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••• NOW WE CONTROL THE RACE. 

■ B&G's "Classic" analogues available with carbon fibre effect bezels 

Forty years ago it was the availability of transistors that allowed 

B&G to start the electronics revolution in performance marine 

instrumentation . Today it is the turn of the widely available PC 

laptop computer, coupled with the new Hercules 790 system, to 

keep B&G and the racing sailor at the front of the fleet. 

Brookes & Gatehouse 
Australian Distributors, Sales and Service 

1/4 Taronga Place, Mona Vale , 2103. 
Phone: (02) 979 6702, Fax: (02) 9999 3181 
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B&G introduce the Hercules 790, featuring carbon fibre effect bezels for the 

instrument displays and a purpose designed Windows based tactical rac ing software 

package - B&G Tactician. 

So whether you are preparing for the next Whitbread 

Adn:,iral 's or Kenwood Cup with one of the ne 

IMS classes, can you afford to sit still? 

Can you afford not to control the race? 

a 60 footer or racing the 



The Beneteau First 36s7 and 42s7 : 

The result of a passion. 
The brand new First 36s7, intro­
duced at the recent european 
boat shows, clearly displays her 
origins and ambitions. Her design 
adopts the principal ideas wich 
have made such a success of her 
elder sister, the First 42s7 : a fast 
hull with volume, an innovative , 
functional deck, and a dual crui­
sing/racing agenda for wich the 
most detailed study was carried 
out to create the perfect balance 
of performance and comfort. 

Name---------------- First amC----------------- - ------- - -----

Address _ __________ _ _______________ __ ____ __ _ ______ __ ______ __ _ 

Home Port ---------------------------------- -----------------

Current Boat ----------------------- ------- --------------------

For more information on the First : 

Tel. (2) 327 20 88 - Fax. (2) 362 45 16, or send this coupon to: $ 
Beneteau Yachts Australia PTY-LTD , D'Albora Lovett Marina 

ew Beach Road, Rushcutters Bay BE _ l SW 2027 SYDNEY NETEAtT 
i The spirit of the ·sea ____________________________ _ ______ J 
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Whitbread 60, Volkswagon Sailability(ex Tokio I~, was skippered to Hobart last year by Rob Brown for blind 
yachtsman Roger MacKenzie, but was not allowed to use water ballast or its big masthead spinnakers. 

(Pie: Richard Bennett} 
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For the first time in the 

23 year history of the 
Whitbread Round the 

World Race Australia is 
to have an entry in the 

gruelling event, possibly 
three, as interest grows 
in the 1997-98 event. 

Kevan Wolfe and Peter 
Campbell report . 

• ohn Bertrand has announced that 
his newly formed Team Bertrand 
will compete in the seventh 
Whitbread race in September 
1997. The 31 ,600 nautical mile 
race, which is held every three 
years and starts from Southamp­

ton, UK, will be run in nine legs with 
stops in South Africa, Australia, New 
Zealand, Brazil, The United States and 
France before returning to Southamp­
ton. 

There will be two stopovers in Aus­
tralia, the first in Fremantle and the 
second on the East Coast at either Syd­
ney or Melbourne - a fact that may result 
in several Australian challenges. 

For while Bertrand has forma lly an­
nounced his challenge plans, the Syd­
ney-based 18-foot skiff champion and 
ex-America's Cup and Admiral's Cup 



sailor Rob Brown has told OFFSHORE 
of his plans to form a syndicate with 
.New Zealander Chris Dickson, based in 
Perth. Back in Sydney, BOC Challenge 
Class II winner David Adams has had 
preliminary discussions with designer 
Scott Jutson and America's Cup yachts­
man Peter Gilmour. 

In the case of Bertrand and Brown/ 
Dickson, the Whitbread campaign will 
be an important step towards a chal­
lenge for the next America's Cup in 
Auckland, currently set down for the 
year 2000. 

The list of skippers already entered 
for the 1997-98 Whitbread reads like a 
re-run of the 1995 America's Cup and 
includes Dennis Conner, who sailed in 
the last Whitbread in 1993-94, New Zea­
landers Chris Dickson, Ross Field and 
Peter Blake, the America's Cup Winner. 
Blake, a five time veteran and winner in 
1989/90, is expected to sail on a New 
Zealand entry. 

At least 12of the 16 man-crew of New 
Zealand's America's Cup winning Black 
Magic had previously competed in a 
Whitbread race. According to Blake, part 
of New Zealand's success came from 
the strong team work learnt in the 
Whitbread. 

"Some people now realise the impor­
tance of events like the Whitbread Race 
for building up a team and long term 
corporate support. The Whitbread, like 
the America's Cup, doesn't take place 
over six months or a year. It is an enor­
mous ongoing effort," he said. 

This has not gone unnoticed by John 
Bertrand who has also announced his 
intention to challenge again for the 
"Auld Mug" in the year 2000. Bertrand 
is currently putting together Team 
Bertrand - a yacht racing team that will 
be organised and operated along simi­
lar lines to a Formula One motor racing 
team. 

He plans to start building the first of 
two Whitbread 60 yachts in nine months 
time and base them at Williamstown 
next door to the Royal Yacht Club of 
Victoria where Australia 11 was worked­
up before its 1983 America's Cup win. 

The Whitbread 60 design was formu­
lated especially for the race to make it a 
single class event without the need for 
handicaps so tha t the first yacht across 
the line wins. A distinguishing feature 
of the design is the use of water ballast 
in tanks on either side of the yacht. The 

water, up to 2,500kg and equivalent to 
the weight of 30 odd people, gives extra 
stability and does away with the need 
for crews to sit on the side. Something 
that is not desirable in the freezing wa­
ters of the roaring 40s and 50s in the 
Southern Ocean. 

Bertrand will use the Whitbread and 
other major regattas around the world 
as part of a long term plan to develop 
crew and as a support base for his year 
2000 America's Cup challenge. "Within 
Team Bertrand the 1997 Whitbread race 
will be a very important building block 
and bridge to the America's Cup," 
Bertrand told OFFSHORE'S Kevan 
Wolfe in Melbourne. 

Team Bertrand will compete in the 
America's Cup Class regatta at StTropez 
in the south of France in October. 
Bertrand won the International Ameri­
ca's Cup Class world championship in 
oneAustralia at San Diego last year and 
will borrow Spain's two 1995 America's 
Cup yachts for the regatta. 

Along with the regular crew, will be 
Mornington's Grant Wharington who 
won the recent Melbourne to Osaka two­
handed Race and is we! I known for his 
record breaking exploits in his Inglis/ 
Murray 50 footer, Wild Thing. 

Wharington, a very competitive skip­
per, has registered his own entry for the 
Whitbread but it is tipped he will join 
Team Bertrand. 

In an interview with OFFSHORE 
editor Peter Campbell, Rob Brown con­
firmed that he and Dickson had been 

Top: W60, Tokio, blasts down The Solent at the start 
of this year's Fastnet Race which included a special 
class for the W60s. (Pie: PPL) 
Above: John Bertrand and wife, Rasa 

having meetings with Royal Perth Yacht 
Club and with potential sponsors for a 
Whitbread and America's Cup cam­
paign based out of Fremantle. 

"An America's Cup Challenge is 
something I have long wanted to put 
together," said Brown, who has crewed 
in two previous Cup challenges, as 
mainsheet trimmer on Australia Jin 1980 
and as a headsail trimmer aboard the 
victorious Australia II in 1983. While he 
has more recently concentrated on 18-
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footers, skippering Prudential to three 
successive Grand Prix circuit wins. 
Brown has plenty of experience in ocean 
racing, including sailing in the galeswept 
1979 Fastnet Race, the last time Aus­
tralia won the Admiral's Cup. 

Last year he had his first experience 
of sailing a Whitbread 60 when blind 
sailor Roger McKenzie brought him in 
as skipper of the chartered Tokio II, which 
competed as Volkswagen Sailability. "But 
because we had to sail within the Syd­
ney-Hobart race rules we couldn't use 
water ballast or the big masthead spin­
nakers. It was like being a bird without 
wings." 

Brown stressed the need to stimulate 
interest in the Whitbread 60 class in 
Australia. "We need clubs like the CY CA 
to promote the Division by having a 
special class for the W60s to race in the 
Sydney-Hobart as they did in this year's 
Fastnet Race," he said. 

"We are well down the track in the 
organisation needed for a Whitbread 
Race and America's Cup campaign and 
have a group of key people ready to go 
once we have the financial support 
signed up," Brown said. "We think we 
can give a fresh approach to both the 
Whitbread Race and the America's Cup . 

"The key is in a proper management 
structure and I believe we already have 
people of that calibre involved. The crew 
will happen, but the challenge won't 
without getting the management right 
from the start," added. 

"Our plan is to have a, two boat pro­
gram for the Whitbread Race, with the 

Above: Rob Brown in his better known role as the 
champion skipper of Prudential in the Grand Prix 
18-footer circuit 
Right: W60, Tokio, at full speed on The Solent in 
England (Pie: PPL) 

tial with his low-budget campaign until 
the big moneyed Blake and Bertrand 
campaigns eliminated him. 

Meanwhile Rob Brown is continuing 
his Grand Prix 18-footer sailing, launch­
ing a new Prudential built by Boatspeed 
at West Gosford, the builders of such 
famous ocean racers as Brindabella and 
Ninety Seven and, who knows, Austral­
ia's first W60. 

The Whitbread Race headquarters in 
Southampton has confirmed that Fre­
mantle will be one of the two Australian 
stopovers during the race . As yet, the 

"It is understood that the race 
organisers prefer Sydney 

because of the difficulties yachts 
could face getting through The 

Rip at Port Phillip Heads" 

second Australian stopover 
has not been decided. Both 
Melbourne and Sydney are 
being considered. 

It is understood that the 
race organisers prefer Syd­
ney because of the difficul­
ties yachts could face get­
ting through The Rip at Port 

design work and organisation flowing 
through to an America's Cup Chal­
lenge." 

Brown said Chris Dickson had been 
invited to become involved because of 
his previous experience in both Ameri­
ca's Cup and Whitbread Challenges. 
Dickson looked set to win the W60 divi­
sion of the last Whitbread Race until a 
broken mast off the coast of Brazil put 
paid to his chances. Then in the 1995 
America's Cup he showed great poten-
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Phillip Heads if they arrive at the wrong 
time for the tidal flow, and also the long 
haul up the bay to Melbourne. How­
ever, there appears to be some difficulty 
between Sydney authorities and the 
Whitbread management over the 
berthing and shore facilities needed. 

So far 30 entries from 13 countries 
have registered. Of these registrations, 
seven are from the UK, five from the 
USA, three each from Australia and 
France, two each fro.m Sweden and The 

Netherlands, and one each from Aus­
tria, Canada, Germany, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland and the Ukraine. 

Many famous names from Whit­
bread's past number among these syn­
dicates, including last year's W60 win­
ner, New Zealander Ross Field who 
sailed Yamaha to victory. 

As Rob Brown pointed out, the most 
immediate challenge for Australian 
yachting is to convince the governments 
of either Victoria or New South Wales of 
the value of hosting the stopover of such 
an international yachting event and the 
need for support in providing the best 
possible facilities. ~£ 



young cycA Sailors 
Excel at Home and 
Abroad 

t he value of the CYCA's Youth 
Sailing Academy in developing 
the sailing skills of our young 
members in both offshore and 

Olympic one-design sailing has been 
underlined by their recent performances 
in Australia and overseas. 

John Harris and Lee Knapton from 
our Youth Sailing Academy, sponsored 
by the Quiet Little Drink group, sailed 
to a creditable 20th place in the recent 
World championship for the Olympic 
470 dinghy class in Canada. They were 
one of only two Australian crews to 
qualify for the Gold fleet after finishing 
second in their qualifying pool and at 
one stage were holding 10th place over­
all in the finals. 

John and Lee have been sailing to­
gether in a 470 only since Easter this 
year and must rank as potential Olym­
pians. Incidentally, I understand that 
this is the first time a CYCA team has 
contested an Olympic dinghy class 
world championship, something that 
augers well for the future . 

Back home, a large number of the 
YSA students sailed in our recent Canon 
Sydney-Gold Coast Classic, which was 
another resounding success with 73 
yachts enjoying ideal sailing conditions 
for most of the race north. 

Among the YSA students who crewed 
on a number of different yachts was a 
group of nine who made up the major 
part of the crew aboardJohnNeedham's 
beautiful SO-footer, Sidewinder. John is 
one of several generous CYCA mem­
bers who are supporting the YSA by 
giving our students the opportunity to 
go ocean racing. They not only sailed 
well in the race to Southport but scored 
a hard-fought win in the PHS division 
of Southport's XXXX Winter Regatta. 

From the Commodore's Desk 

Critidsm of IMS Rule 
As expected, the IMS rule came in for its 
usual criticism from many of the com­
petitors in the Canon Gold Coast Clas­
sic. Whereas IMS is well accepted and 
very successful for short ocean races, 
there is no doubt that the rule is not 
ideal for long races where computer­
ised performance curve scoring is based 
on a course constructed from conditions 
experienced throughout the race. This 
is particularly so where yachts in the 
same division have vastly different boat 
speeds. 

There is nothing new about this criti­
cism. However, I am sure that many 
owners and builders are still undecided 
about IMS and this has no doubt led to 
the proliferation of one-design classes 
overseas. 

My comments are not intended to 
damage IMS which has been embraced, 
championed and nurtured by the CYCA 
since its inception. My intention is to 
stimulate more research and greater ef­
forts from the rules administrators to 
improve the long race scoring mecha­
nism. Happier owners and crews will 
result as we reach towards the ultimate 
quality goal of customer satisfaction. 

David Adams, guest speaker at the next CYCA Youth 
Sailing Academy Sportsman's Luncheon. 

New Sponsor for 
Sydney-Hoban 
As we go to press I am delighted to 
announce that we have just reached 
agreement with Telstra MobileNet to 
sponsor this year's 51st Sydney-Hobart. 

This is the first step towards what I 
hope will be a long-term partnership 
between our organisations and we are 
certainly very pleased to have a great 
Australian enterprise supporting our 
great race. 

David Adams Guest 
Speaker at CYCA 
David Adams, one of Australia's out­
standing ocean racing yachtsmen and 
the first Aussie winner of Class II in the 
gruelling BOC Challenge solo race 
around the world, will be guest speaker 
at a Sportsman's Luncheon at the Cruis­
ing Yacht Club of Australia on Friday, 
October 6. 

Organised by the CY CA' s You th Sail­
ing Academy, the luncheon will be a 
fund-raiser to send a YSA crew to New 
Zealand for the Diet Coke international 
youth match racing championship in 
Auckland. The Cup will be sailed in 
Elliott 5.9s and three Australian clubs 
have been invited to compete against 
crews from New Zealand, Great Britain, 
Japan and the United States. 

Since his fine performance with True 
Blue in the BOC Challenge, David has 
sailed aboard two more winners, Exile 
in the TransPac and Brindabella in the 
Canon Gold Coast Classic and Hamil­
ton Island Race Week. His name is being 
mentioned in a group planning a chal­
lenge for the next Whitbread Race . 

Bookings for what will certainly be 
an interesting and informative Sports­
man's Luncheon, as well as supporting 
the Youth Sailing Academy team for 
New Zealand, can be made at the CYCA 
on 02 363 9731. .,/j, 
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~elstra Mobile Net 

tospon 
Hoban 

The world's greatest annual 
long ocean race, the Cruising 

Yacht Club of Australia's 
Sydney-Hobart, has a dynamic 

new sponsor in Telstra 
MobileNet for this year's 51st 

bluewater classic. Peter 
Campbell reports. 

W
ith new IMS racers and maxi 
yachts joining the Australian 
ocean racing fleet, extensive 

national and international interest in 
the Southern Cross Cup international 
teams series, and the second running of 
the spectacular Canon Big Boat Chal­
lenge on Sydney Harbour, the stage is 
set for a month of exciting sailing out of 
Sydney in December. 

As always, the highlight will be the 
start of the 630 nautical mile Telstra 
MobileNet Sydney-Hobart Race on 
Boxing Day, December 26, when Syd­
ney-siders traditionally pack the head­
lands and spectator craft for what has 
become an icon of Australia's sum­
mer of sport . 

The CYCA received its first applica­
tions for entry in the 51st Sydney-Ho­
bart in mid-August and officials are pre­
dicting a fleet of between 130 and 150 
boats. While not comparable with the 
massive armada of 371 boats which set 
sail in last year's 50th Race, a fleet of this 
size will represent an increase of nearly 
50 per cent on the normal fleet over the 
past few years. 

The Club's optimistic outlook on 
numbers has been boosted by a marked 
increase in fleet sizes in other ocean 
races this year. It is apparent that many 
owners who refurbished their boats es-
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Mark rounding enmasse in the 50th Sydney-Hobart as 371 yachts sailed out of the Harbour (Pie: Jona Knight) 

pecially for the 50th Sydney-Hobart have 
caught the ocean racing bug once more. 

Telstra MobileNet' s partnership with 
the CYCA was announced by Commo­
dore David Fuller and Mr Ian Shiers, 
Managing Director, Telstra Mobile Com­
munication Services. Naming rights for 
the world famous ocean race became 
available when Kodak ended its spon­
sorship after four years because of inter­
national commitments to the Atlanta 
and Sydney Olympics. 

Mr Shiers said Telstra MobileNet, the 
only Australian-owned mobile phone 
carrier, was proud to sponsor a great 
Australian sporting event such as the 
Sydney-Hobart. 

"Our sponsorship demonstrates our 
commitment to supporting Australian 
sport, in particular this great race in 
which the hundreds who participate 
demonstrate great skills of seamanship, 

teamwork and the competitive spirit. 
"Perhaps more than any other na­

tional sporting event, this race captures 
the imagination of Australians due to its 
call on the endurance and courage of 
those who compete and for the great 
spectacle of the race among such a di­
verse fleet." 

Applications to enter the 1995 Telstra 
MobileNet Sydney-Hobart close with 
the CYCA on October 27, but there has 
been a quick response to some 1000 
preliminary notices of race sent to yacht 
owners in Australia and overseas in early 
August. First to apply were two Royal 
Australian Navy yachts, Lady Penrhyn 
of Nirimba and Charlotte of Cerberus. 

Heading the maxi yachts entering 
this year's race will be George Snow's 
Brindabella, which finished a mere seven 
minutes behind the maxi ketch Tasma­
nia in the 50th and so far this year has 



taken line honours in the Telstra Na­
tional Business Directory Sydney­
Mooloolaba Race, the Canon Sydney­
Gold Coast Classic, and the XXXX Ansett 
Hamilton Island Race Week. 

Tasmania, now in the USA, will not be 

international teams series to be sailed 
out of Sydney from December 16 
through to December20with the Telstra 
MobileNet Sydney-Hobart the final 
race. 

The changes include opening up the 
Southern Cross Cup 

similar number and Tasmania one or 
two Club teams in addition to their State 
teams. 

Making the Southern Cross series 
even more interesting is that each team 
of three yachts must comprise one of 
each of the following categories: 

"The changes to the Southern 
Cross Cup format for 1995, 
announced eartier this year by 
the cycA., have also created 
renewed interest in the seven­
race international teams series" 

competition to any 
Country, State or 
Club, a move that 
has already evoked 
positive interest 
among members of 
the Royal Ocean 
Racing Club in Eng­
land, as well as in 
Germany and New 

Race - lower limit 10.Sm; upper limit 
ILC70. Cruiser /Racer - lower limit 
10.Sm; upper limit ILC70. Vintage yacht 
(aged 10 years or over) with an upper 
limit of ILC70. 

For those yachts unable to compete 
in a team, there will be a division for 
individual yachts replacing the Asia 
Pacific Regatta this year. 

competing this year, but joining 
Brindabella, with an expected improve­
ment on her Australian debut at Hamil­
ton Island, will be the world largest 
maxi racing yacht, Matador 2, now 
owned by Sydney yachtsman Anton 
Starling and renamed Fudge. 

There are also unconfirmed reports 
that at least one prominent IMS maxi 
from America will be coming to Aus­
tralia while several Australian syndi­
cates are again looking at chartering 
overseas maxis. 

Among the new IMS racers in the 
Sydney-Hobart fleet will be Syd 
Fischer's yet-to-be-launched SO-footer, 
the latest Ragamuffin, Bob Steel's im­
ported Nelson/Marek 43, Quest, which 
won the IMS racing division at Hamil­
ton Island Race Week, and several newly 
launched Bashford/ Howison 4 ls 
(sisterships to last year's overall win­
ner, Raptor) . Among these are Australia 
Challenge 2000 which builder Ian 
Bashford skippered to victory in the 
IMS cruiser/ racer division at Race Week, 
and Lou Abraham's Sea view Challenge 
Again, which finished third overall. 

The Bashford/Howison 41s are Iain 
Murray designs, but another one-off 
Murray 41-footer, the Victorian-built 
Terra Firma, has sailed impressively in 
the Ocean Racing Club of Victoria's 
Winter Series on Port Phillip. Early Vic­
torian applications to enter the Hobart 
Race include another top performer, the 
Jutson 40, Liberator, along with Fly by 
Night and Sweet Caroline. 

The changes to the Southern Cross 
Cup format for 1995, announced earlier 
this year by the CYCA, have also cre­
ated renewed interest in the seven-race 

Zealand . In Aus-
tralia, there will be a National team and 
teams representing most States, plus in­
dividual Club teams. NSW could see as 
many as four Club teams, Victoria a 

The Australian and New South Wales 
teams for the Southern Cross Cup will 
be chosen from results in Middle Har­
bour Yacht Club's Bruce and Walsh 
Regatta, a four-race series offshore on 
December 2 and 3. ~i 

The New Sponsor - _ 
Telstra MobileNet elSfra MobileNet 
Telstra MobileNet, the sponsor of the 51 st Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race, is Australia's 
own cellular mobile phone company. 
• Telstra MobileNet has two world class cellular mobile phone networks - its 
analogue network, launched in 1987 and the Telstra MobileNet Digital network, 
launched in April, 1993. 

• The Telstra analogue network is the country's and one of the world's largest 
cel lular mobile phone networks, reaching more than 87 per cent of the Australian 
population. 

• The Telstra MobileNet Digital cellular network is the country's largest, reaching 83 
per cent of Australians, more than either of its competitors. 

• Telstra MobileNet in July connected its 100,000 digital customer, the first 
Australian carrier to announce this milestone. A few weeks later, it announced a 
second milestone, the connection of the two-millionth customer to its analogue 
mobile phone network. 

• The Telstra analogue network has the second highest number of subscribers on 
a single network, after Italy's Telecom Italia. 

• Australia has the world's highest penetration rate of mobile phone usage (mobile 
phones per head of population) after Scandinavia. Australia has recently overtaken 
major countries such as the USA, and has significantly higher mobile usage than 
Canada, the UK and Japan. 

• More women are buying mobile phones. In the first three months of 1995, women 
accounted for 30 per cent of mobile phone purchases. 

• Telstra MobileNet offers a text-based Short Messaging Service, called MobileNet 
Memo, for digital customers. Telstra's Digital customers can also use MessageBank, 
a voice message notification facility. 

• Telstra MobileNet offers an International Roaming service for digital customers in 
150 cities in 27 countries worldwide. 

• Telstra MobileNet has launched Australia's first Fax and Data service for digital 
cellular which allows customers to both send and receive faxes, data and e-mail. 

•Telstra MobileNet customers are backed by the Australian mobile phone industry's 
largest customer service organisation. 
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canon Big Boat 
Challenge on 
Sydney 
Harbour 

C
anonAustraliawillagainspon­
sor the Canon Big Boat Chal­
lenge on Sydney Harbour as a 
spectacular lead-in to the Tel­

stra MobileNet 51st Sydney-Hobart 
Race. 

The Big Boat Challenge will be sailed 
on Tuesday, December 21 over a course 
similar to last year's race, with the fleet 
twice rounding Fort Denison (Pinchgut) 
before they head down Harbour, with 
the finish off the Sydney Opera House. 

The CYCA expects a strong fleet, 
headed by maxi yachts Brindabella, Fudge 
(Matador 2), Amazon, Innkeeper Petaluma 
Wines and Condor of Currabubula. 

CYCA cancels Race to 
French New ca1ec1onia 
With public outrage mounting at 
France's decision to resume nuclear test­
ing in the Pacific, the Cruising Yacht 
Club of Australia announced in early 
August that it felt compelled to cancel 
the 1995 Australia-New Caledonia race. 
With fleets racing from Sydney and Bris­
bane, the race to Noumea was due to 
start on September 18 and 19, about the 
same time as the nuclear testing at 
Mururoa Atoll. 

Announcing the decision, Commo­
dore David Fuller said: "The Board of 
the CYCA, in an unanimous decision, 
has responded to the Australian pub­
lic's outrage at the resumption of these 
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tests. We believe it would have been 
improper for Australian yachts to 
compete in a race to a French terri­
tory, although we know that many 
residents of New Caledonia are also 
strongly opposed to the nuclear test­
ing ." 

Commodore Fuller said that be­
tween 25 and 30 yachts from New 
South Wales; Victoria and Queens­
land had been expected to compete in 
the biennial race across the South­
West Pacific to Noumea -1064 nauti­
cal miles from Sydney and 823 nm 
from Brisbane. 

The first race to Noumea was con­
ducted bytheCYCAin 1953 as part of 
the celebration of 100 years of the 
French administration in New Cal­
edonia, with further races in 1957, 
1966 and 1974 with the event becom­
ing a regular biennial fixture on the 
CYCA calendar from 1977, attracting 
as many as 59 starters. However, the 
1985 race was also cancelled - be­
cause of political unrest in New Cal­
edonia. 

Sou'westers provided some spectacular knockdowns for 
smaller yachts in the CYCA's Digital Winter Series on 
Sydney Harbour (Pie: Ace Marine Photgraphy) 

Middle Harbour Goes 
Biathlon for 3 Pons 
While yachties should be able to swim, 
they are not necessarily great competi­
tive runners, although Ian Johnson did 
run up Mount Wellington to ensure a 
win in the inaugural Tasmanian Three 
Peaks. 

Which is why most yachts planning 
to enter Middle Harbour Yacht Club's 
annual 3 Ports Race on Saturday, Octo­
ber 14, are looking for some good ath­
letes to join their crews. 

Leg 1 will be 1.5km swim, leg 2 a 12km 
run, leg 3 a 10nm sailing leg, leg 4 an­
other 1.5km swim, leg 5 a second 10km 
run and leg 6 a final 10nm sailing leg. 

Each yacht will carry a team of two 
athletes who must join the yacht's crew 
for the two sailing legs. The athletes 
may elect to participate in either the 
swimming legs, the running legs, or 
both. Team scoring combines the lowest 
elapsed times produced in the run / 
swim legs with the lowest corrected sail-

Middle Harbour 
last year changed the 
format of the 3 Ports 
from a two-day coastal 
sailing and running 
event to a one-day 
biathlon, comprising 
swimming, running 
and sailing within the 

6'11lis year, the Australian team 
will have the added incentive to 

do well, as the nuclear testing 
debate rages between many 

of the countries expected 
to compete," 

confines of the Har-
bour. It proved an outstanding success 
and the Club is repeating the same for­
mat this year. 

This year's 3 Ports on October 14 will 
comprise seven legs, according to the 
notice of race, and including the cham­
pagne brunch as part of the stamina test. 

ing times. The team with the lowest 
aggregate times will be the winner. 

To assist yacht owners find athletes 
for their teams, MHYC is promoting the 
event among athletic clubs and compil­
ing a register of interested biathlon com­
petitors. 



FROM THE PEOPLE 
WHO KNOW 



stage the eighth World 
championship of match 
race sailing in Auckland 
from November 13-19. 

Original plans were to 
hold the World champi­
onship in Sydney, but it 
has been passed on to 
Auckland which is riding 
the crest of a huge yacht­
ing wave following the 
Kiwis victory in the Ameri­
ca's Cup . 

final was a boat-for-boat battle all the 
way, with Gilmour finishing just cen­
timetres ahead to win the Cup for the 
second year running. Third place went 
to Bertrand Pace (Fra), four th to Magnus 
Holmberg (Swe). 

Australian Sails In 
Block Island Victory 
Australian sailors and sails made a ma­
jor contribution to the success of the 
new Farr ILC 40 Esmeralda, owned by 
Japanese yachtsman Makato Uematsu 
at America's famous Block Island Week. 
The new boat not only won its class but 
was overall winner in the IMS fleet. 

The Cockle Bay Marina was the centre for the yachting display at the 
Sydney Boat Show. Catalina Yachts got a top award (Pie: Peter Campbell) 

The top 10 yachtsmen 
in the Omega Grand Prix 
rankings will be invited to 
compete in the World 
championship to be staged 
by the Royal New Zealand 
Yacht Squadron. New Zea­
land's Russell Coutts, who 
helmed Black Magic to vic­
tory at San Diego, is cur­
rently ranked number one 
in the world. He won two 

Joining a predominantly Japanese 
crew were Sydney yachtsmen Bob Fraser 
(mainsail trim), Brad Stephens (headsail 
trim) from Fraser Sails and Carl Craford 
from Harken. Esmeralda was steered by 
Japanese helmsman Yutaka Takagi with 
Maka to Namba of Nippon Challenge fame 
joining Carl on navigation and tactics. 

Block Island Week has been held bi­
annually since 1965 and always attracts 
the cream of East Coast yachts to this 
picturesque small island some 12 miles 
off the Rhode Island coast. This year 
some 2000 sailors hit Block Island. 

Another Jeanneau 
Joins cycA 
Sunsail Charters and the Cruising Yacht 
Club of Australia have a second Sunsail 
Jeanneau Sunfast 36 available for char­
ter on Sydney Harbour, named after 
another famous Sydney-Hobart winner, 
Spirit of Freya. 

Based at the CYCA marina in Syd­
ney's Rushcutters Bay, the new fleet of 
Sunfast 36s are available for charter from 
the CYCA. 

The Jeanneau Sunfast belongs to the 
new generation of high performance 
cruiser/ racers designed by Phillipe 
Briand and Daniel Andrieu . They are 
built in Australia. Stable and easy to 
handle, the stylish sloop is well ap­
pointed below deck, comfortably accom­
modating six with three large cabins, a 
fully equipped galley and head with 
toilet and shower. 

Sunsail's Sunfast 36s are available 
for charter, either bareboat or skippered, 
for racing charter, corporate events or 
team match racing. 

Further information: Sunsail, phone: 
9979 7177. 

New Zealand To Stage 
1995 World Match Race 
New Zealand yachting has scored an­
other success by winning the right to 
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consecutive world cham­
pionships in 1992 and 1993. 

Close behind are past world champi­
ons Peter Gilmour and Rod Davis from 
Australia, and Bertrand Pace of 
France. 

Peter Gilmour Wins 
SWedish Match Cup 
In a repeat performance of the 1994 
Swedish Match Cup, Australian Peter 
Gilmour beat American Ed Baird in the 
final of the 1995 Swedish Match Cup 
sailed at Marstrand, and came away US 
$35,000 richer. 

Baird had won the Baltic Match Race 
the previous week 

Fraser Sails built the complete ward­
robe of sails for Esmeralda, including a 
breakthrough concept eliminating sewn 
seams in the works sails . These sails, 
using commercially produced scrim fab­
rics of Kevlar 49 and FraserSails "Plus" 
panel technology proved lighter, more 
stable and faster than the best that the 
US lofts could offer. 

In fact, Esmeralda's speed difference 
was so significant that she actually beat 

but Gilmour was in 
devastating form 
throughout the 
Swedishseries, win­
ning the final in 
three matches be­
fore a packed crowd 
of spectators afloat 
and ashore. 

''Block Island Week has been held 
bi-annually since 1965 and always 

attracts the cream of East Coast 
yachts to this picturesque small 

island some 12 miles off the Rhode 

Baird won the 
start of the first 

Island coast. This year some 2000 
sailors hit Block Island" 

match but at the first weather mark the 
Australian was half a boat length ahead. 
The lead changed until the final lee­
ward mark when Gilmour rounded just 
ahead to sweep to victory. 

Gilmour led all the way in the second 
match to win by six boat lengths but the 

the ILC 46 winner, Titan, on elapsed 
time in three out four races. 

In final results Esmeralda took IMS 
overall and Class 2 honours from Jazz 
Sensation, a new Nelson Marek 40 and 
Sheerness, a Taylor 4 1. Esmeralda had 
two firsts, a fourth and a fifth in class. In 



IMS Class 1 the winner was Titan, a 
Nelson Marek ILC46, with second go­
ing to Infinity, a Nelson Marek 49, third 
to Idler, a Nelson Marek 45. 

Record-holder Merlin 
Wins Transpac Again 
In the 1977 Transpac, a new division 
was created for a popular new type of 
downwind racer, the ultralight displace­
ment boats, or ULBDs as they became 
known. That same year, American yacht 
designer and builder Bill Lee created 
and entered a 64-foot ULBDs called Mer­
lin and Mother Nature created the most 
favourable winds in years for the race 
from California to Honolulu in Ha­
waii. 

Those winds became the ingredients 
for Merlin's elapsed time record that has 
yet to be eclipsed - 8 days 11 hours 1 
minute 45 seconds for the 2200 nautical 
mile race. 

This year, 18 years later, Merlin -sport­
ing an extra five feet on her transom -
has once again taken a first place in 
Transpac, although not for the fastest 
elapsed time. Under charter to Cana­
dian Dan Sinclair, Merlin became the 
Division 1 and overall corrected time 
winner ofTranspac '95, holding her time 
against a fleet of much more modern 
ocean racers. Among them were several 
of Australian interest. 

Division 2A went to Mirage, a Santa 
Cruz 70, while Division 2B was won by 
the Australian-built and l,argely Aus­
tralian-crewed Reichel/Pugh 66, Exile, 
owned and skippered by expatriate 
Aussie Warwick Miller. The green­
hulled sloop made her debut in the Big 
Boat Challenge on Sydney Harbour last 
December and followed this with a fine 
third on line and third in IMS Division A 
of the 50th Sydney-Hobart 

Sailing master for the Transpac was 
Michael Coxon with BOC race Class II 
winner David Adams as one of the watch 
captains. Coxon's North Sails loft in Syd­
ney created special spinnakers and other 
downwind sails for Exile's Transpac bid 
complementing the existing sail inven­
tory which contains a number of the 
revolutionary North 3DLone-piece com­
puter generated sails. 

Exile was built in Sydney by John 
McConaghy who also had two other 
boats in the Transpac - Morning Glory, a 
Reichel / Pugh 50 w hich finished second 

The first of the Grand Mistral maxi yachts has been launched in France and sailed across the Atlantic as part of 
the promotion for the Grand Mistral World Yacht Rae 1996-7 which includes the 1996 Sydney to Hobart Race as a 
leg of the circumnavigation race 

in Division 3 to the Davidson 50, Jumpin ' 
Jack Flash, and the Reichel/Pugh 70, 
Windquest, the first of the monohull " 
invited guests" to complete the course. 

Another yacht well known to Aus­
tralians, "DJ" Johnson's Lidgard 60, Fi­

nal Approach, sailed in the TransPac to 
complete a three-year circumnavigation 
of the world, making her final approach 
into her home port, Oahu's Aia Wai 
Boat Harbour. 

Pon Lincoln's 46th 
Race From Adelaide 
Port Lincoln Yacht Club have their p tan­
ning well advanced for the 46th annual 
ocean race from Adelaide to Port Lin­
coln and the 21st Lincoln Week Regatta, 
with promotion seeking interstate entries. 

Starting from Adelaide's Outer Har­
bour on Friday, February 9. 1996, the 
Fosters-sponsored race takes the fleet 
westward across the Gulf of 
St Vincent, through the Inves-

waterline length, cruising equipment, 
crew numbers - as well as taking ac­
count of the level of luxury equipment 
these vessels may carry. 

The 21st Lincoln Week Regatta will 
start on Monday, February 12 with an 
Olympic course race, followed by a day 
race on the Tuesday. After a lay day on 
the Wednesday there will be two races 
on the Thursday- a windward / leeward 
in the morning and an IYRU Square 
course in the afternoon. 

While the racing hot shots will enjoy 
a competitive five race series, the cruis­
ing boats will have just one race, on the 
Tuesday when both the racing and cruis­
ing fleets finish in Spalding Cove for a 
beach barbeque. 

More information: Lincoln Week 
chairman Bruce Marriot on (086) 830801 
or Lincoln Week secretary Phil Turner 
on 018 837608. ,Ji 

tigator Strait and then across Course for the 46th Adelaide to Port Lincoln Race to be held in Feb '96 
Spencer Gulf to Port Lincoln. 

There will be a new format 
for the 1996 event. Racing 
boats will start as usual at 3pm 
on the Friday, with divisions 
for IMS, Arbitrary handicap 
and JOG rated boats, along 
with the teams event. Cruis­
ing boats will start earlier at 
10am and will compete in a 
"fun" race with a cruising ori­
entated handicap based on 
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Brin 

th 

a s George Snow berthed 
Brindabella at Southport Yacht 
Club's floating marina at the 

end of the Canon Sydney-Gold Coast 
Classic he was wearing a winner's grin. 
The Jutson 75 had powered through to 
the lead over the final 80 nautical miles 
and sailed away to a magnificent line 
honours victory in the 386nm race to 
Queensland, giving him personally a 
line honours victory in almost every 
major ocean race sailed off the Austral­
ian East C.oast, plus a few overseas vic­
tories. 

But his eyes turned south .... " now it's 
for the big one - the Sydney-Hobart line 
honours in December," he told OFF­
SHORE. For while Snow took line hon­
ours in the 1991 Sydney-Hobart with his 
first Brindabella, victory has twice eluded 
him with the new maxi- a retirement in 
the galeswept 1993 race and a loss to the 
maxi ketch Tasmania by a mere seven 
minutes in the Kodak Gold 50th Syd­
ney-Hobart. 

A day later, Snow had an even bigger 
smile when the Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia confirmed the Australian-de­
signed, built and equipped 75-footer as 
the winner from a state-of-the-art fleet 
in IMS Division A of the Canon Classic. 

Corrected time results gave first place 
to Brindabella by a massive margin of 
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Top: Canon Maris, skippered by Ian Keirnan, on her way to victory in the Canon Sydney-Hobart Gold Coast 
Classic. Above: Heaven Can Wait (Warren Johns) and Team Fujitsu (Nigel Holman) head for the Tasman Sea. 

(Pie: Peter Campbell) 

four hours from the 36-footer, 2KY Rac­
ing Radio, skippered by Bob Mulkearns. 
Both yachts were designed by Sydney­
based naval architect Scott Jutson, 
Brindabella being a Jutson 75 and 2KY 
Racing Radio an NSX-36 production 
yacht. 

Third on corrected time was Robin 
Crawford's Farr 40, Assassin, the first 
purpose-built IMS racer to be raced in 
Australia and still a formidable force in 
ocean racing. While Brindabella won by 
nearly four hours on corrected time just 
over an hour separated the next five 
boats - 2KY Racing Radio, Assassin, AMP 
Wild Oats, Atara and the Tasmanian 
sloop, Hartz Mineral Water. 
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This was Brindabella's third major 
line/IMS handicap double since being 
launched in 1993, the others being in the 
1993 Gosford-Lord Howe Island and 
1994 Sydney-Mooloolaba races, in which 
she also broke the 17-year-old race 
record. She is also only the second yacht 
to take out the line honours and the 
major I OR/IMS handicap double in the 
Gold Coast Classic- the IOR maxi Apollo 
winning the double in the inaugural 
race in 1986. 

Added to these Australian successes 
has been Brindabella 's line honours domi­
nance of the Kenwood Cup in Hawaii 
last year and now her brilliance at the 
1995 XXXX Ansett Hamilton Island Race 

Week which followed the 
Gold Coast Classic. 

Victory did not come eas­
ily in the Canon Classic, with 
the fresh sou'westers of the 
first day and night favouring 
the downwind PHS flyers 
with their huge non-rated 
spinnakers. 

"It took a long time to 
catch Future Shock, with her 
big asymmetric spinnaker 
she was very fast off the 
wind," Snow said . "But as so 
on as the breeze swung to the 
nor'west and on the nose, we 
sailed right through her 
south of Yamba. 

"We made up three miles 
in an hour when the wind 
changed direction and dur­

ing the (Sunday) night opened up a lead 
of 15 miles," Snow added, with 
Brindabella beating Future Shock home 
by more than three hours. 

From a surfing start on Sydney Har­
bour before a 25 knot sou'wester, PL 
Lease Future Shock swept away to a com­
manding lead that she did not surren­
der for the next 300nm, holding the lead 
even when the wind eased away on the 
Sunday. The New Zealand designed and 
built Elliott 55 is now owned by Mel­
bourne yachtsman Peter Hansen who 
sailed her in the 1993 Brisbane-Osaka 
race, finishing second. 

Sailing with him were the designer, 
Greg Elliott, and hard-driving Mel­
bourne sailor Grant Wharington, as sail­
ing master. It was Wharington, sailing 
his own boat, Wild Thing, who beat 
Hansen in the Brisbane-Osaka race, also 
winning the short-handed Melbourne­
Osaka race last year. 

While Brindabella' s elapsed time of 44 
hours 32 minutes 01 seconds was about 
five and a half hours outside the race 
record of 38 hours 57 minutes set by 
Hammer of Queensland in a gale in 1988, 
it was still the second fastest time for the 
386 nm race since it was introduced in 
1986 with the opening of the Gold Coast 
Seaway. 

Third to finish was three-times past 
line honours winner, Amazon, with Pe­
ter Walker returning to ocean racing 
after the dismasting in the 1994 Gold 
Coast race. Sporting a new carbon fibre 
mast (ex America's Cup challenger, 
Spirit) Amazon and her crew looked short 



of training time and after a brief burst 
she never looked a threat, She finished 
more than two hours astern of Future 
Shock, followed by Innkeeper Petaluma 
Wines (Andrew Short). 

This year's 10th race, the second spon­
sored by Canon, reflected the revived 
interest in ocean racing that was stimu­
lated by the 50th Sydney-Hobart. The 
fleet of 73 yachts from all eastern states 
was the largest in four years, with all but 
three boats finishing. 

The start, in a fresh to strong sou'west­
er provided the fleet with a rollicking 
square spinnaker run to the Heads, with 
the fleet continuing to reach and run 
p.orth throughout the night. By next 
morning the odds were looking good 
for a race record, but the breeze died 
away throughout Sunday. 

PL Lease Future Shock and Brindabella 
were able to maintain reasonable 
boatspeed throughout the day before 
picking up the fresher nor'westerly air­
streamsouth ofYamba. As George Snow 
said, that gave Brindabella the break she 
needed and she crossed the line off 
Southport's Main Beach shortly after 
9am on the Monday with CYCA Com-
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Sign on the bow of 56-year-old sloop Southerly before Don Mickleborough and his equally veteran crew set sail in 
the Canon Sydney-Gold Coast Classic (Pie: Peter Campbell} 

modore David Fuller firing the finish 
gun. 

ter Walker) . 
In contrast to these state-of-the-art 

speedsters. PHS Division B produced a 
victory for Sailaway, a 14m sloop de­
signed by Joe Adams and built by 
RP A YC member Robert Byrne from steel 
15 years ago as a family cruising boat. 
She has sailed in every Gold Coast Clas-

Future Shock missed out on line hon­
ours, but Hansen collected first place 
trophy in PHS Division A, winning on 
handicap from rival downwind flyers 
from the CYCA, Innkeeper Petaluma 
Wines (Andrew Short) and Amazon (Pe-
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Antifouling 
Resamax style - easy 

application long lasting 
protection. 

Here is a copper based antifouling that 
doesn't leave underwater nasties any 
chance to get a hold, and yet, Resamax 
Traditional Antifouling is so simple to 
apply, with roller, brush or airless spray. 

Easy work 
In line with Resamax's aim to provide 
quality products that are easy to use, 
our antifouling flows more easily than 
most brands and goes on with little 
effort, yet adheres willingly without 
dripping or splattering off the roller. 

Long term protection 
Resamax Traditional Antifouling is a 
high strength (985g of copper per litre) 
product with a unique leaching mecha­
nism and a proven fouling inhibitor. 
Due to its excellent anti~ouling results 
and ease of application it has become 
the preferred antifouling product for a 
growing number of slipways and boat 
owners in Australia. 
Available in red, blue and black. 

Call us for a FREE chart 
For a FREE Antifouling Changeover 

Chart, brochures and information on 
your nearest stockist, please phone 
or fax Mario Manno at 

Resamax (Australia) Pty Ltd 
I 0A Wilmette Place, Mona Vale NSW 

Telephone (02) 9997 4066 
Facsimile (02) 9997 4511 
Mobile 0 18 023 088 

RESAMAX 
Quality products and 
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sic with Bryne again getting to­
gether some old sailing mates for a 
rather sedate cruising race north. 

Sailaway won PHS Division B 
from another Gold Coast regular, 
James Lawler's Charisma from the 
Sydney Amateur Sailing Club, third 
going to the little sloop Classic Blue, 
owned by Chris Oh and Trish 
Osborne, also from the Amateurs. 

Two of the most creditable ef­
for ts in the race came from David 
Pescud and his crew of sailors with 
physical disabilities aboard Aspect 
Computing and the, crew of young­
sters from the CYCA Youth Sailing 
Academy aboard John Needham's 
beautiful blue-hulled SO-footer, 
Sidewinder. 

The sailors with disabilities used 
this race a year ago to make their 
presence felt on the ocean racing 
scene and in the past year have 
successfully competed at Hamil­
ton Island Race Week, the Gosford­
Lord Howe Island race and the 50th 
Sydney-Hobart. Aspect Computing 
placed ninth in PHS Division A. 

Sidewinder, designed by Ed 
Dubois as an IOR racer, was built 

Victorian flyer PL Lease Future Shock (Peter Hansen) set the 
pace as she surled north in the Canon Sydney-Gold Coast 
Classic. The Elliott 55 held the lead until Yamba when 
overtaken by the maxi Brindabella (Pie: Ian Mainsbridge) 

in New Zealand from timber obtained 
from a single kauri tree and raced in 
New Zealand and Hong Kong before 
being bought recently by Needham, a 
CYCA member. He made the yacht avail­
able to the Youth Sailing Academy for 
the Canon Sydney-Gold Coast race and 
the following Southport Yacht Club 
XXXX Regatta, and apart from himself 
and academy coach Dayne Sharpe the 

crew were all youngsters from the Acad­
emy. 

Sidewinder was 20th yacht to finish 
the race, placing 13th on corrected time 
in PHS Division A with the crew of 
youngsters aged between 13 and 21, 
showing their potential as ocean racing 
sailors. In fact, in the following XXXX 
Regatta, they came out winners in the 
PHS division. 

Clean Up at Southpon 
for Ian Kieman 
Ian Kiernan, founder of Clean Up Aus­
tralia and former Australian of the Year, 
made a clean up in the Canon Sydney­
Gold Coast Classic. Skippering his clas­
sic timber yawl, Canon Maris, he won on 
corrected time the IMS Division C from 
a fleet that included several other 
"golden oldies" of ocean racing. 

Maris, built 37 years ago, also won 
the special Vintage Yacht Trophy pre­
sented by race sponsors, Canon Aus­
tralia, who have also sponsored Kiernan 
in his restoration of the old yacht. 

Canon Maris is a Tasman Seabird 

yawl, designed by the late Alan Payne, 
the creator of the famous America's Cup 
challengers Gretel and Gretel II. 

Kiernan, whose ocean racing has in­
cluded contesting the BOC Challenge 
solo race around the world, brought 
Maris back to ocean racing standards 
specifically to contest last year's 50th 
Sydney-Hobart. Maris finished second, 
beaten by less than seven minutes by 
the 56-year-old Charlie Peel-designed 
Southerly, skippered by 70-year-old Don 
Mickleborough, in the 30-Year Veteran 
Division of the 50th Hobart but reversed 



the positions with a fine w in in this race. 
Third place went to another Huon pine-hulled oldtimer, 

the Jock Muir designed and built Lahara, skippered by Phil 
Ashe, which also was restored for the 50th Sydney-Hobart. 

"It's great to see these old yachts able to race competitively 
again under the International Measurement System, not only 
racing against each other but also beating some of the much 
more modern fibreglass boats in our division," Kiernan said 
after his win. 

Although Canon Maris and Southerly sailed close together 
for most of the race up the NSW North Coast, in the end Canon 
Maris pulled away to finish more than three hours ahead, 
extending that margin to more than five hours on corrected 
time. 

The Middle Harbour Yacht Club boat Kings Cross-Sydney, 
skippered by Ray Stone, continued her remarkable ocean 
racing success by winning IMS Division B, beating Canon 
Copiers (Brian Ellis) from Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club by a 
mere 40 minutes on corrected time, third going to the newly­
launched IMA/Masrm 950, Image, designed by Iain Murray 
and skippered by Russell Murphy, also from RPA YC. 

Canon Copiers, a Farr 40 which previously raced as Witch­
craft II, has sailed in every Sydney-Gold Coast race over the 
past decade, notching up a remarkable two wins, three sec­
onds and three thirds. Owned by RP A YC Rear Commodore 
Bruce Staples she was skippered by longtime navigator Brian 
Ellis but Staples jumped aboard at the last minute when one 
of the original crew could not make it. 

While Kings Cross-Sydney, a Davidson 36 optimised by 
Scott Jutson, won by a 40 minutes with two hours between 
Canon Copiers and Image, only an hour separated the next eight 
yachts on corrected time - Nynja-Go, Illusion, Never a Dull 
Moment, Elusive, Too Im petuous, Spirit of Rani (chartered 
by an Army crew), Wet 'n Infamous fro m Melbou rne and 
Pilgrim . ~i 

CANON SYDNEY-GOLD COAST 
CLASSIC - HONOUR ROLL 

Line Honours: Brindabella , Jutson 75 (George Snow, CYCA) 
elapsed time 44 hours 32 minutes 01 seconds. 
IMS Div A: 1: Brindabella , Jutson 75 (George Snow, CYCA) 
corrected time 44.31 .01 , 2: 2KY Racing Radio, Jutson NSX-36 
(Rob Mulkearns, MHYC) 48.23.58, 3: Assassin, Farr 40 IMS 
(Robin Crawford, MHYC) 49.21 .33. 
IMS Div B: 1: Kings Cross-Sydney, Davidson 36 (Ray Stone, 
MHYC) 61 .25.58. 2: Canon Copiers, Farr 40 (Brian Ellis, RPAYC) 
62.06.07. 3: Image, IMA/Masrm 950 (Russell Murphy, RPAYC) 
64.07.25. 
IMS Div C: 1: Canon Maris, Payne Tasman Seabird (Ian Kiernan, 
CYCA) 66.51 .58. 2: Southerly, Peel 36 (Don Mickleborough, 
CYCA) 72.17 .12. 3: Lahara , Muir 33 (Phillip Ashe, CYCA) 7 4.12.41 . 
PHS Div A: : 1: PL Lease Future Shock, Elliott 55 (Peter Hansen, 
Sandringham YC, Vic) 64.35.55. 2: Innkeeper Petaluma Wines, 
Steinmann 62 (Andrew Short, CYCA) 69.34.22. 3: Amazon, 
Steinmann 69 (Peter Walker, CYCA) 71 /30.21 . 
PHS Div B: 1: Sailaway, Adams 14 (Robert Byrne, RPAYC) 
68.05.33. 2: Charisma, Cavalier 43 (James Lawler, SASC) 
69.14.05. 3: Classic Blue, Nelson 32 (Chris Oh/Trish Osborne, 

SASC) 70.34/10. 

The winners choice of 
anti/ ouling in the 1994 

Sydney to Hobarl. 
1st: Tasmania-Ve Offshore Extra, 

2nd: Brindabella-VC Offshore Extra, 

3rd: Exile-Ve Offshore Extra. 

PROVEN MARINE PRODUCTS 
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lctO 
atAd iral's 
CUp 

The 1995 Champagne Mumm 
Admiral's Cup was an historic 
series, as John Roberson writes: 
• The first sailed under I.M.S. 
• The Italians won for the first time. 
• England, the host nation and 
the country that has won the 
cup most frequently, finished last 

for the first time. 

t he Italian victory was well de­
served, but came as something 
of a surprise, pre-series specula­
tion centring ar01,md the German 

and American efforts, and to a large 
extent tending to forget the Italians, 
despite the fact they have put in some 
strong performances in recent years. The 
Germans almost certainly had the hard­
est fought trials in all three classes, and 
so were expected to be fully "race hard­
ened". American domination of the 
offshore scene since the introduction of 
the I.M.S. to grand prix events, reflects 
their unrestrained enthusiasm for the 
new formula, with success in both the 
Kenwood Cup and Commodore's Cup 
during the past twelve months. 

It was this unprecedented track 
record , plus the big name line up on 
their three boats that gave them the 
edge as pre-race favourites over the 
Germans. 

While the Italians had neither Ger­
many's large selection of purpose built 
boats to choose from, nor the Ameri-
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Brava QB, the Italian ILC 40, whose crew included Paul Cayard as tactician, and Kiwi Warwick Fleury on mainsheet. 

can's record of successes, a glance 
through the list of people involved in 
their team from owners via skippers to 
coach and weatherman would have in­
dicated them as serious as the challeng­
ers they turned out to be. Like so many 
successful campaigns in sailing, theirs 
was relatively low key, arriving in 
Cowes without fanfare, simply focussed 
on doing their job while the punters 
were distracted by the hype surround­
ing the two main protagonists. 

Making up the rest of the eight nation 
line up were Hong Kong, Scandinavia, 
Ireland, and South Africa who were re-

turning to the event for the first time 
since 1975. Notable by their absence 
were Australia - this was the first time 
since 1963 that we have not sent a team, 
France - who have previously sailed in 
every series except the inaugural one in 
1957, and the Netherlands who have 
only missed two previous Admiral's 
Cup in '57 and '91. 

As usual, and as it should be in an 
event that calls itself the "world cham­
pionship of offshore racing", the result 
hung on the Fastnet race. With just this 
605 mile blue water classic to go, the 
Americans held a 25.5 point lead over 



the Italians. 
In a series that was plagued by light 

winds, the Fastnetwas no different from 
the other eight races, except that it was 
a lot longer, and the "tide gates" around 
the various headlands on the south coast 
ofEngland were critical. The race proved 
to be one of the slowest for many years, 
with the Mumm 36s only just finishing 
in time for the prize giving ceremony. 

For nearly five days team supporters 
in Plymouth kept track of the agonis­
ingly slow battle in the English Channel 
and Western Approaches. The 
Scandinavians looked strong during the 
first24hours, though however well they 
finished they were unlikely to lift the 
Cup, while Italy looked to have taken 
the series points lead after the first night 
at sea. 

Then the Americans regained their 
points advantage in the series as the 
fleet started their second day of the crawl 

Left: Concentration 
on board the Italian 
big boat, 
Capricomo. 

Below: Mumm A Mia 
leads a bunch of 
Mumm 36s on a 
typical grey Solen! 
day. 

it was only a matter of time before they 
picked up the "big one". 

The Italian team was made up of 
Capricorno in the big boat slot, a Farr 47 
chartered from her owners, Concordia 
Custom Yachts, by one of the mainstays 
of Italy's recent CMAC efforts Rinaldo 
de! Bono. Another well known Italian 
owner, Landolfi Pasquale, filled the ILC 
40 berth with his eighth boat to be called 
Brava QB, and another from the Farr 
design team. The Mumm 36 in the team, 
Mumm A Mia, was owned by newcomer 
to the Admiral's Cup scene Paolo Gaia, 
but he had shown his ability to hold a 
strong crew together with some good 
performances on the European circuit 
in the months before this event. 

The team was stacked with well 
known names, both Italian and other 
nationalities. Steering Capricorno was 
Flavia Favini, while American/New 
Zealander Rod Davis was calling the 
tactics, and England's Derek Clark navi­
gated. Brava QB had Francesco De 
Angelis on the helm and Paul Cayard as 
tactician, pl us Kiwi Warwick Fleury and 
Steve Erikson of the U.S.A. trimming. 
The Mumm A Mia crew was under the 
guidance of England's Eddie Warden 
Owen as tactician, while Tommaso 
Chieffi steered, with other "names" in 
the crew including England's Lou 
Varney and Vincent Geake, plus Kevin 
Shoebridge of New Zealand. 

Also great value to the team were the 
services of Australian weather expert 

down the Channel, while the South Af- Roger "Clouds" Badham. While neither 
rican team took over the race lead. And Australia nor New Zealand had teams 
so the see-saw battle continued all the 
way to the Fastnet Rock and back to 
Plymouth, with American fortunes 
mostly hingeing on the uncharacteristi­
cally poor performance of their big boat 

in Cowes, both countries were well rep­
resented amongst the eight countries 
that did contest the regatta. The biggest 
concentration of Australian talent was 
in the Hong Kong team, where Andrew 

Blue Yankee, which had Eng­
land's Laurie Smith in its 
afterguard. 

When the final reckoning 
came the Italians had put in 
a strong performance tak­
ing the trophy with 112.958 
points to America's 138.250 

11 As usual, and as it should be 
in an event that calls itself the 

11world championship of 
offshore racing", the result 

hung on the Fastnet race" 

points. There were those that said the 
Italians didn't win it, the Americans 
gave it away, but this is somewhat un­
fair commentary on a team that was so 
well prepared, and indeed over the past 
ten years Italy has proved herself time 
and again in other offshore events, par­
ticularly the level rating classes, and 

Strachan' s Ninety Seven was under char­
ter to ex-pat Aussie Keith Jacobs, and 
renamed Bimblegumbie 97. As well as 
the owner, the crew included Bob Fraser 
and Steve Kulmar plus four others, but 
unfortunately the boat did not perform 
particularly well, finishing last in its 
class. ,Ii 
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Gosford Sailing Club has for nearly 80 years been one of the 
most active skiff and dinghy clubs outside of the Sydney 
metropolitan area and it also has a unique distinction in 
conducting one major ocean yacht race each year - the 
Fujitsu Gosford to Lord Howe Island Yachting Classic. 

C.Oct • Nov 1995 

ustralia's 
st 
lusive 
ce 
S tarting on Saturday, October 28, 

the 410 nautical mile race is 
north-east across the Tasman 

Sea to the World Heritage listed island. 
Not only is this an event unique in that 
it is the only long ocean race in eastern 
Australia conducted by a non-metro­
politan club but it is literally the most 
exclusive race in the nation. 

That exclusivity lies in the fact that 
the race is limited to 25 competing yachts 
because of restrictions on the number of 
boats which can moor in Lord Howe's 
pristine coral lagoon and also on the 
number of visitors allowed on the is­
land at any one time. 

Now in its 22nd year, the Lord Howe 
race was founded by several Central 
Coast yachtsmen who had cruised to 
the island, including wellknown CYCA 
member Peter Rysdyk. Gosford Sailing 
Club took the race over several years 
ago from the now defunct Gosford 
Aquatic Club. 

The challenge of a race across the 
Tasman Sea as against a coastal passage 
event and the magnificent beauty of 
Lord Howe Island has attracted many 
of Australia's finest yachts but each year 
the organisers attempt to maintain a 
broad cross section of yachts, from 
cruiser/ racers through to state-of-the­
art maxis . 

This year's race attracted more than 
35 potential entries three months from 
the race, but there is also a limit on the 
number of deep draft yachts able to 
moor in the lagoon and the Club had to 
reject several boats. The final list of 25 
competitors and two reserves is headed 



by the maxi yacht Brindabella, which 
took the double of line and IMS handi­
cap honours in the 1993 Lord Howe 
Island race - her first ocean race after 
being launched. 

The event will see the return to long 
ocean racing by John Quinn, who sur­
vived five hours in the Tasman Sea 
south-east of Gabo Island after being 
washed overboard from his yacht dur­
ing the galeswept 1993 Sydney to Ho­
bart. Quinn now owns the Cole 43, Pola­
ris, a veteran of more than a dozen Ho­
bart races and a "gun" boat in the early 
1970s. 

The sponsors will have their own 
yacht again in Team Fujitsu, the former 
Cuckoos Nest owned by Manly Yacht 
Club's Nigel Holman. The 1993 Sydney­
Hobart winner designed by David Ly­
ons is being actively campaigned by 
Holman who is keen to win the Lord 
Howe Island Classic after a fourth last 
year to Andrew Strachan's Ninety 
Seven. 

Following last year's 50th Sydney­
Hobart, enthusiasm continues among 
owners of vintage yachts and the 
Gosford to Lord Howe Island race in-

eludes two fine old timber 
boats, Richard Purcell's 
Margaret Rintoul II and Philip 
Ashe 's Lahara . Margaret 
Rintoul II, which as Ragamuf­
fin and a member of the Aus­
tralian Admiral's Cup team, 
won the 1971 Fastnet Race, 
holds the record for an indi­
vidual yacht in the Sydney­
Hobart having sailed in 19 
races. 

Lahara is a 33-footer de-

Opposite page: Team Fujitsu (ex Cuckoo's Nest) will be one of the 
favorites for Lord Howe while above: sponsor's John Mcinerney will 
be aboard Chimera (Pies: Peter Campbell) 

signed and built by the famous 
Tasmanian craftsman Jock Muir in 1951. 
She recently finished third in IMS Divi­
sion C of the Canon Sydney-Gold Coast 
Classic to two other oldtimers, Canon 
Maris and Southerly. 

The confirmed fleet is: 
Pilgrim (Des Quirk, RPAYC); Speakeasy 
(Max Prentice, RSYS); Margaret Rintoul II 
(Richard Purcell, CYCA); Rising Farrster 
(David Baxter, RPAYC); Polaris (John Quinn, 
RPAYC); Col/ex Onyx (Alyn Ovenden, 
LMYC); Storm Rider (John Elgar, LMYC); 
Katinka (Des O'Connell, CYCA);Adria (Chris 
Gorman, RPAYC); Suspence (Rod 
Goldstiver, CYCA); J44 Phoenix (Bob 

Reynolds, MHYC); Yendys (Geoffrey Ross, 
MHYC); Brindabella (George Snow); Chi­
mera (Jim McBain/Alan Plume, RNZS); 
Decimator(Wayne Millar, Townsville Cruis­
ing YC); Team Fujitsu (Nigel Holman, Manly 
YC); Lady Penrhyn of Nirimba (Royal Aus­
tralian Navy); Alexander of Creswell (Royal 
Australian Navy); Rising Sun (Royal Aus­
tralian Army); Impeccable (John Walker, 
MHYC); Lahara (Philip Ashe, CYCA); 
Grands/am (Terry O'Brien, LMYC); Morn­
ing Tide (A.Fenwick & a.Rollinson, Gosford 
SC); Nynja Go (Dennis Pomfret, LMYC); 
Highland Fling (Keith Thorn, LMYC); Re­
serves: Flying Colours (P.Schultes, MHYC) 
and Jarkan 40 (Kanga Birtles, RSYS) ~i 

Fujitsu Australia 
is proud to continue 

its sponsorship of the 
Gosford to Lord Howe 

Island Yachting Classic. 

cO 
~FU ITSU 
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amilton Island's XXXX 
Ansett Race Week reputa­
tion has been built up over 
more than a decade as a 
fun regatta in the tropical 

tradewinds, a midwinter mecca for 
yachties to get away from a chilly Au­
gust in the Southern States of Australia. 
At the same time it has always attracted 
many of Australia's best boats, with sev­
eral Kiwi boats usually providing an 
international flavour to a highly compe 
titive regatta . 

Race Week 1995 produced new IMS 
handicap winners in the_imported Nel­
son/Marek 43, Quest, and the latest 
Howison/Bashford 41, Australian Chai-

This was the new Brindabella's first 
Race Week, as she was still on her way 
home from Hawaii this time last year 
and she certainly made her mark. Skip­
pered by George Snow with BOC Chal­
lenge class II winner David Adams as 
co-helmsman, Brindabella got the gun in 
all six races, setting record times for the 
85 nm Coral Sea Race and the final 
Lindeman Island Race. 

Nevertheless, Fudge and her crew 
headed by sailing master David Kellett 

"'TIie yacht has huge 
potential, but her t111e 

ch ract r was unknown to us 
before Race Week. It was a 

ca e of learning more each 
time we raced" 

were improving as the 
regatta progressed. 
They were sailing a mas­
sive maxi entirely new 
to them all, she had 
limped into Australian 
waters only a week be­
fore with a bent mast, 
and they had a series of 

lenge 2000, and a new Hamilton Island 
line honours champion and record­
holder in the Jutson 75, Brindabella. 

Race Week also saw the debut in 
Australian waters of the world's biggest 
and former world champion IOR maxi, 
Matador 2, under the new ownership of 
Sydney yachtsman Anton Starling and 
with a new name, Fudge - one of his 
company's haircare products . 
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minor gear breakages. 
Fudge will be a strong contender for line 
honours in the 51st Sydney-Hobart, a 
real rival for Brindabella . 

The title of champion yacht of the 
1995 XXXX Ansett Hamilton Island Race 
went to Quest, the Nelson/Marek 43 
imported by Sydney yacht sman Bob 
Steel as a potential Southern Cross Cup 
team yacht and Sydney-Hobart IMS 
winner. She certainly lived up to his 

expectations with a brilliant perform­
ance against the best quality fleet ofIMS 
racers and cruiser/ racers to ever con­
test the international regatta in the 
Whitsundays. 

Quest finished a clear winner with a 
score of 3-1-2-5-1-1 for a total of 495 
points, pulling well clear of rival Bob 
Mulkearns' Winfield Racing (1 -5-1-1-2-
7, 491 points) with whom she had been 
equal on points after four races . Two 
successive wins at the end of Rae e Week, 
plus a disappointing final race by the 
NSX-36 made the result clear cut. 

Third overall in the IMS Racing divi­
sion was the Mumm 36 from Hobart, 
Hart z Mineral Water. Owner John 
Fuglsang shipped the yacht to Sydney 
then raced all the way north to Hamil­
ton Island, picking up some good tro­
phies on the way, but he couldn't break 
through at Race Week. Hartz Mineral 
Water finished with 481 points from 
placings of 2-5-5-3-3-2. 

Bob Steel, a wellknown member of 
the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, 
previously raced the chartered Ozfire 
and then Too Impetuous before import­
ing Quest. She is the sixth of the success­
ful Nelson/Marek 43s built in the US by 
Carroll Marine. Some of the design's 
results have included the 1995 Chicago 



Above: Powertul New Zealand sloop Antaeus bursts over a wave during Hamilton Island Race 
Week in the Whitsundays 

Australia's famous 
midwinter regatta in 
the warm tradewinds 

of the tropical 
Whitsunday Islands 

of Far North 
Queensland, XXXX 

Ansett Hamilton 
Island Race, again 

provided great 
competition on the 

water, the usual dash 
of drama, and lots of 

fun ashore, as Ian 
Grant reports. 

Left: Bob Steel's Quest, the US built Nelson/Marek 43 which won the IMS racing division at 
Hamilton Island's XXXX Ansell Race Week in an impressive debut in Australian waters 

NOOD, 1994 St Francis Yacht Club Big 
Boat Series, 1994 New York Yacht Club 
Spring Regatta, 1994 SORC, 1994 
Biscayne Regatta, 1993 Long Beach Race 
Week and 1993 American Yacht Club 
Spring Series. The cruiser/ racer Sedona 
has dominated the IMS cruiser/ racer 
field, winning almost every regatta she 
has entered. 

Quest arrived by ship in Sydney in 
late July and after just six hours sailing 
was sent by truck north to Hamilton 
Island. For Race Week, Steel put to­
gether an outstanding crew headed by 
Jamie Macphail and Ron Jacobs, the 
Australian agents for Nelson/Marek 
Yachts. For Macphail, this was his third 
Race Week championship victory, hav­
ing previously steered Locomotion and 
Mad Men Across the Water to success. 

"The yacht has huge potential, but 
her true character was unknown to us 
before Race Week," Steel said after his 
win. "It was a case oflearning more each 
timeweraced. Were-cut the sails, which 
produced a speed improvement, and 
Jamie Macphail was great on the helm. " 

Nowra-based boatbuilder Ian 
Bashford lived up to his reputation of 
"just adding water" to achieve a win­
ning combination with his Iain Murray­
designed Bashford /Howison41s. Raptor 

(Pies: Ian Grant 

won the 50th Sydney-Hobart, Millen­
nium took out her division of the Syd­
ney-Mooloolaba and Bashford main­
tained his record by steering Australia 
Challenge 2000 to a resounding victory 
in the IMS Cruiser / Racer division. 

Trucked from Nowra to Far North 
Queensland, Australia Challenge 2000, 
had her maiden race on the opening day 
of Race Week, placing s econd to de­
fending champion, Mike Perjanik' s J35, 
Soundtrack. Then came four straight wins 
and a third to clinch the series with 49 8 
points, well clear of Soundtrack, steered 
again by Jason Rowed, on 491 points . 

From even further 

fought PHS division. Ironically, the pro­
test was lodged by fellow-Victorian 
Grant Wharington sailing Wild Thing 
after a brush during the congested start 
to the Lindeman Island Race. Normally 
arch rivals, Wharington had sailed with 
Hansen aboard Future Shock in their line 
honours second and PHS win in the 
Canon Sydney-Gold Coast Classic. Both 
skippers hoisted the red flag, neither 
electing to take an alternative penalty 
on the water . So it ended in the protest 
room. 

Overall provisional results posted 

south came another 
Bashford / Howison 41, 
Lou Abrahams' Seaview 
Cha llen ge Again. 
Trucked all the way from 
Melbourne , Challenge 
Again sailed a consistent 
series of 3-3-4-2-4-2 to fin-

11W th the sou-easter hitting 2 
knots, some of the smaller yachts 
produced wild broaches and the 
Lake Macquari scow, The Beast, 
sailing on the knife edge betwe n 
safe speed and destruction, lost it 
all in a big gust , and capsized" 

ish with 491 points. Look 
out for Lou in the Sydney-Hobart as he 
goes for his third overall win in the 630-
miler. 

An upheld protest after the final race 
cost the powerful Melbourne sloop, PL 
Lease Future Shock and owner Peter 
Hansen, an overall win in the hard-

before the protest had Future Shock fin­
ish equal on points with Doug 
Middleton's Brisbane sloop, Valhalla, 
with a countback favouring the Victo­
rian boat. But the International Jury 
found against Future Shock and gave her 
a time penalty, knocking the Elliott 55 
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down to 11th place in race six and to 
second in the series. The end result was 
a victory for Valhalla with 488 points 
from a consistent score of 3-4-2-6-3-1 
with Future Shock on 485 points, third 
going to First Light (Carey Ramm) with 
481 points. 

Competition was just as keen in the 
Cruiser division, with victory going to 
Royal Perth Yacht Club skipper Geoffrey 
Jamieson in his sloop Aurora 2. Jamieson, 
who is on an extended cruise on the 
eastern seaboard, contested the series 
with a makeshift crew he signed on just 
before the first race. However, they 
proved to be invaluable in the close 
racing against the Sydney sloop Ocean 
Road (Richard Friedrichs) and the 
Mooloolaba yacht Shala V (Graham 
Roberts). All three yachts shared the 
pointscore lead at various stages oft he 
six race series. 

Aurora 2 revelled in the moderate 
south-east tradewinds to win the final 
Lindeman Island race which gave her 
the series with a consistent 3-6-5-3-6-1 
to finish with 483 points while Ocean 
Road scored 14-5-1-16-7-3 for 471 to just 
hold out Shala Von 470 points . 

Victorian David Orr towed his little 
trailable yacht Farr Better behind the 
family car all the way north to the 
Whitsundays and went home with the 
keenly contested Trailable Yacht and 
Day Racer division. 

Going into the final race Farr Better 
was locked in combat w jth Pass the Salt 
(Mike Wilcocks) from Brisbane and Go­
ing Wild (Antony Slater) fromPittwater's 
RP A YC, but a conservative race plan 

land into a yachties' para­
dise, organisers had to 
make do without the serv­
ices of race director War­
wick Hoban, in traction at 
Albury Base Hospital after 
breaking both legs in a se­
rious snow skiing accident. 
Local David Hutchen, who 
has been involved in Race 
Week since its inception, 
stepped into the role and 
completed a fine job. 

The race committee also showed its 
versatility and attention to owner's 
views in using IMS performance scor­
ing when, after a meeting with leading 
skippers, it agreed to amend the wind 
strengths for the long Coral Sea Race 
and also taking into consideration the 
often strong running currents and tides 
of the Whitsunday Islands. In subse­
quent races, skippers were asked to fill 
in a form giving their assessment of 
wind direction and strength on each leg, 

11 
••• organisers had to make 
do without the services of 

race director Warwick Hoban, 
in traction at Albury Base 

Hospital after breaking 
both legs in a serious snow 

skiing accident" 

along with a trip-log of dis­
tance sailed, to assist the race 
committee in scoring. 

The final fleet was a more 
manageable 105 boats than 
the 160 of 1994, with restric­
tions being placed on the 
number of cruising boats . 
IMS was divided into the 
Racers and Cruiser /Racers, 

paid off for the Victorian boat to finish 
with 485 while Pass the Salt placed sec­
ond on 483 and Going Wild third with 
482 points. 

As yachts and sailors from around 
Australia and New Zealand turned the 
famous tourist resort of Hamilton Is-

CJ» Oct• Nov 1995 

plus divisions for PHS, 
Cruising and Trailable Yachts and Day 
Sailers. For ma ny competitors it was 
back again, but this year saw some in­
teresting new boats and new faces 
among the yachties, including several 
crew from New Zealand's America's 
Cup winning Black Magic. .,Ji 

Top: Ocean Roadleads the Cruising Division fleet through 
the Whitsunday Islands during XXXX Ansett Race Week 
at Hamilton Island (Pie: Ian Grant) 

Above: Missing the scene at Hamilton Island was race 
director Warwick Hoban, pictured here by Mike Sabey 
soaking up the sunshine from his Albury base Hospital 
bed after breaking both legs in a snow skiing accident. 

Below: The biggest maxi yacht on the Australian 
scene is the 85-footer Fudge (ex Matador 2'J now 
owned by Sydney yachtsman Anton Starling 

(Pie: Ian Grant) 



WE MAKE IT AS EASY AS MIEST 
••• ~A~ 

~..,~ I ■;;;;;;;l'F■~ 
SAA"-'O 

-· 
1. .. " 2. 

There are several important reasons why you should use WEST SYSTEM brand epoxy rather 
the polyester resin or other materials for your next fibreglass repair. 

• Polyester resin can shrink from 5% to 8%, creating stress concentrations in repair joints. 

• WEST System Brand Epoxy is more effective as a moisture barrier. 

• WEST System Brand Epoxy forms a superior mechanical bond with cured polyester in secondary bonding. 

• WEST System Brand Epoxy is more durable than polyester, therefore the repair may be stronger than the 
original structure. 

WHEN YOU ADD nus TO ... 
• Ease • Prac ticality of Application • Availability 
• Safety • Access to Technical Assistance and Informative Manuals 

WEST SYSTEM Brand Epoxy Resin is an excellent choice for fibreglass boat repairs. 

Call or write: An Composites, PO Box 2349, Southport Qld 4215. Phone (075) 5-377 636 Fax (075) 5-377 636 

THESOTH 
SYDNEY-HOBART 

Blood and guts sailing, wild 
southern cliffs, whales, the 

lonely ocean - from helicopter and 
light plane, Richard Bennett 
captured it all. 

This book is a tribute to the 50th 
-~r.'1'.:~'iydney to Hobart Yacht Race by 

:Australia's best yachting 
hotographer. With 78 full-page 

colour photographs, a detailed 
account of the race by yachting 
writer Bob Ross, and a full list of 

TEXT non ROSS 
':======-===""""""""'.....!! race results, Richard Bennett's new 

Richard Bennett's first yachting 
~!t!.J·~book Ocean Classics has been 

reprinted - if you missed out, 
order your copy now. 

book is even bigger than the 
runaway best-seller Ocean Classics. 

Order now - Richard Bennett's 
new book will sell fast. 

Yes-I'd like to order ....... . copy/copies of The 50th Sydney-Hobart Ocean 
Racing Classic @ $39.95 . .... .. .. copy/copies of Ocean Classics @ $39.95. 
Please add $7 per copy for postage and handling. TOTAL$ ................ .. 
Name .... ... ........ ..... ... .... ... ..... ...... ..... ....... ........... .. ... ... ...... Phone ...... ..... ...... ... .. ....... . 
Address .... ........................ ....... .... ... ....... ............ ........ ... .... ........ .............................. . 
.... .......... .......... ... ............ ........ ...... .... ... .... ...... ... ..... ............. Postcode ............... .. ..... . 

Please charge Bankcard D Mastercard D Visa D 
No. _j_j_j_j _j_j_j_j _j_j_j_j _j_j_j_j 
Expiry date .. .. .................. Signature .... ... ..... ... ...... .. ... ......... ... ..... ...... ... .. 
Please mail coupon to: Richard Bennett, 

PO Box 385 Kingston 7051 Tasmania, Australia 
Or phone direct: (002) 29 2559. 

Dealer enquiries welcome. °'r'J 1442 
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Inaugural 
Hayman Island 

Big Boat 
Series Success 

f or a number of years Australian yacht owners have 
focused their attention and ambitions on some of the 
world's most exotic locations such as the Aegean Rally 
in Greece, Antigua Week in the Caribbean, the 

Sardinia Cup in Italy and the Kenwood Cup in Hawaii. 
While that trend has continued it has been restricted to 

those who can afford both the expense and the time to travel 
the great distances into the Northern Hemisphere for the 
distinction of adding another regatta plaque to the bulkhead. 
Yet, one can enjoy the same healthy environment, the social 
atmosphere and an excellent standard of yacht racing in one 
of the world's most picturesque venues - the Whitsunday 
Islands of Queensland's tropical coast. 

The Whitsundays has be.come a racing sailor's paradise 
since the introduction of the XXXX Ansett Race Week Regatta 
at Hamilton Island 12 years ago. Race Week's success has led 
to the introduction of feeder races north and a new regatta 
circuit including the Hog's Breath Race Week hosted by the 
Whitsunday Sailing Club and more recently, the Ansett Air­
lines TAG Heuer Big Boat Series at Hayman Island. 

Hayman Island Yacht Club commodore, Sir James Hardy, 
and competing skippers praised the new regatta for setting 
new standards on the Australian and international sailing 
scene. Sir James said the series could only be compared with 
those he had experienced at the Aga Khan's exclusive Costa 
Smeralda resort in the Mediterranean - and the Hayman 
Island event was superior. 

The impact was such that all three sponsors, Ansett Aus­
tralia, TAG Heuer and Hayman Resort, announced they would 
support an expanded Big Boat Series next year. Competitors 
agreed the camaraderie both on the race course and ashore, 
and the treatment they received at Hayman Resort, were 
unprecedented. 

The Big Boat Series at Hayman Island followed directly 
after Race Week at Hamilton Island and among the limited 
number of 13 yachts to accept the invitation were Anton 
Starling's newly-imported maxi Matador 2/Fudge, Arthur 
Bloore's Hammer of Queensland, Warren John's Heaven Can 
Wait and the New Zealanders, Thai Airways, owned by former 
Perth yachtsman Chris Packer, and Antaeus (Charles St Clair­
Brown). 

This was primarily an "owner's regatta" as distinct from 
the influx of 1,000 or so thirsty crew and their friends who hi d 
invaded Hamilton Island and its bars and nightspots . While 
there was some apprehension among Hayman Island man­
agement when the yachties arrived, the standard of behav­
iour was totally respected. The sailors quickly experienced 
the unique relaxation of the Hayman Island lifestyle to appre­
ciate the reasons behind a different "code of conduct." 



The inaugural Ansett 
Airlines TAG Heuer Big Boat 

Series at Hayman Island has 
added another exotic 

destination to Queensland's 
late-winter sailing circuit, 

as Ian Grant reports. 

While the winds for the four race 
series were generally soft, they failed to 
spoil the intense competition between 
the big boats, Matador 2/Fudge and Ham­
mer of Queensland. The former champion 
US 85-footer revelled in the fresher 
morning breeze to open the series with 
a commanding 7 minutes 50 seconds 
line honours win in the 12nm wind­
ward/leeward course from Hammer. 

The Kiwis aboard Thai Airways Inter­
national gave an indication they were on 
the pace by winning the IMS class from 
the latest Bashford/Howison 41, Aus­
tralia Challenge 2000 (Ray Roberts/Ian 
Bashford) followed by the Farr 40IMS, 
Sydney Marine Assassin, helmed by Sean 
Langman. 

In the afternoon race, with the breeze 
fading, Hammer of Queensland sailed boat 
for boat with Matador 2/Fudge on the 
windward leg, and downwind powered 
away under her masthead kite on the 
downwind run to score a popular 14 
minutes 12 seconds victory. AMP Wild 
Oats (Bruce Foye/Roger Hickman) hung 
on with good height and pace upwind 
to take IMS honours from Australia 
Challenge 2000 and Sydney Marine As­
sassin. 

A change of current and a shadow 
under the lee of Hayman Island turned 
a testing lightwind 35nm race to 
Dumbell Island and return into an en­
durance test. The beat south to the is­
land allowed the powerful Matador 2/ 
Fudge to utilise her power and waterline 
length to open up what appeared to be 
a race-winning margin when spinna­
kers were set. 

But the light pocket maxis, Hammer, 
Future Shock and Grant Wharington's 
Wild Thing, forced the big crew on the 
85-footer to work overtime on the dead 
downwind run north to Hayman Is­
land's Dolphin Point. Here the race 
changed dramatically as seven yachts 
shared the lead with less than a mile to 

Top: The fine harbour at Hayman Island, packed for 
the Big Boat Series. 
Above: "I've got to wash that salt right out of my hair" 
says this crew member out of one of the races 
Right: Matador 2/Fudge shows her power on a close 
reach (Pies: ian Mainsbridge) 

sail, with Matador 2/Fudge just scraping 
home. 

Australia Challenge 2000, which had 
the race won on IMS at Dolphin Point, 
paid the penalty by carrying its spinna­
ker on a loser into the head-one current. 
This tactical error played into hands of 
ThaiAirwayswhichbeatHeavenCan Wait 
and Mike Perjanik's Soundtrack on 
handicap to take a firm grip on the 
series. 

The speedy Elliott 55, Future Shock, 
steered by Melbourne sailmaker Ross 
Lloyd, showed her downwind speed to 
take line honours in race four, an event 
which proved to be embarrassing for 
the really big boats of the regatta. Both 
Matador 2/Fudge and Hammer of Queens­
land elected to sail down the shore side 
of the course and ran out of wind while 
the ever-alert tacticians on the follow­
ing yachts saw their plight and sailed 
through them. 

Heaven Can Wait won the IMS and 

PHS handicap double which gave her 
the chance, with placings of 5-5-2-1, for 
a scheduled last race three-way battle 
for overall IMS honours with Thai Air­
ways (1-7-1-2) and Australia Challenge 
2000 (2-2-6-3). But nature intervened, 
leaving race officials with the impossi­
ble task of sailing the scheduled final 
race. 

It was an elated Chris Packer when 
the N over X flags signalled the end of 
what proved to be a most successful 
inaugural Ansett Australia TAG Heuer 
Big Boat Series at Hayman Island. Final 
points were: IMS division: 1: Thai Air­
ways International 391 pts, 2: Heaven Can 
Wait 388, 3: Australia Challenge 2000 387. 
PHS division: 1: Heaven Can Wait 389, 2: 
PL Lease Future Shock 383, 3: Thai Air­
ways International 380. ~i 
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New Sponsorship & 
Marketing Opponunities 
in yachting 

a ustralia potentially has five 
America's Cup syndicates 
gearing up for Auckland in 
the year 2000, to utilise the 

Whitbread race to lever up their oppor­
tunities. The groups are a Perth based 
syndicate u s ing Chris Dickson's 
Whitbread 60 Tokio and America's Cup 
boat Tag Heuer; Team Bertrand hoping 
to do the same with oneAustralia ' sexist-

ing equipment; a Sydney based oppor­
tunity with Ian Bashford joining forces 
with long time campaigner Ray Roberts; 
Syd Fischer is about to launch a new 
IMS 50 and still has Sydney '95 which 
would perform well in Auckland's windy 
conditions; and the possibility of a 
Southport/Gold Coast syndicate. 

Either Sydney or Melbourne is also 
being considered as a stopover for the 
Whitbread race in '97. This provides a 
fantastic opportunity for the first Aus­
tralian entrant, with David Adams also 
considering a campaign to rival his BOC 
effort. 

How does a stock sta nda rd 43' P rodu ctio n Yacht win H amil to n Island 

R ace ·Week '95, again st th e hoccest I.M.S. flee t ever asse mbled in Australia? 

Fully Tickled! 
'Q uest' is a proven race-win nin g des ign by elso n Ma rek, superbly bu ilt by Ca rro ll M ari ne. 

P roj ect managed, fu lly op t imised and prepared by P.B.S. lntern ati o nal. 

Li ke to kno w ho w you ca n jo in th e winn ers' circl e witho ut spending a fo rtun e? 

Ca ll P.B.S . now fo r mo re in fo rm atio n o n the N/J•,143', N 1461 and Carro ll M arin e 1200 ( N/M39') . 

pffl 
LSTER."1ATIONAl. 

PB S I N T ERNATIONA L PT Y L n ,HT ED G 1ssON M AR I NA. ACN 062 860 986. 17 10 Pi tcwarer Road Bayview Syd ney 2 104. 

PO Box 54; Mo na Va le SvoN EY 2103 AusTRAL I A. 

Teleph o ne : 9979 9755 , Mob ile: Jam ie M acph ail 0 18 672 9H o r Ro n Jacobs 0414 407 05 1. Telephone/ Facsi mile: 9979 9780. 
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The CYCA has been able to replace 
Kodak with a new exciting sponsor for 
the Sydney to Hobart. The Telstra 
MobileNet group are known for their 
aggressive marketing and leveraging of 
sponsorships. This initiative is in line 
with Telstra's support of sport in Aus­
tralia, including their sponsorship of 
the 1996 Australian Olympic Team for 
Atlanta. 

Not to be outdone, the Australian 
Yachting Federation has also embarked 
on a new sponsorship push and has 
appointed Wright Business Marketing 
as their official marketing agents. Ian 
Jarmen, previously involved in Olym­
pic marketing, will head this push and 
is keen to galvanise the sport to assist 
the sailors and create new marketing 
opportunities for sponsors. 

The A YF hopes that these initiatives 
together with strong overseas results 
from Matt Hayes, Mitch Booth, Colin 
Beashel and Natasha Sturges w ill pro­
vide a strong medal count for the At­
lanta Olympics next year. 

Meanwhile, Iain Murray & Associ­
ates have developed a new design with 
the Hobie Magic 25 being built by 
Bashford Yachts. This exciting new two 
on trapeze, four man racer looks to be a 
part of a fresh new approach in Austral­
ian yacht manufacturing and should 
open tremendous export markets with 
75 already on order from the USA. 

Although many new opportunities 
are unfolding for Australian yachting it 
was unfortunate to see Sydney lose the 
World Match racing championships this 
November to Auckland. It would have 
been a tremendous chance to launch a 
regatta for Sydney Harbour and the 
World Match Racing Conference still 
sees a huge need for a grade one match 
racing regatta on Sydney Harbour and 
this looks like being a great opportunity 
for clubs or promoters that are inter­
ested in developing new events. .,Ji 



THE CARIBBEAN 

THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

THE MEDITERRANEAN 

M(X)rings 
Whether it be the Caribbean, South Pacific, Mediterranean or Australia, Club Seafarer 

brings you a world of sailing holidays. For enquiries and reservations contact: 
Club Seafarer 

Unit 2, Harcourt Estate, 809 Botany Road, Roseberry NSW Australia 2018 
Tel: 61 (02) 693 5899 Fax: 61 (02) 317 2258 Toll Free: 1 800 221 484 T / A Lie: 2T A 003091 

A Division of The Travel Group A.C.N. 003 735 206 
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The spirit of 
adventure is 
certainly high in the travel 
offered h Cbih e 
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Mamoth Mountain powder 
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t 
o most Australians Mexico is a 
land of sombreros, senoritas, 
cigarillos, siestas, and hot and 
spicey food. But the Sea of 
Cortez, or the Gulf of California 

as it used to be called, is one of North 
America's finest cruising grounds for 
yachtsmen. 

On the Pacific side of mainland 
Mexico the Sea of Cortez is separated 
from the Pacific Ocean by Baja Califor­
nia, a craggy peninsula that extends 
1000km south of the United States bor­
der and 2000m into the sky in places. 
Virtually an inland sea, the area is easily 
reached by air from Australia via Los 
Angeles and there is a yacht charter 
base at La Paz, near the southern tip of 
the peninsula. 

The land is virtually a desert and the 
stark physical beauty of the place is one 
of the main attractions. In contrast the 
sea is a vast marine wildlife park with 
an extensive permanent fish population 
augmented each year by migrating visi­
tors such as marlin, bonito, dorado, tuna 
and yellowtail - not to mention the 
whales which visit the area each year to 
calve in the ocean-side lagoon between 
January and April. 

Similarly, our perception of Califor­
nia is of Hollywood, Disneyland, San 
Diego and the America's Cup. To the 
keen ski snowing enthusiast, the moun­
tains of California offer some of the best 
skiiing in the world - and in our mid­
summer months. 

"After an exhilarating week 
on the slopes, you transfer 
back to Los Angel~s to 
board the spectacular flight 
down the Baja Peninsular 
to La Paz, The Moorings 
yachting base" 

Above left: Limestone Grotto 
Above: Sonora Bay 
Below left: Buying fish 
Below: The water is warm and inviting 



Club Seafarer's two week trip to Cali­
fornia and Mexico in February, 1996, 
offers not only a week of superb cruis­
ing in the Sea of Cortez buJ before that 
also a week in one of the world's finest 
ski fields at Mammoth in the mountains 
of California. 

Having done this trip early this year, 
Club Seafarer says there will be no need 
to worry that your gear will not be com­
patible as much of the clothing for both 
skiing and sailing is dual purpose. Ar­
rangements have also been made to 
leave skis and extra baggage in Los 
Angeles while you enjoy the sailing in 
Mexico. 

The p lanned trip is on Qantas into 
Los Angeles w here you take a fl ight to 
Mammoth Mountain, voted by the Eu­
ropeans and interna tional ski magazines 
as the world's best mountain. A new 
addition for the 1996 season is a mono­
rail to take you down the mountain and 
transport you between the bases of the 
lifts. Club Seafarer has organised excel­
lent accommodation in serviced "slope­
side condominiums" with open fire and 

glazed balconies with views over the 
mountains and the ski fields. 

In Mammoth, where the snow lasts 
until May or June each year, you are 
catered for whether you are an expert or 
beginner and if you tire of the extensive 
slopes you can hire a skidoo and go 
careering off over the frozen lakes and 
through the forests. Your ski pass also 
caters for their twin resort "June Lake" 
w hich adds to the variety of skiing you 
can experience in these resorts. 

If you wish to vary your holiday, you 
can go before the departure time for the 
group and head north to Colorado and 
then join us. If you do not wish to go so 
far afield, you can ski in nearby Lake 
Tahoe, go gambling in Reno all within a 
day's drive of the Mammoth area . 

After an exhilarating week on the 
slopes, you transfer back to Los Angeles 
to board the spectacular flight down the 
Baja Peninsular to La Paz, The Moor­
ings yachting base. 

La Paz gives the appearance of being 
a sleepy village on the edge of the Sea of 
Cortez, but it has a population 0£170,000 

and is the centre of this region of Baja 
California. The Moorings base is at a 
new marina which has all facilities in­
cluding a waterside hotel where the 
mariachi bands play while you dine on 
excellent Mexican food. 

Club Seafarer's yachting program is 
fully escorted so you do not have to be 
an experienced sailor to join our trip . 
However, experienced sailors can char­
ter a boat and do their own thing, sailing 
in company or cruising this fascinating 
area on your own. 

Sailing in the Sea of Cortez is prob­
ably akin to sailing through the Grand 
Canyon and the beauty of the surround­
ing mountains is ever changing as the 
light alters throughout the day. This is 
not a destination for "the party animal". 
There are no tavernas on every shore 
but the provisioning which you can or­
der from The Moorings is so good that 
you do not miss dining ashore while 
you are eating in the cockpit looking at 
the stunning scenery. 

During the day, the sailing is stimu­
lating w ith fresh, steady breezes. But 
there are other exciting things to do in 
the Sea of Cortez . You can swim with 
the seals at Los Islotes, go snorkelling & 
scuba diving to see the incredible vari­
ety of marine life and, of course, go 
w hale watching - this is w here the 
whales come to calve every year. 

After leaving the yacht cruise, you 
need not come straight back to Aus­
tralia . The choice is to head further down 
the Baja to the "ritzy town" of Los Cabos, 
the golf courses nearby or the more laid 
back town of San Jose del Cabo for some 
more sightseeing. Club Seafarer can 
also organise travel in mainland Mexico 
w here you can take your pick of relax­
ing, cultural or spectacular. ~i 

FACT FILE 
The Australian dollar buys about 2300 
pesos but this varies widely, so check 
before travelling. US dollars are by far 
the best currency to carry. 
Electricity: 100 volts, 60 cycles. 
Language: Spanish but English is 
widely spoken. 
Getting there: Qantas, United & Air 
New Zealand operate regular services 
to Los Angeles. Mammoth Lakes can 
be reached by air from Los Angeles 
with Alpha Air or a magnificent 6 hour 
drive across the desert & through the 
ranges. Aero California has excellent 
connections direct to La Paz from Los 
Angeles. 
Tour cost: Aus$ 2300. 00 plus airfare 
or Aus$4750.00, including airfare. 
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If you've 
ever owned a 
yacht, you've 
signed a lot 
of cheques. 
Moorings Charter 
Yacht owners, 
however, receive an 
income to cover theirs 
... every month. 
As the world 's largest yacht charter organisation we have 
thousands of people who come to us for a well maintained 
yacht for a week or two. As a Moorings owner you will receive 
a cheque every month from the proceeds of these charters. 

Further when you purchase a Moorings Charter Yacht 
you 'll get a world class sailing vessel customised and fully 
equipped that you can use for up to 6 weeks every year. And 
if you want a change of scene you have reciprocal access to our 
entire global fleet based in 26 exotic locations for next to 
nothing. 

We' ll promote your yacht through our global marketing 
network; far and away the most powerful in the world. Last 
year alone The Moorings dealt with more than 80,000 clients; 
most have never sailed in Australia. We have offered them the 
newest Moorings fleet in the world, Hamilton Island and The 
Whitsundays. 

For detailed information on your new yacht just call us. 

The Moorings 
The Only Thing You Should Spend on Your Yacht is Time. 

Phone Sydney (02) 667 4055 Fax 693 2437 
or write to 2/809 Botany Road, 

Rosebery, NSW 2018 



Pers 

Aflo 
Recommendations For 

John Hornby, better known 
as "Hornblower" is 
chairman of the Offshore 
Committee of the Yachting 
Association of New South 
Wales. These are his basic 
recommendations for 
offshore safety. 

• Trysail: Independent sheets, metal 
slides top and bottom, strop from tack 
to tack hook, strop from head to halyard 
so the rope to wire splice has no load, 
strop from clew to outhaul to facilitate 
flattening, lashing from ,tack around 
mast, inside halyards, down-hauls, etc. 

• Storm jib: Strop from tack to tack 
fitting to lift tack above rails, strop from 
head to halyard so that rope to wire 
splice has no load. Change sails before 
knockdowns. 

• Both lifelines must be taut and not 
pulled down by netting or lacing. End 
lacing to be rust-free and in good condi­
tion. No plastic caps on stanchions un­
less top lifeline goes through metal as 
well. 

• Jackstays must be reasonably taut 
so that thwart-ship sag is minimised. 

• Lifering stowage checked for ease 
of operations and secureness. 

• Danbuoys must be secured to one 
lifering. Some crews had neglected to 
secure Jon buoys to liferings in the 1993 
Sydney-Hobart. 

• On deck torches must be in pockets 
or lockers - common sense. Any torch, 
whether floating or not, can be washed 

overboard and damaged by uncaring 
feet. 

• Harnesses must be handed to indi­
vidual crew members who must be in­
structed to adjust them to fit and stow 
them in a place where they can find 
them. Crews need to be told when to 
wear harnesses. This should not be a 
"Macho's Choice." 

• Remember, you don't drown by 
falling in the sea, you drown by staying 
there - so belt up and enjoy your racing. 

• Bottle or bucket provided for 
pissing, even on deck. Pissing over the 
side can be life threatening - remember 
Yahoo! 

• People off watch must be encour­
aged to rest. 

• Life rafts below decks must be 
stowed properly and not left lying 
around. 

• Batteries should be fully charged 
before sailing, otherwise electrical 

Pie: © The Examiner (Launceston) 

equipment will become inoperable. The 
AYF's requirement of a radio certificate 
is a step in the right direction, but a flat 
battery stuffs that up. Better methods of 
voltage regulating should be encour­
aged, also longer times of charging. 

• Proper steering in heavy weather 
needs to be practised. Too many flat­
water jockeys with big reputations are 
allowed to break up the boats they steer 
offshore. The cry "the wave had no backs 
in them" is an indication of incompe­
tence. The sea has not changed, the un­
derwater profile of yachts has, and the 
hot-shots need to be educated. Seaman­
ship needs to be re-established as a man­
datory requirement on ocean-going 
yachts. Too many yachts are undertak­
ing long offshore races with no crew 
training. In fact, 7ome crews don't jump 
aboard until race day morning, just like 
cruise ship passengers, and never really 
get into step . 
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• Crews must be encouraged to carry 
their own individual seasickness rem­
edies. They know what works best for 
them and should be encouraged to use 
them in plenty of time. 

• Crew members should be shown 
how to handle flares, how to operate the 
radio, how to activate the "man over­
board" button on the GPS, and how to 
start the engine. At least one member of 
each watch should have some knowl­
edge of first aid . However, the main 
first aid kit should be kept for real emer­
gencies and a small kit with band-aids, 
sunscreen and analgesics should be set 
up for everyday use. 

• Bilges should be checked and 
pumped at least at the end of each watch. 

The Latest in Personal 
Offshore Safety 
Equipment: 

PYROTECHNICS: 
New Swedish Flares 
Released by RFD 
RFD has launched a new range of flares 

in Australia as sole agent here for the 
Norabel Hansson company of Sweden. 

The pyrotechnics carry all necessary 
international approvals for commercial 
shipping and defence use, as well as for 
recreational boating and yachting. The 
brand name is well known and highly 
respected in Europe. 

RFD intends to market the Norabel 
Hannssen flares through local ship chan­
dlers and believes the name will be be­
come just as well known in Australia as 
other brands. Prices are very competi­
tive. 

Further information: John Ferris, RFD 
Australia, Phone: 02 667 0480. 

Distress Flares Save Six 
Lives in Bass Strait 
A kit of Pains-Wessex distress flares 
recently saved the lives of six 
Tasmanians who found themselves in 
difficulties in Bass Strait off Penguin on 
the State's north-west coast. 

A 16-foot power boat carrying two 
men and four children aged three to 11, 
suffered engine trouble a kilometre off­
shore, with the party finding themselves 

Signal Pistol Pack distributed by RFD 

in an emergency situation as the weather 
worsened and the boat began to drift 
out to sea. 

The men, Mark Withers and Geoff 
Stafford, set off three distress flares 
which were seen from the shore, with a 
rescue operation being mounted by the • 
Royal Volunteer Costa! Patrol, Penguin 
Surf Club and two private rescue boats. 

I ®':rSAILMATI TAKE AN E IRB 
Don't go overboard without it! 

I I 
I I 

' 
The Aussie S111LMi1TE inflatable vest 

has been designed to provide a 
maximum of buoyancy, support 

and insulation without getting in the 
way of the work in hand. 

HOW MUCH IS 
YOUR LIFE WORTH? 

'Send fora FREE brochure or 
I order your Sai/Mate now! 

~ ate won't get in the way : Please send me __ Aussie SailMate 
when you're working hard. I buoyancy vests @ S 14 5 plus $7 express 

freight per vest as follows: 
I OS O M O L O XL 
I Name ________ _ 
I I Address _______ _ 

, _____ P/code __ _ 

!Ph: _____ _ 

~ I AUSSIE SAILMATE 
SailMate gives you vital support I 7/26 Tupia St, Botany NSW 2019 
and insulation in the water. Telephone (02) 666 6641 

Wi!tout proper Lafety and ~istres_s 
co municationI equipmen~our fife is 
on he line. \ . · " 
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However, the rescue team started to 
head slightly off course (as the power­
boat had drifted), so another flare was 
fired, re-dir(!cting the rescue boats and 
resulting in a successful rescue. 

"Flares are definitely a must ... we 
had no radio ... it had broken down so 
we had no other way to communicate 
our situation ... our only hope was the 
flares," Mark Withers said later. 

Burnie police inspector Steve 
Williams commented: " Without the 
flares the alarm would not have been 
raised immediately and we would not 
have had any idea of where to start 
looking ... we should have had to put up 
several aircraft." 

EPIRBs&STROBELIGHTS: 
GME EPIRB Offers 
3 Year Warranty 

GME Electrophone announced an 
industry first with a full three year war­
ranty for their popular MT250 satellite 
coherent EPIRB. Stringent testing and 
validation procedures, coupled with the 
highest level of manufacturing quality 
control, have provided GME Electro-

\ 

phone with the confidence to make this 
offer. 

Since its introduction in 1990, the 
MT250 has been accepted as a leader in 
the 121.5/243 MHz EPIRB field. Con­
tracts with the Royal Australian Navy 
and the Government of The People's 
Republic of China underscore the do­
mestic and international success of this 
Australian product. 

The GME250 is now supplied with a 
newly designed rustproof nylon bracket, 
providing secure stowage with a simple 
one-handed twist release action. This is 
a .third generation EPIRB designed and 
manufactured in Sydney by Standard 
Communications, a privately owned 
Australian company with more than 30 
years experience in marine radio com­
munications. 

Emergency Strobe 
For Personal Use 
The carrying of a personal strobe light 
by crew members of ocean racing yachts 
is strongly recommended by yachting 
safety authorities and experienced sail­
ors - among them John Quinn who sur-

vived five hours in the Tasman Sea after 
being washed overboard during the gale 
swept 1993 Sydney-Hobart. 

Rosden Enterprises are Australian 
agents for a US designed Emergency 
Strobe that is US Coast Guard and 
SOLAS approved with the capacity to 
flash 50 to 60 times a minute and lasts 
for 60 hours in continuous operation. 

The strobe may be seen as far away as 
three miles, depending on conditions. It 
comes with a clear lens and optional 
red, blue or amber lights, together with 
a base magnet. It may be attached to a 
PFD, lifering or other safety gear by a 
stainless steel locking pin . 

Further information: Roslyn Mc­
Taggart, Rosden Enterprises, Phone 02 
449 2941 or fax 02 449 3901. 

Australian Approval For 
RFD Personal EPIRB 
RFD' s Mini-B2 personal EPIRB has been 
approved for use in Australia. Manu­
factured by ACR Electronics (USA) it is 
said to be smallest Class B EPIRB avail­
able that floats. 

The beacon can transmit simultane-

I I I I I 
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The Burke PFD Lifejacket 

ously on 121.5 MHz (civilian) and 
243.0MHz (military). search and rescue 
homing frequencies. It has an operating 
life of 48 hours and comes with an extra 
long life lithium battery that has a six 
year replacement life and a 12 year use­
ful life. 

The new Class B EPIRB features a 
highly flexible, fixed antenna which is 
durable and double-braided to resist 
distortion. Measuring 15.2 x 6.6 x 4.1cm 
(not including the antenna) the Mini-B2 

weighs only 280g with the battery in­
stalled. 

Further information: John Ferris at 
RFD (Australia) phone 02 667 0480. 

PERSONAL FLOTATION: 
Affordable, Wearable 
PFDl From Burke 
Burke have developed a low priced, 
high specification PFDl (personal flota­
tion device) that has comfort and design 
features not normally seen in this type 
of PFDl. 

The new Mariner features a four 
pierce matrix foam design that fits the 
body's shape, allowing freedom of 
movement with a large neck cut that 
does not restrict neck or chin movement 
and also makes fitting a lot easier. . 

Constructed from closed cell foam, 
high visibility yellow woven nylon cov­
ering, it has reflective tape, an easy to 
adjust buckle and a synthetic webbing 
waist band. The Burke PD Fl is available 
from marine outlets throughout Aus­
tralia. For dealer listing, phone Burke 
on 02 638 4333. 

EIERCENCYIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISTRUBE™ 
• Small personal battery powered (single 
'D' cell) strobe light with powerful bright 
white light beacon visible for up to 3 miles 
(blue, amber, red lenses & magnet available) 

• Flashes for a total of 60 hrs depending on condition of battery. 

Inflatable Lifejacket 
Introduced by RFD 
RFD has added a new inflatable lifejacket 
to its already comprehensive range. 
Called the XM Quickfit, the PFD Type 1 
is available in four configurations -
manual, automatic, with or without in­
tegral safety harness. 

All RFD inflatable lifejackets comply 
with Australian Standard 1512 but the 
XM Quickfit is the only one with the 
harness option. 

The XM Quickfit features a single 
point waist adjustment and built-in tog­
gles to fasten onto most wet weather 
jackets. It is slim and unobtrusive, has 
retro reflective tape, whistle and oral 
inflation top-up tube. It is available from 
most chandleries or from RFD (Australia). 

Further information: John Ferris at 
RFD, Phone 02 667 0480. 

Stormy Seas 
Inflatable Vest 
Hobart based Stormy Seas Australia 
have a unique flotation system in their 
range of vests and jackets - the simple 

. 

Think 
or 
Sink! 

• Provides a constant visual air or surface search recognition by 
marking your location in a man overboard or boat in distress 
situation. 

. .. ~~~~ °' 

When the people or 
board are relying on 
your forethought, 
don't let them down. 

• Can be secured to any PFD, life ring or other gear with its 
inbuilt stainless steel locking pin. 

• U.S. Coast Guard and S.O.L.A.S. approved. 

• Weighs approx. 100 grams & measures 10cm x 5cm. 

• Battery not included. 

ROSDENENTERPRISES 
BB FAIRLAWN AVE. TURRAMURRA NSW 2074 
PHONE (02) 449 2941 FAX: (02) 449 3901 
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Make sure they've access to the safety 
equipment they need. Comfortable, durable 
rapid inflation lifejackets made in Australia 
from high grade materials and the world's 
best selling liferafts with 

a 12yearwarrantyand ~-r-~ 
fully approved service n u 
support. 

Think before you sink, call 
RFD today. 

SURVIVAL SYSTEMS 

A.C.N. 050 242 601 

fr 1800 646 086 
FREE CALL 
For more Information 

or a catalogue 



action of firmly pulling down the velcro 
fastened chest pocket triggers a CO2 
cylinder which instantly inflates the 
buoyancy chambers. 

The garments and the system are rug­
ged, smart looking and very comfort­
able, so comfortable, in fact, that you 
will want to wear them as a normal 
sailing vest. 

They carry Australian standard 1512 
and are rated PFDl. To achieve this 
status the device must float a person 
face clear with body tilted slightly back 
from vertical. A PFDl will also substan­
tially enhance visibility in a search and 
rescue operation. 

Toughest Testing For 
SECUMAR Lifejackets 
With 40 years of research and develop­
ment, SECUMAR is firmly established 
as one of the leading brands of inflatable 
lifejackets. With its automatic inflatable 
lifejacket, which functions even if the 
wearer is unconscious, SECUMAR has 
achieved a decisive breakthrough in the 
world market, having sold more than 
one million lifejackets in over 40 
countries. 

Aussie SailMate 
Inflatable Vest 
"Man overboard!" is a cry every sailor 
dreads, whatever the weather. And in 
poor conditions, even the strongest 
swimmer can quickly be in trouble. 

Traditional lifejackets have their 
place, but in the demanding environ­
ment of competitive sailing, they inhibit 
precise, fast action by crew members. 

The Aussie SailMate inflatable vest 
has been designed to provide a maxi­
mum of buoyancy, support and insula­
tion without getting in the way of the 
working crew. Slim and comfortable, it 
will keep you warm in or out of the 
water and reduces fatigue by support­
ing your body. Available in four sizes, it 
fastens with quick release catches and 
has pockets with attachment loops for 
accessories - torch, knife, strobe etc. 

Should you be unlucky enough to go 
overboard, SailMate can be used to help 
you recover when you are back on board. 

Further information: SailMate in Syd­
ney, phone 02 666 6641 or fax 02 316 
7065. ~i 

Above: Secumar 
Bolero 150 

combination 
inflatable lifejacket 

Right: RFD XM 
Quickfit 'Yachties 

Inflatable 
Lifejacket' 

TORMYSEA 
INFLATABLE CLOTHING 

SECUMAR quality assurance 
fulfils the highest international 
standard, ISO9001, and manufac­
ture is in accordance with the new 
European CE standard. In Aus­
tralia they are Waterways ap­
proved and exceed the require­
ment of A YF Rule 16.1. 

SECUMAR lifejackets have a 
slim profile,- are easy to don and 
adjust, and offer total freedom of 
movement. The company manu­
factures four styles of combina­
tion inflatable lifejacket with inte­
grated yachtsman safety harness. 
Three of these units, the 15KSL, 
Bolero 150 and Ultra 150, are de­
signed for use offshore and with 
foul weather gear. They have a 
buoyancy rating of 165N - almost 

I Pictured 
V200 
Long 
Vest 

twice as much as the standard 
PFDl or coastal lifejacket which 
have a buoyancy rating of 87N. 
The Survival inflatable lifejacket 
can be worn with an immersion 
suit and has a buoyancy rating of 
300N. 

Further information: Graham 
Murray, M.O.S.S . Australia, 
phone 02 899 4747. 

Australian 
Standard 

AS 1512 
Lie 1442 P.F.D. 

Type 1 

S tormy Seas? Stands for SAFETY, Comfort & Peace of Mind. 
Saves Lives? Hey, ask Darryl Porter (Carrum, Victoria) our latest survivor. 

For Darryl's story and other information contact John 018 124 340 
or Helen 018 127 430. 

STORMY SEAS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD• 59 NEWTOWN RD, HOBART 7008 
PH: 018 124 34 0 OR (002) 281 535 FAX: (002) 487 042 
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There have been many 
changes in marine radio 

communications in recent 
years - to equipment, 

services and the operational 
requirements necessary to 

ensure that communication 
will be satisfactory, as Derek 

Barnard of Penta Comstat 
explains. 

C hanges in radio equipment 
have kept pace with the dra­
matic changes to computers. 

Most new marine radios are in fact partly 
computer and partly radio transceiver 
and computers are used to control many 
of the services provided by coast stations. 

Marine VHF only be~ame available 
to pleasure craft in the mid to late seven­
ties and for several years the equipment 
was very basic and services were very 
limited. Many of the early model VHF 
radios were crystal controlled with about 
twelve to twenty channels fitted but this 
was ample for the services available. 

VHF had for many years been the 
standard means of communication for 
port control operations internationally. 
With the rapid acceptance of the system 
with pleasure craft, VHF services ex­
panded rapidlywithmost Limited Coast 
Stations around the country providing 
a service on VHF as well as 27 Mhz. 

Repeater stations installed mainly by 
the volunteer rescue groups are able to 
overcome the main disadvantage of VHF 
- the limited range between vessels -
and any vessel can communicate 
through a repeater with any other ves­
sel or limited coast station within range 
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Australian round-the-world solo yachtsman, David Adams: "today's technology means there's more than 
just the Gods looking over us." 

of the repeater. Repeaters work on du­
plex channels with the transmitter 're­
peating' any signal heard by it's receiver. 
Because they are usually located on top 
of high hills or mountains, the repeaters 
provide good communication over dis­
tances that would otherwise only be 
possible with HF radio equipment. 

Telstra introduced Seaphone serv­
ices on VHF and have extended this 
over recent years with installation now 
covering most of the east Australian 
seaboard and most other main boating 
areas. 

The Seaphone service works on du­
plex channels and with the number of 
channels used in this service together 
with the repeater channels, distress and 
safety, ship to ship and ship to shore, 
port control and other services most of 
the 55 international VHF channels are 
required to use all the services available. 

Many of the VHF marine radios now 
available have a telephone keypad form­
ing part of the front panel controls while 
others can be fitted with a special keypad 
microphone. With these facilities it is 
possible for vessels registered with 

Telstra to make ship to shore telephone 
calls direct from the radio and to check 
with the computer for any traffic and be 
automatically connected to the caller. 

The advances in radio/ computer 
technology have resulted in an increase 
in the acceptance of HF radio for me­
dium/ long range communications. The 
range of VHF is limited to line-of- sight 
distance between any two stations. Out­
side the area of VHF coverage, the alter­
natives are satellite or HF radio. Satel­
lite communications are clear and free 
of interference much the same as VHF. 
The difference is that any communica­
tions through a satellite cost money. 
The advantage of HF is that transmis­
sion time is free of cost. 

The wide range of frequencies avail­
able in the HF band enable communica­
tions between any two HF radios from 
almost anywhere in the world. The 
standard marine HF radio of 10 years 
ago had 5 - 10 channels fitted covering 
the frequency range of 2 - 6 MHz now 
comes complete with hundreds of chan­
nels over a frequency range up to 25 
Mhz. The old manual antenna tuning 



units that had to be carefully adjusted 
each time the operator changed channel 
have been replaced by an automatic 
tuner that 'thinks' and has a 'memory'. 

The main problem with HF commu­
nications is that they are generally noisy 
with interference from other stations as 
well as atmospheric static. Another prob­
lem is determining which band to use to 
contact other stations at different dis­
tances and time of day. Both these prob­
lems have both been largely overcome 
with the development of Selcall - a dig­
ital means of selective calling and sta­
tion identification. 

Selcall has been used for many years 
in commercial VHF and UHF systems 
and even on UHF CB. It has now been 
developed by Australian radio manu­
facturers for HF communications. Selcall 
encode (transmission of calls) is fitted as 
standard on all Codan 8528 transceiv­
ers. Selcall decode (reception) is avail­
able as an option. Full Selcall is fitted as 
standard to the Barrett 550 transceiver 
and can be fitted as an extra to most 
other HF radio transceivers. 

All HF transceivers fitted with Selcall 
have a 4-digit identification number 
usually referred to as the Selcall I.D. 
Stations maintaining a Selcall watch are 
usually scanning a number of channels 
- up to eight in Selcall mute. Selcall mute 
keeps the receiver quiet until it receives 
a Selcall addressed to the radio's 4-digit 
I.D. 

The station calling enters the I.D. of 
the station they wish to , call and the 
radio transmits a digital code which is 
decoded by the called radio. The called 
radio sends a series of short beeps 
(known as a revertive call) back to the 
radio calling to confirm the call has been 
received then gives an audible alarm to 
alert the operator who can then respond 
with a normal voice communication. 
Late model transceivers with a digital 
display also indicate the 4-digit I.D. of 
the station calling. 

Selcall does not improve the quality 
of HF communications but it does en­
able direct and positive contact on the 
most useable working frequencies with 
any station maintaining a Selcall watch. 
Penta Comstat introduced a Selcall serv­
ice in January 1992 on all their HF work­
ing channels and Telstra stations now 
provide a similar service on most of 
their radiophone channels. 

The difference between Selcall and 

Derek Barnard and wife Jeanine operate Penta Comstat VZX located at Holgate near Gosford on the NSW central 
coast. Penta Comstat is a private radio station providing a general communications and safety service with 
special service facilities for their Members. 

voice calling is that the caller knows the 
call has been received (by listening for 
the revertive call) and the station called 
has been alerted to the call (and on dis­
play model radios, the identity of the 
caller). All this is achieved by pressing 
less buttons than making a telephone call. 

Vessels that can receive Selcall are 
able to enjoy the peace and quiet of 
some secluded anchorage whether it be 

Telstra and ·Penta Comstat provide a 
Tone Calling service to enable the op­
erator to be contacted on working chan­
nels. 

More on Se/call in the next issue of 
OFFSHORE. 

For more information on Penta Com­
stat services phone (043) 651966 or fax 
(043) 651494 for an information enve­
lope. ..IA 

in Broken Bay, the 
Whitsundays or a 
South Pacific island 
- and be instantly 
contactable if re­
quired-without the 
need to listen to any 
other traffic. If the 
operator is away 
from the radio 
when called, the ra­
dio stores the de­
tails of the received 
calls in memory and 
calling stations can 
be called back. 

BARRETT 

Tone calling is a 
cheaper option 
which offers most 
of the advantages of 
Selcall transmit - it 
alerts the operator 
of a call - but it does 
not provide identi­
fication of either the 
caller or the station 
called. Tone Calling 
has been used by 
the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service for 
many years for af­
ter hours emer­
gency contact. 

HF Transceivers 
AO YAl R. 11NC ( TWTM ) 

DOCTO~ SEAl'!CE MDl'HONE 
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Philip Collins 
& Associates Pty Ltd 

02 416 8799 
Ba Moore Avenue • West Lindfie/d • NSW 2070 • Fax 02 416 876 I 
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Above: Even two-up the Magic 25 was easily handled in this light breeze. Inset: Within weight limits up to three of the crew can sail the Magic 25 from out on the wire. 

to 2.3m which is the width of a 40' con­
tainer. In keeping with current skiff 
thinking it has a relatively narrow 
waterline beam. The flared topsides add 
"effective freeboard" making the boat 
comparatively dry while allowing it to 
maintain its sport look. 

The Magic 25 looks enormously pow­
erful for its size, 7.6m (24'6") LOA, with 
sail area / displacement ratio of 30.9 and 
a displacment length of 2.92. It certainly 
represents a massive advancement over 
more traditional designs and will pro­
vide the subsequent performance ad­
vances. 

Rig development is one area in which 
IMA have clearly used their skiff back­
ground. The triple-spreader, pre-bent 
carbon mast will deliver security and 
performance at a rarely seen level in 
boats over 20 feet. The responsiveness 

of the mast has eliminated the need for 
a backstay and allowed more roach to 
be added to the main. 

The one design requirement of the 
Magic 25 will see working sails and the 
asymmetrical spinnaker cut by Anson 
Sails in Sydney using the latest compu­
ter drive hardware from a standard 
specification cloth. The working sail area 
is 36 sq m (387 sq ft) with a big roached 
mainsail with full length battens in the 
upper half and short battens at the lower 
half of the sail. 

The asymmetrical spinnaker is set 
from a carbon fibre pole which slides in 
and out of the stem, with simple con­
trols running back into the cockpit. 

The Magic 25 will have strict class 
controls, limiting total crew weight, 
with the number of crew on trapeze also 
being governed by weight. 

An innovative feature is the anodised 
extruded alloy keel with a 360kg bulb 
which can be lifted for easy trailing or 
container shipment. 

The price? An attractive $49,500 
ready to sail, with Anson sails, a 3.5hp 
outboard motor and a trailer. 

There is already a class association 
with strict rules in place. Rule 1 is: "It is 
the responsibility of all Magic 25 sailors 
to have fun ." 

And that's what the Magic 25 is all 

about. ../A 

MAGIC 25 SAILSPORT 
LOA 7.46m (24'6") 
LWL 6.7m (22'0") 

Bmax 2.30m ((7'6.5") 
Draft 1.67m (5' 6 11

) 

Sail area 36 sq m (387 sq ft) Weight 
950 kg (2100 lb) 
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