships were the Navy's pride;
steamships were a noxious and putrid
thing of the Navy. The Admiral formed
a scale of wind forces ranging from nil
to hurricane force. Incidentally, the
word “‘hurricane” is derived from the
Carib Indian name for their god of
stormy weather, Hunraken, a word
Columbus introduced to European
dictionaries. Beaufort defined it in his
immortal scale as ‘‘a wind of velocity
above 75 m.p.h. Seas beaten quite flat”.
Such a wind, the Admiral added in a
note, might be considered justification
for a Royal Naval vessel to break
formation.

The Beaufort Scale is the most practical
guide to wind strengths that was ever
devised, and it has successfully with-
stood competition from every scientific
provement to date. It lists only 13
winds and starting with 0 on the Beau-
fort, works its way through various
strengths of breezes to gales, storms and
so to the dread hurricane — 12 on the
Beaufort. Hurricane winds have been
registered at 150 m.p.h., though experts
think there is good reason to believe
that they can and do reach 250 m.p.h.
Such velocities are happily unknown
in Australia though winds of over
90 m.p.h. have been registered. We are
lucky to be spared the hurricane winds
which sometimes lash the Caribbean
and in one such storm the ‘Aquitania’
had to heave to, and ports 50 feet above
the waterline were stove in by waves,

* * *

From the archives. A report in Seacraft
magazine of November 1948 on the
Montagu Island Race of that year
stated, ““Running by the lee before a
50-knot gale in heavy seas is a risky
business — an invitation to disaster.
One moment of inattention by the
helmsmen (a helmsmen, since it often
take everal men to keep the yacht
on her course in such circumstances)
can mean the loss of the mast, the
ship, the whole crew.

ocean contest yet seen in the waters,
in which only seven of 15 starters
completed the course. But none
tempted fate so persistently or with
such supreme disdain as did the crew
of Archie Robertson’s Hobart built
42-footer, ‘Mavis’.

“’On the last day of the race, prevented
from coming about by the hopelessly
tangled remains of a spinnaker clinging
to the yacht's forestays, ‘Mavis’' ' crew
ran her by the lee continuously for six
hours, without any preventer tackle,
to make sure of clearing Sydney Heads.
With mate, the late Ron Robertson at
the tiller throughout this period, the
low-wooded little craft shot the waves
like a skiff, planing for 200 yards at a
time, in bursts of speed estimated by
skipper Archie Robertson at 15 to
18 knots.

“This furious drive took little ‘Mavis’
right away from the other leaders,
‘Josephine’, ‘Defiance’ and ‘Kyeema’,
and brought her home with an hour
and a half to spare, to win line honours,

*Heavily penalised under the RORC
Rule for her harbour-racer design and
light construction, ‘Mavis’ was rele-
gated to fourth place on handicap,
winner of the main prize being the
steel cutter ‘Tradewinds’, which fin-
ished sixth, more than six hours after
‘Mavis’.

" ‘Tradewinds’, skippered by owner
Mervyn Davey, also sailed a magnificent
race; driven hard every inch of the
way, the 40-foot steel cutter did her
share of running by the lee on that
last wild day, when it took three men
on the tiller to keep her steady, Short-
ended, with ample freeboard, ‘Trade-
winds’ is a firstclass example of the
healthy, sea-kindly ocean-going racer,
wisely fostered by the RORC Rule.”’

Although the beacon may be operated
from inside the vessel or liferaft, the
best radiation is achieved when it is
floating in the water. A small L.ED.
indicates that the DON B900-1A
beacon is operating.

The storage life of the alkaline batteries
used in the beacon is three years. It is
recommended that once the beacon is
placed in service, either on board a
vessel or packed in a liferaft, that the
batteries are changed every 12 to 18
months and beacon operation checked
by the national distributor, who has
specialised test equipment for this
purpose. Battery life tests have indic-
ated that the beacon can operate for
periods well in excess of 48 hours.

EPIRB
{continued from page23 )

flights and mititary aircraft at ranges
up to 300 nautical miles to distress
situations involving surface craft.

The DON B900-1A emits for a mini-
mum of 48 hours signals which are

readily distinguishable from those of
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Yachtwear Research

A new organisation trading as Yacht-
wear Research has informed ‘Offshore’
that it is offering a safety service to
vachtsmen. The idea for the service
arose out of the frustration and
unnecessary expense that is evidently
incurred by many yachtsmen in com-
plying with the requirements of safety
inspections for offshore racing.

With regulations changing all the time
and with rigid schedules laid down by
overtaxed safety inspectors, many
owners have found it cheaper and far
easier to employ a specialist to do the
worrying for them. “’{t works well both
ways,”” Frank Arrowsmith, well-known
offshore yachtsman and proprietor of
Yachtwear Research commented. “The
service costs the owner nothing. We
procure whatever he needs at competi-
tive prices. We know what is needed and
we know where to go for it and we are
much more efficient in this regard than
the non-specialist. The cost of providing
the service is borne by the suppliers; it
comes out of their normal margins.
Many boat owners are too busy with
their own businesses to be able to afford
the time to keep their safety standards
up to requirements. Many waste money
buying the wrong thing or don‘t know
where to go to get the best deal. That's
why we started the service.”
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