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Sailors wanted. Huge reward. 

What's more rewarding than a choice of superb 
six and eight-cylinder engines? A revolutionary 
Steptronic dual-mode transmission whic c 
read the driver's mind? An advance e ec 
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stability control system which seems to challenge 
the laws of physics? What's more rewarding? 
The satisfaction of driving the 1998 BMW 5 
Series. Come and see. Come and drive. 
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Credits 
COVER: AFR Midnight Rambler, battling through huge seas in 
Bass Strait on her way to a remarkable IMS Overall victory in 
the Tesltra 54th Sydney to Hobart. Young Hobart 
photographer Allee Bennett took this graphic picture which 
epitomises the storm-wreaked and tragic 1998 Hobart race. 

ABOVE: Dramatic picture of the dismasted yacht Stand Aside 
in huge seas as the crew prepare to be rescued by helicopter. 
These pies were taken by Peter Sinclair from the ABC 
helicopter piloted by Gary Tlcehurst which helped locate 
several yachts In distress. More pictures in main story from 
page 4. 



The 1998 Telstra Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race fleet 
sailed out of Sydney Harbour on Boxing Day, December 
26, in a festive mood. Five days later the last boat 
limped into Hobart after the fleet had been battered, 
indeed decimated, by the worst storm in the history of 
this ocean racing classic. Editor Peter Campbell 
assesses the drama of those few days, the losses and 
hopefully, the lessons to be learned by all who go down 
to the sea in small boats. 

ace of great sadness as six yachts-
men died at sea, of heroic bravery 

the rescue of some 50 others, 
yet a race of remarkable seamanship and 
courage by those who sailed their boats 
through the most devastating storm 
encountered in Australian ocean racing 
history to finish safely in the Derwent 
River. 

This is how we will all remember the 
Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart Yacht 
Race and the great trauma of those days 
and nights in late December 1998. It is 
an event that remain etched ip. the minds 
of: 
• Those many officials and members of 

the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 
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and the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania 
who worked around the clock without 
sleep to obtain accurate information of 
dramas unfolding so rapidly and to 
keep anxious relatives informed, some 
with sad news, others with glad news. 

• The gallant CYCA radio team of Lew 
Carter, Michael and Audrey Brown and 
the captain and crew of the Radio 
Relay Vessel lvung Endeavour who sel
dom left the radio room as they han
dled up to a dozen distress calls at a 
time, and helped co-ordinate the 
search and rescue operations through 
the Australian Maritime Authority 
headquarters in Canberra. 

• The heroic crews of the helicopters 

who put their own lives at risk in some 
of the most hazardous rescue opera
tions they have ever undertaken, as 10 
metre seas and near 80 knot winds 
turned the Tasman Sea, south-east of 
Gabo Island into a cauldron. In all, 
they and surface vessels rescued 55 
sailors through from the evening of 
Sunday, December 27 to the afternoon 
of Monday, December 28. 

• Ian &ndash; following is an addition to 
the lead story on the Sydney to Hobart. 
Please insert after the pinpointed para
graph starting "The heroic crews of the 
helicopters"; ABC helicopter pilot 
Gary Ticehurst and other media crews 
in helicopters who · ted in everal 
rescue operari 



Australian maxi Brindabella powers over a wave in Bass Strait during the severe storm which hit the fleet in the Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart. 

• Sam Hughes and his team at the Aus-
tralian Maritime Safety Authori ho 
worked so closely with CY 
operations team · 
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Had the Cruising Yacht Club of Aus
tralia acted to stop the race at that stage, 
many more yachts and their crews would 
quite possibly have been lost as they 
turned back into what became the worst 
part of the storm. 

Wisely, the CYCA maintained the 
stance, as it has always done, that under 
the international racing rules of sailing, 
fundamental rule 4 states that i"a boat is 
soley responsible for deciding whether or 
not to start or to continue ra · " 

At the race briefing o 
all competitors we 
responsibilities in 
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skippers 
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ing trawlers. 
In all, 55 

yachtsmen were 
rescued in haz
ardous day and 
night operations in horrific sea condi
tions. For only the third time in the 54 
year history of the famous international 
ocean race, a competitor died of misad
venture. Back in the 1980s, a 70-year-old 
crew member was washed overboard and 
fuo other died 
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yacht lay upturned. 
The crew abandoned the veteran cut -

ter Winston Churchill, a famous timber 
yacht built on the banks of Hobart's Der
went River and a competitor in the inau
gural Sydney to Hobart in 1945, as she 
began to take water rapidly, subsequently 
foundering. Air and sea searched initial
ly failed to locate the two liferafts. 

After nearly 24 hours, one liferaft 
from: Winston Churchill was located, with 
fo • ere members lifted to safey by a 

e · c ter. Several hours later the second 
fiv t was sighted - but only 
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The new First 40. 7 combines a sleek and sophisticated racer with all the comforts of a luxurious cruiser. Her 
Bruce Farr designed hull and powerful rig provide excellent performance whether racing or cruising. The 
extra-roomy cockpit features optional removable lockers that provide more space and less weight for racing 
or they can be fi lled with your gear·when going for a cruise. The elegant sa loon is efficiently designed for 
maximum comfort to seat eight. The Beneteau quality and craftsmanship is evident throughout from custom 
cabinetry to the fine interior joinery. The First 40.7 - for racing and cruising enthusiasts. Designed to 
accommodate all your sai ling needs from being the leader on the race course to taking a romantic sunset 
cruise on the harbour. 

Sydney Melbourne Pittwater Auckland 
Beneteau - Vicsail Sundance Yacht Sales Beneteau - Vicsail McDell Marine 

d'Albora Marinas Sandringham Yacht Club Heron Cove Marina lla Akatea Road 

New Beach Road Jetty Road Queens Parade West Glendene 

Rushcutters Bay 2027 Sandringham 3191 Newport 2106 Auckland 

Tel: 02 9327 2088 Tel: 03 9598 8999 Tel: 02 9999 0944 Tel: 09 818 7005 



the Tasman Sea, south-east of Gabo 
Island on the second day of the 54th Syd
ney to Hobart and continuing for more 
than 48 hours. 

But the race went on, as it should 
have, and 44 yachts reached Hobart, 
most of them relatively unscathed by the 
storm. Their crews told stories of great 
seamanship, of skilled sailing in the worst 
weather most crews had ever encoun
tered, of their successful fight for survival 
in Bass Strait, then as they sailed into the 
lee of the Tasmanian east coast, of the 
renewal of the race for line, overall and 

Top right: Satellite picture of the severe 
stonn which decimated the fleet in the 1998 
Telstra Sydney to Hobart. 

Centre: Landfile plot of Sked 10, based on 
positions of the fleet at 0300 on Tuesday, 
December 29. Search and rescue operations 
were still under way at this stage. 

Centre left: The Sydney maxi yacht 
Marchioness powers south under her big 
spinnaker. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

divisional handicap wins, victories 
that also will go down in the history 
of the Sydney to Hobart: 

The Overall IMS win by AFR Mid
night Ramhkr, the smallest yacht in a 
decade to win the race and another vic
tory for an Australian yacht designer. 

The Line Honours victory, her sec
ond, by the world champion maxi 
yacht Saymw,ra from the USA after a 
great dual with Australia's Brirulahella. 

The exceptional divisional win by 
Sailors with Disabilities with Aspect 
Computing, a crew that included a 
blind sailor and the youngest sailor 
in the race. jj 

Bottom left: The Queensland pocket maxi Bobsled sailing under stonn trisall 
only at the height of the stonn. (Pie - Richard Benne ) 

Bottom right: Sayonara sails up the Derwent River to take line honours in the 
1998 Telstra Sydney to Hobart -- again outside the race record 
(Pie - Ian Malnsbrldge) 
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A Winning Formula 
The Choice of Every Major Yacht Race Winner 

Hercules 2000 
THE WORLD LEADER IN RACING 

• Instruments 
• Classic Analogs • Gl'S 
• Autopilots • Plotter 

Hydra 2000 
THE ULTIMATE IN PERFORMANCE CRUISING 

Network Quad 
FULLY INTEGRATED, 

EASY TO USE AND 

AFFORDABLE 

B & G Winners Roll i 

Sydney to Hobart '98 
IMS Div.A 
1st Sayonara 
2nd Brindabella 
IMS Div. B 
1st Ausmaid 
2nd Ragamuffin 
3rd Industrial Quest 
Channel Handicap 
1st Area 
3rd Foxtel Titan Ford 

Plttwater to Coifs Harbour '98 
Line Honours 
1st Jarkan 
2nd More Witchcraft 
IMS Overall 
1st Loco 
2nd Bit o' Fluff 

Sydney to Mooloolaba '98 
Line Honours 
1st Marchioness 
3rd Sydney 
4th Morning Mist Ill 

Sydney to Gold Coast '98 
Line Honours 
1st Sydney 
3rd Marchioness 
4th Team Jaguar Infinity Ill 
5th Morning Mist Ill 

Brookes & Gatehouse has the answer at every level from Hobart & Whitbread winners to Weekend & Club Racers. 
Sailors around the world have always derived a unique satisfaction & confidence from seeing the initials B&G on 
their Marine Instrumentation. B&G has an unmatched reputation for: 

• Design • Reliability • Accuracy • After Sales Service 
We are also agents for: 
Yeoman - Electronic paper chart plotters Vtronlx - VHF Antennas Scanstrut - Radar Platforms 

Lorenz - 7-1 O" C Map colour & mono plotters Furuno - Radar, GPS, Plotters 

MAINSTAY MARINE ELECTRONICS 
1/4 Taronga Place, Mona Vale NSW 2103 
Phone: (02) 9979 6702 Fax: (02) 9999 3181 
Email: romojen@mpx.com.au Website: www.mpx.com.au 
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"For 8 hours at the height of the gale we used the Hood stormsail, with the Hood trisail set on either 
side of this period. All on board knew that if the sails failed we would have been in deep trouble, but 
they held through the worst of it." 

Ed Psaltis, Owner AFR Midnight Rambler - 1st overall IMS, 1st Div. D 

"Yendys has won her division 2 years in a row now. To do that you need sails that are fast and durable, 
service that's guaranteed and attention given to every detail no matter how small or trivial. That's what 
Hood Sails provides." 

Geoff Ross, Owner Yendys - 1st Div. C 

At Hood Sails we believe it's our job to provide you with the best sails to accomplish your 
performance goals. Our computer generated moulded sails give you lasting performance through our 
proven designs and durability. Results are easy to come by when you use Hood Sails - as all these 
yachts proved in the 1998 Telstra Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race ... 

Hood Sails Congratulates F-

• *AFR Midnight Rambler (Ed Psaltis/Bob Thomas NSW) 1st IMS overalf, 1st IMS Div. D • Yendys (Geoff Ross NSW) 1st IMS Div. C 
• Valheru (Tony Lyall TAS) 3rd IMS Div. C • Mercedes IV (Peter Stronach NSW) 3rd IMS Div. E 
• *Aspect Computing (David Pescud NSW) 1st Tas. Peri. Div. • *Tilting at Windmills (Thorry Gunnersen VIC) Channel Hep. 
• Partial Inventory 

flt-e 1h<~~d NMn-e tJr 6/)_t l111ai..f Jr9 
GET THE BEST OUT OF YOUR BOAT 

CALL YOUR LOCAL LOFT NOW ANO BENEFIT FROM THE HOOD EXPERIENCE 
Sydney: (02) 9905 0800 Melbourne: (03) 9646 5273 

Brisbane: (07) 3893 1022 Hobart: (03) 6223 5660 
Lake Macquarie: (02) 4950 4485 Townsville: (077) 715 429 

Gippsland Lakes: (03) 5156 7099 Perth: (08) 9386 3094 Darwin (08) 8981 2948 
Email: sails@hoodaustralia.com.au 



mendations. There is one issue how
ever which I will canvas because it falls 
outside the terms of reference of the 
Review Committee and is one which 
the sailing community must reconcile 
with other sections of the community. 

I personally have no difficulty with 
our sport requiring assistance from 
search and rescue organisations (both 
professional and volunteer) on occa
sions. If these facilities were not avail
able then so many "adventure" activi
ties that people like us enjoy would be 
severely curtailed. This is a privilege 
available to the entire community and 
one to be highly valued . 

The criticism, expressed by some, 
that our activities selfishly and irre
sponsibly place the lives of rescue per
sonnel at risk does not wash with me 
either. Firstly, we do conduct our 
events responsibly and secondly, res
cue personnel share the same spirit for 
adventure as we do - otherwise they 
would not be in their chosen profes
sion or volunteer activity. 
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What I am struggling with at pre
sent is the question of whether we give 
enough back to the community in 
return for the search and rescue ser
vices that we draw on on occasions. 
What is an appropriate level and form 
of contribution? (It is clearly not a 
matter of simply paying for a service, 
as and when provided, as this would 
open a Pandora's box of complexity -
who initiated the call for service, who is 
liable for the cost and what is the actu
al cost? Clearly there are some strange 
anomalies in the system at present - the 
trip in the helicopter from yacht to 
shore is free but you pay for the ambu
lance to hospital as just one example.) 
Do other sports or activities benefit to 
a greater or lesser extent than sailing? 
How are costs dealt with in other 
search and rescue situations? What 
other ways are there that we can con
tribute towards having a highly trained 
and magnificently equipped search 
and rescue service always available? Is 
it enough to say we are tax payers also 

and thus entitled to the service? 
The way(s) in which we deal with 

this issue in the coming months ahead, 
will in my view be crucial to how the 
public perceives our sport and its par
ticipants, and thus ultimately the 
future of the sport itself. 

In closing, we should not lose sight 
of the magnificent achievement of Ed 
Psaltis and his crew on AFR Mwnight 
Rambler in winning this year's IMS 
handicap honours - in a 35' version of 
"one of those light weight under bal
lasted modern boats that shouldn't be 
allowed outside the heads" (according 
to some) which copped the worst of the 
storm conditions. A truly outstanding 
achievement and worthy winners! 

Hugo van Kretschmar 
Commodore 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 

BELOW: South Australian yacht Secret Mens 
Business battles her way back to Eden after 
retiring at the height of the storm in Bass 
Strait. 
(Pie - Richard Bennett) 
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0 1n 1n a cade 
AFR Midnight Rambler, 
owned by Cruising Yacht 
Club of Australia 
members Ed Psaltis and 
Bob Thomas, is the 
smallest yacht in a 
decade to be the overall 
IMS winner of the 
Telstra 54th Sydney to 
Hobart ocean yacht 
race. Peter Campbell 
reports on this 
remarkable effort. 

I 
n a remarkable example of sailing 
skills and seamanship in the worst 
weather in 54 years, the 35-footer 

AFR Midnight Rambler finished the 630 
nautical mile race at 5.04 am on 
Wednesday, December 30, tenth in the 
fleet and ahead of many larger yachts. 

While the Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia did not officially confirm the 
IMS overall placings until the follow
ing day - at a public announcement at 

Constitution Dock, it was obvious that 
AFR Midnight Rambler could not be 
beaten. 

At she moored, the lone yacht 
inside Hobart's historic Constitution 
Dock, provisional progressive com
puter calculations placed the little 
sloop at the top of the IMS grand prix 
racer division, ahead of the Farr 4 7 
Ausmaid and the Farr 50 Ragamuffin, 
which had both finished late the previ
ous evening. 

That was how the final top IMS 
results read: 

1st - AFR Midnight Rambler, 
Robert Hick 35, owned by Ed Psaltis 
and Bob Thomas, Cruising Yacht Club 
of Australia. Corrected time: 2 days 12 
hours 36 minutes 23 seconds. 

2nd - Ausmaid, Farr 47, owned by 
Kevin Pearce, Cruising Yacht Club of 
South Australi a. Corrected time 
2:14:41:54. 

3rd - Ragamuffin, Farr 50, owned 
by Syd Fischer, Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia. Corrected time 2: 16: 18: 17. 

AFR Midnight Ramble1; is a Robert 
Hick designed 35-footer, the former 
Victorian yacht Chutzpah which Psaltis 
and Thomas bought from well known 
Melbourne yachtsman Bruce Taylor 

less than a month before the start of 
the Telstra Sydney to Hobart. Psaltis, 
from Sydney, is the skipper. Thomas, 
who lives in Cairns, is the navigator. 

They had no time to tune-up in the 
Telstra Cup, hoisting the new Fraser 
D4 sails as they left Rushcutters Bay for 
the start on Boxing Day. While their 
new sails were the key to the yachtis 
fast spinnaker run down the New 
South Wales coast and the ultimate 
hours of sailing down the Tasmanian 
east coast, it was one of the original 
sails that got them through the Bass 
Strait storm - a Hood storm jib. 

Ed Psaltis, 38, has been dreaming 
about winning the Hobart race since 
he was five years old. He has competed 
in 15 races while his father Bill, a past 
commodore of the CYCA, has raced in 
nearly 20. 

Talking to the media in Constitu
tion Dock, the former CYCA director 
and Sydney chartered accountant 
admitted it has been a bitter sweet 
result for his father who, while delight
ed about his son's result, also lost close 
friend Jim Lawler off Winston 
Churchill in the vicious storm in Bass 
Strait. 

A veteran of many ocean racing suc
cesses in small yachts, Ed put his victo
ry down to the fact that he read the 
book "Lessons Learnt from the Fastnet 
Race", the findings from that tragic 
race in England in 1979 when 15 lives 
were lost. 

"Unlike the others, we hit the worst 
when it was still daylight so we could 
see the waves coming. I then remem
bered reading that the only way to take 
on waves of that size was to take them 
on at a 60-70 degree angle rather than 
pulling away, risking being swamped 
and rolled by them". 

"In the end, this strategy was a mat
ter of survival as well as good race tac
tics". 

Ed was met at Constitution Dock by 
wife Sue, who flew to Hobart out for 
concern ofher husband, brother and 
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brother-in-law, all of whom were on 
board. 

"It feels funny being the only boat 
in Constitution Dock", admitted Ed as 
his small boat took up the first posi
tion in an otherwise empty dock. 

AFR Midnight Rambler and crew col
lected a swag oftrophies·at the Trophy 
Presentation held at the Royal Yacht 
Club of Tasmania. 

Psaltis and Thomas won the Tatter
sall' s Cup for first place overall, the 
RORC Plaque, the Government of 
Tasmania Trophy, the Marine Board 
Trophy, the CYCA Trophy, while Psaltis 
also received the magnificent Aude
mars Piquet Sydney to Hobart watch. 

Tattersalls also presented a special
ly struck medallion to each crew mem
ber - Ed Psaltis, Bob Thomas, Arthur 
Psaltis, Michael Bencsik, John Whit
field, Gordon Livingstone and Chris 
Rockfell. 

AFR Midnight Rambler also won IMS 
Division D, Bob Thomas won the Bill 
Owen Memorial Trophy as navigator 
of the winning boat, and the Alan 
Payne Memorial Trophy for the 
designer of the winning boat goes to 
Robert Hick, the Melbourne yacht 
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The crew of IMS 
Overall winner AFR 
Midnight Rambler 
aboard the little 
yacht after her arrival 
in Constitution Dock. 
(Pie - Lisa Smith) 

designer and sailmaker. 
The success of Ausmaid, the 1996 Telstra Sydney to 

Hobart overall winner now owned by Adelaide yachtsman 
Kevan Pearce from the Cruising Yacht Club of South Aus
tralia, in winning IMS Division B and finishing overall run
ner-up, is the best performance in the Hobart race by a 
South Australian yacht in many years. Pearce bought the Farr 
4 7 mid year and began preparing for a Sydney to Hobart 
campaign, putting together an excellent crew. 

After being "off the air" with no radio communication for two 
skeds, Ausmaid reported in just as CYCA officials were expressing 
concern - and at number one spot on the progressive computer 
calculations of overall IMS positions. After duelling with Raga
muffin down the Tasmanian east coast, she pulled away in the 
end to finish third across the line astern of Sayonara and Brind
abella, just nine minutes ahead of Ragamuffin. 

Third in IMS Division B went to Industrial Quest, the Nel
son/Marek 43 which represented Australia at the 1996 Ken
wood Cup and won the 50th Brisbane to Gladstone race last 
Easter. New owner Kevin Miller from Brisbane's Royal 
Queensland Yacht Squadron has continued this success, fin
ishing eighth across the line and third in Division B. 

Sayonara not only outsailed Brindabella in their duel for 
line honours, but also beat the Australian maxi on corrected 
time in IMS Division A 

CYCA director Geoff Ross sailed his optimised Farr
designed Beneteau 52, Yendys to victory in IMS Division C, 
the yacht encountering the worst of the Bass Strait Storm. 
"We were ahead of Kialoa's record on the first night before 
the front hit us," Ross said in Hobart. "On Sunday afternoon 
we recorded 76 knots true as we ran under bare poles - the 
entire sea was just white!" 

Newcastle yachtsman Jim Holley finished second in IMS 
Division C with his 14-year-old Farr 40, Aurora. This yacht is 
the former Witchcraft II, probably the most successful Farr 40 
ever to race in Australia, with wins in the Southport, 
Moloolaba and Lord Howe Island races. 

Third place went to Tasmanian yacht Valheru, the Eliott 50 
owned by Beaconsfield medico Tony Lyall but sailing out of 



JUS-T FOR PLEASURE 
X-YACHTS »Performance Range« 

The World's most successful in this field 

X-Yachts are performance orientated strongly built -
offshore cruising yachts which 

are meant to appeal to lovers of design 
and quality, cruising, and successful racing. 

such as composite hull and deck construction, lead 
bulb keel, steel girder bilge system, 
large diameter wheel and a clean practical 

All these yachts include a host 
of outstanding» X-YA CHTS features« 

deck layout, all of which will ensure many years of 
exceptional sailing performance 
and cruising comfort. 
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Costa 01 38 77 621 . SPAIN: X-YachtsEspa,ia 971 220044 . SWEDEN: Sune Carlsson Bdtuarv 08 717 0464. SwrnERLAND: 
BoBo Marine 071 680 05 55. TURKEY: Tursan Insaat 212 249 1029 

OTHER SALES OFFICES: 
AUSTRALIA: North/South Yachting 2 9979 3266 . CANADA: Oakvilk Yacht Outfitters 905 844 9733. HONG KONG: 2Z' North 
23 58 21 13 .JAPAN: 135" East 0798 32 1350. SINGAPORE: NatSteel Marine 54 31 651 . USA: X-Yachts USA 1 800 926 2878 
toll free. 

Ont Dtsign Clasus Pt,fo,m,mct CruiJin1 Unt 

X-99 IMX 18 X-132 X-362 X-412 X-442 

Jt-~ 
( WORLD CLASS SAILING YACHTS ) 

Fjordagervej 21 - Box 104 
DK-6100 Haderslev - Denmark 

Tel. + 45 74 52 10 22 - Fax. +45 74 53 03 97 
e-mail: x-yachts@post3.tele.dk 

www.x-yachts.com 

X-561 

orth South Yachting •Waterfront Office• Bayview Anchorage • 1714 Pittwater Road · Bayview · Sydney 2104 · Australia· Tel: +61 29979 3266 · Fax: +61 2 9979 3244 • e-mail: nsyacht@ozemail.com.au. 



Vidory for 
Veteran 
The famous Margaret Rintoul II, the orig
inal Ragamuffin now 30 years old, rev
elled in the heavy going to win IMS Divi
sion E and place eighth overall, also tak
ing out the Veterans Trophy in this, her 
22nd Sydney to Hobart. 

It has been a great year for owner 
Richard Purcell and his Sparkman & 
Stephens designed 49-footer, also win
ning the IMS division of the 25th Gos
ford to Lord Howe Island race last Octo
ber. 

Margaret Rintoul II shares the record 
of 22 Hobarts with another S&S design, 
Hugh O'Neill's Maile 'Jwain from the 
Sydney Amateur Sailing Club, which fin
ished second in the Veterans Trophy. 

Third in the Veterans Trophy went to 
Mercedes IV which, like Margaret Rintoul 
II, is a famous Admiral's Cup of the late 
1960s and early 1970s. The Ted Kauf
man designed Mercedes IV is now 
owned by CYCA member Peter Stronach, 
whose crew included veteran Hobart rac
er Bill Ratcliff, sailing in his 35th race, 
and his son, Luke, sailing his eighth 
race. 

Mercedes IV finished runner-up to 
Margaret Rintoul II in IMS Division E, 
with third place going to another veter
an yacht, Bacanli, owned by Victorian 
Yachting Council president Graeme Ain
lie and John Williams, from the San
dringham Yacht Club. Bacanli, a Peter
son 44, has sailed in 16 Hobarts. 

Only one yacht finished in IMS Divi
sion F - the Sparkman & Stephens 34, 
Misty, skippered by Bryan Clague from 
Momington Yacht Club in Victoria. 

Misty made Sydney to Hobart history 
by being the last of the 44 yachts to com
plete the 630 nautical mile race - and 
win her division. She crossed the line off 
Hobart's historic Battery Point late in the 
afternoon of January 1 to a great wel
come by the large crowd who traditional
ly "look at the yachts" on New Year's 
Day. 

Skipper Clague was pleased with the 
results, except that he and his crew 

arrived too late to attend the Yachties 
Farewell service for the six yachtsmen 
who had died at sea. 
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Co-owners of AFR Midnight Rambler Bob 
Thomas (left) and Ed Psaltis after their arrival at 
Constitution Dock - an overall win was looking 
good even then. (Pie - Lisa Smith) 

the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania. 
However, the Port of Hobart Trophy 
for the first Tasmanian boat on IMS 
went to Mirrabooka, skippered by 73-
year-old John Bennett, sailing in his 
38th Sydney to Hobart. Mirrabooka 
placed 14th overall, Valheru 15th, with 
the margin just 18 minutes on correct
ed time. 

IMS Overall winner AFR Midnight 
Rambler had a huge winning margin of 
more than 23 hours in IMS Division D 
with second placed Breakaway crossing 
the line in 40th place of the 44 finish
ers. Breakaway is a Swanson 36, built 30 
years ago and now owned by Martin 
Power from the Sandringham Yacht 
Club in Melbourne. She crossed the 
finish line three minutes before mid
night on December 31, 1998. 

Third went to the French crew 
aboard Noumea, a Young 11 , skippered 
by J ean Luc Esplaas from the Cercle 
Nautique Caledonien in Noumea, 
New Caledonia. Esplaas is a past win
ner of the Sydney-Noumea race. j. 

craw w1111 Dl8abllllas 
show lllllr abllltJ 
Without question, one of the greatest 
efforts of the 1998 Telstra 54th Sydney 
to Hobart was the performance of the 
crew of Aspect Computing, skippered by 
bearded Sydney yachtsman David Pes
cud and his crew of Sailors with Dis
abilities, plus a few "Abs" - able-bodied 
crew. 

Among the crew was the youngest 
sailor in the race, 12-year-old Travis 
Foley from Mudgee in rural NSW who, 
like skipper Pescud, is dyslexia. 

Not only did Aspect Computing 
complete the rugged race, she fin
ished ninth across the line and took 
out first place in PHS Division A. 

Over a beer in a Hobart waterfront 
pub, Pescud and his crew (Travis had a 
Coca Cola) celebrated their coura
geous triumph. They had survived the 
worst-ever Sydney to Hobart and had 
shown the able-bodied crews a clean 
transom. 

"I'm very proud of these guys; they 
did their stuff very well,"Pescud said. 
The most pleasing aspect of finishing 
ninth across the line, as well as being a 

Continued on page 69 



Swan 48 

The New Breed of 
Performance Cruiser/Racer. • • 

The new breed of Nautor's Swan Cruiser/Racer 
has captured the imagination of all yachtsmen 
seeking that elusive combination of racing speed 
together with elegance and style. 

the craftsmanship and attention to detail regarded as 
standard for Nautor. 

The Swan 48, 56 and 60 form a range of light, 
durable designs, adaptable to the needs of owners 
who have differing aspirations, but one common 
goal - uncompromised sailing prowess. 

Contact your local Sales Office for full details of 
the range and order book availability. Experience the 
new breed of Performance Cruiser/Racer from the 
world's premier yacht production. 

Each model exhibits in its construction the easily 
recognisable dedication to engineering excellence 
and use of quality materials. Options for rig 
configuration and keel shape, the clean, efficient 
decks and spacious interior layouts all incorporate 

Nautor's Swan Performance Range , .. , 1 , . 
48 48R 56 

Sales Office: 

Michael Bell Marine, 
The Quays Marina, 
1856 Pittwater Road, 
Church Point, N.S.W 2105. 
Tel: 61 2 9997 1225. 
Fax: 61 2 9999 2292. 
E mail: allboats@mpx.com.au 

, 1 
56R 

, . , 1 
60 60R 

Sales offices worldwide: 

Argentina • The British Isles • 
Benelux • Denmark • Finland • 
France/Monaco/Italy • 
Germany /Switzerland/ Austria • 
Greece • Hong Kong • Japan • 
Norway • Singapore • Spain • 
Sweden• USA 

OY NAtrrOR AB · A Subsidiary of UPM-Kymmene Corporation 

New Swan 56 

NAUTOKs 

SWAN 
Oy NAUTOR Ab, P.O. Box 10, 
FIN-68601 Pietarsaari, Finland 
Tel: +358 6 7601 111 
Telefax: +358 6 7667 364 
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CYCA Revievv 
Committee Work 
vvill take months 

yachts which competed in the 1998 
Sydney-Hobart Race fleet. The Frame 
of Reference includes: 

• Race Background 
• Weather 
• Communications 
• The ability of yachts and equip

ment to withstand the conditions 

Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia Commodore 
Hugo van Kretschmar 
expects that it will be 
several months before 
the 1998 Sydney Hobart 
Race Review 
Committee's work will 
be completed and 
findings announced. 

"While we are moving as fast as we can, 
thoroughness, not speed is what's 
important now," he said at a press con
ference at the club in mid-January. 

"We are working closely with the 

Coroner and respecting his wishes and 
keeping the details of our Review con
fidential. 

"In the fullness of time our findings 
and recommendations will be a matter 
of public record, but until that time it 
is critical that the Committee get on 
with the job." 

Commodore van Kretschmar dis
missed suggestions that the Club 
would not conduct an objective review 
on the basis all yachties have a vested 
interest in the outcome. "Our only 
interest is to reduce risk and improve 
safety for not only ocean racing but 
also every single person who ventures 
to sea in a boat," he said. 

The Committee has already estab
lished a Frame of Reference and issued 
an initial questionnaire to owners of all 

• The ability of Skippers and Crews 
to withstand the conditions 

• Search and Rescue 
It is expected to be some weeks 

before these questionnaires are com
pleted and the results tabled to pro
vide the Committee with a detailed 
understanding of exactly what the 
issues are. "Some aspects of our 
Review are self evident, and we are 
addressing them immediately. Others 
are not and will only become clear 
from the results of the questionnaire 
and review submissions from other 
interested parties," van Kretschmar 
added. 

Commodore van Kretschmar con
firmed that Peter Bush, the Club's 
Immediate Past Commodore and vet-

Continued on page 69 

FATE OF THE FLEET 
111e 1998 Telstra 54dl Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 
Started: 
Number of competing yachts: 
Number of competing crew 
Number of retirements 
Number of finishers 

J:~00 hours. 26 December I !lDH 

115 
11:Ei 

71 
H 

Search and Rescue Operations: 
Number yachts requiring rescue intervention 
\~ichts abandoned 

12 
7 

Crew rescued 55 
·l5 civil and defence aircraft - both fixed-wing and helicopters -
and three surface vessels were engaged by the Australian :\far
itime Safety Authority (AMSA) in the rescue operations in which 
5:'i sailors were saved from the turbulent sea. Civil aircraft lie,, 
about 500 hours in the resrnes while RA1\ and Il\AF helicopters 
and Orion aircrali were in the air throughout the first two davs 
of the search operation. 

Yachts abandoned: 
Stand Aside 
.\liinti111a 
Sword of ( )rion 
Bminess Post Naiad 
\\'inston Churchill 

18 February • March 1999 

Midnight Special 

Lost at Sea: 
Glyn Ch;u-lcs (Sword of Orion) 
Bruce (;uy (Business Post Naiad) 
Phil Skeggs (Business Post Naiad) 
Jim Lawler (Winston Churchill) 
l\Iike Bannister (\\'inston Churchill) 
John Dean (Winston Churchill) 

Acknowledgements by the CYCA: 
Australian l\faritime Saf<:tY Authorit\' 
Sailing 'fraining Ship '\cmng Endearnur 
Roval Australian :\iaw 
RoYal Australian Air Fol'Ce 
NS\V and Victorian Police. including Victorian l'oL\ir 
Roval \\1hn11cer Coast;tl Patrol. Eden 
. .\II aircrali and helicopter crews 

• Specific details of the search and resrne operations and, in 
par1icular. details ohrhy vachts retired are not a\'ailable at 
present as the radio logbooks from the RR\' \imng Endeav
our \\'ere taken by police in Hoban, acting on the ins1111c
tions of the '.\:SW State Corone1: 



SydneyOffim: 
Ph: 61 2 9979 8044 
Fax: 61 2 9979 6901 

Europe; Anmslu: 
(44) 1703 454 744 

lhl~; Sailing Division: 
(390) 583 469 614 

Hong Konw'f'hillipine.s; 
22 Degrees North: 
(852) 2358 2113 

Japan: T Sailing Systam: 
(81)798 66 6311 

East Coast USA; 
Thoroughbred Yacht Sales 

(1) 410 267 9419 

6l8ot Lakes USA; 
Active Yacht Brokerage: 

(1) 810 463 7441 

South Arnerim; Sobslud Sails 
(54) 17 42 5032 

Spain; X-Yodl1s Espoo S.L 
(34) 971 22 00 44 

Fronm; K-Yadlling lnl8molioool 
(33) 5 61 63 67 68 
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This superbly designed and 
crafted 40-footer was chosen 
unanimously above ten other 

powerful contenders to 
become a new one-design 

class racer for the 
Champagne Mumm 

Admiral's Cup - the world's 
premier ocean racing 

championship. 

Gordon Maguire said 
of the Sydney 40 

"This is the perfect boat for 
the Admiral's Cup. The 
Sydney 40 sharpens the 

senses and puts the 
excitement in every 

manoeuvre one makes. 
The crew really feel a part 

of the action." 

"Definitely for those with 
a passion for sailing 

a responsive, 
state -of-the-art yacht." 

"This is the yacht for the 
next millennium." 

• 

,-/ 
BASHFORD 

INTERNATIONAL 



Some 4000 people, fellow 
sailors, Hobartians and 
tourists gathered at 
Constitution Dock for a 
Sailor's Farewell to the six 
yachtsmen lost at sea in the 
tragic 54th Sydney to 
Hobart. Peter Campbell 
was among them on this 
moving occasion. 

r 54 years, historic Constitution 
Dock on the waterfront of the City 
of Hobart, capital of Australia's 

island State of Tasmania, has been the 
haven and temporary home for thou
sands of yachtsmen and women who 
have competed in the annual Sydney to 
Hobart ocean race. 

Here the rivalries and fierce competi
tion and the thrill of the traditional mass 
start from Sydney Harbour on Boxing 
Day, December 26, followed by the chal
lenge of the 630 nautical mile race, are 
quelled. 

Here the stories of huge waves, gale
force winds, encounters with whales, of 
daring deeds at sea are told and retold, 
always more colourfully with the frequent 
glasses of beer or rum and coke that are 
yachties' traditional postrace thirst 
quenchers. 

It is around Constitution Dock, over-
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Sailor's 
Farewell 
at Constitution Dock 
looked by the fine Georgian style red
brick and sandstone buildings of this 
once colonial outpost, that friendships 
are rekindled and new ones are forged. 
Here the city dwellers meet the seafarers 
as Hobart turns out to "see the boats". 

over the Y&S, a special 

ownerQ has developed 
between the city and the 
CCQelitOrS ii the arnl8I 
Syny to Hobal't. 1t is etched 
ilto Hoba11rs very psyche. 1/Uilh 
cololr, a wn1 welcome and 
hospitalll Hobarlians ennaace 
the yachlies as thei' own. 

In these words, the chaplain of The 
Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Monsign
or Phillip Green explained why it was so 
fitting that a thousand yachties and four 
thousand more Hobartians and summer 
tourists gathered at Constitution Dock on 
this hot summer afternoon to pray for 
those affected so traumatically when the 
fleet in the Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart 
Yacht Race was ripped apart by the awe
some power of nature. 

In the greatest tragedy in the history 
of Australian ocean racing, six yachtsmen 
died in the maelstrom created by storm 
force winds sweeping through Bass Strait 
and into the Tasman Sea, south-east of 

Gabo Island on the second day of the 
54th Sydney to Hobart and continuing 
for more than 48 hours. 

With a gentle seabreeze blowing up 
the Derwent on this warm and sunny 
afternoon, conditions contrasted starkly 
with the conditions the fleet had experi
enced earlier in the week, and the storm
force winds and wild seas that millions of 
television viewers around the world had 
seen in dramatic television coverage. 

As Monsignor Green began the 
"Yachties Farewell" and many of the sur
viving crew of Sword of Orion, Business Fbst 
Nai.ad and Winston Churchill joined rela
tives of the lost sailors, an estimated 5000 
people packed around Constitution 
Dock. Yachts already berthed lowered 
their forestay "battle flags" in unison as 
flags fluttered at half mast on the historic 
former Customs House, a symbol of the 
city's maritime heritage. 

"The tragedy of the 1998 Sydney to 
Hobart race has affected us all," he said. 
"That is why we Hobartians have come 
today in such numbers to show our sup
port to the yachties, to demonstrate the 
depth of our care, and to give witness to 
the reality of the unity that has been 
forged over decades of association. 

"We who live by the sea and depend 
on it know, like the yachties, its beauty, 
but also its power." 

In a moving and emotional eulogy, 
Commodore Hugo van Kretschmar of 
the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, the 
dub that organised and conducted the 
Sydney to Hobart every Christmas since 
1945, said: 



"We will miss you; we will 
remember you always; we will 
learn from the tragic 
circumstances of your passing. 
"May the everlasting voyage 
you have now embarked on be 
blessed with calm seas and 
gentle breezes. May you never 
have to reef or change a 
headsail in the night. May 
your bunk always be warm and 
dry:• 

A brave Karen Guy told of the family 
life with her father Bruce, who died 
aboard Business Post Naiad. "Christmas 
time for my family is always a sailing 
time .. . years of happy memories will 
always come back at this time of the year 
and are now more precious to me than 
ever." The Guy family's nextdoor neigh
bour, Mrs Stephanie Skeggs, also lost her 
husband, Phil, aboard Business Post 
Naiad. 

Steve Kulmar, helmsman of Sword of 
Orion and a friend of Glyn Charles, swept 
overboard and lost, spoke of the great 
skills of this British Olympic yachtsman 
but also of his great fellowship and 
acceptance by the Australian crew as "a 
good bloke." Nine of the crew of Sword of 
Orion, several battered and bruised by 
their ordeal, flew down from Sydney for 
the Yachties' Farewell. 

Richard Wmning, owner/skipper of 
the sunken yacht Winston Churchill, also 
flew down from Sydney and spoke with 
great · emotion of the loss of three crew 
members. He told of the sea so vast and 
the ship so small. He told of three "ter
rific mates" -Jim Lawler, Mick Bannister 
and John Dean - whom he had known 
since childhood, sailing with them and 
against them. 

As the families and fellow crew mem
bers of the lost sailors moved to the edge 
of Constitution Dock to caste rosettes 
into the still waters, the muted bells of St 
David Cathedral in this port city tolled 
their own tribute and many a sailor wept 
openly as they remembered those who 
had gone down to the sea and perished 
in storm and tempest. 

jj 

This moving photograph says it all! Taken by 
photographer Tony Palmer at the Yachties' Farewell 

at historic Constitution Dock it was published 
without a written word on the front page of 

Hobart's daily newspaper ''The Mercury" on 
January 2, 1999 in a moving tribute to those who 

died in the Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart. 

z 



Say
onara's owner 

foiled in race Larry Ellison 
said that the seas in 

record bid 
The US maxi Sayonara 
took line honours for 
the second time in the 
Telstra Sydney to 
Hobart, but once again 
the race record eluded 
her, as Kevan Wolfe 
reports. 

S 
ayonara, owned by Larry Ellison, 
head of the giant US computer 
software company, Oracle, 

crossed the finish line just after eight 
o'clock on the morning of December 
29, 1998, to take line honours in the 
54th Sydney to Hobart yacht race. 

Although ahead of the race record 
for most of the race, a damaged main
sail and fading wind down the Tas
manian coast and in the Derwent Riv
er ensured that Morning Glory's record, 
set by the German maxi in 1996, was 
safe. 

Unlike the traditional Hobart 
reception for the line honours winner, 
Sayonara crossed the line off at err 
Point to the most subdue 1 
the history of the rac 

There was not tH 
Army gun 
instead a 
sign 

. .,.,,.,....,.._., d its 

lost. 

ured out to 
sailing identity 
an guided the 

iles up the fickle 
ose that did were 

y pohce and media 

pa}'.ing its res ects to 
ho lfad ch 
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Bass Strait were the 
biggest he had ever sailed 

in. "We were beating into 50 
knot winds at 16 knots ,which 

meant that there was an apparent wind 
effect of 66 knots acting on the boat as 
huge seas swept the deck," he said. 

Although Sayonara missed the 
record by some five hours, Ellison said 

that he was not chasing records, he was 
more interested in holding the boat 
and crew together. "Things were get

ting 

~ional crew. s the best a 
world and tliere are a lot of little 

n't go sailing for 
a I very concerned 
ab ~---;..,,.,.;.;.:_:_ going to fol-

t we went 

h Sayonara 
icane in 
the race 
south of 

had enormous seas and the boat was 
going up and just dropping through 
the seas. We lost our inner forestay and 
things were breaking right and left." 

Sayonara's principal helmsman, 
Chris Dickson, sailing in only his sec
ond Hobart, said that the race was as 
tough as it gets. "We did it tough and 
we know that a lot of others did it 
tougher," said Dickson. 

Despite being driven hard, the boat 
and crew appeared to have suffered 
remarkably little damage. One crew
man had to be helped ashore with a 
broken foot and others had minor cuts 
and bruises. 

Graeme Freeman, a 25-year veteran 

of the race, was almost nonchalant 
about the conditions. He said that 
although it was tough, it was not the 
toughest race he had done. "The 1984 
race was tougher," he said. This one 

as more physical and we were thrown 
a lot. " 

the start of the race, Free
it would be his last Syd
" nd after this I think I 

· d up," he said. 
!ans to compete 
ace with friend 
th anniversary 
ish race which 

15 sailors 
die g second 
thou ke a lot of 

ive. 
"Thi ty horrible 

experie 



Farr I terna 10..Jilal 
(Australia) 

"This is one of my all time favourite designs. 
With its combination of strict one design, proven 
IMS and CHS results, it is unrivaled. 11 

I 
Bruce Farr. President, Bruce Parr & Associates Inc. 

No runners, no overlapping jibs 

• Owner/ amateur d iver eligibility wles & committee 

• Proven one design plus handicap race results 

• Built by Mcconaghy Boats, Sydney, Australia 

Te I: +61-3-9823-6243. 

E 
shane@ozonline.com.au --~ 

NSW: SYDNEY YACHTING CENTRE - Jason Rowed • Ph: (02) 9969 2144 • Fax: (02) 9969 4191 



Litany of Maritime Mayhem 
By Ed Featherston 

T:e chance to do a Telstra Syd
ey-Hobart race. Wow! This 

would be an experience of ,a 
lifetime for me. 

For despite clocking up 33 Bass 
Strait passages, including 15 Mel
bourne-Devonport races, with nine of 
them in my own Swanson 27, I had 
never set sail from Sydney in the clas
sic race. 

And what a race it would turn out to 
be. 

With a leave pass from my family 
and a ride teed up with Sandringham 
skipper Peter Hansen's maxi mauler 
Fudge (nee Future Shock), I knew I 
would be in the thick of the action at 
the front of the fleet. 

I had sailed with Peter in race 
record sprints across Bass Strait to 
Burnie (Walk on the Wild Side) and 
Stanley (Future Shock) and knew of its 

Melbourne-Low Head and Mel
bourne-Hobart records . 

The Elliott 56, bought by Peter in 
1994, had been given annual upgrades 
and each year it seemed capable of 
achieving even faster speeds in long 
races. 

It surprised the fleet with a third 
across the line in the 1997 Telstra Syd
ney-Hobart, and had been giving most 
of Australia's fastest ocean racers a 
caning in races ranging around the 
East Coast from Port Lincoln to 
Hamilton Island. 

This season Fudge has been spon
sored by Sydney hair care products dis
tributor Anton Starling. 

The night before the big race, as I 
stomped across the deck of Fudge at 
the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, I 
discovered Austrian Soling sailor 
Andreas Hahnakamp asleep in his 
sleeping bag. 

Andreas had flown in late from 

Frankfurt to join the crew despite his 
plane being forced to dump fuel and 
return when they were two hours out, 
then swapping to another plane to 
resume the flight. 

He was "fitting in" the Sydney
Hobart before heading to Melbourne 
to contest the World Soling Champi
onships as mainsheet hand for the 
present world champion. 

Our start out of the harbor was 
nothing to write home about, with 
another yacht blocking our charge for 
the line and an exit from the harbor 
pack at about No 11 yacht out to sea. 

Then up with the huge fractional 
spinnaker and with Fudge's designer, 
Greg Elliott of Auckland, glued to the 
wheel, we picked off the 60-footers 
and wore down David Witt's maxi 
Nokia and Grant Wharington's new 
Wild Thing. 

The romp along the coast was fan
tastic, the sort of sailing you dream of: 

Some myths just won't go away 
Myths like the one that says that all sail battens are the 
same. Or the one that would have you believe that after 
spending countless hou_rs developing and designing a 
sail, the sailmaker would say; "what the hell ... use 
broom handles for all the difference it'll make' 

Forget the myths, let's look at facts. 

Bluescreak battens are made of tough yet lightweight 
vinylester resin and are individually taper-ground by 
computer controlled shaping machinery to hold a sail's 
optimum shape for maximum drive. 

Bluestreak battens have been extensively developed and 
exhaustively tested in all racing and cruising conditions 
and are recommened the world over by leading 
sailmakers. 

So if you're afraid of things that go snap in the night, 
have your Bluestreak stockist reassure you today. 

NSW&VJC 

QLD 
SA. 
W.A 
TAS. 
NZ 

BLUESTREAK 
CONTENDERSAILCWTH 
DM.W. 
GLASSCRAFfMARINE 
MARINDUST 
PITERJOHNSON 
AUCKLAND-QCD 
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✓'/"--,. 
(02) 9820 1266 c . ,. 

(02) 9997 4099 
(CJTJ 3893 1055 
(08) 8223 3055 
(08) 9386 3792 
(03) 6234 5422 
(649) 366 7118 



high speed, flat sailing, tickling the today, welcome me as a friend and Then the blasting wind had us and 
speedo up to l 9knots. protect all my fellow competitors out we wound up to speed again, allowing 

But the weather reports didn't look here." us to run off for control as required 
encouraging. We were headed for wind I was perched on the starboard aft and pick our way through the vicious 
aplenty. quarter, safety harness hooked on and seas. 

Soon the wind speed indicator was a firm two-hand grip on the drum- That was the worst of it. Except for-
climbing into the 30s, then the 40s, tight runner sheet. the unfolding tragedy the radio s 
and the ride was becoming hairy. The big one that caught us lunged revealed as the smaller yachts sailed 

Asymmetrical kites were long gone, up with a 3m wall of foaming fury. into the.maelstrom. 
and the crew was working i~ way It exploded over the side, hurling Yachts relied, May 
through the sail inventory us sid down. s1ghtin uussmg 
and smaller sails went"'(')1n:::Jm'f'tlii~1~ ::,_;--l'l'lllf!''t!~Sk1tffll~CI ide, spread~,- ---ered, sailing friends g 
off. immersed. A litany of maritime mayhem. 

We bottomed out after the storm jib The vertical deck spewed water and Even as we came out of our predica-
came off and left us with a 10-year-old, crew across it, lifting the boom and ment and sailed in to the Derwent from 
somewhat baggy trisail. . dumping it on to the port steering 121 miles offshore, our celebrations to 

The first of our five knockdowns wheel to bend its l/2in stainless steel mark a torrid passage were tempered 
was a gentle slide sideways into the spokes like a bent penny. with respect for those who did not 
trough as a comber caught us up after Deck stanchions were tom away or come back and reassuring calls to our 
our boatspeed was clipped off trying to ripped out. families that we had safely made it. 
rise over a couple of close, steep seas. The torrent swept me off my perch, Would this be my first and fmal 

Three more knockdowns followed momentarily flagging me out before 
as the wind inexorably rose, register- my feet regained the deck. 
ing first 45s, then 50s, 60s, and 70s. Four other crew, including Haines, 
The peak was 80 knots, with the true navigator Robert Green and Peter 
wind up to 90! Newman, were scythed off their feet, 

Fudge slashed across the wavetops, to the end of their harness tethers, and 
the speedo mesmerising me at 14.8 almost overboard. 
knots. Down below, top Mornington 

Helmsman David Haines, of yachtsman and delivery skipper Gary 
Hamilton Island, a former profession- McCarthey was cata-
al fisherman and Straitsman with more pulted across the 
than 6000 Bass Strait passages to his interior, dislocating 
credit, threaded through the bullet- his left shoulder as 
like blasts of horizontal rain and the he crashed into the 
murderous waves coming at him at cabin top before 
express train speed. landing on a crew-

Steep, deep waves, close together. man in a leeward 
Seventy foot down from crest to bot- bunk. 
tom! There were other 

I was one of the many yachties minor injuries. 
caught up in all this through the fleet Fudge wallowed 
inwardly making my peace with my momentarily as the 
Maker. "Lord, I'm sorry for all the mis- crew scrambled to 
deeds of my life, and if my time is up regain the helm. 

The worn out a.w of Fudge relaxing as the Melbourne yacht 
ftnally salle In moderatllig we&u- down the east coast of 
Ta.nanla. (Pie - Ed Featherston) 

Sydney-Hobart? 
Trme will tell! 

jj 

Above: Tasman Island In the distance 88 Fudge 
salls Into a rea.tfvely calm Storm Bay on the final 
leg of the wild Hobart race. 
(Pie - Ed Featherston) 

Below: Melbol.me yachtsman and Journalist Ed 
Featherston enjoying the first afternoon of the 
Telstra Sydney to Hobart 88 Fudge charges 
down the coast under spinnaker before the 
freshening nor'easter. (Pie - Ed Featherston) 
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Trophy 334 

YACH 

Love to Race ... 
Dufour Yacht's range of Trophy racing yachts 

combine high performance with cruiser comfort. 
Winner of Spi Quest Regatta - France CH3 

Love to Cruise ... 
The Classic 38 is a fast elegant looking cruiser. 

One only stock boat available now for 
immediate delivery. 

For details contact 

Pacific Yachting 
Phone: (02) 4971 5566 

Fax: (02) 4971 5588 
dufouraust@hunterfink.net.au 
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rescues 
saved many 
from the sea 
Many, many stories have been told 
about the Telstra 54th Sydney to 
Hobart race. Here are just a few: 

John Campbell (KingurraJ - heroic rescue by PolAlr 
John Campbell is one of many sailors in the race who owe 
their lives to the heroic search and rescue operations carried 
out by Police, Navy and civilian helicopters and by surface 
vessels. 

John, an American, was saved after Polair had been alert
eded by Gary Ticehurst, pilot of the ABC helicopter filming 
the unfolding drama of the race. Within minutes the PolAir 
helicopter was in the air from Mallacoota Inlet and had res
cued John in a remarkable effort deserving public recogni
tion. 

The American had been thrown overboard from Peter Jou
bert's Kingurra after the yacht had been rolled over and dis
masted in huge seas 19 nautical miles south of Gabo Island. 

Yet the PolAir helicopter had him safely aboard after only 
40 minutes in the water in what must rank as the most dan
gerous rescue effort of the entire operation. 

"The sheer size of the sea and wind were incredible. It was atro
cious, probably some of the worst conditions I have ever seen," said 
Senior Constable Darryl Jones, pilot of the helicopter. 

With the chopper hovering over breaking waves that at times 
rose 10 metres high, and in winds of 60 knots, Senior Constable 
Barry Barclay dropped into the sea on the end of the recovery line 
to secure Campbell and then was lifted back aboard. 

The PolAir rescue was one of many remarkable flights by 
RAN, RAAF, Police and chartered civilian helicopters who 
flew hundreds of hours in answer to distress calls. 

In all, they lifted just on 50 crew members from six yachts 
which had been abandoned in an area some 50 to 100 nauti
cal miles south-east of Gabo Island - Stand Aside, Mintinta, 
Sword of Orion, Business Post Naiad, Winston Churchill and Mid
night Special. 

A further four crew were taken off by a fishing trawler from Solo 
Globe Challenger - all in heavy seas and continuing strong winds. 

Gary Schipper (Challenge Again) - saved from the sea 
Victoria Police inspector Gary Schipper is a big, big man and 
when he was tossed overboard just before midnight on Sun
day, December 27 from the Melbourne yacht Challenge Again 
he thought "this is it." 

Gary is a widely experienced international sailor, repre-



senting Australia at the Kenwood Cup and the Admiral's 
Cup where he was a foundation member of a band of 18-
stone plus crew members dubbed the BMAX Club. This was 
his 18th Sydney to Hobart. 

Two things saved him - he was clutching a Dolphin torch 
and the crew of Challenge Again were most capable seamen, 
led by the owner Lou Abrahams, a veteran of 35 Hobarts, 
and sailing master Fraser Johnston, who had sailed in 28 
races. 

Lou had elected to run back for shelter along the NSW 
South Coast as the storm worsened in Bass Strait. "We were 
sailing along quite comfortably when a massive wave reared 
up out of nowhere, spun the boat into a broach and sent 
everyone tumbling," a bruised and still shaken Schipper said 
after Challenge Again finally reached Hobart. 

"I had just unclipped to move my position on the weather rail 
when it happened. I was flung across the cabin top and over the 
leeward side into the sea. When I surfaced in the big seas on a 
pitch black night, I thought I was gone," Gary continued. 

"Then a realised I was still clutching the torch. Nor had I 
reckoned on the seamanship of the crew of Challenge Again. 

"In less than 15 minutes they were alongside me, but my 
problems were not over. They had to get me back on board. 

"They used the mainsail halyard clipped to me safety harness, 
but I was getting weak and every time they tried to hoist me I began 
lose my grip and also slip out of the harness. Next time I go to sea 
I will ensure I have a harness with under leg straps. 

"But those guys are great seamen and eventually they did 
get me back on board. Without them I wouldn't be here to 

Yendys surging south under spinnaker 
before the fresh nor-easter on the first 
afternoon of the Telstra Sydney to 
Hobart. (Pie -Thierry Martinez) 

boom had been broken. 

sail another day." 

Geoffrey Ross 
(Yendys) & -
reported 78 
knots ol wind 
Geoffrey Ross not only 
sailed his Beneteau 52 
through the worst of the 
storm, being one of two 
yachts to report a wind 
strength reading of near 
80 knots - Sword Orion was 
the other - but went on to 
finish 11th across the line 
and win IMS Division C. 

That in itself was a 
remarkable effort as 
lendys had to sail the final 
120 nautical miles with 
just a No 3 headsail as the 

In Hobart Geoff gave a graphic description of survival 
and success in a live interview with the CBS television net
work in America. 

"After the first 12 hours at sea, running south under spin
naker, it was an exhilarating sail - imagine hitting 20 knots in 
the big Beneteau," Ross said. "We were even ahead of 
Kialoa's record in 1975 that night." 

"The first taste of the south westerly change hit us short-

THE POWER 
TORELAK 
VOLVO PENTA COMPACT 
DIESELS 1O· 1O5HP 
Right from the 1 0hp you can relax and enjoy the benefits 
of Volvo Penta Marine diesels. 

Reliability, smooth running, freshwater cooling and 60A 
14V charging all add up to the very essence of pleasure 
boating. Comfort, easy handling and a feeling of safety. 

With eight models from 1 0hp to 105hp, the 2000 and 22 
Series diesels are the quality choice for sailing yachts and 
small power boats. 
Easy to install with three 
drive options including the 
silent running S·drive and 
with conversion kits for 
replacement of older Volvo 
Penta engines, they are the 
obvious choice for 
repowering and new boats. 

VOLVO 
PENTA 

Eastern Engine Pty Ltd 
Importer and Distributor 

PO Box 78, 70 Banya St, 
Bulimba, Old 4171 Australia ~ 

Tel: 61 (0) 7 3899 1622 Fax: 61 (0) 7 3899 1045 ~ 
www.volvo.com ~ 

For information and Dealers throuahout Austra lia. PNG. Solomon Islands. Vanuatu. 
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ly after midnight and the wind, and 
the seas, built during Sunday. 

"When we saw it reach 76 knots we 
were under bare poles, heading for 
New Zealand. Even with a storm jib up 
and two people on the wheel we could 
not control the boat. 

"The sea around us was just a 
seething mass of white water. For 24 
hours we did nothing else but manage 
the boat and the crew." 

Geoff told Offshore of what could have 
been another life and death incident. Bow
man Peter (Pete the Peeler) Seary was try
ing to get the kite down in 38 knots when 
the boat heeled wildly and the 35-year-old 
bowman was sucked through the lifelines 
under the spinnnaker. "Another wave lifted 
him and deposited him back on the boat," 
Geoff recalled. "He wasn't clipped on at 
the time. 

"The kit had shredded and before 
he had time to think about what had 
happened we sent him up the mast to 
retain the halyard." 
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John .... Steamer" 
Stanley (Winston 
Churchill) reslllent 
Hleralt survivor 
Still with his broken ankle in plaster 
and hobbling on crutches, John 
"Steamer" Stanley is back on the water. 
Not exactly sailing but enjoying a few 
days in Melbourne with his old mate, 
Ken Beashel, aboard Ken and Bar
bara's cruising boat, Mother Goose, as 
they watched young Adam Beashel win 
the silver medal in the Olympic 49er 
class at the 99 Worlds on Port Phillip. 

"Steamer" told another old sailing 
mate, Tom Stephenson, the 99 Worlds 
sailing director, that it was great to get 
back on the water although he admit
ted it might be a while before he was 
back actually racing yachts offshore. 

"Steamer" survived the sinking of 
the 56-year-old timber yacht Winston 
Churchill and was dramatically rescued 
by helicopter from the battered liferaft 
from which three fellow crewmen were 

lost at sea. 
The crew of nine took to the lifer

afts as the decks of the famous yacht 
were awash after the topsides were 
smashed in by a huge wave. In one lif
eraft were owner Richard Winning, 
Paul Lumptin, Bruce Gould and 
Michael Rynan. 

In the other, larger raft were John 
"Steamer" Stanley, John Dean, Mick 
Bannister, Jim Lawler and John Gib
son. Inside, they interlocked their legs 
for security, but that proved a bad 
move for "Steamer". As a big wave 
picked up the raft, his legs were 
pinned under the others and the force 
broke his ankle and disturbed his two 
artificial hips. 

Later on the Sunday night a mas
sive wave flipped the raft. 

Trapped underneath, the five had 
only ten minutes of air left. 
Perched on the raft's roof beam, 
they were comfortable, so they 
decided to cut a hole in the floor, 
now above them, to let air in. 

They floated that way for an hour. 
"Then we got hit by another wave, it 
rolled us over again and we were back 
the right way up," Stanley explained. 
But the force of their bodies landing 
on the already slit floor shredded the 
fabric and they were forced to the 
hang onto the outer tube. 

The five hung on desperately as 
they drifted in the big seas until about 
3am on Monday morning. 

Then they were hit and flipped by 
an "almighty" breaking wave. "I just 
held on and held on, and finally it 
stopped and I came up for air on the 
outside of the raft. 

"I yelled out "is everyone here?" 
and the only answer was John Gibson." 
The other three had been swept away", 
"I could see two people with vests on -
then they were gone." 

Despite vast air and sea searches of 
the area, it was not until 12 hours later 
that a plane flew over, sighting both 
rafts and the six survivors were 
winched to safety and taken to dry 
land. John "Steamer" Stanley and 
John Gibson ended up in hospital, suf
fering from hyperthermia, Stanley in 
constant pain from his broken ankle 
and twisted artificial hips. jj 



Grand Soleil conquers Europe. 
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PACIFIC RIM YACHTS 
78 WOLSELEY ROAD , MOSMAN 2088 
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DOUBLE ACCLAIM SUCCESS . J anuary 9 7 "Die Yacht" the 

authoritative German sailing magaz ine , named the Grand Soleil 37' BOAT 

OF THE YEAR - a first for an I tali an yacht. 

January '98 "Die Yac ht" named the new Grand Soleil 46.3 BOAT OF 

THE YEAR - a second acclaim for Grand Soleil. 

SALES SUCCESS. The outstandin g sa les success of th e 

Grand Soleil 46.3 has forced us co double planned production . More than 

50 Grand Soleil 37 's are now delivered. 

Meanwhile , a new model , the Grand Soleil 43', just launched has 

already sold hal f the first year's produc tion and a beautiful , new small 

sister will soon be announced. 

QUALITY WINS . The reasons behind this success are Grand Solei l 's 

blending of all its traditional strengths into every yacht: speed, structural integrity, 

quality and size of fittings, ease of handling for small crews, sailing comfort, 

safety, sea kindliness, beauty and style. 
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OVERALL AND DIVISIONAL RESULTS 
(WITH CORRECTED DAES): 

IMS OVERALL 
1. AFR MIDNIGHT RAMBLER, Robert 

Hicks 35 (Ed Psaltis & Bob Thomas, 

CYCA, NSW). 

2. AUSMAID, Farr 47 (Kevan Pearce, 

Cruising Yacht Club of South Aus

tralia, SA). 

3. RAGAMUFFIN, Farr 50 (Syd Fischer, 

CYCA, NSW). 

IMS DIVISION A 
1. SAYONARA, Farr 80 (Larry Ellison, St 

Francis YC, San Francisco, USA . 

2. BRINDABELLA, Jutson 75 (George 

Snow, CYCA, NSW). 
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NSDMSIONB 
1. AUSMAID, Farr 47 (Kevan Pearce, 

Cruising Yacht Club of South Aus

tralia, SA). 

2. RAGAMUFFIN, Farr 50 (Syd Fischer, 

CYCA). 

3. INDUSTRIAL QUEST, Nelson/Marek 43 

(Kevin Millar, Royal Queensland Yacht 

Squadron, Qld) 

IMS DIVISION C: 
1. YENDYS, Beneteau (Farr) 50 (Geoffrey 

Ross, CYCA, NSW). 

2. AURORA, Farr 40 (Jim Holley, Lake 

Macquarie Yacht Club, NSW). 

3. VALHERU, Elliott 50 (Tony Lyall, Royal 

Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas). 

IMS DIVISION D: 
1. AFR MIDNIGHT RAMBLER, Robert 

Hicks 35 (Ed Psaltis/Bob Thomas, 

CYCA, NSW). 

2. BREAKAWAY, Swanson 36 (Martin 

Power, Sandringham Yacht Club, Vic) 

3. NOUMEA, Young 11 (Jean Luc Esplaas, 

Cercle Nautique Caledonie, Noumea, 

New Caledonia). 

IMS DIVISION E: 
1. MARGARET RINTOUL II, Sparkman & 

Stephens 48 (Richard Purcell, CYCA, 

NSW). 

2. BACARDI, Peterson 44 (Graeme Ainley 

& John Williams, Sandringham Yacht 

Club, Vic). 

3. MERCEDES IV, Kaufman 41 (Peter 

Stronach, Cruising Yacht Club of Aus

tralia, NSW) 



• IIIVISDII F: 
1. MISTY, S&S 34 (Bryan Clague, Morn-

ington Yacht Club, Vic). 

.....a IWIIICAP DIVISll't 
11V I: 
1. ASPECT COMPUTING, Radford 16.5 

(David Pescud, CYCA, NSW). 
2. AVANT!, Beneteau First 38 (Christo

pher and John Mooney, Royal 
Brighton Yacht, Club, Vic). 

3. FUDGE, Elliott 56 (Peter Hansen, San
dringham Yacht Club, Vic). 

IIVB: 
1. BERRIMILLA, Joubert Brolga (Alex 

Whitworth, Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia, NSW). 

2. WAITANGI II, Jarkan 10 (David Wearn, 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, NSW). 

3. JUBILATION, Farr 40 (David James, 
Royal Brighton Yacht Club, Vic). 

CHIMll HAMJICAP: 
1. AERA, Swan 46 (Nicholas Lykiardopu

lo, Royal Yacht Squadron, UK, sailing 
under Greek flag) . 

2. TILTING AT WINDMILLS, Joubert 40 
(Thorry Gunnersen, Sandringham 
Yacht Club, Vic). 

3. FOXTEL TITAN-FORD, Farr 50 (Julie 
Hodder, Peter Sorenson & Stan 
Zamanek - Middle Harbour Yacht 
Club, NSW). 

4. JUBILATION, Farr 40 (David James, 
Royal Brighton Yacht Club, Vic). 

VETERANS TROPHY: 
1. MARGARET RINTOUL II, Sparkman & 

Stephens 48 (Richard Purcell, CYCA. 
NSW). 

2. MERCEDES IV, Kaufman 41 (Peter 
Stronach, Cruising Yacht Club of Aus
tralia, NSW) 

3. MARK TWAIN, Sparkman & Stephens 
39 (Hugh OiNeill, Sydney Amateur 
Sailing Club, NSW) 

1WT TIDt1PSON MEMORIAL 
TROPHY: 
CYCA Radio Relay Ship Crew of Lew 
Carter, Michael and Audrey Brown. 

4, 
&~~ 
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ALAN PIYIE BMORIII. TROPHY FIii 
NAVIGATOR Of WIIB YACH? 
Robert Hick, AFR Midnight Rambler. 

NAVIGATOR Of WINIG -
OVBWl YACH? 
Bob Thomas, AFR Midnight Rambler 

lllE ID8JRS: 
1. SAYONARA, Farr 80 (Larry Ellison, St 

Francis Yacht Club, San Francisco, 
USA) fl 2 days 19 hours 03 minutes 32 
seconds. 

2. BRINDABELLA, Jutson 75 (George 
Snow, CYCA, NSW) 2.21.55.06. 

3. AUSMAID, Farr 47 (Kevin Pearce, CYC 
of SA, SA) 3.06.02.29. 

In my photographic collection 
there are thousands of images 
of yacht racing action from 
all the major blue-water classics 
including the recent gale swept 
Sydney to Hobart. 
To order some of these dramatic 
photos shot in extreme weather 
conditions please give me a call 

or~ site 

Richard Bennett Photography 
P.O. Box 385 Kingston 
Tasmania Australia 7051 
Phone + 61 (3) 6229 2559 
Facsimile + 61 (3) 6229 7725 
Email richard@richardbennett.com.au 
Website www.richardbennett.com.au 
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On behalf of all competitors, their relatives and the members 
of the CYCA, the Board of Directors would like to thank the 
following individuals and organisations for their assistance 
during the 1998 Sydney Hobart Race. 

For their heroic nl outstn11ng actions In saving IVas: 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
Lieutenant Commander Neil Galletly 
and crew of Young Endeavour 
Royal Australian Navy 
Royal Australian Air Force 
Australian Defence Headquarters 
HMAS Newcastle 
NSW Police Service 
Victorian Police Service 
Victoria Police Airwing 
Hobart Police Service 
Eden Police 
Royal Volunteer Coastal Patrol - Eden 
Ambulance Service Victoria 
NRMA Careflight 
Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter 
ACT & SE NSW Aero-medical Helicopter Service 
Air Ambulance Service 
Gary Ticehurst - G & A Helicopters 
Crew of Moira Elizabeth 
Crew of Josephine Jean 

For provldng leadership: 
Peter Bush - in Sydney 
Greg Halls - in Eden 

For their dedication, care and sensitivity In handing 
communications with anxious and grieving ralatlVas: 
Tatiana Lubczyk 
Tara Kuznetsoff 
Halina Kupczyk 
Robyn Royle 
Nina McKinnon 
Andrea Holt 
Paul McTaggart 
Ben Muir 
Bruce Rowley 
Val Mallett 
Margot Connors 
Geoff & Pip Lavis 
Colin & Denise Wilson 

For their assistance with radio communications and 
support services to search and rescue aUthortllas: 
Phil & Liz Thompson 
Lew Carter 
Michael & Audrey Brown 
Howard Elliott 
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a 
Robert Badenach 
Mark Robinson 
Donald Graham 
Jon Meyer 

y ney 
ur Ro 

David James and the crew of Jubilation 
Jeff Cordell and the crew of Kendell 
Lesley Blyth 
Jeff Boyes 
Chris Brown 
Michael Collinson 
Bruce Cooley 
Edward Downie 
Martin Farley 
Andy Hay 
Georgina Ingles 
Michael Jenner 
Tom Kirkland 
Michael Laing 
Stewart Lamont 
Ian McLaren 
William Reynolds 
Barry Scott 
Robert Waller 

For their outsUnllng work In co-ae-eaati111 the media: 
Peter Campbell 
Lisa Smith 
Kelly Foster 
Meredith Gray 
Amelia Cater 
Craig Macauley 

For 08Var basttatilll In their 11W11't of tha CYCA and 
the avant 
Telstra 

For their aulstanca to crews of retired yachts: 
Captain Max Saunders - Harbour Master Port of Eden 
The communities of Eden, Ulladulla, Merimbula, Pambula 
and Bermagui 

For supportive coverage of the sport of ocean racing 
and the CYCA race organlnllon: 
Network TEN 
Rob Mundie 

For what they have taken on In agreeing to ba part of 
the Review commmae: 
Peter Bush 
Greg Halls 
Richard Hammond 
Roger Hickman 
Grant Simmer 
Donald Graham 
Howard Elliott 



I was approaching land," the tired 
skipper said as the repair crew got to 
work. 

"At one stage I was heading for the 
south of Tasmania in the dark and 
couldn't see a thing. I was doing 12 to 
15 knots and I thought 'I hope the 
radar and GPS are OK'." 

Earlier in daylight, to maintain the 
best course and save time, Autissier 
sailed between Mewstone Rock and 
Maatsuyker Island on Tasmania's 
wreck-strewn south coast. 

"It was very impressive," Autissier 
said with more than a little understate
ment. 

I spoke with her as she had some 
belated Christmas turkey, a welcome 
Cascade beer, a fresh fruit salad and 
some appropriately named 'Roaring 
Forties' King Island gourmet brie. 

The media had not yet found its 
way to Adventure Bay and Autissier 
was unaware that the issue of funding 
rescue missions was again preoccupy
ing some Australians. 

"All I can say is that naturally I will 
always be grateful for the efforts of the 
Australian Navy in rescuing me," she 
said. 

"The sailors and air crew did a won
derful job in difficult conditions and 
deserve to be very proud of their suc
cessful mission." 

Autissier was disappointed when 
she was told of the re-emergence in 
Australia of debate over the cost of res
cues of sailors such as herself, Tony 
Bullimore and Raphael Dinelli. 

"We are dealing with human life. 
You cannot put a cost on human life 
and, even if you do, how much is it?" 

Autissier accepts she has a special 
interest in the issue as her life was 
saved, but is genuinely baffled that 
some people would consider the cost 
before embarking on a rescue mission. 

"In France and everywhere else I 
know, if someone is in trouble you try 
to rescue them. We don't care where 
they are from or how much it costs." 

Autissier also strongly believes that 
the heat of competition should not 
allow yachtsmen to disregard seaman
ship in the pursuit of speed and suc
cess. 

"Round the world events involve two 
separate skills - racing and sailing. You 
are first a sailor, using the wind to take 
the yacht from one place to another. 
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Contrast in styles ... PRB and Prudence anchored in the mist at Adventure Bay, Bruny Island 

"When you are racing and you get 
into trouble, you must stop racing and 
go back to sailing. That is what I did this 
time." 

It wasn't the best time to ask, but 
would France's best-known yachtswoman 
be passing this way again? 

"No, this will be my last round the 
world race," she said. "So I had better 
make the most of it." 

While overseeing the temporary 
repairs being made to PRB, Autissier was 
anxious to rejoin the race. 

"I will be two or three days late into 
Auckland, but we are only halfway 
through the race and I may be able to 
catch up . There's still a long way to go. I 
am still hopeful. Why not?" 

Eight and a half hours after she 
anchored in Adventure Bay, with the sail 
track repaired, communications restored 
and keel bolts tightened, Autissier 
switched back into racing mode. 

After a warm hug for all of the repair 
crew, she sailed away from Bruny Island 
to join the edge of the storm she came in 
from. 

Within hours, Australia's simmering 
resentment over the cost of yacht rescues 
was temporarily forgotten as emergency 
crews moved in to search for sailors and 
vessels missing in the Sydney-Hobart 
race. 

The drama that was unfolding in the 
most tragic of the 54 Sydney-Hobart 
races soon pushed Isabelle's rescue four 
years previously into the background. 

Ironically, Autissier made the most of 
the low that savaged the Hobart fleet to 
make up time and finish third into Auck
land to become overall leader in the 

Around Alone event. 
Despite her unscheduled pit stop at 

Bruny Island, she had fought back to 
make up enough ground to snatch a five
hour lead in the race around the world. 

But you cannot help being left with a 
nagging suspicion. It is just the financial 
cost of rescues at sea that some Aus
tralians are worried about, isn't it? It's 
much too unpalatable to contemplate 
that nationality has something to do with 
it. 

Either way, Isabelle Autissier will for
ever be grateful to her Australian res
cuers. Every time she leaves PRB's cabin, 
she cannot help but see the humble RAN 
sticker. It's in pride of place, not far from 
the EPIRB. 

• Neville Heydon owns the Hobart charter yacht 
Prudence, which carried the repair crew to 
rendezvous with Autissier at Bruny Island. 

Wet weather gear on again, Isabelle prepares to 
hoist the main on its repaired track. Next stop 
New Zealand to become the new Around Alone 
race leader. 



THE ISLANDS 
Although numbering more than 
1200, the Greek Islands can be split 
into five main groups: 

1. The Islands of the Ionian Sea 
between Greece and Italy, 

2. The Saronic Islands in the gulf of 
the same name to the South of 
Athens, 

3. The Sporades group in the West
ern Aegean, 

4. The Cyclades Group in The Cen
tral Aegean Sea 

5. The Dodecanese Group in the 
Eastern Aegean. 

The classic Greek Island scene that 
we all imagine can be found in all of 
these archipelagos. White houses 
clinging to precipitous rocky slopes, 
tavernas with vine covered court 
yards and small square tables with 
uncomfortable wicker chairs abound. 
Octopus cooked on the BBQ and 
enhanced with a Greek salad and a 
glass of cold dry white wine is stan
dard fare. 

But in each of these island groups 
there are variations on the theme that 
make them different. 

In the Ionian Sea the architecture 

The long 
yacht 

• summer in 
the Greek 

islands 
Sailing in the Greek Islands is 

a much coveted exploit and 

the "travel speak" superlatives 

have all been done to death! 

Thus, travel man Trevor 

Joyce's objective of this article 

is to provide a mini-guide to 

the host of options open to the 

prospective sailing visitor to 

the Greek Islands. 

has a Venetian influence and the 
islands are quite fertile, in the Saron
ic the villages clearly show the signs 
of Athenian opulence while in The 
Sporades the rest of the world might 
as well not even exist. The Cyclades 
Islands are where you will see the 
white washed dazzle most common
ly associated with Greece. The Dode
canese Islands along the coast of 
Turkey are all different from each 
other, let alone the rest of Greece. 

The common threads through all 
of the Greek islands are, of course, 
the people themselves; a little crusty 
sometimes and maybe easily misun
derstood but under the skin warm, 
sincere, and adherent to very tradi
tional values. And then there is the 
history. Every island has its story to 
tell. In Samos Mark Antony and 
Cleopatra held a twenty-one day 
"bash" before their fateful battle 
with Octavius at Antioch. Modern 
medicine was born on the Island of 
Kos, Corfu was the historical step
ping stone between Italy and Greece, 



and so on. 
There is no better way to get at 

these islands than on a yacht 
because even the busiest of them 
have out of the way spots the mass
es can't reach. If you arrive at an 
anchorage for lunch and some one 
else is there then the next one won't 
be far away. If you want the hustle 
and bustle of the tourist season then 
you simply moor stem to the quay, 
right in the middle of town where 
the nearest taverna will be a full 50 
metres way. 

Although Greece is said to be the 
nearest place to heaven on earth 
there is a down side for those more 
passive sailors; it's called the Melte-

mi. The Meltemi is the prevailing 
Northerly wind which peaks during 
high summer in the Central Aegean. 
The Meltemi also cools things down 
but if you're crossing from Mykonos 
to Patmos in 30 knots of true wind 
with a short 2-metre beam sea it's 
not exactly comfortable, unless your 
yacht happens to be a 100-ft. maxi. 
The solution, however, is quite sim
ple; don't go to the Central Aegean 
during high summer. 

In fact, it's possible to grade the 
islands according to the demands 
on seamanship, the length of the 
passages between islands and the 
typical strength of the wind. The fol
lowing table is a rough guide: 

Name of Island Group Main Islands in the Group Prevailing Wind Direction Length of Typical Passage 
Ionian (Easy) Corfu, Levkas Kefalonia, West North West from 5-10 miles 

lthaka & Paxos Zakinthos force 2-5 in the afternoons 

Saronic (Easy) Aegina, Paras, North East at 4-6 from July 10-15 miles 
Hydra, Spetses to October. Otherwise from 

the south at force 2-4 in the 
afternoons 

Sporades (Easy) Skiathos, Skopelos, North East from June 10 mi les 
Allonissos & Skiros to October peaking at 

force 5-7 in July 

Cyclades Mykonos, Paras, North North West up 15-25 miles 
(Difficu lt in Summer) Tinos, Naxos, to force 8 during 

las , & Santorini July & August 

Dodecanese Samas, Patmos, West North West up 15 miles 
(Moderate) Kalimnos, Kos, to force 7 during July 

Symi , Rhodes 

Best Months 
June. July & 
September 

Late May, June, 
July and September 

Late May, June, 
early July & September 

Late May, early 
June and September 

Late May, early 
June & September 



CHARTERING YACHTS 
IN GREECE 
The yacht charter industry in Greece 
is these days a very highly devel
oped sector of the tourism industry. 
In Athens alone there are more than 
2000 licensed charter yachts. Paral
lel with the development of the 
yacht charter industry has been the 
evolution of the charter yacht, with 
Beneteau at the forefront of this 
development. 

The erosion in the value of our 
dollar may deter some, but a much 
greater reduction in the cost of air 
travel to Europe has accompanied 
the economic demise of Asia. Con
sequently the cost of a sailing holi
day in Greece in Australian Dollar 
terms has not increased appreciably. 

The following example illustrates 
this point: 

Item 

Air ticket:-Sydney Athens Sydney 
(variable & approximate) 

Yacht Charter: 
Beneteau Oceanis 411 / 6 people/ 2 weeks 

Provisioning 2 meals/ day on board 
(breakfast & lunch) 

One meal a day on shore, (usually dinner) 

Miscellaneous Expenses, fuel etc. 

Total Holiday Cost 

This cost compares very favor
ably with a land-based holiday 
when you consider that it includes 
accommodation, car hire, all meals 
and unlimited access to the swim
ming pool. 

Sydney charter broker Mariner 
Boating represents an operator in 
Greece with bases in Corfu, Levkas, 
Athens, Skiathos, Samas, Kos and 
Rhodes so there are plenty of 
options to choose from. One way 
charters between bases are possible 
provided the charter period is a 
minimum two weeks. 

Mariner also offer charter rates 
that are guaranteed in Australian 
Dollars regardless of the charter 

Cost in AUD Per Person 
for Two Weeks 

$1,950 

$1,600 

$350 

$350 

$35 

$4,285 

start date so financial plans can be 
made without fear of the dreaded 
"currency surcharge". 

Greek flag charter yachts can 
legally cruise in Turkish waters pro
vided they purchase a transit log 
that provides for multiple entry. 
Transit logs can only be purchased 
at official ports of entry. 

More information about sailing 
in the Greek Islands is available 
from Trevor Joyce at Mariner Boat
ing, 6 / 33 Chandos Street, 
St.Leonards, Telephone 99669014, 
Fax 99665888 and Email 
getset@one.net.au 



'' No one knows yacht chartering in the Greek Islands 
better than I do ... my 15 years experience in thi msin ss 
is your guarantee of a perfect sailing holiday. 

Phone me - Trevor Joyce, 
(they call me Trevos) 
on (02) 9966 9014 
and I will help you: 
► Select the yacht that suits you best 
from a fleet of more than 200 Beneteau, 
Jeanneau and Bavaria Yachts. 

► Arrange your initial provisioning. 

► Get the best deal for your flight and 
accommodation arrangements. Mariner 
Boating is a licensed Travel Agent. 

► Arrange your Travel Insurance . 

... PS - I'm very sorry 
but you'll have to /ack 
your own bags! ' 

► Establish a charter contract in 
Australian Dollars. 

► Select from 7 fleet bases, Athens, 
Samos, Kos, Rhodes, Skiathios, Levkas 
& Corfu .. . (and you can sail one way 
between bases). 

MARINER BOATING 
6/33 CHANDOS STREET, ST. LEONARDS, NSW 2065 

PHONE 9966 9014 FAX 9966 5888 
E-MAIL getset@one.net.au 

Travel agent license 2TA003552 A.C.N. 003 947 448 



Canon BIG BOAT Challenge 

Brindabella Crichton's brand new 59-footer 
designed by Laurie Davidson and 
launched only on Thursday evening, 
with Brindabella second. 

The 1998 Canon Big 
Boat Challenge attracted 
the biggest fleet since 
the Challenge leading up 
to the 50th Sydney to 
Hobart in 1994. 

F
or the fourth time in the past five 
years, the Scott Jutson designed 
7 5ft maxi Brindabella scored a 

convincing line honours win m the 
Canon Big Boat Challenge sailed on 
Sydney Harbour a week before the 
start of the Telstra Sydney to Hobart. 

An action packed start, spinnaker 
damage, some close racing calls and 
two protests against the winner were 
just part of the on-water excitement for 
this traditional clash of maxi and pock
et maxi yachts in the lead-up to the 
Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart Race. 

The protests, by second placed Wild 
Thing against Brindabella for alleged 
sailing rule breaches, were both dis
missed, giving George Snow a resound
ing victory from Wild Thing, skippered 
by Victorian yachtsman Grant Whar
ington. 

Third place went to the former 
America's Cup challenger Spirit of Aus
tralia, with designer Iain Murray at the 
helm. 

In a brisk 20 knot southerly, racing 
kicked off with a spectacular start 
thanks to David Witt steering the huge 
maxi ketch Nokia into a daring port 
tack at the leeward end start with close 
port and starboard calls between Nokia 
and the powered up Brindabella and 
Wild Thing. 

Other incidents in the blustery con
ditions included Marchioness shredding 
the top section of their spinnaker and 
Spirit starting late following mainsail 
problems and later suffering a similar 
fate to Marchioness during a spinnaker 

drop at Fort Dennison. 
A large fleet of Olympic 

49er's crossing the Canon Big 
Boat course, a flotilla of chas
ing spectator craft and two 
huge container ships entering 
and leaving Sydney Harbour 
at the same time added 
colour to the event within 
Sydney Harbour. 

George Snow's Brindabella 
with sailmaker Bob Fraser at 
the helm, managed to grab 
the lead after the second 
mark, leaving Wild Thing 
chasing her stern, to win by 1 
minute 43 seconds. 

Wild Thing's protests were 
over two separate incidents as 
the two maxis duelled for the 
lead, but the CYCA Protest 
Committee found there had 
been no breach of the inter
national racing rules. 

First place on handicap 
went to Shockwave, Neville 

A close encounter between Brindabella and 
Wild Thing (below) during the Canon Big 
Boat Challenge led to a protest -
subsequently dismissed. (Pie - Ian 
Mainsbridge) 

Battle of the maxis in the Canon Big Boat Challenge ... soon after the start sees Team Jaguar Infinity Ill 
just ahead of Nokia and Brindabella, with Wild Thing to leeward. Brindabella went on to win her third 
Big Boat Challenge. (Pie - Ian Malnsbridge) 
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Stralhfield 18th Pittwater to Coff s Harbour Race 

Conditions for the 18th 
annual coastal race from 
Pittwater to Coffs 
Harbour was in marked 
contrast to the storm 
which wreaked havoc in 
the race south to 
Hobart. Jeanine 
Treharne reports. 

"Y ou blokes are lucky you're 
heading north", were the fateful 
words of meteorologist Kenn 

Batt at the Boxing Day briefing for the 
18th Strathfield Pitttwater to Coffs 
Harbour Yacht Race at the Royal 
Prince Alfred Yacht Club as he fore
shadowed the stark contrast in condi
tions between this race and the Telstra 
Sydney-Hobart race that were to 
unfold in the coming 24 hours. 

While the catastrophic storm m 
Bass Strait took its heavy toll, the 76 
yachts racing North enjoyed near-per
fect conditions. 

The only thing the two races had in 
common were their spectacular starts 
and the enormous distances clocked
up on the night following the start , 
in thrilling downwind sailing. Then, 
for the Coffs fleet, the winds lightened 
and all the sailors knew of the tragedy 
that was taking place in Bass Strait was 
what little information they could get 
from their radios. 

Line Honours winner Kanga Bir
tles, skipper of the Open 60ft Jarkan, 
described the race to Coffs as " one of 
the easiest I have sailed in a long, long 
time. It was a delightful, easy, lovely 
race". 

Skipper of handicap winner , Loco, 
SOCOG's Olympic yachting manager 
Glenn Bourke, described the race as 
"the most delightful ocean-race I have 
ever been on. It was just superb sail
ing! We had winds abeam and aft of 
abeam the whole race!" 

This year's Coffs fleet boasted three 
glamourous new yachts launched this 
year: line honours winner Jarkan, 
designed by Iain Murray and Associ
ates for Kanga Birtles' assault on the 
Vendee Globe Around the World 
Alone Race; the Beneteau first 40.7 
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Blue Chip ( Peter Mason and Karl 
Stechman) and the Sydney AC 40 Loco, 
launched in early November and a sis
tership to Sledgehammer and Sharp 
Hawk V. 

Loco's co-owners, English business
man David Loe and Sydney yachtsman 
David Coe, never intended to take 

Loco to Hobart, planning rather to 
enter the series of 'lifestyle" regattas 
which include the Strathfield Pittwater 
and Coffs Harbour 
Warmwater Series, Hay
man and Hamilton 
Race Weeks. David Coe 
, keen to involve his 
family in Loco's racing 
campaign, took his 
delighted elder son, 
Christopher, in all three 
final races . 

Loco looked every 
inch the glamour yacht 
with her champion 
crew including Glenn 
Bourke, Mark Walsh, 
Julian Plante, Bill 
Warne and Kim Sheri
dan decked out in 
bright blue Hawaiian 
shirts . She followed up 
two stunning wins in the 
Telstra Cup with victo
ries in her next three 
races on IMS in the 
Strathfield Warmwater 
Series - the 225nm 
Strathfield Pittwater to 
Coffs Harbour Race, 
the 16nm race around 
South Solitary Island 
and the 12nm around the buoys race. 

Loco performed so brilliantly on 

the 30 knot reach on the first night of 
the long race , surfing waves at 16 and 
I 7 knots for several hours that she 
emerged in the morning , 2nd on line 
honours with only the 60ft Jarkan 
ahead of her. Skipper Bourke said" we 
hit a couple of park-ups but only the 
much bigger boats like More Witchcraft, 

Big Kahuna and A bracadabra come 
down on us." 

Loco crossed the line at Coffs fourth 

Fresh weather start to the Strathfield Pittwater 
to Coffs Harbour race conducted by the Royal 

Prince Alfred Yacht Club. 
(Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 



behind]arkan, the 46ftMore Witchcraft (Bruce Staples) and 
the Lake Macquarie Sayer 40 CME ElectraPhone Frantic. 
(Doug Coulter). Loco won the race on corrected time by a 
massive 23 minutes from the Mackay ICL 40 Bit O' Fluff 
(Warren Brookes) and the Japanese Sayer 40 Lucky Lady V 
(Fuminori Inaba). 

A serious threat to Loco on IMS, came from Marcus 
Blackmore's Mumm 36, Emotional Hooligan, who had 
already convincingly won the first two short offshore races 
of the Warmwater Series off Palm Beach. Emotional Hooli
gan, with Olympians Mitch Booth and Steve Mcconaghy 
in its crew had also sailed a brilliant race to Coffs until she 
was beaten by the fading breeze after the larger yachts had 
already slipped across the line. Blackmore was 5th on IMS 
and was 2nd to Loco in the next two races, to win the over
all IMS series from the Port Hacking NSX 36 Loose Change 
(Clive Gilmour) and the Mackay ICL 40 Bit O-Fluff (War
ren Brookes). 

The PHS division, was dominated by the larger yachts, 
CME Electraphone Frantic and More Witchcraft. Frantic made 
a brilliant start to the long race with her assymetrical spin
naker putting her up with Jarkan as she rounded Cape 
Three Points. The winds in the long race were perfect for 
yachts with assymetricals such as Frantic whose crew of 
skiff and dinghy sailors relished the strong reaching con
ditions . They crossed the finish line in 3rd, ahead of Loco. 
Frantic won the overall series on PHS with .1,3,1 ,13,2 from 
More Witchcraft and the Northshore Sports 380 Isabella ( 
John Nolan). 

A win in the fourth race on PHS for the IOR Holland 
42 Too Impetuous was a dream come true for her young 
crewmembers Eric Croker (25) (1996 Young Adventurer of 
the Year) and his charge, Michael Hunt (18) chosen from 
Salvation Army's "Oasis " centre and sponsored by Strath
field to race in the complete Coffs Warmwater series . 
This was the first time a homeless youth has been given 
the opportunity to race a long ocean race . Michael said 
sailing in the 5 races of the Strathfield Series on Too 
Impetuous was " the most wonderful experience in my life. 
I will never be the same again. My whole life has changed." 
Michael was among 80 teenage to young adults racing in 
the series. 

The newly introduced CHS Division was dominated by 
the largest yacht, the Tripp 47, Abracadabra, with Strath
field executive Trevor Hannah assisting skipper Gavin 
Ward in the cockpit. Abracadabra won races 3, 4 and 5 in 
the series to accumulate the most points of all the divisions 
and win the overall series prize of $5,000. 

The CHS Division provided the best handicap system 
for the Super 30's whose top two players, the Bull 9000 
Wild Bull (Rod Skellett) and the Mount Gay 30 Maximum 
Nuisance (Steve Wilton and Michael Grout ) were rarely 
separated by more than a few minutes in each of the final 
three races. Wild Bull, while trailing Maximum Nuisance 
across the line in most races, enjoyed the more favourable 
rating to win the Super 30's division narrowly from Maxi
mum Nuisance. 

jj 
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MARINE & SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

RFD (Australia) Pty Ltd 

MELBOURNE: 
129 Herald Street 
Cheltenham VIC 3192 
Phone (03) 9532 1822 
Fax (03) 9532 1949 

I I I I I 

BRISBANE: 
6 Aranda Street 
Slacks Creek QLD 4127 
Phone (07) 3808 8919 
Fax (07) 3808 8957 

SYDNEY: 
23 Aylesbury Street 
Botany NSW 2019 
Phone (02) 9666 1222 t5 
Fax: (02) 9666 1389 (/) 

Specialists In Safety & Survival Equipment 

February • March 1999 



CRUISING YACHT CLUB 
HOIA 0 r I s 10 HO 

Exclusive Club Products Available I ro 

CYCA RIB JUMPER -
Heavy weight 100% Pure 

Wool . Colour: Novy. 
Sizes: M/L/XL/XXL $170 

NAVY DUFFLE BAG 
One Size $49.00 

CYCA CLUB BURGEE 
15" $34.00 12" $27.00 

CLUB TIE $22.50 

BELT - $35.00 

Above: 
CYCA MARINE 
SWEATSHIRT 
100% Sanded 
cotton, zip front, 
contrast ribbed 
col lar, elastic 

• bosque. 
" Colour: Novy 

Sizes: S/M/L/XL 
$100.00 

Above: CLUB T-SHIRT - 100% Cotton, Lycra rib neck, loose 
sleeve. Colour: Novy. Sizes: S/M/L/XL/XXL $32.00 

Above: CLUB SHORTS - 100% stone-washed cotton, elastic 
draw string waist, longer style. Colour Washed blue. 
Sizes: S/M/L/XL/XXL. $60.00 

CYCA CAP - 1 00% stone-washed cop with contrast peak, 
adjustable strop. Colour: Novy or Natural . $20 .00 

Left: lADIES RUGBY (New Design) - 100% cotton pla in crop 
length. Novy, embroidered with CYCA logo. Sizes S/M/L. 
$70.00 

MODELS: John Harris (left standing) is a graduate of the CYCA's Youth 
Sailing Academy. He is currently campa igning a B49er for the Sydney 
2000 Olympics. Tony Hearder (at wheel) joined the CYCA in 1976. He 
was part of the winning Admiral 's Cup team in 1979 and Kenwood Cup 
in 1988 and has sailed in 18 Sydney to Hobart races. 



~F AUSTRALIA 
ART YACH 1 ACE 

rp the Club or by Mail Order 

Shot on location at the CYCA in Rushcutters Bay on board Arthur Byrne's 1970-built 
Sparkman and Stephens 48 , Salacio II. (Photos by Ian Mainsbridge) 

Above left: CYCA SAILING JERSEY (New Design) - l 00% cotton. Long 
sleeve block stripe Colour: Navy/Mustard. Sizes S/ M/ L/XL/XXL $75.00 

Left: CLUB JERSEY - l 00% cotton , block stripe iersy. Rugby col lar and 
plaque!. Longer back tail with 3/ 4 sleeve. $65 .00 

Below: CLUB POLO SHIRT - 100% cotton with 3 button front plaquet. 
3/ 4 sleeve with longer tail . Colour: Navy or white . 
Size: S/M/L/XL/XXL $45.00 

CRU ISING YACHT CLUB OF AUSTRALIA PH: (02) 9363 973 l 
r-- --------------------------------~------------ ---- --- , 

Please send or fax to: CYCA, New Beach R< ad, Darlirng Point. Fax (02) 9363 9745 
Description Size Qty Price 

Method of Payment, please tick Sub Total 
Postage up to the first 3kg (2 garments) 

Cheque O Money order 0 Each additional kg $2.00 
Payable to the CYCA Total 

Backcard O Visa O Mastercard O Amex O Diners O Exp. Date ...... / ...... 
Card No. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ ______ _ 

Name 
Address 

Total 

$7.50 

City ______ P/code. ____ Phone _______ _ 

Signed ___________________ _ 



The King's Cup Regatta is the highlight of the Phuket 
sailing events each year. Text and photography by 

Hermann Moll. 

at Phuket 
A fleet of 81 yachts from all over the 
world participated in the 1998 King's 
Cup Regatta at Phuket last December, 
including several from Australia and 
others built here . 

The fleet ranged from classic tim
ber boats through to modern racing 
yachts, many of them crewed by 
yachtsmen and women of internation
al status. 

The regatta has been held every 
year for the past twelve under the 
patronage of King Bhomipul, the King 
of Thailand, and traditionally starts on 

his birthday, December 5. 
Phuket is a tropical island situated 

off the south-eastern shore of main
land Thailand at about 7.50 degrees 
north and 98.0 degrees east in the 
Andaman Sea. The regatta has 
become very popular with Australian 
yachtsmen and several prominent 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia mem
bers have competed in recent years. 

There was five classes in the 1998 
regatta - Racing, Ocean Cruising, 
Cruising, Classic yachts, Multihulls 
and the Farr Platu one design class. 

Ride the Wind to Investment Success with 
Sydney by Sail. 

• Own a new Beneteau or Northshore Yacht on Sydney Harbour 
• Your yacht will be moored on the doorstep of the CBD 

at the National Museum in Darling Harbour 
• Let your yacht make money in our charter/sailing 

school fleet rather than sit idly on a mooring 
• Your yacht will be managed by our professional team 

Discover the smart way to own a yacht - call Matt Hayes , 
at Sydney by Sail on (02) 9280 1110 
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FEATURES: 

- SEMI-ENCLOSED RIGID DODGER 

- SAFE, ERGONOMIC COCKPIT 
- BEAUTIFUL, SPACIOUS INTERIOR 

- SWEPT SPREADER CARBON OR ALLOY RIG 

- NON-OVERLAPPING HEADSAILS 

- EASY SAIL HANDLING BY 1-2 

- OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE 

50' FAST CRUISER 45' FAST CRUISER 
HULL No. 2 NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

JUTSON:acht design 
WWW.JUTSON .COM TEL: 61 ·2·9948 1512 FAX: 61 ·2-9948 2392 E•MAIL:info@jutson.com 
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Hong Kong based sailmaker eil Pryde won the Racing 
division in his New Zealand-registered Sydney 46, Hi Fidelity, 
in which he contested the 1997 Southern Cross Cup in Syd
ney. 

Runner-up in this division was lb, a Pacific 50 Bermuda 
sloop flying the Australian ensign and skippered by Peter 
Ahern, third going to Kakakoa, skippered by Ray Ordoveza 
from The Philippines. 

Although she did not end up among the top three, Jon 
Wardill's sloop Australian Maid (top right) from Darwin 
always put on a display of power sailing. 

The ocean avisers took advantage of the 25 
knot breezes during the latter part of the 
regatta, with one of the most spectacular 
entrants being hvmire (pictured bottom right), 
a Philippines registered Swan 68. She gained 
first place in the division with helmsman 
Andreas Soriano Ill in command. 

Not to be outdone by much, Liz Peterson, the only female 
skipper in the regatta, and her husband Dale, finished a fine 
second in their beautiful Swan 57 ketch, Cowrie Dancer. The 
Australian designed Adams 13, Fi Tuen, finished third over
all for British skipper Mike Barker. 

Among the fleet was the famous former South African 

MARITIME 
TECHNOLOGIES 

MARITIME ELECTRONICS 
Including EPIRBS 

IRIDIUM TELEPHONES 
Sales and Rental Plans Available 

SATELLITE NAVIGATION 

ELECTRONIC CHARTING 
Raster Chart Display Systems (RCDS) 

Official Hydrographic Office Chart Data. 

MARINE ELECTRONICS 

SYSTEM INTEGRATION 

Call and find out more 
Phone: 02 4226 1860 Fax: 02 4226 1870 

email: maritech@maritech.com.au 
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BUREAUOF 0 
METEOROLOGY 

WEATHER. 
BY FAX 

• SATELLITE PICTURES 
• LATEST SURFACE CHART 

• FORECAST CHARTS 
• FORECASTS 
• WARNINGS 

• COASTAL REPORTS 
AND MUCH MORE. 

For a free copy of the main directory for 
Bureaufax services, set your Jax to polling 
mode and dial 1800 630 l 00. For the 
voice services directory dial 1800 687 999. 
For safety sake - check the weather. 
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yacht Stormvogel, a past Sydney to 
Hobart line honours winner now 
owned by Adolf Knees, a founding 
member of the regatta committee. 

Stormvogel, now 40 years old, is a 74 
foot timber ketch which began her 
ocean racing career by winning the 
Fastnet Race in 1961 with Sir Francis 
Chichester at the helm. 

In the Ouising class, Master 
Blaster from Gennani 
skippered by Hans Rahmann 
took out top honours from 
the Netherlands entry 
Aquavit (Ben Veree) and the 
Japanese yacht Simpatico 
(Naotake Oki). 

The Classic yacht division included 
some interesting yachts. One of them, 
the 62 foot wooden hulled schooner 
Sirius, was designed by Thistlewaite 
and built in Sydney by J Hayes and 
Sons in 1935. 

Sirius 

Later that year Harold Nossiter set 
sail from Sydney in what was to be the 
first circumnavigation of the world by 
an Australian yacht. The voyage was 
documented by Nossiter in two books -
"Northward Ho" and "Southward Ho". 

During the war Sirius served as a Navy 
training ship. 

Hermann Moll's more detailed sto
ry about the history of Sirius will be 
published in the next issue of Offshore 
Yachting. 

Introducing the Stormy Seas SaiUng - Offshore Rangel 
The Offshore range has been designed for 
!he blue water sailor who is seeking !he 
ultimate in foul weather protection, comfort 
and safety. 

The Offshore jacket and Offsbore Vest both 
offer prolection again.st the v.ind and waves 
with the security and safeiy of an integral 
harness and an Ausualian Standards approved - · 
inflatable Personal Flotation Device Type l! 

Standard features include v.ind and waterproof 
shell, comfortable and breathable fleece lining, 
33gm CO2 inflation system, harness, high fleece 
collar, hand warmer pockas and double Slonn flap. 

The Offshore Sailing Pams are fully lined, high cut 

Dramatlcally 1'8duoes the r88CU6 time by 
accurately pin-pointing your position. 

bib and brace style, designed to compliment 
and add to the foul weather prolection of lhe acclaimed 
Stonny Seas Sailing Offshore jacket and the Offshore vestl 

• 'Danamlla non stop up to 4 days 
• Emlla a 1Homlng' algnal ~ 
• Waterproof and Floata 
• Batterle8 easily n,placed Trade----~ 0818810444 
WWW: palnew1111111e.com.au 

Pains Wesse 

• R.ARE8 • ROCKEl8 • 8MOKE 8IGNAL8 • WB BMI 
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Stormy Seas (Aust) Pty. Ltd. 
A.C.N. 066 S34 469 

33 Electra Place, Mornington 7018 
Tasmania, Australia 
Telephone: (03) 6245 0443 
Facsimile (03) 6245 0446 

Email: stormyseas@trump.net.au 
www.stormyseas.com.au 



• 

a1 
Technology 



Sobstad Cienes,s Technology Wins 
TELSTRA CUP 

1 CHS ·"Challenge Agair" 
2"" CHS ·"852" 

PITIWATER - COFFS 
1'' CHS -"Abracadabra" 

Overall Series Winner-"Abracadabra' 
MELBOURNE - HOBART 

1 IMS -"First Priority" 
Overall Sovereign Series Winner 

""'ir;t Prior«"" 
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Sail Technology 

Sobstad Genesis 
A company finnly based in engineering and technology 
in sail making 
A logical answer to sail design questions. 
From the outset Sobstad employed logic. Our sails proved 
highly successful but still they were costly and crude to pro
duce in today's terms. They were forced to retain biaxially 
woven cloth and however the cloth was assembled, there still 
remained the problem of threads running in the wrong direc
tion to the loading of the sail. Sail trimming and tuning still 
depended on 'on boat' testing, and often sails were cut and re
cut to try to achieve proper configuration - a practice still 
accepted by the sailmaking industry - a hit or miss technique. 

The materials 
Sails in cotton and polyester used conventional biaxially 
woven material. Even the modern high modulus fibre poly
ester film materials, suffer from the same shortcoming. The 
material could not accommodate the pattern of load in a sail. 

Structure, Load and Design 
Sobstad, concerned with the proper air flow orientation and 
aerodynamics, led a move to structure a sail that more read
ily understood the stresses imposed on it, and, using com
plex 'stressmaps', developed 'Airframe'. 

TI1e design ystem, which is a logical derivative of the tri
radial design, employed the principal of addressing the cate
nary haped load patterns in the sail by using vertical and 
transverse trap in close configuration where heavy loads were 
lo ated. Lighter load areas used wider panel configurations. 

Application or Technology 
Sobstad considers this means of construction to be thor
oughly illogical in today's technological climate. Cotton, 
polyester aramid, synthetic film - all materials that have 
passed through the sailmaking process, are similarly affect
ed. Modern technology allows development but this time 
and with the fully patemed Genesis building system, a sail is 
an integrated, load-related structure. 

The Concept 
A proper understanding of the stresses, loads, or catenaries 
in the sail is essential to allow the perfect structure of Gene
sis sails. They are engineered rather than sewn with the 
exact definition of the dynamic forces computer generated 
for all sails. 

Engineering-not Sewing 
Genesis sails are engineered. 

The body of a Genesis sail is constructed in a monocoque 
fashion-every detail is carefully considered. Modern fibres, 
films and adhesives produce a structure with horizontal pan
el joints, which are virtually indistinguishable from the pan
el itself. Only Genesis sails incorporate this patented con
struction. The result - proven durability. Early Genesis sails 
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The world's leading sailmaking technology 
is now even better. 
It's proven ... 3DL™ sails stretch less for their weight, hold 
their shape over a wider wind range, set faster out of a tack 
and retain their designed shape longer than any panelled 
sail made. It's proven in the America's Cup. Proven in the 
Whitbread. Proven in the Admiral's Cup. Proven in the 
Kenwood Cup. Proven in Kings Cup, Proven in Telstra Cup. 
Proven in One-Design. Proven everywhere. Here's more 
good news: The 3DL sail you buy in 1999 will be even faster 
and more durable than the ones that have dominated 
sailboat racing worldwide since the day they were 
introduced. You'll find new features and new styles that 
deliver more speed and longer sail life to more sailors than 
ever before. There simply is no match for 3DL. And for 
1999 ... it's even better! 

Whitbread winner EF LANGUAGE 
carried a complete 3DL inventory. 

3DL North Sails Victory 
Update for Australia 
'98 Ord Minnett IMS 1, 2, 4 
'98 Telstra Cup IMS 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 
'98 Sydney-Hobart 

LINE HONOURS 1 
IMS 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 
CHS 1, 2*, 3 

'98 Pittwater and Coffs Harbour Series 
IMS 1, 3*, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
CHS 1 *, 2*, 3* 
PHS 1, 2*, 3, 4, 5 

'98 Pittwater to Coffs Harbour Race 

IMS 1 
CHS 1 *, 2*, 3* 
PHS 1, 2*, 3, 4, 5 

'98 Hamilton Island IMS 2, 3*, 4, 5, 6, 8 
'98 Hayman Island 

IMS 1*, 2, 3, 4, 
PHS 1, 2, 3, 5 

'98 Southport Race IMS 1, 2, 3, 4, 
* Denontes Partial Inventory 

North Sails Sydney • (02) 9997 5966 North Sa ils Melbourne • (02) 9534 0363 
www.northsa ils.com 



were used in the Whitbread Round the 
World Race and sustained no damage 
in extreme conditions despite constant 
sail changes and terrific wind 
strengths. The success of these sails 
stands as testimony to the precision 
and depth of Sobstad technology and 
its unparalleled commitment to con
tinuing excellence in sailmaking. 

A Patented Construction Method 
Genesis is unique, and has patented 
its product to retain quality control of 
this invention . 

From Design to Construction 
Our understanding of the whole sail 
starts with plotting the catenaries on 
the stress map . T he eventual Genesis 
sail will be a reproduction of that map 
in three dimensions. 

Strength 
Strength comes from binding materi
als together in the Georgia USA plant, 
where development of adhesive sys
tems for sailmaking is, and always has 
been, a top priority. 

Laminated Construction 
Genesis sails are made with the follow
ing materials: high modulus fibre, 
polyester and various sophisticated syn
thetic films. These materials are amal
gamated with modern bonding adhe
sives (Urethane, Polyester and Epoxy) 
to produce a composite, which will nei
ther crack, nor develop wrinkles. 

The lamination process begins with 
the applicatlon of threads to a compos
ite film created by Sobstad . The thread 
laying machine programmed with load 
information, plots precisely the right 
density and type of yarn on to the pri
mary carrier film. This process com
pleted, the raw material is added to the 
other film to construct the multi lay
ered and immensely strong panels 
ready for horizontal seam construction. 

A Sail With perfect Seams 
Genesis sails utilise a perfectly conceived 
seam construction. The base fibres or yams 
are joined within the seam. No stitching is 
employed, and the result is a virtually con
tinuous fibre from clew to head. No other 
sail construction allows this establishment 
of perfect cambers. There is a perfect dis
tribution of forces across the sail. Seams 
are flexible and permanent, there are no 
thread holes and thus no movement. 
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Corners Reinforced 
In conventional sails, much extra con
struction is placed in the corners - the 
areas of great stress. Genesis laminat
ed sails have more strength and less 
weight because the fibres which radiate 
from the corners are again exact and 
precise in their position and applica
tion, therefore no need for over con
struction, and the special adhesives 
heat and pressure used maintain and 
give incredible strength. 

Central Production 
Sobstad produce all sails in a modern 
automated plant in Georgia USA, to spe
cific designs from around the world. 
These designs are received by the central 
computer, allowing the company to 
maintain quality control and achieve a 
level of production associated with tech
nologically sophisticated, automotive 
and electronics manufacturers. 

Sails for all Reasons 
Sobstad Agents will advise on the right 
type of construction for all types of 
yacht. Genesis is a flexible sail making 
system and where handicap penalties 
or class rules prevail, sails can be made 
using high modulus or polyester 
fibres. It is truly a versatile system. 

Testing and Quality Control 
Genesis is rigorously tested and con
stantly re-evaluated . Every compo
nent and characteristic is 
checked so that the sails 
last for years. 

Genesis Economy 
Sails wear out! They lose 
shape and sewn sails start 
the process on the first 
hoist. Finally their loss of 
shape makes your boat 
slow. Sails with sewn 
seams, using conventional 
materials, experience 
changes of shape and form 
from their inception. Gen-
esis sails are the most durable ever 
made. Their engineering ensures they 
will provide seasons of efficient service. 
They will continually maintain their 
original three-dimensional form. 

Perfect Sails 
This is Genesis. The result of endless 
development and thorough research. 

No other sail has such construction, no 
other sail retains its shape as long, and 
no other sail will provide such consis
tent service. Genesis sails have raced 
around the world, won countless local 
victories and will provide years of ser
vice. 

Genesis is the logical product for 
the modern sailor. 

For further enquiries please call 
Sobstad Australasia on Freecall 1800 
772 457 or in Sydney 02 9905 6305. 
Or visit our website at 
www.sobstad .com.au 

North Sails 
An update on 3DL 
A logical answer to sail 
design questions. 
By Grant Simmer 
I had the opportunity to visit the 3DL 
plant in Minden, Nevada, in November 
last year. It was my first visit since April 
1995 and I was really impressed to see 
at first hand the expansion of this plant 
and the many equipment upgrades. 

Traditional sailmaking is still really 
a cottage industry with thousands of 
small sail lofts around the world 
employing between one and 30 sail
makers. We consider a loft with 30 sail
makers to be a "big" loft. 

3DL leaves traditional sailmaking 
way behind, not just because of the 

Every 3DL sail is heat-set on its mould after 
fabrication and then cured before shipping. 

unique product (i.e. moulding a one 
piece sail with continuous yarns) but 
because of the scale of the operation, 
together with the modern manufactur
ing techniques used to maintain effi
ciency and quality. 

Firstly the size of the place. The 
factory floor is approximately 14,000 
square metres, employing over 100 

I 
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Kenwood Cup 

Hayman Island 

Hamilton Island 

Singapore Straights 

Kings Cup 

Telstra Cup 

Sydney Hobart 



TOP: Because structural fibres in a 3DL sail are 
not woven into a fabric, they can be aligned 
precisely along predicted load paths in the sail. 
(In paneled sails, 40% of the yarns don't 
contribute effectively to shape holding). There 
are also no limits on how many different fibres 
can be combined within a 3DL sail. A Hybrid 
Carbon-Aramid 3DL laminate (above) was used 
by both 1995 America's Cup finalists. 

ABOVE: 3DL's in-house laminator allows 
precision control over development and 
production of specialised films used in 3DL 
lamination. 

staff while running 24 hours a day six 
. days a week. It has the capacity to pro
duce 200 average sized sai!s per week. 
It regularly manufacturers mega boat 
sails with luff lengths up to 40 metres. 

Sails manufactured by 3DL are 
exported to every continent. It pro
duced sails for eight of the nine Whit
bread entrants. The few who started 
the race without 3DL ended the race 
with 3DL trying to keep up with the 
leaders. For the America's Cup in 
2000, 10 of the active 11 groups have 
already committed to 3DL. The prod
uct continues to prove itself over and 
over at the highest levels of sailing. 

Product research and 
development 
Product research and development has 
always been a big part of the 3DL suc
cess. 3DL currently employs eight 
specialist engineers who are engaged 
in a variety of projects which include: 
• New moulds which are faster to 

adapt to the design shape while 
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being more reliable and more accu
rate. Additionally, these moulds 
have a greater range of adjustment 
to allow the moulding of one-piece 
gennakers. 

• Improved laminating techniques, 
including proprietary adhesive 
development, resulting in consis
tently reliable lamination. 

• In house laminator to manufacture 
films purpose designed for 3DL. 

• Implementation of product 
tracking and quality assurance 
procedures throughout the 
process. 

How do the customers 
benefit from these 
developments? 
All racing sailors are aware of 
the performance benefits of 3DL 
sails, but now they can enjoy: 
1. Shorter delivery times. 
2. Improved durability based on 

the Whitbread experience and 
the laminating development. 

3. A wider range of products to select 
from. 
3DL is available in: 
- Regatta + polyester 
- Regatta + Pentex 
- Regatta + aramid 
- Regatta + High Modulus aramid 
- Grand Prix High Modulus 

aramid, PBO and Carbon 
- Grand Prix ocean race with heavy 

duty specifications 
Visit www.northsails.com for more 

details and photographs or call North 
Sails Australia on 02 9997 5966 or 
North Sails Melbourne 03 9534 0363. 

Fraser Sails 
D4 UPDATE: 
After being on the race track for over 
18 months, the latest generation D4 
sails have been refined further. Initial
ly these sails were launched as a Grand 
Prix product but with further develop
ment we now have products to suit a 
wide range of applications. Some key 
reasons that we have this flexibility 
with D4 are: 
• The ability to vary our yarn array 

and count at any point of the sail. 
• Commercial style lamination allows 

us to use less adhesive. It also allows 
us to introduce taffeta for applica
tions which require more durability. 
All of the above really means in lay-

man's terms that each square foot of 
sail is custom made. 

SO WHAT 
STYLES ? 
MAINSAILS WITH REEFS: 
The D4 mainsail with reefs offers the 
ultimate in shape retention when 
reefed. If you look at the panel layout 
of a conventional mainsail, the mater
ial is aligned as closely as possible to 
the loads of the sail. If you look at the 
panel layout of the same sail when 
reefed, the whole thing goes out the 
door. This is why paneled sails do suf
fer from deformation when reefed, it 
cannot be helped. Now look at the 
yarn array of the D4 mainsail, because 
our process allows us to run yarn wher
ever we need. At each reef the sail 
practically has another clew section, 
this stops deformation and makes the 
sail last longer. 

D4TAFETTA: 
Not all of our clients are Grand Prix 
sailors and some applications require 
more durability than others. Now D4 
is available in single and double sided 
tafetta. This works well because it 
offers more protection for the primary 
load bearing yarns from abrasion as 
well as U.V. damage. You can now 
have a sail that has the custom yarn 
array, excellent lamination, great 
shape retention and reefability of D4 
with the added durability of tafetta. 

HOW ARE THEY GOIIG?: 
Yachts carrying D4 have already 
achieved some fine results this season 
at the Kenwood Cup, Hayman Island 
Regatta and Hamilton Island Race 
Week. Since then Neil Pryde has won 
the Singapore Straits Regatta and two 
weeks later won the prestigous Phuket 
Kings Cup regatta. At the Telstra Cup 
"Quest" finished second overall. To 
finish the year, Ed Psaltis and Bob 
Thomas won the Sydney to Hobart 
race in AFR Midnight Rambler carrying 
a D4 Taffeta mainsail and D4 scrim 
genoa as well as Fraser Sails spin
nakers. 

WHATSIIIXT ?: 
We're not resting on our laurels, the 
development of the D4 process is 
ongoing. Our aim is to offer a sail with 
considerable advantages over a pan
eled sail, at a reasonable price. 

jj 



What's New 

Volvo's 3-blade folding 
prop for yachts 
Volvo has introduced a three-blade 
folding propeller for yachts which, 
with its characteristic elliptical blade 
profile (high skew) is distinguished not 
only by its design, but above all by its 
performance. 

When it comes to reverse thrust and 
speed, the folding propellor's perfor
mance is largely comparable with that 
of a three-blade fixed propeller. How
ever, the folding propeller's greatest 
advantage is its low drag under sail. 

Volvo's new three-blade folding 
propeller has a large area which, with 
the unique elliptical blade profile, 
combine to produce an increase in 
speed ofup to 0.6 knot compared with 
a two-blade folding propeller. It also 
produces up to 10 times less drag in 
the water than a three-bade fixed pro
peller and 4.5 times less drag than 
two-blade fixed propellers. 

The main disadvantage of folding 
propellers in the past has been poor 
maneuverability and Volvo claim their 
new propeller, even though it is a fold
ing prop, has a reverse thrust compa
rable to that of a fixed prop. 

The Volvo three-blade folding pro
peller is available in 12 different sizes 
for both Sail Drive and different shaft 
diameters. 

Volvo Penta is represented in Aus
tralia (except WA) by Eastern Engine 
Pty Ltd, phone (07) 3899 1622. In 
WA, Seapower Australia Pty Ltd 
(phone (08) 9335 9777) are 
the agents. 

Right: The new Volvo three
blade folding propeller for 
sailboats is 
proving highly 
efficient. 

EastSalllaunches 
Platinum Collection 
EastSail was founded m 1983, when 
Australia captured the America's Cup 
and yachting fever swept this country. 
Since then, a devoted team of directors 
and staff have worked to make beauti
ful Sydney Harbour and the sport of 
sailing accessible to virtually everyone 
in Sydney. EastSail is now the largest 
and most highly acclaimed charter 
company on the Harbour, based at 
Rushcutters Bay. 

EastSail has unveiled its latest addi
tions to its large fleet, featuring the 
finest yachts and motor cruisers avail
able for charter on Sydney Harbour. 

The newest boats in EastSail's fleet 
include a new Bashford Sydney 36C, 
the latest Beneteau's, a 42s7, a 461 
and a 50, and two luxury powerboats, 
a Riviera 39 and a Riviera 4000. 

The Bashford Sydney 36C is a club 
or cruiser/racer version of the success
ful racing Sydney 36. 

Lance Ross expands 
his marine art talent 
Melbourne based marine specialist 
advertising agent Lance Ross is 
expanding his hobby (apart from sail
ing) of marine art and is currently 
marketing a range of yachting prod
ucts. 

These include a yachting interna
tional code flag sticker; an ISAF 1997-
2001 yacht racing rules sticker, a range 
of eight greeting cards showing some 
of his fine yachting paintings, and a 
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range of three limited edition prints of 
his paintings of an H28 class yacht, a 
12-foot Cadet dinghy and a painting 
called "Early Morning." 

Lance also takes commissions for 
original watercolour or oil paints of 
yachts. 

Line 7 launch their 
own lilejackets 
Line 7 is well known for their fine 
range of excellent yachting clothing 
and wet weather gear. Nor have they 
compromised when it comes to safety 
afloat. 

Line 7 has launched its own range 
of Australian approved PFDs and 
inflatable lifejackets, compnsmg 
everything from PFD 1, PFD 2 and 
PFD 3 jackets as well as a Regatta 
Action vest to be used during the more 
hectic manoeuvres on the sailing race 
course. A choice of inflatable lifejack
ets, both manual and automatic, is also 
available. 

The lifejackets and inflatables are 
available in child and adult sizes. 

Further information from 
Musto/Line 7, phone (02) 9697 9100 
or email at -
musto_line7@bigpond.com or look at 
their web sites: 
www.musto.com.au 

Three of Line 7's new range of lifejackets and buoyancy vests. 
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What's New 

Pal'table ......... tram ....... 
Boat owners can enjoy the best of 
both worlds in navigation - the 
speed and convenience of GPS and 
the accuracy of Admiralty paper 
charts. 

The British made Yeoman Sport 
is the only unit which delivers this 
for amateur yachtsmen. It has an 
electronic, GPS linked mouse run
ning over the traditional paper 
charts, held within a plastic carry 
envelope. A textured backing mat 
ensures the unit is a rigid, portable 
nav table which you rest on your lap 
in the cockpit or on a table below. 

Either way, it will allow navigators 
to easily achieve highly accurate 
results in seconds. 

Yeoman 
Sport is ideal 
for either 
yachts or 
powerboats. 

According 
to Mainstay 
Marine, the 
Australian 
agents, the 
Yeoman 
mouse does 
all the work 
of a tradition
al navigator. 
All you do is 

www.line7.com.au 

Dubbary Commander Boat show 
from Burke 
Burke Accessories has released the lat
est Dubarry Commander boat shoe, a 
classic sailing shoe constructed with a 
leather roll top upper. A feature is the 
patented Dubarry duo-compound 
midsole-outsole designed to stick like 
a barnacle, breathable and waterproof 
WR-100 Mirapel leather, three-eyelet 
construction and 50kg breaking strain 
leather laces. 

"Yachting World" magazine voted 
the Dubarry shoe its "best functional 
deckshoe" award. They are available 
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roll into position to fix GPS co-ordi
nates, upload waypoints . 

The mouse (or pluck) contains an 
illuminated LCD display for your lati
tude and longitude, derived by the 
12-channel GPS. There is also a plot
ting ring for marking positions on the 
chart with a pencil. 

Major advantages of the Yeoman 
Sport include the fact that paper 
charts still carry a lot more informa
tion than most electronic maps. This 
can at times make navigation a lot eas
ier, especially when depth and bottom 
information is critical. 

Further information from Mainstay 
Marine in Sydney, phone (02) 9979 
6702. 

Showing how the paper chart la held within the 
waterproof envelope of the Yeoman Sports 
portable chart plotter. 

in Australia in mahogany, navy/brown 
and brown from leading marine stores 
- call (02) 9638 4333 for dealer list
ings. 

The new Dubarry Commander deckshoe in 
mahogany leather. 

Sunsail's long term yacht charters 
Sunsail has devised a new way to "test 
the water" of yacht ownership and pay 
you an income. The Sydney-based 
charter operator is offering a six 
month charter on its luxury J eanneau 
Sunfast 36 cruiser/racer yachts and its 
Farr 36 yachts based at Lavender Bay. 
Both yachts are suitable for club racing 
and the J eanneau has an inventory 
that would allow its entry into offshore 
racing. 

The J eanneau Sunfast 36 has luxu
ry accommodation for six to eight in 
three double cabins, plus a spacious 
saloon. 

Further information from Stephen 
Hobbs at Sunsail on (02) 9955 6400. 

Marina stopover or Newcasde 
Offshore yachtsmen will soon have a 
new stopover on voyages along the 
Central Coast of New South Wales, 
with the option of a new venue for off
shore passage races, with the develop
ment of a major marina complex in 
the port of Newcastle. 

Honeysuckle Development Corpo
ration has just released details of their 
planned development on the harbour 
including a 200 plus marina with 
direct access to the Hunter River, New
castle Harbour and the open sea. The 
project includes an hotel, residential 
apartments and a shopping complex. 

Further information from Honey
suckle Development Corporation, 
phone (02) 4926 4778. 
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International acclaim for 
Queensland marina 
Another new marina attracting inter
national attention is the Scarborough 
Marina which is also the new Quaran
tine and Customs inspection point for 
Brisbane, making it the first port of 
call for many overseas yachts. 

Located on the northern tip of the 
Redcliffe Peninsula, the marina has 
excellent access with the final stage 
providing a 220 berth marina. 

Further information from Bob 
McKay at Scarborough Marina on (07) 
3880 0300. 

Simrad release new 
chart sounder 
Quinn Marine of Port Adelaide, the 
Australian distributors of the long 
established Simrad range of electron
ics, has introduced the CE32 Chart 
Sounder, adding to the range of Sim
rad products. 

Simrad recently provided the 
marine electronics for the Norwegian 
entrant in the Whitbread Round the 
World race, Innovation Kvaerne1; and 
as a result the Simrad CE32 DGPS 
chart sounder was launched at the 
London Boat Show. 

The Simrad CE32 provides the 
option of a four tone monochrome or 
full colour screen and is suitable for 
both sail and power boats. Offering 
the three major functions in one 
attractive, waterproof -unit, the CE32 
provides an in-built DGPS for pin
point accuracy, the latest colour elec
tronic plot charter and a high perfor-

Simrad CE32 chart sounder from Quinn Marine 
of Port Adelaide. 

Alldemars PIQuat Sydney 
to Hobart timepiece 
Audemars Piquet, the official time
keepers for the Telstra Sydney to 
Hobart ocean race, have produced 
a limited edition Royal Oak time
piece to commemorate the event. 
Only 20 hand-assembled steel 
pieces have been produced by the 
Swiss luxury watch maker. 

The limited edition timepiece 
has been specially modified for the 
ocean classic with its dial painted in 
the colours of the Cruising Yacht 
Club of Australia. The 2 lct gold 
rotor inside the movement bears the 
words "Audemars Piquet - Official 
Timekeepers - Sydney to Hobart" as 
well as the CYCA burgee. 

mance, twin frequency fishfinder. 
In DGPS mode, the CER32 gives a 

highly accurate position using the in
built, two channel differential beacon 
receiver which automatically locks on 
to the two strongest land-based sta
tions to enable a stunning accuracy of 
between two and five metres. 

Further information: Quin Marine 
on 1800 811 303. 

Low-profile hatches 
From Lewmar 
Lewmar Marine has launched a new 
range of low profile hatches to replace 
the current Coastline range. 

The product has been developed 

Audemars Plquet Royal Oak offshore watch In 
stainless steel. 

with two key principles in mind: 
First to provide a strong robust low 

profile unit styled to fit in with today's 
modern boat lines; 

Secondly, to address boat owners 
requests to safely replace the acrylic 
lens if damaged or crazed. 

The hatch also features re-style 
external handles and a more substan
tial lower frame with a higher lip and 
stronger hinges to withstand accident 
damage, such as trapping lines as the 
lid is closed. 

Further information: Peter Shipway 
at Barlow Distributors (Australia) on 
(02) 9318 2128. 

The new line of low profile 
hatches produced by 

Lewmar and available in 
Australia through Barlow 

Distributors. 
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Telstra Cup _{) 

Victory to 
newest Sydney 
AC40 
The rising stars of 
Australian yacht design and 
building, the Sydney AC 40 
One Designs, showed 
outstanding form in the 
1998 Telstra Cup, in the 
lead-up to the major 
Christmas ocean races. 
Peter Campbell reports. 

e spectacular looking Loco, 
wned by David Lowe and David 

Coe, and steered by SOCOG 
Olympic sailing manager and former 
three times world Laser dinghy champi
on Glenn Bourke, won the Telstra Cup 
after a consistent seven race series in 
which she placed 7-4-2-1-4-3-3. 

Ron]ones' Sledgehammer, helmed by 
young former world dinghy champion 
Roger Perrett, finished equal fourth 
but won two races to recover from a 
mediocre start to the seven race regat
ta off Sydney Heads. 

While Sledgehammer headed south 
in the 630 nautical mile Telstra 54th 
Sydney to Hobart, Loco's skipper David 
Coe elected to sail north in the 225 
nautical mile Strathfield Pittwater to 
Coffs Harbour race. Loco went to win 
the Coffs Harbour race, scoring five 
straight IMS victories, Sledgehammer 
was an early retirement from the 
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Hobart race with rudder problems. 
Loco and Sledgehammer are Sydney 

AC 40 One Designs created by the 
Australian design team of Iain Murray, 
Ian Burns and Andy Dovell and built 
by Bashford International at owra on 
the NSW South Coast. 

Loco finished third in the final 19 

Brian Saunders, also winning the PHS 
division, which included all yachts in 
the Telstra Cup fleet. Runner up in 
the PHS division was Dixie Chicken, the 
Papua New Guinea entrant skippered 
by 19-year-old Liz Wardley, the 
youngest skipper in the Telstra Sydney 
to Hobart fleet and one of only two 

Loco, the new Sydney AC 40 owned by David Lowe 
and David Coe from the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club 
and steered by SOCOG Olympic yachting manager 
Glenn Bourke, won the 1998 Telstra Cup in the lead
up to the Hobart race. (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

nautical mile Telstra Cup race to give 
her a two-point winning margin from 
Quest, skippered by 1998 Ocean Racer 
of the Year Bob Steel, which won the 
last race. 

Veteran Sydney yachtsman Syd Fis
cher sailed his Farr 50 Ragamuffin 
into third place overall, recovering 
from missing the start in the final race 
to place second on corrected time. 

Former Telstra Sydney to Hobart 
winner Ausmaid, now owned by Ade
laide yachtsman Kevan Pearce, sailed 
a fine series to share fourth place 
overall with Sledgehammer. Veteran 
Melbourne yachtsman Lou Abrahams 
won the new CHS division in his 
BH41 , Challenge Again, with the first 
Greek entry in the Sydney to Hobart, 
the Swan 46 Aera, winning today's 

final race. 
Another Victorian success 

came from Bruce Taylor 
steering his new Andy Dovell 
designed 36-footer Chutzpah 
to take out the IMS owner
driver's trophy. 

The Super 30 division went 
to the Farr 31 Wildfire, skip
pered by Sydney yachtsman 

The Telstra Cup winning crew of Loco 
receive the historic trophy at the 
CYCA at the end of the hard fought 
regatta. (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

women skippers this year 
The Scott Jutson-designed 75-foot

er Brindabella convincingly got the gun 
in each of the seven races of the Telstra 
Cup. In every race, she comfortably 

_/ 
Close racing In thh~e;---;_ --,;;:;;11;;;lsirifa.....,Comp.-.r"-
Dick Cawse's newl~ launched 1 

g up to her name In 
ndlng action off 
s. (Pie - Peter 

outpaced the new Melbourne maxi, 
Wild Thing, the 70-footer owned by 
Grant Wharington and sporting the 
towering mast designed and built orig
inally for America's Cup challenge 
oneAustralia. 
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Sailing 
the Web 
Sailing websites are among 
the most popular sporting 
Internet sites in the world, 
with huge interest being 
generated in Australia by the 
Telstra Sydney to Hobart and 
the 99 World Sailing 

Championships. 

T
he 1998 Telstra Sydney to 
Hobart web site recorded a 
remarkable 5.8 million "hits" in 

the lead-up to and during the dramatic 
ocean race. This is more than double 
the 1997 race when the 2.2 million 
"hits" were recorded 

The site was the 22nd most visited 
site by Australians and proved to be a 
popular destination for visitors from 
the United States (30,000) followed by 
Germany, Canada, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, Great Britain and New 
Zealand. 

The Telstra Sydney to Hobart site 
not only provided lead-up news fea
tures, the complete list of competitors 
and notes on their past performances, 
reports on the Telstra Cup and Canon 
Big Boat Challenge, but during the 
race a fast update of accurate race infor
mation. 

Position reports and handicap plac
ings were updated as soon as the Cruis
ing Yacht Club of Australia completed 
the twice daily "skeds" with the fleet. 

With high drama in Bass Strait as the 

Co111plete. 

Webs-·~ 
for sailing boom 
storm battered the fleet, the web site 
was being regularly updated with retire
ment lists and news stories as the huge 
search and rescue operation continued. 

As the maxi yachts Sayonara and 
Brindabella approached the Tasmanian 
coast, their positions were being updat
ed every 15 minutes by "polling" them 
through Telstra's Satcom C units on 
these yachts. 

Brindabella was out of radio commu
nication for much of the race, but race 
officials were able to be assured of her 
safety through the Satcom C position 
polling. 

In all, Satcom C units were aboard 20 
yachts in the fleet and it is likely that 
most yachts in the 1999 race will have 
Satcom C units. 

In addition to the Telstra official 
website, the Internet public was kept up 
to date through a Sydney to Hobart 
website supported by the Tasmanian 
government and the ABC. This provid
ed audio as well as visual coverage of 
the race, as well general tourism infor
mation about Tasmania. 

Other websites in Australia, includ
ing the popular Sailing-online and 
Boating OZ, carried regular news 
reports, while major international sail
ing websites such as the International 
Sailing Federation and Compuserve, 
along with the Scuttlebutt site, carried 
all news releases sent out by the Telstra 
Sydney to Hobart Media Centre. 

Compuserve also carried the drama 
of the Around Alone race, with its high-

Con1prehensive. 
CompuServe. 

Join thousands of others in the worldwide 
online sailing community on CompuServe. 
Or try one of the hundreds of business and 
recreational forums. 

For inore information or to or,kr a free starter kit 
(induding frL'L'' time onlint'l , <':tll 1300 55 55 20 

ly informative site, which includes pic
tures from the solo yachts and outstand
ing graphics . 

The other major sailing event in 
Australia this summer has been the 99 
World Sailing Championships on Mel
bourne's Port Phillip, with the ISAF 's 
skillful webmaster, David McCreary, 
coming to Australia to set up and oper
ate the site. 

With 1800 competitors from 58 
nations competing in 16 world champi
onships, seven of them for the Olympic 
classes, the website 

http://99worlds.org 
was running hot with full results from 

each of the championships on the web
site, along with outstanding action pho
tographs of each day's racing, taken by 
French yachting photographer Thierry 
Martinez, along with news releases on 
each class each day. 

Midway through the final week of the 
three week long 99 Worlds, more than 3 
million "hits" had been recorded. 

In addition, Sailing-online, ran a "mir
ror" site, also attracting a large following. 

Aside from the sailing news web sites, 
many marine companies now have their 
own web sites, as do leading yacht 
designers such as Scott Jutson, Off
shore Yachting's technical columnist. 

His site is well worth a visit - wwwJut-
son.com 

Sailing web sites are among the most 
popular sports sites in the world, with 
at least two permanent sailing news web 
sites in Australia, plus a vast range of 
international web sites to keep sailors 
informed around the world - without 
getting wet or windswept. - Peter Camp
bell. jj 

nibrs 
FREE 
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SOVINERLY 
The new Southerly Offshore jacket and trousers are designed for 
offshore work with several new safety and comfort features: 

• Built in harness facility 
• Reflective tape 
• High cut, fleece lined collar 
• Fleece lined hand warmer/ 

cargo pockets 
• External and internal 

DRY, DURABLE, 
COMFORTABLE 
Australia's foremost range 
of offshore wet weather 
gear has earned its 
reputation by delivering 
dry, durable, comfortable 
garments that perform in all 
conditions and look great. 

storm flap with drainage 
gutter 

• External and internal 
wrist seals 

• Stowaway lined hood with 
peak and drainage gutter 

Southerly Offshore features 
100% water proof, taped 
seams and breathable lining. 
The trousers have Cordura 
seat and knee patches, 2-way 
zip (waterproofed with an 
internal gusset and external 
storm flap), ankle seals and 
elastic braces. 

Made in Australia and soul around the work/ 
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Farr 40 worlds 

Australian lohn Calvert-Jones came 
within a whisl<er of winning the inaugur
al world championship of the Interna
tional Farr 40 class sailed off Miami. Bob 
Fisher reports. 

V:
'ctorian yachtsman John Calvert-Jones finished with a 
breathtaking score of 2,1,l in the eight race, no dis
card series to be just five points behind Jim Richard

son, the leader after the second day. It was that day when 
Calvert-:Jones and his Southern Star fell from grace, placing 
10,5,11 in the 19 boat fleet. "We went walkabout," was how 
he described it. 

Southern Star In action at the Faff 40 world championships. 
(Pie - Bob Fisher) 

True to the philosophy and indeed the rules of the class, 
Calvert-:Jones steered his own boat, and had the benefit of 
Grant Simmer as tactician. "It is quite the best regatta I have 
sailed in years,' he said, "I like the idea of all of the owners 
being required to steer, it gives us better value for our mon
ey." 

There was no doubting that he was not alone, judging by 
the smiles of the owners, and even from the professionals 
who sailed with them - each boat was limited to a maximum 
of four of the Group 3 category, and there was no doubt that 
the best were there - the crew lists read like a who's who of 
sailing. 

Racing was off Government Cut over windward/leeward 
courses, some with upwind and some downwind finishes, all 
with two mile legs. An easterly airstream which backed with 
the sea-breeze throughout the day provided the tacticians 
with enough problems and it was always banging the left 
hand comer that paid dividends. Use of the shifts was 
important. 

John Kilroy, whose father Jim had been winning races 
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PLACE SAIL NO. 

1 US17 

2 (1 

3 YC1000 

4 AUS70 

5 COK1 

6 SM1 

7 6606 

8 9090 

9 4826 

10 8338 

11 1993 

12 IRL8000 

13 YC560 

14 M250 

15 125 

16 SA 93 

17 2170 

18 1195 

19 SM377 

20 GRE49040 

21 AS 

22 2006 

23 1224 

24 SM2 

25 4057 

• I 

here 25 years earlier with his famous maxi Kialoa, had 
the best opening day with his Samba Pa Ti scoring a 1,4, 
to be two points clear of Richardson's Barking Mad with 
1,6. Calvert-Jones scored 12,2. Then came his bad day, 
but after that, there appeared to be no one to match the 
pace of Southern Star. 

Richardson still led by seven points from Steve Gar
land in Wired with the Australians a further four points 
behind after the day when Southern Star had scored 2, 1. 
By this time, there had been seven different winners of 
the seven races. There was just too much for Calvert
] ones to do, as Richardson had not been lower than sev
enth in any of the races, but he set to the task and led 
shortly after rounding the first mark, passing John 
Thomson's Solution on the run. At one time, Barking 
Mad was twelfth and that would have given Calvert-] ones 
the title on a count-back, but she too gained on the run 
and finished seventh to take the championship. 
Final World Championship standings: 
1. Barking Mad (Jim Richardson) 6,1,3,4,7,4,7,7, 39 

points; 
2. Southern Star (John Calvert-] ones) 

12,2,10,5,11,2,1,1, 44; 
3. Wired (Steve Garland) 3,8,12,7,3,1,5,8, 47; 
4. Hissar (Edgar Cato) 10,10,5,12,2,3,4,3, 49; 
5. Solution (John Thomson) 4,7,13,3,8,9,10,5, 59; 
6. Samba Pa Ti (John Kilroy) 1,4,14,9,4,15,2,13, 62. jj 

1998 Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart 
Yacht Race - Official Results 

Finishing Times and Retirements 
NAME SKIPPER DATE FINISHING ELAPSED 

TIME TIME 

Sayonara Larry Ellison 29-Dec 08 03 32 02 19 03 32 

8rindabella George Snow 29-Dec 10 55 06 02 21 55 06 

Ausmaid Kevan Pearce 29-Dec 19 02 29 03 06 02 29 

Ragamuffin Syd Fischer 29-Dec 19 11 29 03 06 11 29 

Nokia David Witt 29-Dec 22 19 00 03091900 

Fudge Peter Hansen 30-Dec 00 00 26 03 110026 

Quest Bob Steel 30-Dec 03 41 28 031441 28 

Industrial Quest Kevin Miller 30-Dec 03 58 45 03 14 58 45 

Aspect Computing David Pescud 30-Dec 04 28 24 03 15 28 24 

AFR Midnight Rambler Ed Psaltis/Bob Thomas 30-Dec 05 04 10 03160440 

Yendys Geoff Ross 30-Dec 05 09 33 03160933 

Atara Roger Hickman 30-Dec 05 33 04 03 16 33 04 

Doctel Rager Gary Shanks 30-Dec 06 51 40 03 17 51 40 

Foxtel Titan Ford Hodder/Zemanek/Sorenson 30-Dec 07 01 45 03180145 

Computerland John Saul 30-Dec 08 19 57 03191957 

Helsal II Keith Flint 30-Dec 08 21 26 03 19 21 26 

Margaret Rintoul II Richard Purcell 30-Dec 12 13 57 03 23 13 57 

Valheru Anthony Lyall 30-Dec 12 44 54 03 23 44 54 

Bacardi Ainley/Williams 30-Dec 12 54 01 03 23 54 01 

Aera Nick Lykiardopulo 30-Dec 13 37 46 04 00 37 46 

Mirrabooka John Benetta 30-Dec 15 21 03 04 00 52 06 

Spirit of Downunder Lawrence Ford 30-Dec 17 55 36 04022 1 03 

Mercedes IV Peter Stronach 30-Dec 20 34 35 04 04 55 36 

Challenge Again Lou Abrahams 30-Dec 22 35 46 04 07 34 35 

Aurora Jim Holly 30-Dec 23 05 30 04 09 35 46 
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1998 Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart 
Yacht Race - Official Results 

Sm 117 Tilting at Windmills Thorry Gunnersen 30-Dec 23 07 04 04 10 05 30 

8409 Avanti Chris/John Mooney 31-Dec 00 18 33 04100704 

5588 Rapscallion Team Syntegra Dick Vooderhake 31-Dec 06 56 44 04 11 18 33 

4527 She's Apples Two Max Prentice 31 -Dec 11 05 06 0417 5644 

5527 Polaris John Quinn 31-Dec 110744 04 22 05 06 

371 Berrimilla Alex Whitworth 31-Dec 11 20 40 04 22 07 44 

A113 Mark Twain Hugh O'Neill 31-Dec 13 00 25 04 22 20 40 

B116 Jubilation David James 31-Dec 13 52 06 05 00 00 25 

265 Waitangi II David Wearne 31-Dec 13 53 11 05 00 53 11 

Sm 1995 Wild One Gary Walker 31-Dec 14 10 09 05011009 

4168 Kendell Jeff Cordell 31-Dec 16 30 57 05 03 30 57 

N11 Noumea Jean Luc Esplaas 31-Dec 16 48 09 05 03 48 09 

5669 Komatsu Blue Lady Shane Kearns 31-Dec 17 03 55 05 04 03 55 

6074 Henry Kendall Akubra Patrick Wilde 31-Dec 21 32 44 05 08 32 44 

Sm596 Breakaway Martin Power 31-Dec 23 57 00 05105700 

5275 Unipro Ocean Road Kenneth Simpson 1-Jan 04 58 47 05 14 58 47 

D34 Liquid Asset Maurice Contessi 1-Jan 05 53 31 05 15 53 31 

407 Allusive John Smith Han 08 37 16 05 18 37 16 

M678 Misty Bryan Clague Han 18 39 04 06 05 39 04 

8887 ABN AMRO Challenge Ray Roberts Reti red 

9999 Assassin van Kretschmar/Crawford Retired 

5785 Sledghammer Ron Jones Retired 

6070 Sydney Charles Curran Reti red 

5462 Innkeeper Innkeeper Syndicate Reti red 

317 Kickatinalong Mike De Berg Retired 

4966 King Billy Phillip Bennett Retired 

SA999 Maglieri Wines Brian Graves Retired 

9431 Marchioness Marchioness Syndicate Retired 

HY1220 Red Jacket Ron Lally Retired 

M180 Ruff N Tumble Peter Heanly Retired 

5474 Team Jaguar Infinity Ill Martin James Retired 

YC4882 VC Offshore Stand Aside James Hallion Retired 

A16 Wide Load Warren Anderson Retired 

M10 Wild Thing Grant Wharington Retired 

588 Adiago Peter Williams Retired 

3807 Alexander of Creswell Warren Hellwig Retired 

WS91 Antuka Raymond Semmens Reti red 

8889 852 Wayne Miller Retired 

RQ23 Bobsled Paul White Retired 

1987 Bright Morning Star Hugh Treharne Retired 

5466 Business Post Naiad Bruce Guy Reti red 

780 Canon Maris Ian Kiernan Retired 

5090 Cyclone Stephen Keal Retired 

PNG6 Dixie Chicken Liz Wardley Retired 

6812 Elysion Blue Dominic Barbat Reti red 

PNG 1888 Hi Flyer Carol Turnbull Retired 

2557 Hogsbreath Witchdoctor Rum Consortium Retired 

MH106 Impeccable John Walker Reti red 

M19 Indian Pacific Wayne Reynolds Retired 

3838 Jack Guy Gordon Ketelby Reti red 

9000 Midnight Special Peter Baynes Retired 

5838 Miintinta Brian Emerson Retired 

9797 Ninety Seven Graham Gibson Retired 

5521 Not Negotiable Michael Dorphin Retired 

RQ2000 Ocean Designs Stephen Bean Retired 

533 Pippin David Taylor Retired 

4000 Sagacious V Peter Davis/Hamilton Reti red 

242 Sea Jay Scott Wheelhouse Retired 

SA3300 Secret Mens Business Geoff Boettcher Retired 

99 Siena lain Moray Retired 

M2000 Solo Globe Challenger Tony Mowbray Retired 

38 Southerly Don Mickelborough Retired 

2006 Sword of Orion Rob Kothe Retired 

ASS T 42 Sciandra Craig Escott Retired 

2919 Tenacious Selwyn Enoch Retired 

3946 Trust Bank Hummingbird Errol Pyke Retired 

27 Winston Churchill Richard Winning Retired 

327 Zeus II James Dunstan Retired 

5444 Soomaroo Morse Fans John McIntosh Retired 
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(I 199B Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart 
~ - ~ 

Yacht Race Official Results -
"'j' ,m ~ 

95 R33 Chutzpah Bruce Taylor Retired 

96 7314 Forzado Geoff Phillips Retired 

97 C2 Gundy Grey Robert Green Retired 

98 GBR4640R Sharp Hawk V Nigel Bramwell Retired 

99 M762 Inner Circle Dennis Pomfret Retired 

100 823 Kingurra Peter Joubert Retired 

101 3809 Lady Penryhn Ian McPherson Retired 

102 3144 Loki Stephen Ainsworth Retired 

103 5488 Morning Tide Alan Fenwick Retired 

104 1999 Nattel Adrenalin David Bennett Retired 

105 M236 New Horizons Michael Kelaher Retired 

106 R17 Outlaw Alan Quick Retired 

107 4337 Relish IV Bill Bailey Retired 

108 SA98 Renegade Robert Francis Retired 

109 4100 Terra firma Nieman/Bartels Retired 

110 R133 Vagrant Arch Waters Retired 

111 5643 Veto Graham Brown Retired 

112 5659 Antipodes Sydney Geoff Hill Retired 

113 7633 Bin Rouge Darryl Hodgkinson Retired 

114 4924 She II Peter Rodgers Retired 

115 3846 Tartan Mark Ballard Retired 

IMS Hep in Sail Name IMS PHS CHS Status Date Time Elapsed PHS PHS IMS IMS CHS CHS 
Over Div No Div Div Div Time TCF Corr TCF Corr TCF Corr 
-all Time Time Time 
1 8338 AFR Midnight Rambler D FINISHED 30-Dec 5:04:40 3 16:04:40 0.6881 2 12:36:23 

2 YClOOO Ausmaid B FINISHED 29-Dec 19:02:29 3 06:02:29 0.8034 2 14:41:54 

3 2 AUS70 Ragamuffin B FINISHED 29-Dec 19:11:29 3 06:11 :29 0.8224 2 16:18:17 

4 3 9090 Industrial Quest B FINISHED 30-Dec 3:58:45 3 14:58:45 0.7649 2 18:31:49 

5 1 US17 Sayonara A FINISHED 29-Dec 8:03:32 2 19:03:32 1.0000 2 19:03:32 

6 4 IRL8000 Atara 8 FINISHED 30-Dec 5:33:04 3 16:33:04 0.7628 2 19:32:48 

7 6606 Quest 8 FINISHED 30-Dec 3:41:28 3 14:41:28 0.7881 2 20:19:17 

8 1 2170 Margaret Rintoul II FINISHED 30-Dec 12:13:57 3 23:13:57 0.7212 2 20:40:54 

9 2 Cl Brindabella A FINISHED 29-Dec 10:55:06 2 21:55:06 0.9882 2 21 :05:36 

10 2 SM377 Bacardi E FINISHED 30-Dec 12:54:01 3 23:54:01 0.7243 2 21 :27:38 

11 1993 Yendys C FINISHED 30-Dec 5:09:33 3 16:09:33 0.7957 2 22:08:54 

12 4057 Aurora C FINISHED 30-Dec 23:05:30 4 10:05:30 0.7012 3 02:23:29 

13 3 1224 Mercedes IV FINISHED 30-Dec 20:34:35 4 07:34:35 0.7193 3 02:30:09 

14 4 AS Mirrabooka FINISHED 30-Dec 15:21:03 4 02:21:03 0.7631 3 03:03:05 

15 3 1195 Valheru C FINISHED 30-Dec 12:44:54 3 23:44:54 0.7871 3 03 :21:49 

16 5 5669 Komatsu Blue Lady E FINISHED 31-Dec 17:03:55 5 04:03:55 0.6217 3 05:07:53 

17 6 A113 Mark Twain FINISHED 31-Dec 13:00:25 5 00:00:25 0.6626 3 07:31 :00 

18 5527 Polaris FINISHED 31-Dec 11:07:44 4 22:07:44 0.6832 3 08:42:20 

19 2 Sm 596 Breakaway D FINISHED 31-Dec 23:57:00 5 10:57:00 0.6397 3 11 :46:07 

20 6 5588 Rapscallion-Team Syntegra B FINISHED 31-Dec 6:56:44 4 17:56:44 0.7647 3 15:08:03 

21 4 4527 She's Apples Two C FINISHED 31-Dec 11:05:06 4 22:05:06 0.7380 3 15:08:48 

22 3 N11 Noumea D FINISHED 31-Dec 16:48:09 5 03:48:09 0.7283 3 18:09:55 

23 M678 Misty FINISHED 1-Jan 18:39:04 6 05:39:04 0.6083 3 19:01 :58 

1 4826 Aspect Computing FINISHED 30-Dec 4:28:24 3 15:28:24 1.1728 4 06:35:19 

2 8409 Avanti FINISHED 31-Dec 0:18:33 4 11:18:33 1.0300 4 14:31:42 

3 SM1 Fudge FINISHED 30-Dec 0:00:26 3 11 :00:26 1.4215 4 21:59:41 

4 125 Computerland FINISHED 30-Dec 8:19:57 3 19:19:57 1.3000 4 22:43:56 

5 YC560 Doctel Rager FINISHED 30-Dec 6:51:40 3 17:51:40 1.3264 4 23: 11:30 

6 COK1 Nokia FINISHED 29-Dec 22:19:00 3 09:19:00 1.4800 5 00:20:55 

7 SA 93 Helsa! II FINISHED 30-Dec 8:21:26 3 19:21:26 1.3388 5 02:18:33 

8 R1200 Spirit of Downunder FINISHED 30-Dec 17:55:36 4 04:55:36 1.2200 5 03:07:50 

9 5275 Unipro Ocean Road FINISHED 1-Jan 4:58:47 5 15:58:47 1.1500 6 12:22:36 

10 Im 1995 Wild One FINISHED 31-Dec 14:10:09 5 01:10:09 1.3000 6 13:31:12 

11 407 Allusive 1 FINISHED 1-Jan 8:37:16 5 19:37:16 1.2300 7 03:44:02 

371 Berri mi Ila 2 FINISHED 31-Dec 11 :20:40 4 22:20:40 0.8376 4 03:07:31 

2 265 Waitangi II FINISHED 31-Dec 13:53:11 5 00:53:11 0.8590 4 07:50:29 

3 8116 Jubilation 2 FINISHED 31-Dec 13:52:06 5 00:52:06 0.9900 4 23:39:35 

4 034 liquid Asset 2 FINISHED 1-Jan 5:53:31 5 16:53:31 0.8750 4 23:46:50 

5 4168 Kendell 2 FINISHED 31-Dec 11:30:57 4 22:30:57 1.0113 4 23:51:18 

6 6074 Henry Kendall Akubra FINISHED 31-Dec 21 :32:44 5 08:32:44 0.9913 5 07:25:38 

1 GRE49040 Aera FINISHED 30-Dec 13:37:46 4 00:37:46 1.0660 4 07:00:25 

2 Sm 117 Tilting At Windmills FINISHED 30-Dec 23:07:04 4 10:07:04 1.0840 4 19:01 :54 

3 M250 Foxtel - Titan Ford FINISHED 30-Dec 7:01:45 3 18:01 :45 1.3150 4 22:23:18 

4 SM2 Challenge Again FINISHED 30-Dec 22:35:46 4 09:35:46 1.1480 5 01 :13:28 
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News from 
all Ports 

33 yachts to sail to Osaka 
A fleet of 33 yachts from five nations, 
18 of them from Australia, is sched
uled to line up on Port Phillip on April 
17, 1999 for the Osaka Cup 99, the 
5500 nautical mile south to north race 
from Melbourne to Osaka in Japan. 

The marathon double-handed race 
has also drawn eight entries from 
Japan, five from New Zealand and one 
each from Russia and Papua New 
Guinea. 

An entry from the host club in Mel
bourne, Sandringham Yacht Club is 
Nick Moloney (30) who is teaming, up 
with Daniel Fong (28) from New 
Zealand. Both sailed in the 1997-98 
Whitbread Round the World Race. 
Another Melbourne entry is boat
builder Mal Harty who won his class in 
the 1995 Osaka Cup aboard Priscilla 
with Sydney sailor Paul Scholten. ' 

This year they are sailing in sepa
rate boats, Hart with Ian Walker 
aboard Longitude, Scholten with 
round-the-world woman sailor Adri
enne Cahalan on a yet-to-be-named 
yacht. 

The race has attract¢ quite 
a number of women 
participants. Tokuko Niwa 
(62) who, with her late 
husband, finished fourth in 
the Racing Division A in the 
inaugural Osaka Cup in 1987, 
is competing with 26-year
old Tomoko Terakawa. 

Youngest skipper will be 19-year
old Elizabeth Wardley, representing 
Papua New Guinea in Dixie Chicken. 
Liz sailed Dixie Chicken in the recent 
Telstra Sydney to Hobart, but retired 
into Eden after standing by another 
yacht in trouble in the stormy weather. 
When Offshore went to press, she had 
not finalised her crew. 

Oldest skipper will be Alby Burgin, 

G» February • March 1999 

now aged 83, and skipper his much 
travelled A/star with John Duncan (36) 
as his crew. During his sailing career of 
71 years, Alby has raced for 420,000 
nautical miles and enjoyed cruising a 
further 350,000 nm. This is his third 
challenge for the Osaka Cup. 

Father and son, Bill (66) and Will 
(32) Oxley have competed in every 
Melbourne to Osaka race since 1987 
and will once again be sailing their 
Davidson-designed cruiser/racer Knots. 

Australians and their yachts entered 
are: 
Alstar, Alby Burgin and John Duncan 
Lake Macquarie. ' 
David Hannah, Joshua and Victoria 
Jones, Adelaide. 
Rangoon, Norbert Klotz and Alwyn 
Noseda, Sydney. 
TBA, Simon Kellett and Peter Bland 
Melbourne. ' 
Brindabella II, Roger Sayers and 
Murray Jacob, Melbourne. 
Knots, Bill and Will Oxley, Sydney. 
Spirit of Downunder, Laurie Ford and 
Peter de Lange, Melbourne. 
Yoko, Robin Hewitt and Simon Dry
den, Melbourne. 
Aurora, Teresa Michell and David 
Pryce, Sydney. 
Sayernara, Rob Drury and Jon Sayer 
Brisbane. ' 
Longitude, Malcolm Hart and Ian 
Walker, Melbourne. 
Ant Eater, Phil and Joshua Hearse 
Melbourne. ' 
TBA, Nick Moloney and Daniel Fong, 
Melbourne. 
TBA, Paul Scholten and Adrienne 
Cahalan, Sydney. 
Two-up, Richard White and John 
Thompson, Melbourne. 
Flying Colours, Peter Schultes and 
Kevin Lacey, Sydney. 
Carmen, Michael Wignall and crew to 
be named, Sydney. 
Rampant, Bob Dickens and crew to 
be advised. Melbourne. 

The competing yachts will initially 
gather at Sandringham Yacht Club but 
on Friday, April 9 they will move to 
Melbourne Docklands in a parade of 
sail and festival of food and wine enti
tled "Around the World in 80 Dishes" 
over the weekend. 

Syndicates start building for 
America's Cup 
Syd Fischer's new challenging yacht 

Th_e_ Swiss America's Cup 2000 training yacht 
saohng on Lake Geneva and at right on a 
container ship in Sydney, on her wa~ to New 
Zealand. 

for ~erica's Cup 2000 will be built by 
the mt:rnationally renowned Sydney 
boatbmlder, John Mcconaghy, with 
construction starting in February at 
the Newport complex. 

Extensive tank testing of models 
and other detailed research is well 
under way to achieve the optimum 
performing yacht under the Interna
tional America's Cup Class rules. 

"The design team is working under 
the direction of Grant Simmer as 
design co-ordinator, " Fischer told Off
shore Yachting. 

"We are going into this with a dis
tinct advantage in design research as 
we bought all the OneAustralia syndi
cate data information, all their draw
ings and other technical resources. 

"We are already a long way down 
the track and John McConaghy will 
start building in February. He has built 
all my previous challengers; in fact, he 
has built every recent Australian chal
lenger. 

McConaghy is internationally 
reno_wned for his skills with composite 
exotic materials and carbon fibre for 
hu~l construction, having not only 
bmlt America's Cup challengers, but 
also Whitbread round the world racing 
yachts and some famous IMS maxis 
including Sydney to Hobart record 
holder Morning Glory. 

Fischer will use his previous Ameri
ca's Cup challenger, Sydney 95, for ini
tial crew training. 



"We are not rushing into that; there 
are plenty of good sailors around and 
we don't want to take up their time too 
early," the veteran ocean racing and 
America's Cup challenger added. 

Meanwhile, Fischer's co-directors of 
the Australia's Quest for the Holy 
Grael challenge through the Cruising 
Yacht Club of Australia are reported to 
be well advanced with a major spon
sorship deal to lift the funding of the 
syndicate. 

In the United States, Dennis Con
ner has re-entered the fray with Team 
Dennis Conner effectively taking over 
the US Virgin Islands syndicate head
ed by Peter Holmberg. 

Conner has invited Holmberg to 
remain in the crew as mainsail trim
mer and TDC planned to start build
ing almost immediately a new boat 
designed by Reichel/Pugh. 

Meanwhile, negotiations are ongo
ing in England between the British 
syndicate and potential sponsors. 

High level talks were under way in 
mid January between syndicate chair
man Andrew Graves, operations man
ager Angus Melrose and the secretive 
sponsor represented by Tim Bell who 
was one of Maggie Thatcher's 
favourite "spin doctors." 

The talk is of a sponsorship pack
age totalling 9 million pound ($ l 9AUS 
million) to span two campaigns. 

However, with no firm commitment 
when Offshore went to press, the syn
dicate was already about six weeks 
behind in its building project. The 
yacht has been designed by Ian 
Howlett with former Olympic, Whit
bread and Admiral's Cup yachtsman 
Lawrie Smith as director of sailing. 

Gold and bronze for Australia at 
the 1998 Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF 
world Championship 
Brisbane's Lisa Charlson and Sarah 
Roberts-Thomson have won a gold 
medal in the 420 Class at the 1998 Volvo 
Youth Sailing ISAF World Champi
onship. The event, which concluded yes
terday in Simonstown, South Africa, also 
saw Sydney sailor Jo Dikkenberg win a 
bronze medal in the Laser Radial girls 
competition. 

Conditions on the final day of racing 
were tough, with a strong southeaster 
gusting up to 28 knots blowing in over 

False Bay. In the strong conditions, the 
Mistrals were the only class to take to the 
water, with racing in all other classes 
abandoned. 

Charlson and Roberts-Thomson had 
a very successful regatta overall. With a 
scorecard of 4, 1, 2, 3, 1, 10, 2, 1, 1, 3 the 
girls finished the regatta with only four
teen points after two discards, eleven 
points ahead of their nearest rivals, the 
team from the Netherlands. 

Meanwhile, Dikkenberg also main
tained a strong position throughout the 
regatta, finishing with a scorecard of 5, 3, 
3, 9, 2, 6, 5, 3, 5, 3, 4, finishing the regat
ta on 33 points. 

Sydney's Dan Corlett and Brad Cox 
in the Open Hobie 16 Class have also 
had a great regatta. Whilst their overall 
position has not yet been confirmed, it is 
believed that the boys finished within the 
top four, and may in fact have taken a 
medal. This is their best result at this lev
el of competition. 

With these strong results, Australia 
has finished in fourth place in the Nau
tica Cup, a great improvement on last 
year's results of fourteenth. 

France has won the Cup for the sec
ond year running by 
beating Great 
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Whitbread Round the World Race, will 
start from Southampton in September 
200 l, it has been announced by Helge 
Alten for Volvo in Southampton. 

Suggestions that the race start 
would be from a Swedish port have 
been rife since Volvo purchased the race, 
and there was a rival bid from 
Portsmouth City Council to host the 

Britain by 92 points. 
Israel took third 
position. 

Laser Boys repre
sentative, Josh 
Beaver finished the 
regatta in sixth posi
tion overall, whilst 
in the Mistrals, Alli
son Shreeve fin-
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ished the Girls com
petition in eleventh 
place, and Michael 
Lancey finished the 
Boys competition in 
twelfth. 

In other results, 
our 420 boys Adam 
Garnaut and Bjorn 
Nielson finished the 
regatta in thirteenth 
place overall. 

Volvo Ocean Race 
To start from 
Southampton 
The Volvo Ocean 
Race, formerly the 

Become a more valuable crew-member, or take confident 
control of your own yacht! America's Cup and Sydney
Hobart winner Hugh Treharne imparts the skill he has 
gained from years of racing at international level. 

Sydney to Mooloolaba Yacht Race - March 27 ...... . . . . ... ... . $800 
Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race - April 2 .............. .. ... . $700 
Gladstone to Mooloolaba to Southport Cruise - April 5-11 . .. ... . . $400 
Southport to Lord Howe Island via Elizabeth Reef - April 13 . . . ... . $900 
Lord Howe Island to Sydney Cruise via Port Stephens - April 21 ... . $900 
(Round Trip lndudlng twin shdre accommodation at a/he Island Is $1850) 

Coffs Harbour to Fiji Race - May 15 . .. . . . . . ... . ... .. . . ..... $1600 
Cruise the Fiji Islands - May 29-June 5 .... . ...•....•...... . . $1500 
Presidents Cup Denerau, Fiji - June 8-12 ........ . ...... . .... .. $600 
Fiji to Noumea Cruise - ju/y 11-21 . .. .. ........ . .......... . $1500 
NOTE: All prices include meals on board 

For further lnfonnaffon ple.ise contact Hugh on: 

Hugh Treharn e 
Sailing 

Ph: (02) 9997 3036 
Fax: (02) 9997 7584 

www.sydneysall.com.au 
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News from 
all Ports 

next start. However, the race organisers 
have elected to retain a similar opening 
to the race as that held in 1997, with the 
assembly of the fleet in Ocean Village. 

Alten, the managing director ofVol
vo Events Management UK, added 
significantly that this would be a two 
event deal, and confirmed that the 
start of the following race in 2005 
would also be based in this port. It is 
part of a tie-up with the Southampton 
International Boat Show, which is reg
ularly held in September. 

A slightly later start had been one 
of the talking points about the next 
race, but Alten shrugged these off, not 
by reference to the timing of the race -
at the peak of the Southern Ocean 
summer - but that it would be wrong to 
take the race to the United States when 
there was snow on the ground. It is a 
pointer, perhaps, to an early stop-over 
in the USA, possibly in New York, on 
the way to Cape Town. 

There were no other indications of 
where the organisers were planning the 
stop-overs of the 2001/2 race, but they 
have been examining several South Amer
ican harbours, including Ushuaia, close to 
Cape Horn, during recent months. 

It is known that a reduction from 
eight to seven is likely, with one of the 
two Australian ports likely to be axed. 
Melbourne is making a strong bid for 
the stopover to be there, eliminating 
Fremantle and Sydney which had been 
stopovers in the last Whitbread Race. 

Market forces, for Volvo cars and 
trucks, will be seriously considered 
before the final choice of course is 
made, and France and Germany are 
high on the list of priorities. It is 
unlikely that the race will finish in 
Southampton, but more likely at 
Gothenburg, Sweden, where Volvo is 
head-quartered.- Bob Fisher. 

Race to Paradise - Coifs Harbour 
to Fiji 1999 
The organisers of this year's 1800-mile 
Coffs Harbour to Fiji race will consid
er changes to safety standards follow
ing the lessons being learned for the 
tragic Sydney to Hobart classic. 
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The Chairman of the Cruising 
Yacht Club of Australia's committee 
reviewing the Hobart disaster, former 
Commodore Peter Bush, has already 
contacted Fiji Race Director Rob Mun
die and arranged for any relevant 
information to be passed on once the 
review and coronial inquiry are com
plete. 

Bush is a potential starter in "The 
Race to Paradise" which will start in 
Coffs Harbour on May 15. 

"It is becoming apparent from the 
Hobart tragedy that some internation
al standards that have been seen as 
being acceptable will need to change," 
Rob Mundie said. "The safety of com
petitors in the Coffs Harbour to Fiji 
race is paramount so if there are any 
new safety standards that we feel 
should apply to this race then they will 
be implemented . The Fiji race should 
see very pleasant sailing conditions in 
balmy weather, but one should always 
be prepared for the possibility of some 
tough times at sea. 

"We had already scheduled special 
sea safety and weather briefings prior 
to the start. These will now take on an 
even greater significance for all com
petitors." 

Organisers are expecting a fleet of 
more than 20 yachts following a 
remarkable response from yacht own
ers to news of the race. More than 50 
inquiries had been fielded from poten
tial entrants before the Notice of Race 
was issued this week. 

The honour of being the first official 
entry went to Sydney's Michael Thurston 
and his 15.4 metre ketch, Drina. 

"The owners of some of the biggest 
and best yachts in Australia have indi
cated a desire to compete," Rob Mun
die said. "We have also had inquiries 
from the South Pacific, America, Eng
land and Chile. 

"There is obviously a big need for a race 
into paradise from Australia's east coast." 

The fleet will race in three divisions -
IMS, Performance Handicap and two
handed - to Suva, the capital of the Fiji 
Islands. Once celebrations are complete 
at Royal Suva Yacht Club the crews will 
have the opportunity to compete in the 
President's Cup Series - a fun regatta in 
the western island region - or cruise to 
Savu Savu Yacht Club and the famous 
Copra Shed to the north. 

The race's principal sponsor, Air 
Pacific, in conjunction with the Coffs 

Harbour Regional Airport, is offering 
special travel packages to Fiji so fami
ly, friends and visitors can share in the 
fun of the finish . Coffs Harbour's 
Pacific Bay Resort, the Fiji Visitor's 
Bureau and Fiji's Musket Cove Resort 
are also supporting the event. Coffs 
Harbour International Marina will be 
race headquarters. 

For more information contact Rob 
Mundie Promotions, 24 Clarke Street, 
Crows Nest, NSW, 2065, Australia. 
Email: rmundle@ozemail. com .au. 
Telephone 61 + 2 9901 4311 , Fax 
61+2 9901 4233. 

Inaugural Bundaberg Rum Coral 
Coast Race 
The inaugural Bundaberg Rum Coral 
Coast Overnight Yacht Race will start on 
March 6. 

There will be an 80 nautical mile 
inshore race for trailer sailers, small 
keelboats and multihulls, with the fleet 
sailing along the Bundaberg coast 
from Bargara in the sheltered waters 
of Hervey Bay. 

At the same time there will be an 
offshore course for monohull and mul
tihull yachts of around 140 nautical 
miles, starting in the sheltered waters 
of Hervey Bay, continuing on a blue
water course to Lady Elliott Island and 
returning to Burnett Heads. 

Marina berths will be available free 
of charge at the Port Marina and trail
er sailers will be accommodated at the 
Bundaberg Sailing Club. 

More informatuion from the Bund
aberg Sailing Club commodore Les 
Routledge on 07 4159 2519 (after 
hours) or mobile 0419 654 540. 

Typica l holiday resort in the Fiji 
lslands ... destination for this year's revived race 
from Australia to Suva, starting from Coffs 
Harbour on May 15. 
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strong prospect for an overall PHS 
win, was that key members of the crew 
were disabled. 

"That was the best thing about this 
effortO.that most of our experienced 
sailors are disabled," the CYCA mem
ber added. "We had some good Abs on 
board but they were new chums, and 
the disabled guys were the ones doing 
most of the work." 

Disabilities among the crew of 
Aspect Computing including hearing 
impairment, partial sight impairment, 
one blind man, an arm amputee and 
two crew with dyslexia. 

For Travis Foley the race was a bap
tism of fire. "I was frightened a little," 
admitted the young lad from Mudgee 
who has already sailed several long 
races aboard Aspect Computing. "At the 
start and on the first day I was OK, but 
when we were going across Bass Strait 
it was scary. 

"They (the crew) looked after me 
well. They told me what to do, made 
sure I was in my harness - and told me 
to hang on tight!" 

David Pescud and his crew had 
another reason to celebrate next day 
when the CYCA named them overall 
and divisional winners at a public 
announcement on the Telstra barge 
alongside Constitution Dock - the Rad
ford 50 had been named winner of 
PHS Division A of the . Telstra 54th 
Sydney to Hobart. 

Runner-up in PHS Division A was 
the Victorian yacht Avanti, a Beneteau 
First 39 owned by brothers John and 
Christopher Mooney from Royal 
Brighton Yacht Club. This was the first 
Hobart for the yacht but the 26th for 
John Mooney. 

Also in the crew were Robert and 
Christopher Case, sons of former 
America's Cup and Admiral's Cup 
yachtsman Bernie Case who was 
aboard the maxi yacht Marchioness, one 
of the 71 retirements from the race. 

Third in PHS Division A was Fudge 
(Future Shock), Peter Hansen's Elliott 
55 from Sandringham Yacht Club 
which was sixth boat to finish the race. 

In PHS Division B, first place on 
corrected time went to Berrmilla, a 
Peter Joubert-designed Brolga 10m 
sloop owned and skippered by CYCA 

member Alex Whitworth. 
Incidently, designer Joubert, whose 

own yacht Kingurra was disabled in the 
storm, was still in Bega hospital in mid 
January after suffering a pierced l~ng 
in a severe knockdown. American 
John Campbell was rescued by heli
copter after being thrown into the sea 
in the incident. 

Runner-up in PHS Division B was 
David Wearn's Waitangi II, aJarkan 10 
named after the famous Waitangi built 
in 1922 and owned by the Wearn fam
ily from 1933 to 1986. Waitangi II sails 
from the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron. 

Third place went to jubilation, a 
Farr 11.6 skippered by David James 
from Melbourne's Royal Brighton 
Yacht Club. As one of the tailenders in 
the fleet, jubilation played a vital role 
in relaying radio messages to the Young 
Endeavour. 

The Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart 
also saw the inclusion of a CHS (Chan
nel Handicap) division for the first 
time, but it attracted a relatively small 
number of entries with only four fin
ishers. 

CHS winner was the first Greek 
entry in the Hobart race, the Swan 46 
Aera, skippered by London based 
shipping company owner Nicholas 
Lykiardopuli. The yacht was one of 
three Swans in the CHS division but 
the only one to finish. 

Second place went to Tilting at 
Windmills, Thorry Gunnersonis Jou
bert-designed 12.8m sloop wooden 
hulled sloop, third to Foxtel-Titan Ford, 
the powerful Farr 50 which previous~y 
raced as Morning Mist III. The yacht 1s 
now owned by Julie Hodder, Stan 
Zemanek and Peter Sorensen, with 
Zemanek, a well known Sydney radio 
presenter continuing his regular 
reports during the storm - despite suf
fering two broken ribs. 

The only other finisher in CHS was 
Challenge Again, Lou Abrahams' Syd
ney 41 which sought shelter from the 
storm which saw the yacht broach 
severely, hurling experienced crew 
member Gary Schipper overboard. In 
an outstanding feat of seamanship on 
a dark and stormy night, Abrahams 
and his crew rescued Schipper, who 
had been holding a Dolphin torch, 
from the sea within 20 minutes. 

jj 
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eran of 14 Sydney-Hobart Races will 
chair the Committee. 

Additional Committee Members are: 
GREG HALLS: 
33 Years in Offshore 
Surveying/Marine Geophysical Field 
Consultant to Offshore Engineering 
& Oil Companies' Survey/Geo
physics/Safety 
13 Sydney-Hobart Races amongst a 
vast Ocean Racing Career 

RICHARD HAMMOND: 
40 Sydney-Hobart Races, 7 Fastnet 
Races including the 1979 race which 
included 19 fatalities 
Civil Engineer and on the Board of St 
Vincent's Private Hospital for more 
than 10 years 

ROGER HICKMAN: 
Master Mariner- 20 years of Merchant 
Navy experience 
21 Sydney-Hobart Races including 
finishing three of the toughest races 
on record 1977, 1993 & 1998. 

GRANT SIMMER: 
Mechanical Engineer 
Director Australian Yachting Federa
tion 
4 Admirals Cup Races, 4 America's 
Cup Races, 8 Sydney-Hobart Races 
Director North Sails (Australia) 

DONALD GRAHAM: 
Senior Officer NSW Police Service 
Former CYCA Safety Inspector 

Emergency Management Specialist 
3 Sydney-Hobart Races, vast ocean 
racing experience 

HOWARD ELLIOTT 
More than 30 years sailing, 20 years 
offshore racing 
5 Sydney-Hobart Yacht Races 
Telecommunications Consultant 
Race Management, Judge, Umpire 
(1993 through 1998) 

The Committee is interested m 
receiving submissions in writing by 
mail, fax or e-mail from parties direct
ly involved in the race. Correspon
dence should be directed to: 
The Chairman 
1998 Sydney Hobart Race Review 
Committee 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 
New Beach Road 
DARLING POINT NSW 2027 
Fax: (02) 9362 1809 (Dedicated) 
E-mail racrev98@bigpond.com 
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HOOD 
SAILMAKER S 

GET THE BEST OUT OF YOUR BOAT 
Call (02) 9905 0800 or your local boat loft now 

AUSTRALIA'S 
LEADING 

SAIL.MAKERS 
SYDNEY 

(02) 9997 5966 
FAX: (02) 9997 4805 
www.northsails.com 

MELBOURNE 
(03) 9534 0363 

FAX: (03) 9525 3095 

4 )f 

MURRAY ~·• 

6URN5~~ 
DOYELL PTY LTD 

Suite 8 RPYAC 
Mitala Street 

Newport NSW 210 6 
PO Box729 

Newport Beach NSW 2106 
AUSTRALIA 

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 
COMPOSITE ENGINEERING 

Tel. 61-2·9979 6202 
Fax. 61·2-9979 6215 

e-mail: IAl3URN50COMPU5ERVE.COM 
ACN 060 651747 

We are still Sydney's largest Yanmar distributor for new & 
rebuilt engines with a huge range of spare parts. 

Johnson bilge pumps, Water Pressure Systems & lmpellors 

~ 
Unit 4 , 71 Dicks on Ave, 

Artarmon NSW 2064 
Ph: (02) 9966 4107 • Fax: (02) 9966 4108 

-
PREMIER 

..n1n■1 fjt.1t.1il«W 
• Boat Covers • Car Trimming 

• Carpets • Upholstery 

Phone for a free quote (02) 9363 5998 
d' Albora Marinas 

New Beach Rd 
Rushcutters Bay 

6 Neild Ave 
Rushcutters Bay 

NSW 2027 
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11 Nell Road 
West Gosford NSW 2250 

AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 61 +2 043 23 2989 

Fax: 61 +2 043 23 4023 
BOATSPEED@bigpond.com 

Fine Quality Composite Yacht Builders 

'Brindabella', 'Team Jaguar', 'Margaret Rintaul 5', 
'Ninety Seven', 'Atara' 

IOR/IMS Conversions. Foil Optimi satioin . 

0 FRASERSAILS 
The Ultimate in Racing 

and Cruising Sails 
For infonnation on our Sails, Services & Products, please write to: 

6 NIELD AVE., RUSHCUTTERS BAY, 2011 
PH: (02) 9361 4836. FAX: (02) 9332 3271 

BRISBANE (07) 3252 5161 MELBOURNE (03) 9328 3260 
HOBART (03) 6234 5422 WHITSUNDAYS (079) 461125 PERTH (09) 430 5366 

SAILCLOTH 

Most Medals - Barcelona '92 
Most Medals - Savannah '96 
Most Medals - Sydney 2000? 

Be a Contender ... Buy Contender! 
Call or write to: Contender Sailcloth Ply Ltd 4A Willmette Place Mona Vale 2103 NSW 102) 9997 4099 or 1800 252 350 

Stocl<ist of: Contender Sailcloth, ChaRenge Sailclo!Miardware, Rutgerson Hardware, P.N.P. Products, Blue Streak 
Battens, Webbings, Tapes, Acllesive Sailcloths, Furlex Furlera, Seldon Rodkickera, FeITari PVC Fab<ics. 

LEWMAR 
WINCHES, HATCHES & HARDWARE 

GIBB 
RIGGING & DYFORM WIRE 

NAVTEC 
RIGGING & HYDRAULICS 

BARLOW DISTRIBUTORS (AUSTRALIA) PTY LID 
177 PHILLIP ST, REDFERN NSW 20 I 6 

TEL: 02 9318 2128 FAX: 02 9319 1858 

ANDY COYLE'S 
BOATING SERVICE 

complete boat maintenance 
& management 

PO Box 448 Tel & Fax: (02) 9388 8085 
Vaucluse 
NSW 2030 Mobile: 0411 886089 



Steinmann & Associates Pty Ltd ACN 004 736 483 

NAVAL ARCHITECTS YACHT DESIGNERS 

steinmann 
PO BOX 453 Avalon Beach NSW 2107 
Email: steinmann@s054.aone.net.au 
Mobile: 0414 44 44 99 

·----~----------------¾----------~-~-, 
CUT OUT FOR WHEN YOU NEXT BROUSE THE INTERNET I 

I 
"The Swedish yacht that's built to a maximum quality 

standard not to a minimum price " 

SCANYACHT 391 & 399DS 
New Showroom WEBSITE 

www.windcraft.com.au 
or phone for a stunning colour brochure. 

Phone 02 9979 1709 Fax 02 9979 9499 
Suite 36, 12-14 Waratah St, Mona Vale NSW 2103 

~'"'d"'-,.,~. '?'f SILVA WINDWATCH 
.. ~ ... ,..:F~ .· 
~-I .1 
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Measures wind speed 
precisely and reliably 

Current, peak & average wind speeds 
to 40 mis, mph, km/h, Beaufort & 

knots. Also temperature and wind chill 
Waterproof. Size 10cm. Weight 46g 

$229 from major ship chandleries 
Trade enq: Macson Trading Co 

Tel: (03) 9489 9766. Fax: (03) 9481 5368 
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This space could be yours for 

as low as $125 a month. 

Get more out of your 
advertising - call Jan Cooke 

on (02) 9452 2093. 

PERFORMANCE BOATING SERVICE 
SPECIALISING IN PERFORMANCE ORIE TED YACHTS 
RON JACOBS CHRIS CALDECOAT TIM WISEMAN 

Il ~ New & Used Yachts 
r ERfORMANCE Performance Optimising 
B OATING , Project Supervision 

S I NTERNATIONAL YACHTS Boat Maintenance 
ERVICES MARINF m :A l.F.RS & HROKF.RA<iF. Charter 

PBS International (Yachts) Pty. Ltd 
Gibson Marina 1710 Pittwater Road 

BAYVIEW NSW 2104 AUSTRALIA 
Ph/Fax (61 2) 9979 9780 Ph 9979 9755 

Telephone: (02> 9363 2130 
Facsimile: (02> 9327 1465 

Mobile: 041 2032 130 

D. & R. SHIPWRIGHTS 
(C.y.C.A.> 

New Beach Road 
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2027 

• REPAIRS 
• PAINTING 

• FITTING 

Your resident CYCA Yacht Broker 
Maurice Rod Rob John 

Drent Mackay Landis Pearce 
We have a full range of new & used racing & cruising yachts. 

Call us now to discuss your requirements: 
Central Office, New Beach Rd, Darling Point NSW 2077 

Ph (02) 9363 9945 Fax (02) 9327 8534 

SparMaster Australia insist on the highest quality, the most careful and 
painstaking design and personally supervised installation. From new 
rigs to total refurbishment, re-rigging or repairs. 

Talk to Simon Flitcroft, Rob Mclellan or Geoff Cruse on 
Telephone (07) 3390 6522 Facsimile (07) 3390 6833 

SPARIIIIASTER 
1356 Lytton Rd. 
Hemmant Q. 4174 AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 

Exhaust Systems 
• Manufactured in non-corrodable fibreglass 
• Waterlift & in-line mufflers for all marine engines & generators 
• Custom Systems - all sizes 
• Fibreglass exhaust pipe and bends 

For free quotation and advice phone 

FORESHORE MARINE EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
Ph: (02) 9524 8426 Fax: (02) 9524 4123 
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MAJOR OFFSHORE & INSHORE EVENTS IN AUSTRALIA AND OVERSEAS 
AUSTRALIA 

FEBRUARY 
5 Milson Cup, short ocean race, RSYS. 

11 Short ocean pointscore, CYCA. 

12 

20 

26 

Sail for Cancer Research, Leo & Jenny Leukaemia and 

Cancer Foundation/CYCA. 
Sydney-Wollongong, 26th Trade Winds Trophy, 51 st 

Flinders Trophy, CYCA. 
Wollongong-Sydney, 52nd Founders' Cup, 2nd Solo 
Trophy, CYCA. 
LSA Maxi Boat Challenge, Leo & Jenny Leukaemia and 
Cancer Foundation/CYCA. 

24 Short ocean race, MHYC. 

12 

13 

Short Ocean Race, CYCA. 
Sailability Regatta, CYCA. 

Short ocean race, CYCA. 
25 Short ocean race, RSYS. 
25 

APRIL 
2 
11 

Sydney-Mooloolaba ocean race, MHYC. 

51 st Brisbane to Gladstone ocean race, QCYC. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, opens with Ladies' 
Day (NPS) 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, Harbour Points 

Score 1. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 2. 

BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 3. 
CYCA Summer prize presentation. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 4. 

BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 5. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 6. 

JUNE 
6 

13 
20 

27 

JULY 
04 
11 
18 
25 
23 
31 

BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 6 

BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 8. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 9. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 10. 

BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 12. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 13. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, HPS 14. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, CYCA, Ladies Day 
BMW Sydney Winter Series Prizegiving. 
14TH Sydney-Gold Coast Race, CYCA. 

INTERNATIONAL 

APRIL 
15 

MAY 

Melbourne to Osaka double-handed race, Nippon Ocean 
Racing Club, Japan. 

15 Coffs Harbour - Fiji, Coffs Coast Yacht Club. 

JULY 
12-26 Champagne Mumm Admiral's Cup, Royal Ocean Racing 

Club, UK. 

OCTOBER 
18 America's Cup Challenger Trials, Royal Auckland Yacht 

Club, NZ. 



The driver has taken 
the back seat long enough. 

Come and see. Come and drive. 

BMW Sydney 
65 Craigend St , Rushcutters Bay 
Te lephone: 02 -9334 4555 oL 14539 Sheer Driving Pleasure 



Since its launch, The Australian Financial Review Weekend Edition has become a trusted source of P er sonal Investment 

information. From gaining predictions and indepth analysis on the impact of the Asian crisis, through to the pending GST, 

Federal election, and turmoil in Russia. Take a good close look at your investment opportunities . Sharpen your view. 

INVESTMENTS UP CLOSE 




