


Cruise into the 80s 
with 
The tremendous 
advances made in 
the 70s by Hood 
in the innovation, 
design-and 
development of 
sails and 
sailcloths £ or 

• • cru1s1ng 
yachts are 
being 
carried 
• into 
the 80s. 
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HOOD SAILMAKERS (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD 
P.O. Box 165, Milsons Point, Sydney 2061 (02) 929-0700 
Sydney: Ian Broad, 
Ian Lindsay 
& Kevin Shepherd 
(02) 929-0700 

Melbourne: 
Col Anderson 
(03) 699- 186 I, 699-8614 
130 G ladstone St. 
South Melbourne 3205 

Adelaide: 
Don King 
A.H. (08) 248-3 198 
107 Hall St, 
Semaphore 5019 

Hood Wide Panel Cloth - a major 
breakthrough in cruising sailcloth for the 70 -

and now Hood Eclipse Cloth - a major 
breakthrough for the O . 

Perth: 

A product of 5 years' research and 
development, Eclipse has a built-in blocking 

agent that screens out the harmful effect of 
ultra-violet rays and locks in the strength. 

Hood Eclipse sailcloth is soft, easy to 
handle, available for yachts of all sizes, 

and after 3 years' sailing the tensile 
strength of Eclipse sailcloth is three 

times that of ordinary sailcloth. 
Combined with Hood 's Duroseam 
construction, patented H ood rings, 

reinforced batten pocket and 
custom handcraf ted 
the cruising sailor of the 80s 

just can't do better than 
Hood sails. 

Innovative sail design has 
always been a feature of Hood 
lo£ ts around the world. T hey 
are always searching for new 

ideas to make sail handling 
easier for the cruising 

yachtsman (e.g. the ulti­
Purpose Sail illustrated) 

and have man more 

Hobart: 

ideas on the drawing 
board. 

All of these features 
plus Hood's world 

wide network of sail 
lofts make Hood 

sails a must 
for the 

crmsing 
yacht ·man 
of the O . 

Phil H arry 
(09) 335.3734 

. George Pi ckers 
(002) 23-7766 

Brisbane: 

\\\nn 
69 Thompson Rd , 
North Freman ti e 6 159 

6 1 Salamanca Pl. , 
H obart 7000 

Inter.national Lofts: Aus tralia, Canada, England, France, Ita ly, J apan, New Zealand, West Germany and 1 A. 
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Cover: For the first time in 12 years, the 
record 1979 fleet had a downhill start on 
the way to Hobart. Modern /OR designs 
are not known for their ease of handling 
downwind, but in spite of crowded con-
ditions, the 147 starters made 

it down the harbour with extras flying 
and without mishap. It was a small 
boat's race; none of the placegetters was 
picked by the 'experts', proving once 
again that the Hobart is much harder 
than the Melbourne Cup for the betting 
man. Photograph by D. Co/felt. 
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OFFSHORE 
SIGNALS 

The Editor, 
'Offshore' 

Dear Sir, 
The Sydney Morning Herald ( 10th 
December 1979) told us that the 
Official Report on last year's Fastnet 
Race was compiled by "three highly 
experienced yachtsmen" and has been 
published. One of the conclusions that 
comes from the report is that there is 
no reason to impose any "experience 
requirement" for entrants in the Fast­
net Race. 

In stark contrast to this considered 
conclusion there is, as we understand it, 
a committee or (horror of horrors) a 
sub-committee set up to impose just 
such an experience requirement for 
entrants in the Hobart Race. 

One wonders why such a committee 
is necessary especially now the Report 
is out . One explanation that the 
thoughtful yachtsman will dismiss is 
that it is part of an inevitable move­
ment to the mindless bureaucratic 
control of everything we do . Yet 
one committee member has advanced 
as a cogent reason for raising th is 
committee the "fact that we had to 
show the D.O.T . in Canberra that 
we were doing something after the 
Fastnet." 

Well, it probably is possible to satisfy 
bureaucrats by imitating them, but 
it is a certain way to stifle, ultimately, 
the sport . 

The first and major problem is: How 
can experience be tested? Everyone 
can th ink of a number of defamatory 
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examples of people with whom one 
has been to Hobart yet with whom 
one would not wish to go again . Yet 
most of these people have been wander­
ing down the track year after year 
and their entry is accepted without 
serious question . On the other hand 
one reads of novices sailing half-decked 
skiffs to America. Nobody would 
suggest that, for instance, such an 
unhealthy qua! ification as merely being 
'known' to any such committee would 
be the test. 

The next problem is: What good will 
it achieve? No one needs reminding 
how the need for a licence to drive a 
car (a certificate of competency) 
has been an utter failure in stopping 
road deaths. Nor did the undoubted 
experience of the crews prevent the 
two recent, tragic disappearances of 
yachts in Australasian waters . 

It is agreed that attempts to control 
the physical nature of ocean-racing 
yachts have merit . But surely such 
hopelessly theoretical notions as con ­
trol! ing in advance the way people 
react to crisis at sea can be quietly 
forgotten. Surely this committee for 
competency which has slid stealthily 
into our midst can be unceremoniously 
booted out again . At least let it be 
subject to critical examination . 

Consider, finally, these thoughts . Who 
do you want to judge your sailing 
skills, your seamanship? Who is com­
petent to do that? Do you know who 
the present members of the committee 
are? Who might replace them when 
they get sick of committee life and 
leave? 

Have we stopped to th ink that the 
way to increase safety may be con­
centration on care problems, not 
merely a mindless increase in restrict­
ions. Have we grasped the concrete 
reality that the risks in ocean racing 
are, in fact, tiny but may ultimately 
be unavoidable? 

The Editor, 
'Offshore' 

Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
S.B. Austin (RORC), 
J. R. C. Harris 

Yacht racing, and particularly ocean 
yacht racing, is a spo rt that to the 
unitiated offers untold opportun ities 

of str iving to in by other than fa ir 
means. The oh' asked quest on, " How 
do they seal your eng nes?" demon­
strates cl early the picture in the lay­
man's m ind of yachts out of sight of 
each ot her, or at night with navig­
ation lights doused , forging ahead of 
their rivals under gasol ine or di esel 
topsails. Such things, of course, do 
not happen, and honour and ge ntle­
manliness preva il at least till after the 
finishing gun!!! 

Declarations to the effect that t he 
course has been sailed in accordance 
with the Sailing Instruction s and that 
all rules appertaining thereto have 
been obeyed are required p romptly 
after finishing all maor races, and it 
has occurred that yachts have been 
penalised for late or non -lodgement 
of these declarations. 

The Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 
sets it out clearly in its Sailing In­
structions, and under the heading of 
'Deel a rations' amongst other things 
states, "It is an essential part of ocean 
racing that yachts sail at night and at 
times out of sight of one another. An 
owner or his representative may there­
fore be the sole judge of whether 
the rules have been kept or not. He 
must, when signing his Declaration, 
be satisfied that the yacht has at­
tempted to win the race only by fair 
sailing, superior speed and skill and 
individual effort." (Italics mine.) 

An incident in a mid -week harbour 
race recently gave food for much 
thought. Two 40 to 50 footers were 
reaching neck and neck for the first 
mark of the course, and for some 
seven minutes there was no change in 
the relative positions of the yachts . 
Concentration was paramount , and 
no unnecessary talk was being count­
enanced by grim-faced , determined 
helmsmen . 

The leeward yacht - let's call her 
'A' - was blessed by t he presence in 
her crew of four d elightful bikini­
clad young maids, wh ile aboard the 
opposition not a boat length t o wind­
ward - we'll call her 'B ' - there were 
no such decorative helpfu l addit­
ives - not that 'B' weren't ad mirers 
of same, but it just so happened that 
aboa rd 'B ' there were present only 
males of the species. 

Now, the helmsman of 'A', having a 
surfeit of aforesaid pulchritude aboard 



and having tried by 'fair sailing, sup­
erior speed and sk ill' to be lead ing 
boat at the first mark (to no avail), 
decided to fa ll back onto a little 'in­
divid ual effort' . He suggested to one 
young lady of generous womanly 
proportions that she might stand in 
the weather rigging as near to 'B' as 
possib le while addressing herself 
to t he grim, determined, hard-
concentrat ing skipper of 'B' and mak­
ing as if to display even more of her 
womanly charms than were al ready 
in evidence. 

"Charl ie ... oh Charlie," she ca ll ed 
wh ile f iddl ing as if to undo the upper 
half of her bikini, "can I sai l w ith 
you next week?" The grim deter­
m in ation melted into a broad smile, 
t he reso lute ey es strayed from the 
set of t he sai ls, t he battery of instru­
ments and t he now even closer mark 

- all were forgotten in the gleeful 
anticipation of t he exposure that 
seemed 1m1nent, mindf ul t hat such 
ch arm s would be reclining on board 
'B's' well furbi shed decks next week. 

Too late - the concent ration gone 
in less time than it takes to tell, 'A' 
was a ful I boat length in front and so 
rounded the mark. 

Question: Did 'A' strive to gain the 
lead by other than 'fair sailing, superior 
speed and skill' , so contravening the 
rules governing the race, or could 
'A's' actions be regarded as ' individual 
effort' and so be quite an acceptable 
racing tactic? 

Let your mind run to the possibilities. 
Imagine that 'B' protests that 'A' 
attempted to win other than by 'fair 
sailing', etc. 'B' would argue that the 
action of the crew of 'A' interfered 

w ith his concentration, so prejudicing 
his chances of wi nning. 'A' wou ld 
maintain that h is crew cou ld move 
about the boat as they w ished and the 
sk ipper of 'B ' was in no way ob l iged 
to pay any attention whatsoever. 
Continuing these lines of t hought, 
supposing after due argument 'B' 
won the protest and 'A' was dis­
qual ified; skippers such as 'A's' wou ld 
have to keep their crew under com­
plete contro l and not all ow any dis­
plays t hat might distract another 
skipper. Whereas if the protest were 
dismissed and 'A's' actions given the 
green light, then lightly -clad beauties 
wou ld of necessity become part of 
every yact,t's equipment, for flashing 
at appropriate moments to t he detr i­
ment of other contestants' concen­
trat ion. What compet ition it would 
engender ! 

Incidentally, how would th is exp I an­
at ion of 'equipment' on your yacht go 
down with your wife? 

Yours sincerely, 

3 January 1980 
The Secretary, 

Allan Campbell 

Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 

Dear Sir, 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate the Cruising Yacht Club 
of Australia for the excellent manner in 
which they conducted the start of the 
1979 Hitachi Sydney-Hobart Ocean 
Yacht Classic. At the same time, I 
would like to extend my thanks to the 
officers of your Club for their co­
operation with the officers of the Mari­
time Services Board during the discus-

sion periods preced ing the start of the 
race and on t he actual day of t he event. 

It is w it h the co nti nuation of such co­
operation, not only w ith Club officia ls 
but also by t he sk ippers and crews of 
the compet ing yachts on the day of t he 
race, t hat we are ab le to ensure t hat t _he 
spectacu lar start of this eve nt wi 11 always 

. Je successful and, above al l, safe. 

On a persona l note, I wou ld li ke to 
thank t he CYCA for their hospita l ity 
and courtesies extended to my w ife and 
myse lf on the various occasions, on t he 
start of the race and on our recent vis it 
to Hobart. 

Yours sincere ly, 
J.F. Dodwe ll , 
Com missioner, Mar it ime Serv ices 
Board of NSW 

26t h Decembe r 1979 
The Secreta ry , 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australi a 

Dear Sir , 
My wife and I wi sh to t hank you for the 
invitation from t he Commodore F lag 
Officers and Race Director. 

It was a great privil ege to enjoy at c lose 
quarters the start of the great 1979 
Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. 

We wish parti cularly to ex press our 
thanks to Mr Storey, th e Race Director, 
and our host aboard 'Marabou'. 

Your Club must be congratulated for its 
notable contribution to an event which 
does great credit to our Country. 

Yours sincerely, 
Frank Donohoe 
Mayor of Woollahra 

January 25, 1980 
T he Secretary, 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 

Dear Sir, 
It would be appreciated if you would 
pass on the thanks from the members of 
my yacht 'Superstar ' to the Club for the 
hospitality extended to them during 
their stay in Sydney. I should also like 
to add my congratulations to the Com­
modore for being the most immaculate­
ly dressed Sydney-Hobart starter I have 
ever seen - it was good to see the sar­
torial elegance at the start was matched 
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Off shore Signals 

by a magnificent performance at the 
other end . 

A lot of discussio n took place in Sydney 
in re lat ion to t he use of the offshore 
mark in t he lo ng race of t he Sout hern 
Cross Series, and everyone with whom I 
spoke fe lt it was an exce ll ent idea. I 
know that t his was certain ly so in the 
case of the Victorian boats because only 
too often the offshore courses te nd to 
be reaching up and down the coast. 

The only other matter I should I ike to 
comment on is that of the parking in 
Rushcutter Park itself which I think 
assisted everyone a lot in their prepar­
ations and whoever organised it with the 
local council did a very great job. 

Best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 
Keith Farfor 

Runaway win for the girls 
On a balmy day in December, the 
Cruising Yacht Club held the first 
annual International Land Yacht 
Racing Challenge and International 
Match Racing Series . In two specia lly 
constructed boats, 'Bumblefoot' and 
'Hellsole', the crews of visiting South­
ern Cross yachts raced against each 
other in Rushcutter's Bay Park, 
around familiar orange buoys, for 
prestigious trophies and free beer. 

The Match Rac ing Series provided the 
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spectators with a gent le luffing match 
between 'Yeoman XXI' and 'Marion­
ette', which resulted in both boats 
being demolished. A spaghetti of tw is­
ted steel and sa il was hu rr id ly re­
asse mbled for the Internationa l Land 
Yacht Racing Cha ll enge between 
'Co ndor of Berm uda ' and 'Conga of 
Syd ney ' , 

Running in 'Conga' was the CYC's all­
girl team, recently victorious in Al ice 
Springs and no less confident of win­
ning the title against the boys from 
'Condor' . It was unfortunate for the 
English lads that Greg Gilliam chose to 
retrieve his beer from the track as they 
were rounding the mark. By failing to 
pick up thei r crew member, who was 
severely trampled in the ensuing 
debacle, they lost valuab le time and 
the girls raced away to victory. 

The $2,000 prize money donated by the 
owner of 'Condor' , Mr Bob Bell, was 
presented to Mr Charles Pr ice, Senior 
Administrator of the Spastic Centre of 
NSW, who was accompanied to this 
spectacular afternoon by Deidre 
Healey, the reigning Miss New South 
Wales . 

Scuttlebutt 

1980 Pan Am Clipper Cup Series 
The very popular Pan Am Clipper 
Cup Series last held in 1978 in Hawaii 
is on again this year, and Key Travel, 
which is the official travel agent for 
the series, have advised that those who 
intend to go to Hawai i should make 

• 



Will OU be 
• • sa11ng 

this winter? 
From as low as $26* per person per day you could be sailing in Greece ... 
or if you would prefer to see more of Australia, how about the Barrier Reef 
at $36* per day? 

But you could still be sailing the _summer way . Say on the Barrier Reef, Tonga, Greece 
or the Caribbean . The only problem with these areas will be limiting your crew, and 
preventing sunburn. The boats are in first class shape and there's plenty of cold beer. 

All this will probably cost less than a night's hotel accommodation . In fact on the Barrier 
Reef we can put a crew of five on a Mottle 33 for $36 per head, per day . Greece starts 
at a low $26 per head, per day on a Carter 33, and if some of your crew drop out or 
your friends can't get the time off, we can put you on a pot luck flotilla cruise in Greece 
for $ 23 per head, per day . 

Starting's easy too. Just call or write and we will tell you all about the boats, how to get 
there, what the area's like and how much it'll cost. 

We specialise in boating holidays, so we know just what it takes to satisfy even the most 
difficult charter requests. Whether it's sailing the Barrier Reef or skin diving in 
St. Thomas, the Virgin Islands, we can get you there. 

Just call Paul Christie or Geoffrey Hudspeth on {02) 358-2311 or write to: 

Seaspray Boating Holidays, 
Key Travel Service Pty. Ltd. 

*Travel expenses and provisioning extra 

KEY TRAVEL 
KEY TRAVEl' SERVICE PTY . LIMITED. 140 WILLIAM STREET, SYDNEY.NS W , 2011 , AUSTRALIA 

TELEPHONE 358 -2311, CABLES : KEYTRAVEL SYDNEY TELEX AA2722:9 
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Scuttlebutt 

their bookings now to avoid disap­
pointment. 

The series consists of three events with 
a total of five races. 

The Offshore Olympic Triangle S,eries 
(Category 11) is a three-race series, 
each race with a 25-30 mile course 
(100 points is awarded for first place 
and decreasing by one point per p lace). 

The Medium Distance Offshore Race 
(Category I) is 100-150 miles either 
around Oahu or along the north shore 
of Molokai (300 points for first and 
decreasing three points per place). 

The Long Distance Offshore Race 
(Category I) is the 775 mile Around ­
The-State Race (400 points for first 
decreasing four points per place). 

All races will be scored and there will 
be no throw-outs. 

The Pan Am Clipper Cup will be award­
ed to the individual yacht with the 
highest cumulative points for the entire 
series. The King Kamehameha Trophy 
is presented to the international three­
yacht team with the highest cumul­
ative points for the entire series based 
upon stand ings of yachts on inter­
national teams . 

Skippers, navigators and watch cap­
tains must be amateurs . 

Time allowances will be calcu lated in 
accordance with the USYRU Time 
Allowance System using a standard 
multiplier of six-tenths (0.6) and the 
adjusted mileage for each race . 

Hobart Race film 

Congratulations to the ABC, which 
must now rank somewhere near the 
top of the class when it comes to 
producing stunning yachting film. 
This year's Hobart Race film was pro­
duced by Jim Allan, directed by Peter 
Lipscombe and filmed by the cream 
of ABC Sydney photographic staff 
available at the time (they got some 
able assistance from Sir Ambrose 
Greenway, the navigator aboard 'Yeo­
man XXI', who is a photographer 
himself, and from Bob Fischer, a BBC 
yachting correspondent who shot film 
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from the deck of 'Condor of Bermuda'). 
Bill Russo did a fine job in the cutting 
and splicing, too, something which 
often goes unsung but which makes or 
breaks a film . The CYCA's own Gordon 
Bray owns the dulcet overtones and he 
is also the author of the very crisp 
narrative. Some segments of the film, 
taken from a helicopter which was 
pirouetting around the yachts on their 
way down, their brilliant-coloured skirts 
hiked high as they skipped across the 
paddock, are being used on ABC TV as 
'transition segments' (film cuts shown 
between programs). 

Bell & Howell Middleton 
Memorial 
The newest event in the NSW offshore 
calendar was held over the January 
long weekend in 10-20 knot breezes, 
and the two courses ( 10 R and Arbit­
rary) were sailed in fast times. 

The Category 2 Charles Middleton 
Memorial Trophy (IOR), raced from 
Port Hacking to Jervis Bay and return, 
was won by 'Nyamba' sailed by Graham 
Lambert. Second went to 'Onya of 
Gosford' (Peter Rysdyk) and third, 
'Hobo' (P . Cray) . 

The Bell & Howell Trophy Race 
(Arbitrary) over a course from Port 
Hacking-Sydney Harbour-Flinders It. ­
Port Hacking was won by 'De Facto' 
(R. Mitchell), with second going to 
'Shortwave' (I. Short) and third , 'Ram­
bull' (J . Lough). 

Prizegiving was held at the Royal 
Motor Yacht Club, Port Hacking 
Branch, under the auspices of the 
sponsoring Club, The Port Hacking 
Ocean Yacht Club. 

Pictured on trophy presentation day for two 
new offshore yacht races sponsored by Bell & 
Howell Australia and conducted by the Port 
Hacking Ocean Yacht Club are, from left, 
Graeme Lambert, who skippered Jim Hardy 's 
'Nyamba' to victory in the Charles Middleton 
Memorial Trophy race, and Colin Campbell, 
Bell & Howell Australia's Planning and De­
velopment Manager. The winner took home a 
Bell & Howell DCR 8mm sound projector and 
a pair of Nikon lx50 waterproof binoculars. 

Thanks 
The Club wishes to sincerely thank the 
following Members who allowed t heir 
boats to be moved to temporary moor­
ings and/or t hose who vacated th e ir 
marina berths so that competitors 
in the Hitachi Syd ney-Hobart Race 
might have more convenient berthing 
during that pe riod . It is apprec iated 
that this entails sac rifi ce on the part 
of these Members, and their gene r­
osity is very much app rec iated. 

I. Bridge, W. Mirow 
& P. Mathews 'Ci rein us' 

R . Copeland 'Windward I I' 
L. Green 'Mati ka II' 
J. Brooks 'Quadril le II' 
Mrs . L. Rydge 'Butterscotch' 
J. Keown 'Talei ' 
Miss W. Gardner 'Black 'n Blue' 
K. Dobbins 'Limited Slip' 
A. Cooley 'Industries' 
A. Wargon 'Leda' 
M. Green 'Corfu' 
M. Southern 'Mowana' 
R. Adair 'Leana' 
J. Phil lips 'Intro' 
G. Bai ley 'Re lish' 
A. Hatch 'Weather Report' 
T. Spooner 'Splay' 
H. Segal 'Kareena' 
A. Brown 'Misty' 
R. Moore 'Gee & Tee' 
K. Jaggar 'Vanessa' 
N. Christie 'Kismet' 
M. Hawksford 'Doub loon' 
B. Landis 'Joi de Vie' 
T. Dusseldorp 'Laroo l ' 
J. Corner 'Litt le Bee' 
S. Collakides 'Intuit ion' 
C. Troup 'Fu zzy Duck' 
P. Kurts 'Love & War' 
J. Blundell 'Andros' 
J. De La Vega 'Tam O'Shenter' 
K. Davis 'Davo Ten' 
J. Nan kervis 'Aquavit' 
D . Luker 'Kittiwake' 
J. Ward 'Skylark' 
B. Fo lbigg 'Catriona M' 
J. Harrison 'Sarie Marais ' 
J. Diamond 'Rum Runner ' 
N . Cassim 'Lolita' 
W. Sweetapple 'Pippin' 
J. Beale 'Vanda ' 
J. Bullock 'Spanker' 

Club Archivist 
Recently we were discussing the need 
for a qualified person to look after 
our archives. Mrs Aurian Bird, an 
act ive and attractive Sailing Associate 
who works in the library of the Ku­
ring-gai College of Advanced Educ­
at ion , volunteered together with her 
friend Phillipa Morris, B.A., A.LA. 
who is in charge of The Audio Visual 
Library at the Co llege. 

It is expected that these ladies• will 

(continued on page 21 J 
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HOBART '79 
The last of a decade 

by John Dawson 

The race has been won and lost, but for 
'armchair admirals' I again put pen to 
paper in regard to the way I saw it, from 
the 60' steel sloop 'Banjo Paterson' . 

Firstly, getting a ride was as not 
straightforward for many yachtsmen 
this year, particularly if they had not 
been a member of a specific crew. I 
think it was generally felt that with a 
record field, including a large number of 
maxis which needed approximately 20 
hands, obtaining a spot would not be all 
that difficult for experienced sailors. 
However, it seemed that, contrary to 
the experience of other Southern Cross 
years, overseas, interstate and maxi 
vessels arrived with a complete crew 
and, in some cases, with extras. 

Pierhead jumping was in evidence, but 
still a good number of imports as well as 
locals did not make it. Informed sources 
say that at least two good boats could 
have been well crewed by those who 
stayed behind; this seems to emphasise 
the increasing interest in ocean racing 
and especially the popularity of the 
Sydney-Hobart. 

Boxing Day dawned cloudy but fine 
with a light sou-easter nudging across 
the harbour ( it gradually freshened). 
This was contrary to the weather 
patterns that had made sai ling a little 
more difficult around Sydney waters, 
particularly in the previous week of the 
Southern Cross Cup. This wind also 
satisfied pundits who had been opting 
for a southerly start for a number of 
years, and it was the first from this 
direction since 1967 when the rounding 
mark (a buoy) at South Reef went 
missing, causing great confusion . 

The start would have to be the most 
spectacular ever; 146 boats broke out 
spinnakers of the most briMiant colours 
and varied panels, and they reached 
towards the Heads with the breeze a little 

aft of the beam in a 15 knot sou' 
easter. 'Condor' was first out with a 
couple of lengths to 'Bumblebee 4'. On 
'Banjo' outside we found the breeze 
had eased and the going not all that fast 
as we worked to windward in a left -over 
southerly slop. Just abeam of Botany 
Bay a squall hit at approximately 30 
knots and even the big 'Bumblebee 4' 
got down to two slabs and a number 
four headsail . Aboard the 'Paterson' 
we were contemplating another reef, 
and while John Sheridan ('Ballyhoo' 
fame) and Dave 'Chalky' Hutchen were 
making the necessary signs, the clew of 
our No. 3 came adrift (pulled right out). 
One jib down in 20 miles and only 600 
odd to go! 

Dusk saw the fleet that night pushing 
south with slightly eased sheets into a 
fairly lumpy swell and 25 knots over the 
deck. The glamour of the marina and 
the charisma of bar talk preceding the 
event had disappeared as we punched 
south. 

Even aboard 'Banjo Paterson', the crew, 
which boasted nearly 100 Hobarts 
among them, quietened as stale Xmas 
cheer possibly preoccupied thoughts 
below as we ploughed through the occa­
sional greenie. Our cook, 'the dog', 
seemed to want fresh air more than to 
occupy the galley, and the spaghetti 
bolognaise proved to be a little unpop­
ular that evening. 

As Wednesday evening progressed the 
breeze lightened, and by dawn next 
day it had nearly faded altogether. 
That Thursday just after first light it 
veered to the east and as it backed 
further to the nor'east it increased in 
strength. We gradually got east of the 
rhumb line sharpening up in the lighter 
wind and then sq uaring away as the 
breeze settled in . At midday we were 
east of Montagu Island. By nightfall we 
had a steady 25 knots with a clear sky 

and a sma ll following sea. What a way to 
go - by noon next day (Friday) in 24 
hours and with the breeze lightening we 
logged 240 miles to be abeam of 
Flinders. 

This had been a great way to cross the 
strait. 'Banjo' of course being a few 
years old is really beautifully finished 
in timber down below, and what a 
pleasure to come off watch and sit 
down at a gimbaled table and eat one's 
meal with all the comforts instead of 
juggling your dinner between knees as 
I had done on racing vessels in previous 
years . On the other hand she did not 
have fancy sails such as bloopers nor did 
she have wind indication gear. Her only 
instrument dial was boat speed 
(including log of course) and I must say 
that steering her during the night in 
front of that good nor'easter, which 
other crews advised gusted. 40, kept the 
helmsman alert, particularly around 
midnight when the breeze kept wanting 
to go north and the feel of it changing 
direction on the back of your head or 
behind your knees had to be your guide. 
Even without these 'sophistications', 
however, the old girl still reached 20 
knots on one wave revelling in the fresh 
going. 

Friday afternoon saw the breeze easing 
and backing with low scud coming 
across. We were one of the most easterly 
boats in the fleet and we still carried a 
port pole throughout the night shar­
pening up as the breeze softened. The 
other gybe was still not good enough in 
direction to consider crossing to. As the 
sea mist enveloped us the wind 
crumpled. The barometer gave no en­
couragement at all as it sat on 1023 mbs 
which is unusually high for the area. 

Saturday first light saw us between 
Maria Island and St. Helens. At this 
stage 'Bumblebee 4' was rounding Tas­
man Island in thick fog, and he well -
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