


Sailors wanted. Huge reward. 

What's more rewarding than a choice of superb 
six and eight-cylinder engines? A revolutionary 
Steptronic dual-mode transmission which can 
read the driver's mind? An advanced electronic 
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stability control system which seems to challenge 
the laws of physics? What's more rewarding? 

· The satisfaction of driving the 1998 BMW 5 
Series. Come and see. Come and drive. 
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COVER: Bob Steel's Nelson/Marek 43, Quest on her 
way to an IMS overall win in the 50th Brisbane to 
Gladstone Race at Easter. A record 194 yachts 
competed. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge). 

ABOVE: Crossing tacks soon after the start of the 50th 
Brisbane to Gladstone ocean race. (Pie - Ian 
Mainsbridge) 

LEn: Antifouling advice is a feature article in 
Offshore's Yacht Maintenance feature in this issue. 

NEXT ISSUE: Previews of Sydney - Gold Coast Race, 
Hayman Island Big Boat Series, Hamilton Island Race 
Week in Queensland, the Kenwood Cup in Hawaii and 
SOCOG's 1998 Pre-Olympic Regatta on Sydney Harbour. 
Reports on "The Examiner" Three Peaks Race in 
Tasmania and the final legs of the Whitbread Round the 
World Race for the Volvo Trophy. 
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Queensland's blue water 
yacht racing history was 
covered in glory when 
many past winning 
skippers and four sailors 
from the original race 
answered the call to arms 
to celebrate the Golden 
Anniversary CUB Brisbane 
to Gladstone race over 
Easter. Ian Grant reports. 

T:e spectacular festival of sail, 
made possible by the record fleet 
f 194 conventional keel yachts 

and 32 multihull craft, racing in separate 
events but starting from the S3!Ile line at 
the same time, created an unprecedented 
scene on Brisbane's Moreton Bay on 
Good Friday, 1998. 

It was a rewarding moment for the 
Queensland Cruising Yacht Oub race 
director and recently elected Life Mem
ber Herb Prendergast, who had both the 
vision and energy to make this special 
event the greatest yacht race Queensland 
has ever seen. 

Apart from watching the second 
largest yacht race fleet in Australian off
shore racing history ( only the 50th Syd
ney to Hobart was bigger) the record 
80,000 spectators on the land, and thou
sands more on the water, were treated to 
a full air show by the RAAF Roulettes 
aerobatic team. 

It was certainly a proud moment for 
four 'Old Salts' - John Bourne, Allan 
Gray, Keith Brain and Greg Cavill - who 
set sail into the unknown with the first 
race fleet to Gladstone back in 1949. 
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Famous cutter Solo came out of retirement in the Whitsundays to contest the 50th Brisbane to Gladstone race. 
In the 1950s and early 60s Solo took line honours five times and won on handicap twice. (Pie - Dal Harper). 

Bourne, Gray and Brain combined to 
win the inaugural race on handicap with 
the 28ft gaff rigged canoe stem sloop Sea 
Prince while Greg Cavill crewed on the 
original line honours winner Hoana. 

A page in their respective career log 
books was set aside for the golden 
anniversary. Greg Cavill, owner of the 
1955 race line honours winner and race 
record holder Flying Saucer invited 

four of her 1955 race crew, Bill Warlow, 
Col Johnson, Danny Burchill and Bill 
Pryke, to relive old memories. John 
Bourne, Allan Gray and Keith Brain 
stood their watches on [Ai.,. ;.-~-

tleship Gray and Hammer ~ :ii 
in the 50th race. 



Top: The record fleet in the 50th Brisbane to Gladstone race is spread across Moreton Bay as the golden 
anniversary race gets underway on Good Friday - 194 monohull yachts and 32 multihulls started. In the 
foreground is line honours winner Hammer of Queensland (light blue hull and sai l number 7). (Pie - Ian 
Mainsbridge) Above right The winners of the 50th Brisbane to Gladstone race - line honours went to 
Hammer of Queensland, crossing ahead of IMS overall winner Quest, not long after the start of the historic 
race. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) Above left: South Passage, the graceful schooner owned by the Sail Training 
Association of Queensland, made a striking picture as she headed north to Gladstone. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

Queensland Blue Water yacht racing his
tory. 

Mahra, a 38ft yawl built by Jack 
Whereat at Bulimba in 1912 and owned 
by the Spencer family for 56 years, was 
given the honour as a first fleet competi
tor to lead the fleet out to the start. 

As expected, it was wall to wall sails 
on the start line with the usual crescendo 
of commands and demands when the big 

fleet was sent away from a perfect line on 
a test of ocean racing that proved to be 
spiced with drama and shattered dreams. 

There was elation on the decks of 
Arthur Bloore' s Hammer Of Queensland, 
Bob Steel's Quest from Sydney and Bill 
Wild's Gold Coast based Mumm 36, 
Thiess Process Engineering, when they 
shared the honours out of the starting 
box and into the demanding slog against 

Line Honours: 
1. Hammer Of Queensland (Arthur 
Bloore, QCYC) 22.52m Kell Steinmann 
pocket maxi, elapsed time 1-18-04-32. 
2. Gold Coast Signs Innkeeper (Harley 
Cowlishaw, QCYC) 18.2m Kell Stein
mann pocket maxi, 1-18-48-15. 
3. Bundy Bobsled (Kerry Spencer, ROYS) 
20.0m Kell Steinmann pocket maxi, 1-19-
37-52. 

IMS (overall): 
1. Quest (Bob Steel, CYCA) Nelson 
Marek 43, corrected time 1-12-42-15. 
2. No Fearr (Carey Ramm, Townsville 
MBC) Farr/Cookson 39, 1-12-50-28 .• 
3. Atara (Roger Hickman, CYCA) Lyons 
43, 1-13-09-20. 

Racer Div: 
1. Quest. 
2. Atara. 
3. The Last Picasso (Bob Robertson) 

Cruiser Racer Div: 
1. No Fearr 
2. Love & War (Peter Kurts, CYCA) S&S 
47, 1-13-16-49. 
3. Yendys (Geoffrey Ross, CYCA) 
Beneteau 53, 1-14-03-12. 

ARBITRARY: 
1 . Quest, corrected time 1-18-32-08. 
2. Great Escape (Duncan McKellar, MYC) 
Jon Sayer 50, 1-18-46-42. 
3. Seaduction (Bill Cutts, MYC) 
Northshore 38, 19-40-30. 

CHS: 
1. Scampi A (Ross Perrins/Shane Cor
bett, ROYS) Peter Norlin IOR half tanner, 
corrected time 2-6-11-54. 
2. Thiess Process Engineering (Bill Wild, 
ROYS) Mumm 36, 2-6-16-26. 
3. Koomooloo (Michael Freebaim, ROYS) 
Kaufmann ex IOR 41 , 2-6-19-48 3. 

Special Performance Hep: 
1. Emotional Hooligan (Marcus Black
more, RPAYC) Mumm 36, SPH 1.051 . 
2. No Fearr, 1.049. 
3. Thiess Process Engineering, 1.048 3. 

Veteran Div: 
1. Scampi A, corrected time 1-19-34-29. 
2. Spellbound Liquidator (Neil 
Moran,P.C.S.C) 1-19-50-29. 
3. Thylacine (Mike Phillips, PCSC) Dun
canson 34, 1-20-07-36. 

Cruising: 
1. Seaduction 83 points. 
2. Grey Seal (Barry Hayward, SVC) 
Phantom 40, 66pts. 
3. Fortress (John Pforr, QCYC) Her
reschoff ketch, 55.15pts. 
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With Double Island Point lighthouse in the background, the Queensland yacht Storm, from Airlie Beach, two-sail reaches north in the 50th Brisbane to Gladstone race 
which attracted a record 194 starters, plus 32 multihulls. (Pie · Richard Bennett) 

a soft 5-8 knot seabreeze. 
The big boat tacticians on Hammer Of 

Queensland, Gold Coast Signs Innkeeper 
and race record holder Bundy-Bobsled had 
ruled a line through the record chase 
before their headsails were trimmed for 
the second tack. 

Bobsled had set the record for the 308 
nautical mile race in 1993 with the 
remarkable time of 21hrs 59min 43sec 
and there were no record-breaking winds 
in the forecast for the Easter weekend. 

As the huge fleet converged on the 
first mark of the course in Moreton Bay, 
Quest, a Nelson Marek 43, pressed hard 
on the quarter wake of Hammer. Close 
astern came the Inglis 50 from Mooloola
ba, G-Wizz (Phillip Gray), Morning Mist 
111 (Peter Sorensen) from Sydney, the 
defending champion from Townsville, 
No Fearr (Carey Ramm) and the two 
Mumm 36s, Thiess Process Engineering 
and Emotional Hooligan (Marcus Black
more). 

Also well placed as they cleared the 
bay were the Murray-designed ABN 
AMRO Ozallenge (Ray Roberts), winner 
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of the Sydney-Mooloolaba race a week 
before, and The Last Picasso (Bob Robert
son) from Mooloolaba. 

Veteran past winner Peter Kurts and 
his Love & War crew, including son 
Simon , Peter Shipway and John Wm
ning, also showed that the 25 year old 
and dual Sydney-Hobart race winner still 
had a good turn of speed. The graceful 
S&S 47 was in the top 15 to clear Moreton 
Bay. 

However, the race strategy changed 
dramatically when a violent thunder
storm spoilt what looked likely to be a 
pleasant first night's sail into light head
winds under a full moon. 

The storm lashed the fleet with hail, 
lightning, torrential rain and rig busting 
50 knot squalls which resulted in red 
wine stains on the cruiser class saloon 
carpets, floating floorboards, rigs in the 
sea, broken booms on the deck and tat
tered sails flapping from the halyards. 

The 54 nautical mile stretch of water 
between Caloundra Fairway and Double 
Island Point was turned into a graveyard 
of Gladstone race dreams. IMS racer class 

favourite ABN AMRO Challenge radioed 
she was out of the race with her carbon 
fibre mast broken. The crew of the 
Mumm 36 Sea (Ian Bennetts) were out too 
after they cut the rig away. 

Another 34 yachts filled an extensive 
list of retirements with various damage 
and disappointment for the crews who 
had planned to join in the race celebra
tions when they reached the port of Glad
stone. 

Laurabada celebrated her 46th consecu
tive race with the drama of floating floor
boards. Skipper Ivan Holm Jnr, sailing 
his 23rd race on the majestic ketch, said: 
"It was fresh and frightening, we drove 
away taking a bit of width hoping no one 
was to leeward." 

"The old girl had stem to stem water 
over the deck and still managed to hit 
incredible hull speed, let's say all of us 
were a little pleased when the torm 
passed", Holm said. 

There was more torm 
storm when the \-\-ind , 
cast to cany a ,::-v,.i.a,c:." e, 
bent back o a. h. ~, .... .,.. 
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viding a supreme test of navigation, tac
tics and technique to resolve the Golden 
Anniversary trophy winners. 

At dawn on day two the fleet, led by 
Hammer Of Queensland was predictably 
making a slow pace up the ocean beach 
off Fraser Island. The smart tacticians had 
one eye on the depth sounder and the 
other focused for the advantage line out 
of any marginal wind shifts that came 
their way. 

Honours for the IMS were up for 
grabs. Quest, utilising the experience 
which sailing master Ron Jacobs gained 
from his win with No Fearr the previous 
year, held a top three chance with the 
Sydney-based Lyons 44 Atara (Roger 
Hickman) and No Fearr when they 
cleared Lady Elliott Island. 

The final 83 miles across the top of 
Hervey Bay was a test of ch~~cter with 
some tacticians electing to shoot for the 
angles. 

Hammer of Queensland, dragged along 
by her big new asymmetrical spinnaker 
sheeted from a prodder, reached her best 
speeds sitting on high 11-plus averages, 
only to face an ebb tide and fading land 
breeze when she entered Gladstone Har
bour shortly after 0100 hours on Sunday 
morning. 

With her third line honours victory 
in sight, she sailed the final eight miles 
in reasonable time only to be becalmed 
100 metres from the finish. Hammer 
finally crossed at 0432 hours for an 
elapsed time of 1 day 18 hours 04 min
utes 32 seconds for a race average of 
7.32 knots. 

Gold Coast Signs Innkeeper, sailed by a 
syndicate of Southport sailors, won her 
match race with Bundy Bobsled to finish 43 
minutes 43 seconds astern of Hammer and 
49 min 37 sec clear of Bundy Bobsled. 
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Queensland yachts The Last Picasso (Old 1) and Corum (HKG 1088 c oss tacks ahead of the Sydney boats 
Atara (8000) and ABN AMRO Challenge (8887)shortly after the star; ' · 50th Brisbne to Gladstone race. 
(Pie· Ian Mainsbridge) . 

Quest finished sixth, just 37 seconds 
off the stem of the Farr 50 Morning Mist 
111 to set the benchmark for the IMS fleet 
to beat. 

Owner Bob Steel looked reasonably 
relaxed when they saved their time on No 
Fearr with a 1 hour 23 minute 06 second 
advantage in elapsed time. Sailing mas
ter Ron Jacobs had done his sums and 
was not surprised when Quest was offi
cially declared the overall IMS class win
ner by 8 minutes 13 seconds over 
Townsville's No Fearr. 

Third place, another 18 minutes 52 
seconds back, went to the consistent 
Roger Hickman and the Atara crew. Love 
& War revelled in the long windward 
slog to show why she is rated as one of 
Australia's greatest yachts ever, finishing 
fourth, 7 minutes 29 seconds off the stem 
of Atara. 

Quest, with a rating 0.9479, also won 
the overall Arbitrary handicap with a rel
atively comfortable margin over the 
Mooloolaba Yacht Club sloops Great 
Escape (Duncan McKellar) on 0.9000 and 
Seaduction (Bill Cutts) on 0.7786. 

Dual Gladstone race winner Scampi A 
(Ross Perrins /Shane Corbett) scored a 4 
minute 32 second win in the Channel 
Handicap class from the Mumm 36 Thiess 
Process Engineering. The 1968 Sydney to 
Hobart race winner Koomooloo (Michael 
Freebairn) made a welcome return to 
ocean racing with a deserved third place, 
only 7 minutes 54 seconds behind Scampi 
A. 

''The ast -
she broke'' 
IMS favorite for the 50th 
Brisbane to Gladstone race, 
ABN AMRO Challenge, 
broke her mast in a violent 
storm on the first night at 
sea. Rob Mundie was 
aboard. 

Everything seemed so perfect ... ABN 
AMRO Challenge was fresh from a 

win in the Sydney to Mooloolaba race 
and, not surprisingly, was a pre-race 
favourite for the 50th anniversary Bris
bane to Gladstone. 

The preparation had been spot on -
right down to owner Ray Roberts and 
Michael "Spiesy" Spies carrying out a 
spectacular shopping raid on the local 
supermarket...an effort which led to 
"Spiesy" preparing two magnificent 
casseroles the afternoon before the start. 
We would eat well. 

Sadly, we never did get to sample the 
casseroles. Less than 12 hours into the 308 
nautical mile classic - around 9pm - , e 
heard a massive explosion come from the 
mast at deck level. The noise left us in no 
doubt that something serious hap-
pened. A crewman rushed "th 
a torch and in a spli ::: 
news we didn't need -



mast's broken." 
There was an air of disbelief among 

those of us trimming sails back in the ash
tray. The carbon fibre mast was still there. 

We looked up. "Shit. Get the sails off 
now," came the frantic call. 

The mast was performing like a cut 
snake - gyrating, wriggling, bending, 
twisting. It was certain to come crashing 
down at any second. Our race was run. 

From the outset it seemed the odds 
were stacked against the Sydney 46 
grand prix racer and her crew. We 
arrived at the start with plenty of time to 
spare, but still minus two crew - one 
being the navigator. They were sched
uled to fly in from Sydney on the early 
ilight, but it almost wasn't early enough. 
The plane finished up doing a scenic tour 
around the skies over Brisbane for half an 
hour waiting for clearance to land. The 
boys were eventually delivered to us by 
speedboat. 

We were close to countdown mode 
when it was discovered the mainsail 
could not be hoisted. A problem with the 
pin in the pulley on the double-purchase 
halyard system. 

The bowman was at the masthead 
belting the crap out of something and try
ing to fix the thing when the 10 minute 
gun went. He was still there at the five ... 

With 90 seconds to go the bowman 
arrived back on deck (minus his expen
sive watch which had taken a dive from 
the masthead). The mainsail went up. 

All pre-start planning that was devel
oped with helmsman Cameron Miles 
had gone out the door. It was a case of 
trying to find a gap near the leeward end 
of the line and plugging into it. 

When the gun went we were in the 
second row. There was bumping, grind
ing, shoving and shouting as we tried 
desperately to get free of the massive 
windbreak that trapped us. 

Within one minute there was a breath 
of fresh air and ABN immediately 
slipped into top gear, then overdrive. The 
upwind ability of this optimised Murray, 
Burns and Dovell 46 (a development of 
the standard masthead Sydney 46) was 
soon seen to be staggering. 

When we settled down for the three 
mile beat to the first mark we were eighth 
in fleet. But we struggled to get our 
brains into gear and soon found our
selves out of phase on some big shifts. 

Finally the orchestra began playing in 
tune and we got to the first mark with 
Hammer of Queensland first and Bob 

Steel's Quest right on our bow in second 
spot. 

In no time at all we climbed out over 
Quest and moved into second spot. It was 
the long haul across Moreton Bay 
towards Moreton Island. 

The trip out of the bay brought more 
drama ... a near grounding on a sand 
bank, then a wrong tum at the mark. 
When would things settle down, we 
asked. 

As we sailed away from Caloundra 
into a stiff nor' -easter it was essential we 
kept the weight on the rail. No casserole 
tonight - just cold party pies and choco
late. The deck frogs were soon making 
themselves heard. 

Throughout the day we had watched 
storm clouds brew in the southern sky. 
Soon after dark it was obvious the entire 
fleet was going to cop a bit of a blow -
with plenty of lightning in accompani
ment - from the south west. 

We were 10 miles north of Noosa and 
third in fleet behind Hammer and Innkeep
er when we copped our first taste of the 
blow. The wind went haywire for a while 
then bang, in it came ... 20 knots, 25 knots, 
then a bit more. 

We put the .6oz chute on and tried to 
settle things down. What followed 
wasn't the best sailing experience. We 
charged north into the left-over nor'east
erly head sea. It was like sailing out 
through the surf. The banging and crash
ing that came as we thumped into each 
head sea was something else. But it all 
couldn't be too bad because the .6 was 
still hanging in there. 

The scene remained encouraging 
though. We were right in on the beach 
and gaining rapidly on the leaders which 
we could clearly see out to sea, still sail
ing upwind. 

Next thing came the big bang. The 
very expensive carbon mast was broken. 

It literally sheered at the deck then 
compressed onto itself. The vang fitting 
stopped it from sinking any deeper into 
the hull because it jammed on the deck 
collar. 

With the rigging loose the mast went 
mad. But somehow it stayed there. We 
got the sails down while still running 
downwind - the helmsman trying des
perately to keep a smooth track. In the 
middle of it all ABN went through an 
involuntary gybe. Blokes dived every
where, sure the rig would come down. 
More drama. Young Luc Downe hit the 
deck so hard he dislocated his shoulder. 

By using lines as Spanish windlasses 
on the loose rigging then attaching hal
yards and the check stays to the perime
ter of the deck we slowly but surely got 
the rig under control. It had a massive S
bend in it, but it was still erect. 

An hour after the big bang we turned 
and began the 30 mile motor back to 
Mooloolaba. 

Theories developed on the cause. The 
general consensus was that it was torsion 
that came via the shock loads on the vang 
and the mainsail pushing on the leeward 
spreaders. The fact that the front of the 
mast was trying to compress on the mast 
collar probably didn't help. 

That was the theory from the laymen. 
The experts would do the complete 
analysis. 

When we arrived in Mooloolaba we 
donated the casseroles and the rest of the 
perishables to local cruising families. We 
then drove to Gladstone (you had to be 
there for the party at least) stopping in 
Hervey Bay for a consolatory lunch of 
mud crab and chilled white wine. 

Somehow, we think that the lunch 
was better than the casseroles. jj 

Seagull's view of the carbon fibre mast of race favourite 
ABN AMRO Challenge as she heads to sea in the 50th 
Brisbane to Gladstone, but her race ended some nine 
hours later in a mast-breaking storm off the Sunshine 
Coast. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 
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Australia will field a strong 
team to defend the 1998 
Kenwood Cup offshore 
racing series in Hawaii in 
August. Peter Campbell 
previews this important 

event in the Pacific. 

S
ydney yachtsman Bob Steel has 

joined fellow Cruising Yacht Club of 

Australia members Syd Fischer and 

Ray Roberts in putting together a strong 

team to defend the Kenwood Cup Hawaii 

International Offshore Series in August -

and has bought a new boat for the task. 

Steel (Quest) and Fischer (Ragamuffin), 

along with Victorian Giorgio Gjergja (Aus

maid) won the Cup in 1996, giving a much

needed fillip to the status of Australian ocean 

racing after several years in the doldrums. 

Fischer is backing up again with his Farr 

50, Ragamuffin, arguably the fastest IMS 50 

in the world, and Roberts will go to Hawaii 

for the first time with his impressive new 

Sydney 46 grand prix racer, ABN AMRO 

Challenge. 

Steel wi ll campaign a new Quest, the 

US-built one-year-old Nelson/Marek 46 

which has been racing successfully out of 

Melbourne as Young Australia, including 

placing sixth overall in the 1997 Telstra Syd

ney to Hobart. The new boat is being opti

mised for the Kenwood Cup, including 

"padding" the hull and a new keel , and will 

be re-named Quest. This will bring her up to 

par with her sistership, Bright Star, the 

impressive IMS winner of this year's Key 

West Race Week in the USA. 
Steel has changed boats on a winning 

note, taking out IMS overall first place in the 
50th Brisbane to Gladstone race with the 
original Quest, a Nelson/Marek 43 with 
which he has had considerable success 
over the past four years. That boat has been 
sold to Brisbane yachtsman Kevin Miller. 

Australia is in a strong position to retain 
the Kenwood Cup although the opposition 

''The team has also 
received sponsorship, from 

the shipping line P&O 
Nedlloyd much-appreciated 

support for an Australian 
team planning an overseas 

challenge!' 
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In quest of another 
Ken Cup 

Bob Steel 's new Quest (sail number S 4606) racing as Motorola Young Australia in the Telstra Southern 
Cross Cup regatta in Sydney. The 46-footer has joined Ragamuffin and ABN AMRO Challenge in Australia's 
team for the Kenwood Cup (Pie- Peter Campbell) 

will be tough, with the USA, Japan, New 
Zealand and Europe all expected to field top 
teams. Early entries include Flash Gordon 
3, the Farr 49 which was topscoring yacht in 
the winning US team at the 1997 Cham
pagne Mumm Admiral's Cup, Starlight 
Express from New Zealand, and the 1997 
Telstra Sydney to Hobart winner, Karl Kwok's 
Farr 49 Beau Geste from Hong Kong-China. 

The team has also received sponsor
ship, from the shipping line P&O Nedlloyd 
much-appreciated support for an Australian 
team planning an overseas challenge. 

The sale of Young Australia to Bob Steel 
is one of a number of significant sales made 
by prominent yachtsman Ron Jacobs of 
PBS, the international yacht brokers based 
at Bayview on Sydney's northern waterway 
of Pittwater. PBS are the Australian agents 
for the new Sydney 40 1 D, chosen as the 
"middle" boat for the 1999 Admiral's Cup in 
England. The first Australian buyer is Pittwa
ter yachtsman Ron Jones while the second 
is Melbourne's David Gotze who has sold 
his Reichel/Pugh 43 Brighton Starto CYCA 
member Rob Kothe. 

Jacobs, who sailed aboard Quest in the 
recent races in Queensland waters and will 
be aboard at the Kenwood Cup, has also 
brokered the sale of the Melbourne Farr 50 

Morning Mist Ill to Sydney 18-footer sailor 
Peter Sorensen, Julie Hodder and Stan 
Zemanek, and the sale of Andrew Stra
chan's Farr 47 Ninety Seven to Sydney 
yachtsman Graham Gibson who previously 
raced Drake's Prayer. 

Another boost to the CYCA fleet wi ll be 
No Fearr, the champion Queensland Farr 
39 which has been sold by Townsvi lle 
yachtsman Carey Ramm to CYCA mem
bers Andrew Wiesner and Tom Simpson. 

According to Jacobs, the upsurge in 
sales of IMS yachts is because yachts
men are seeing stability in the IMS Rule. 
"While some of the sales have been 
changeovers by well known and success
ful yacht owners, we are also seeing a 
significant influx of new owners into IMS 
racing ," Jacobs says. 

"There is also growing Australian interest 
in the new Sydney 40 1 D, with three on 
order for local yachtsmen. We will have two 
racing at Hayman Island and Hamilton 
Island in August. 

"I think the key to further development of 
local fleets is for the combined clubs to stage 
owner/driver regattas through the summer 
season. These are proving highly successful 
in North America and in Europe," Jacobs 
added. jj 
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CHRIS CALDECOAT 
Mobile 0411 751 573 
A/H (61 2) 9999 0092 

INTERNATIONAL YACHTS 
MARI NF DEALERS & BROKF.RAGF 

Gibson Marina 1710 Pittwater Road, Bayview NSW 2104 
Ph/Fax (61 2) 9979 9780 Ph 9979 9755 

AUSTRALIAN AGENTS FOR ... 
INTRODUCING e 

THE NEW! SYDNEY AC f 40 ONE DESIGN 
** SYDNEY 36 Cruiser Racer ** SYDNEY 46 Cruiser Racer 

** SYDNEY 41 Cruiser Racer 
** SYDNEY Grand Prix 46 Racer ** SYDNEY 60 Cruiser Racer 

BASHFORD' 
INTERNAT ONAL 

"NORTHSHORE NSX" 

A competitive_yacht in excellent condition with a 
cruising fit out. Extensive sail inventory. Ideal Division 

One inshore or offshore IMS. 
$167,000. 

SELECTED PERFORMANCE YACHTS 
35' Cape 35 IMS Racer 
35' J35 IMS Cruiser/Racer CAT1 safety 
36' Julson 36 Grand Prix Racer 
36' Elliott 36 Racer 
36' MUMM 36 
37' lngliss 37 ADDICTION 
38' Northshore NSX 4 from 
39' FARR C/R NO FEARR 
39' FARR Cruiser/Racer IMS Winner 
40' FARR 3 from 
40' FARR IMS winner 
41' Sydney 41 Cruiser/Racer 3 from 
42' IMS Racer 94 boat 
42' Lyons Competitive IMS boat 
43' Farr 43 Excellent value race boat 
43' Nelson Marek 43 QUEST 
44' VANDERSTAT club cruiser/racer 
44' Reichel Pugh BRIGHTON STAR 
46' N/M 46 YOUNG AUSTRALIA 
47' Elliott 47 PHS C/R 
47' Farr Racer NINETY SEVEN 
50' FARR 50 MORNING MIST 

$120,000 
$137,500 
$168,000 
$147,000 
$180,000 

SOLD 
$167,000 

SOLD 
$320,000 

$75,000 
$280,000 
$285,000 
$250,000 
$275,000 
$118,000 

SOLD 
$187,000 

SOLD 
SOLD 

$320,000 
SOLD 
SOLD 

"CHRISTINE JAY Il'' 

~ 

SYDNEY 41 launched in August 1996 
this boat is an excellent example of this production 

cruiser racer offering the best of both worlds. 
Offers around $290,000. 

"ELLIOTT 36 IMS" 
Entry level 

grand prix 

race boat 

with latest 

optimised 

keel and 

rudder from 

Iain Murray 

& Assoc. 

This boat 

comes with new North 3DL sails. Turn key and go. 

$147,000. 

CALL RON JACOBS AT PBS FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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Marchioness, line honours winner 
of the Sydney to Mooloolaba race, 
reaches up the NSW North Coast 

under a shy spinnaker. (Pie -
Richard Bennett) 

The 35th Sydney - Mooloolaba race not only attracted the biggest fleet in 
almost a decade, it saw the best IMS and PHS competition in years, plus a 

new CHS division. Peter Campbell reports. 

here were many winners from this 
year's Sydney to Mooloolaba race, 
Middle Harbour Yacht Club's 35th 

annual ocean race to Queensland waters 
and the traditional final race of the sum
mer season for the Sydney ocean racing 
fleet. 

The 469 nautical mile race attracted an 
excellent fleet of 64 boats from New 
South Wales, Queensland and Victoria, 
the largest in nine years and certainly one 
of the highest quality racing under IMS, 
PHS and, for the first time, CHS handi
cap categories. Adding interest was the 
new Logan Oassic division for classic 
yachts and yachts that "cruise in style." 

The race had added significance in 
that it was a feeder to the 50th Brisbane to 
Gladstone race over Easter; with nearly 
half the fleet joining the massive line-up 
for the golden anniversary event. 
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The clear winners from the 1998 Syd
ney-Mooloolaba race were: 

• Middle Harbour Yacht Club: The 
status of the race on the East Australian 
yachting calendar should be a significant 
help for the club in its bid to regain spon
sorship for the 1999 race. 

• Australia's defence of the Kenwood 
Cup in Hawaii in August: Boosted by the 
performance of team yachts ABN AMRO 
Challenge and Ragamuffin in placing 1-2 
overall in IMS after a boat-for-boat race 
all the way north. 

• Designer Iain Murray and his asso
ciates, Ian Burns and Andy Dovell: Over
all IMS winner ABN AMRO Challenge 
their first winner in the Mooloolaba race. 

• Iain Murray: A personal victory as 
he sailed as helmsman with owner Ray 
Roberts aboard the Sydney 46 grand prix 
racer. 

• Syd Fischer and his Farr 50, Raga
muffin: Despite finishing second overall, 
the place clinched Ragamuffin's victory in 
the CYCA:s Blue Water Pointscore of 
long ocean races for 1997-98. 

• The Marchioness syndicate: The six
man syndicate of CYCA members, led by 
Tony Beilby, achieved their first line hon
ours winner since importing and opti
mising the maxi. 

• Ocean racing newcomer Stephen 
Ainsworth: Sailing his maiden ocean race 
in his new Swan 44, Loki, he won PHS 
overall (all boats in fleet), PHS Division B 
and the Logan Oassic Division. 

In general, it was an uneventful race, 
but one in which race tacti 
helming played a vital 
tied light headwinds a: -

ning East Coas C 
part was·_ 



the many headlands that dot this course 
and at times boats found themselves 
heading south rather than north. 

Line honours went to Marchioness, 
designed by the Italian Lavranos, built in 
South Africa for the Cape Town to Rio 
Race, and now owned by a syndicate of 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia mem
bers comprising Tony Beilby (skipper), 
Michael Cranitch, John Markos, Barry 
Beilby; Des Kennedy and Gary Yost. All 
but Yost were in the 21-man crew which 
also included CYCA director John Mes
senger as sailing master and sailmakers 
Bob Fraser and Ian Broadhead as helms
men along with Colin Bloomfield. 

Tactician was Dave Lawson sailing his 
26th successive race to Mooloolaba and 
notching up his sixth line honours suc
cess in this race. He has also had three 
overall handicap wins. 

This was Marchioness' first major 
ocean racing line honours win and her 
best performance in Australia - testimony 
to the success of her new keel and rudder 

and other hull modifications made under 
the direction of designer Kell Steinmann. 
"She is a totally different boat to the one 
we bought just on a year ago and we are 
now getting the best out of her - like hit
ting 20 knots in the 25 knot sou' easter last 
night," said skipper Tony Beilby after the 
maxi berthed at Mooloolaba Yacht Club. 

After taking 43 hours in light and vari
able winds to reach the halfway mark 
just north of Coffs Harbour, Marchioness 
finally picked up a fresh sou'easter early 
on the Monday night, sailing the last 140 
miles at an average speed of 10.5 knots 
under her huge masthead spinnaker. 

Her elapsed time was 65 hours 54 
minutes 12 seconds - the slowest in nine 
years as a result of the light and flukey 
winds of the first two days and nights. 

The Victorian flyer, PL Lease Future 
Shock, with owner Peter Hansen enlisting 
North Sails Melbourne manager and for
mer world champion Ross Lloyd as prin
cipal helmsman and Grant Wharington 
as tactician, was always snapping at the 

transom of the maxi. In fact, Lloyd won 
the start and the Elliott 56 led the 66 boat 
fleet through the Heads and up the coast 
until overtaken by Marchioness. 

Future Shock finished just over an hour 
astern of Marchioness, followed home by 
the 60-footer Sydnei;, skippered by David 
Kellett in the absence overseas of owner 
Charles Curran. Then came the Farr 50 
Morning Mist III, skippered by that doyen 
of 18-footer sailors Peter Sorensen who 
recently bought the yacht in partnership 
with ocean racing navigator Julie Hodder 
and talkback radio host and one-time 
skiff sailor Stan Zemanek. 

Progressive provisional handicap 
placings in the three categories, IMS, 
CHS and PHS, changed contantly during 
the race as fortunes fluctuated in the light 
and variable winds. There were further 
changes when the leading group finally 
sailed into fresh south-easters as they 
neared the Queensland border. 

MHYC elected on a post-race course 
construction, delaying the announce-

Below left: IMS overall winner of the Sydney-Mooloolaba race, Ray Roberts' ABN AMRO Challenge crosses tacks with the Victorian yacht PL Lease Future Shock 
(Peter Hansen) off the NSW Central Coast. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge). Below right (top) Mooloolaba race line honours winner Marchioness sails to windward in the 
generally light air race. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge). Below right (bottom) Night watch aboard Carl Sriber's S&S 37, Suraya, in the Mooloolaba race. (Pie - Dal Harper) 
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Left: Veteran 18-footer sailor turned ocean racing yacht owner Peter Sorensen gives a wave as he steers Morning Mist Ill north in the Sydney-Mooloolaba race. 
(Pie - Ian Mainsbridge). Right: Helsman Matt Hayes concentrates as he steers Ragamuffin north in the Sydney-Mooloolaba race in which the 50-footer placed 
second overal l. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

IMS OVERALL & IMS DIVISION A: 
1. ABN AMRO Challenge, Sydney 46 (Ray Roberts, CYCA) 
2. Ragamuffin, Farr 50 (Syd Fischer, RSYS) 
3. Quest, Nelson/Marek 43 (Bob Steel, CYCA) 

IMS DIVISION B: 
1. Midnight Rambler, IOR Farr 40 (Ed Psaltis/Bill Wright, 
CYCA) 
2. Loose Change, Jutson NSX-36 (Clive Gi lmour/Robert 
Stanley, CYCA) 
3. Sagacious Five, IOR Farr 40 (Sagacious Five Syndicate, 
CYCA) 

CHS OVERALL: 
1. Sycorax, Sydney 41 (Michael Quinn , CYCA) 
2. Midnight Special, Lyons Jarkan 40 (Peter Carter/Ian 
Griffiths, Mooloolaba YC) 
3. J44 Phoenix (Rob Reynolds, MHYC) 

PHS OVERALL: 
1. Loki, Swan 44 (Stephen Ainsworth , CYCA) 
2. Wild Bu ll , Bull 9000 (Rod Skellet, CYCA) 
3. Loose Change, Jutson NSX-36 (Clive Gilmour/Robert 
Stanley, CYCA) 

PHS DIVISION A: 
1. Wild Bull , Bu ll 9000 (Rod Skellet, CYCA) 
2. Helter Skelter, Murray ILC 40 (Steve Gunns, MHYC) 
3. Drake's Prayer, IOR Farr 43 (Graham Gibson, CYCA) 

PHS DIVISION B: 
1. Loki, Swan 44 (Stephen Ainsworth, CYCA) 
2. Kickatinalong, Adams 13 (Neville Cottee, RMYC) 
3. Mistress Mercy, Senogles 36 (James Murchison, SASC)) 

LOGAN CLASS DIVISION: 
1. Loki, Swan 44 (Stephen Ainsworth , CYCA) 
2. Grandee of Crabtree Lane (Patrick Broughton , CYCA) 
3. Kickatinalong (Nevil le Cottee, RMYC) 

Rum Bucket Trophy (club teams): 1. CYCA Blue team 
(Atara, Sycorax, Wild Bull) 

LINE HONOURS: 
Marchioness, Lavranos/Steinmann 75 (Tony Beilby & part
ners) 66 hours 54 minutes 12 seconds. 
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ment of IMS overall and division results until race officials Tony 
Shaw and Chris Pomfret had carefully considered reports from a 
wide range of yacht navigators as well as official weather bureau 
data. 

The IMS overall and IMS Division A results gave first place to Ray 
Roberts' ABN AMRO Challenge, the Sydney Grand Prix 46 with 
designer Iain Murray aboard as principal helmsman, second to Syd 
Fischer's Farr 50 Ragamuffin, and third to Bob Steel's Nelson / Marek 
43, Quest. Fourth overall, and best of the smaller IMS yachts, was the 
Mumm 36, Emotional Hooligan, skippered by Marcus Blackmore. 

ABN AMRO Challenge and Ragamuffin will join forces in Hawaii in 
August, along with Bob Steel's new Quest, a Nelson/ Marek 46, to 
defend the Kenwood Cup which Ragamuffin, the original Quest and 
Ausmaid won in 1996. 

Ragamuffin and ABN AMRO Challenge staged a great duel north, 
sailing within sight of each other throughout the 469 nautical mile 
race to Mooloolaba and at times so close that they gave identical lat
itude and longitude. It was not until they were off the Gold Coast, 
sailing towards Cape Moreton, that the bigger Ragamuffin pulled 
away. There was still only 40 minutes between them at the finish, 
with ABN AMRO Challenge winning by 23 minutes 32 seconds on 
corrected time. 

Despite finishing second, the Mooloolaba race still gave the veter
an Fischer a major victory with Ragamuffin, winning the Cruising 
Yacht Club of Australia's prestigious Blue Water Pointscore for the 
1997-98 ocean racing season. Going into the final race Ragamuffin held 
a slender two points lead over defending Blue Water champion Atara 
(Roger Hickman), but her second against Atara's fifth, clinched victo
ry. 

Ragamuffin also won the Blue Water Pointscore PHS division, cap
ping a great season which included second overall in the Telstra Syd
ney to Hobart and winning the CYCNs Short Ocean Pointscore, IMS 
Division A. 

Joining Olympian Matt Hayes as a helmsman aboard Ragamuffin 
for the first time in a long ocean race was up-and-coming young one
design and match racing sailor James Spithill. "He has amazing con
centration, a total commitment to steering the boat," fellow crew 
member and trimmer Larry Jamieson commented. 

ABN AMRO Challenge is a grand prix version of the ydney 46, 
from the design team of Iain Murray, Ian "Fresh" Bw, " -' Andy 
Dovell, with a fractional rig and optimised keel. m - -ebut 
in the Telstra Cup last December; finishin o- thir • - ng-



the more you go North. 
The more you know about sailing, the more you ' ll know 

North is the sailmaker to choose if you 're committed to 
achieving your best. Whether you 're a rock star or a 

weekend warri0r, North commits more resources to helping you 
sail faster than any other sailmaker . .. far more: 

► · Only North has 3DL, the revolutionary molded sails that have 
set new standards for low stretch, light weight and shape 
retention. 

► Only North has PRG (Performance Resource Group) , eight 
accomplished North Sails specialists whose only job is to 
translate winning speed into tuning guides that help North 
customers and their crews achieve maximum performance 
.. . fast! We call it "turnkey speed." 

► Only North has over 58 lofts in 28 countries, the largest and 
most varied performance database of any sailmaker in history. 

► More races are won using North sails than with all 
other sails combined. 

At North we' re committed to being the best, and to helping our 
customers achieve the same. Call your nearest North loft today. Let 
our commitment be your key to success. 

North Sails Sydney (02) 9997 5966 
North Sails Melbourne (03) 9534 0363 

www.northsails.com 

1997 Hayman Island Big Boat Series 
IMS Division .. .... .... ... ..... .. .. 1-3-4-5*·6-7-8 
1997 Hamilton Island Race Week 
IMS Division ..... ...... .. ...... .. ..... .... .... 1-2-4-6 
1997 Ord Minnett Regatta 
........ .. ............. .. .... .. 1-2*-4*-5-6-8-9-10 

1997 Telstra Cup .. 1-2-3-4-6-7*-8*-9-10* 
1997 Sydney to Hobart (IMS) 
.... .. ...... .. .... ...... .... .. .. .. 1-2-3-4-5*-6*-8-10 

1997 Sydney to Hobart (PHS) ........ 1-2-3* 
1997 Southern Cross Cup 
............. .. ........ .... .... . 1-2-3-4-6-7*-8*-9-10 
1997 Strathfield Car Radios Pittwater to 
Gaffs Harbour Series {IMS Division) 
... ........... ......... .. ..... .. 1-2*·3·4·5·6*·1*·8* 

1997 Strathfield Car Radios Pittwater to 
Gaffs Harbour Race (IMS Division) 
.. ... .................... ...... . 1-2 *-3-4-5-6*-7*-8-9 
1998 Sydney to Mooloolaba Race 
........................... ...... . (IMS) 1-2-3-4-5-7-8 
............ ..... .... ... ..... ... .... .. ............... (PHS) 1 
.. .. .......................................... .. (CHS) 1 *· 3 
1998 Brisbane to Gladstone Race 
................................ (IMS) 1-3-5*-6-7*-10 
.. ...... ..... ........ ...... ...... ..... ... ......... (ARB) 1-2 

• partial inventory Sharon Green photo 
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Queensland yacht Out of the Blue heading back north in the Sydney-Mooloolaba race, with Middle Harbour 
Yacht Club entrant Impeccable to windward. (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

China boat Beau Geste and Ragamuffin. 
She placed fifth overall in the Telstra Syd
ney to Hobart. 

The Mooloolaba race was the first 
major win for the yacht in her short 
career and also Iain Murray's first design 
success in the event. The boat has great 
potential but unfortunately she was dis
masted in a violent thunderstorm on the 
first night of the Brisbane to Gladstone. 

With designer Murray on the helm, 
ABN AMRO Challenge sailed an excep
tional race to Mooloolaba, up amongst 
the leading half dozen yachts until the 
final 50 miles. 

Cruising Yacht Club - members 
achieved a remarkable cleansweep of top 
results, headed by the Marchioness syndi
cate with line honours and Ray Roberts, 
Syd Fischer and Bob Steel with first, sec
ond and third in IMS overall and IMS 
Division A. 

Ed Psaltis and Bill Wright, also from 
the CYCA, followed by sailing the IOR 
designed Farr 40 Midnight Rambler to first 
place in IMS Division B, with Clive 
Gilmour and Robert Stanley placing sec
ond with their recently acquired Loose 
Change, the Jutson-designed NS-36 which 
previously raced as 2KY Racing Radio. 
Another active CYCA member, Peter 
Davis and his partners, took out third 
with the former Admiral's Cup team 
yacht and Sydney to Hobart IOR winner, 
Sagacious Five. 

MHYC introduced a CHS division for 
the first time this season and attracted ten 
CHS entries for Mooloolaba. A delighted 
winner was Michael Quinn with his Syd-
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ney 41, Sycorax, scoring his first major 
victory with the Bashford International 
built, Murray & Associates-designed 
boat. "These boats have had considerable 
success overseas under CHS, so it was an 
obvious move for me to move from IMS 
to CHS racing - with success," Quinn 
said. 

Second went to Midnight Special, a 
David Lyons-designed Jarkan 40 owned 
by Mooloolaba Yacht Club commodore 
Peter Carter and club hon. secretary Ian 
Griffiths, while in third place was MHYC 
vice-commodore Rob Reynolds with his 
powerful f 44 Phoenix. 

The CHS Division also decided Mid
dle Harbour Yacht Club's Gillawa Shield 
ocean for long ocean races during the 
season, with Kim Williams clinching vic
tory with his Ross 35, Rock 'n Roll by just 
two points from Scott Wheelhouse's Far 
1020 Sandpiper, third going to Ray Stone's 
Mt Gay 30 Razors Edge. 

Ocean racing newcomer Stephen 
Ainsworth came out a treble winner with 
his brand new Swan 44, Loki, built by 
Nautor in Finland. With a crew that 
included experienced offshore racing 
sailors Tony Kirby, Peter Antill and Swan 
agent Michael "Zapper" Bell, Loki sailed a 
consistently good race to capitalise on her 
opening Performance handicap, winning 
PHS Overall (which covered all yachts in 
the fleet), PHS Division B and the inau
gural Logan Classic Division. 

Runner up in PHS Overall and also 
first in PHS Divsion A was the little Bull 
9000, Wild Bull, skippered by CYCA 
director Rod Skellet. The 30-footer fin-

ished 19th in the fleet, first of the small 
boats and ahead of many bigger boats, in 
an impressive follow-up to her Sports 30 
victory at the JOG Nationals earlier in the 
year. Under PHS handicapping, she had 
to beat the considerably larger Loki by 
some six and a half hours to win PHS 
overall, but missed out by 34 minutes. 

Wild Bull sailed well in the light weath
er early in the race and quickly took 
advantage of the freshening sou' easter to 
enjoy a fast spinnaker run home. 

MHYC member Steve Gunns made a 
welcome return to offshore racing with 
his recently acquired Murray-designed 
ILC40, Helter Skelter, placing second in 
PHS Division A. Third went to the for
mer Admiral's Cup yacht Drake's Prayer, 
an IOR Farr 43 skippered by Graham 
Gibson who has just bought the well-per
formed Melbourne yacht Brighton Star. 

Runner-up to Loki in PHS Division B 
was the whimsically named aluminium
hulled Adams/Radford 13, Kickatinalong, 
skippered by Neville Cottee for owner 
and sailing school operater Mike de Berg, 
who sails from the Royal Motor Yacht 
Club. Third place went to the Senogles 
36, Mistress Mercy, owned by James 
Murchison from the Sydney Amateur 
Sailing Club. 

The Logan Classic Division was for 
classic timber yachts and yachts "that 
cruise in style" with luxury Swans plac
ing first and second. As mentioned earli
er, the Swan 44 Loki, won the division, 
with the Swan 51, Grandee of Crabtree Lane 
(Patrick Broughton) placing second, third 
going to Kickatinalong. 

Perhaps the most coveted trophy for 
the Mooloolaba race, outside of line hon
ours and IMS first overall, is the interclub 
team trophy - the Rum Bucket, which is 
traditionally filled with Bundaberg rum 
and Coca Cola at the prizegiving at 
Mooloolaba Yacht Club. The CYCA team 
Blue of Atara, Sycorax and Wild Bull, 
enjoyed the drinks. 

Frustrating at times, the Sydney -
Mooloolaba race lived up to such tradi
tional terminology describing it as "the 
most enjoyable race on the Australian 
East Coast" and a "rock-hopping" race 
north to Queensland. 

The great pity is that Middle Harbour 
Yacht Club has been unable to gain a 
major sponsor for the past couple of races 
- the Mooloolaba is a race that deserves 
sponsorship and the marketing and pro
motion that goes with it. j~ 
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The new yacht range from Beneteau 

with even niore equipment than before. 

OCEANIS c:?+!"-- : discover a new generation of 
sailing yachts. Designed to be even easier to live 
with , comp lete with new finishing touches and 
generous amounts of additional equipment 
chosen specifically to meet your needs, the 
Clipper is ready for you to sail away with 
complete peace of mind and no nasty financial sur
prises ... So, why be content with a "'standard" boat? 
Come to the Autumn boat shows and discover the new 

OCEAN IS &!'I'-- . 
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Oceanis "!;-- 28 1 Oceanls '1j;,- 32 I Oceanis '1j;,-35 1 0ceanisl3w-38 1 Oceanis ~411 

• Electric windlass, 
anchor, chain & warp, 
docking lines and fenders, 
side opening lifelines. 

• 220 Volt shorepower with 
inside sockets and battery 
charger. 

• Stereo F.M. radio & 
cassette player. 

• And many other innovations : 
new wood finish, recessible 
cockpit door, etc .. 

&~~et; 
Beneteau - Vies ail • d 'Albor a Marinas 
New Beach Road , Rushcutters Bay NSW 2027 
Ph (02) 9327 2088 • Fax (02) 9362 4516 
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Oceanls '1j;,- 46 I Ocl!anls aw- 36 cc Ocl!anis ~ 40 cc 0ceanis l3w- 44 cc 



THE VOLVO TROPHY 

The "Whitbread 
Report" is brought 

to you by 

VOLVO 
PENTA 

E
will be called The Volvo Ocean Race, 

with the addition of Round the World 
001-2002, and will largely follow the 

format of the past Whitbread Races. It 
will continue to be run in association 
with the Royal Ocean Racing Club. 

Mel Pyatt, the Managing Director of 
Volvo Events Management, said that 
there would probably be one less leg in 
the next race. It would start from an Eng
lish port, probably either Southampton 
or Portsmouth, but he did not deny the 
possibility of a Gothenberg finish, which 
he said was causing interest in Sweden. 

As yet, none of the stop-over ports has 
been finalised, but it is hoped to 
announce most of them on _the official 
take-over date, June 1, 1998. Cape Town 
is a certainty, despite the poor awareness 
in the Tavern of the Seas this time 
around. 

It seems likely that there will be only 
one stop-over in Australia with Mel
bourne looking favourite to replace Fre
mantle and Sydney. 

Just where to stop in South America is 
always a headache, but the race is unlike
ly to return to Sao Sebastiao. Balti
more/ Annapolis has been a successful 
stop this time, but New York has been 
targeted for 2002. 

Johannesson would not reveal how 
much Volvo will spend on the next race, 
but he did say, "It's not pocket money, it's 
serious, it cuts into our bonuses." With 
greater marketing use of the race, Volvo 
is expected to spend 25 percent more 
than Whitbread, and will not be seeking 
secondary sponsorship. "We want to de
Whitbreadise the event and that can only 
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Amid final preparations for the eighth leg of the 
Whitbread , Tuve Johannesson, the President and 
CEO of the Volvo Car Corporation, announced the 
new sponsors plans for the next race in three years 
time. By Bob Fisher 

Volvo take over 

As the Whitbread Race Around-the-World for the Volvo Trophy set sai l for the final ocean leg across 
the Atlantic, Paul Cayard and ff Language (pictured here in heavy weather off South America) held a 
handy pointscore lead from the other W60s. (Pie - Rick Tomlinson). 

come with sole sponsorship,' he said . 
In 2001, Volvo hopes to have at least 

15 entries, compared to the ten this time, 
and the race will be held in the same class 
of boats, renamed Volvo Ocean 60s. The 
possibility of carbon fibre masts has been 
discussed, but Bruce Farr, the designer of 
eight of this race's boats, said that he 
thought it could be unwise as it would be 
more expensive and add to the unknown 
factors of design. 

Owners of the current clutch of boats 
will be pleased that Volvo is planning to 
hold other races for the class so that 
sponsors can reap a greater benefit from 
their investment. 

It will also help to promote the Volvo 
Ocean Race and perhaps help the spon
sor to reach their targeted number of 
entries. Sailing will certainly spearhead 
Volvo's sports sponsorship throughout 
the next decade. 

* Volvo has also announced that it will 
sponsor the 1998 International Sailing 
Federation World Youth Sailing Champi
onship, to be held in Sirnonstown, South 
Africa, at the end of this year. 

Reet on final ocean leg 
The seventh Whitbread Round the 
World Race for the Volvo Trophy is com
ing to an end after eight months of 
remarkable ocean racing, dramas on the 
high seas and ashore to mark the end of 
an era that began 25 years ago. 

Ahead is the beginning of an exciting 
future for the event, with a dynamic new 
sponsor, a bigger fleet and the prospect 
of some significant changes to the ports 
of call, notably in Australia. The next 
event will be the olvo Ocean Race in 
2001-2002. 



Annapolis in the USA on May 3 on the final long ocean leg of 
the 31,600 nautical mile course - 3,390 n miles across the 
Atlantic to La Rochelle. From the French port they were due 
to start the ninth and final leg of the Whitbread on May 22 and 
arrive back at Southampton on May 24 after a 450 n mile 
sprint from the Bay of Biscay up the Channel. 

As Offshore went to press, the W60s had completed the 
4,750 n mile leg six from Sao Sebastiao in Brazil to Fort Laud
erdale on the US east coast, followed by a short and contro
versial 870 n mile leg from Fort Lauderdale to Baltimore. 

As Bob Fisher reports, the old Lawrie Smith magic 
returned on the sixth leg, enabling the British skipper of Silk 
Cut not only to stand on the podium for the first time, but to 
lift the coveted Volvo Trophy for finishing first. The "Purple 
Army" had triumphed, displaying martial superiority on a 
singularly fast leg, one demanding of physical stamina as well 
as navigational skill. 

The short dash to Baltimore also produced another leg 
winner, the Dutch entry Brunel Sunergy, skippered by Roy 
Heiner, after an exceptionally fast and close race. 

With a second and a third in these two legs, the Swedish 
entry EF Language, skippered by America's Cup sailor Paul 
Cayard, had a commanding lead with 689 points on the board 
from Swedish Match on 585, Merit Cup 527, Innovation Kvaern
er 519, Silk Cut 459, Chessie Racing 484, Toshiba 383, Brunel 
SunergtJ 353 and EF Education 168. 

Andrew Cape resigns 
The Team Dennis Conner campaign with Toshiba became 
the focus of attention during the stop-over in the two 
Chesapeake towns of Baltimore and Annapolis. 

Having just beaten the local boat, George Collins Chessie 
Racing to the line by ten seconds for seventh place, the red 
shirted crew were protested by Christine Guillou of EF Edu
cation for an alleged infringement during the first night of 
the seventh leg. Almost immediately, Australian navigator 
Andrew Cape announced his resignation from the boat. 

Cape's resignation, "for personal reasons," came as 
something of a bombshell, as he was Conner's first hiring 
for the boat, even before Chris Dickson was nominated 
skipper. Cape certainly had second thoughts when he dis
covered that he was to sail again with Dickson - the two had 
been together in the previous race aboard Tokio - and was 
permitted a smile when Dickson left, muttering darkly, after 
the first leg. 

Cape continued under skipper Paul Standbridge and 
Toshiba clocked in some good results with a third on leg two 
and a second on the fourth leg. It was after the fifth, where 
the draconian penalty of disqualification for a misuse of the 
engine took away all Toshiba 's points, that Cape became dis
enchanted. 

It may have been the decision to sideline Standbridge for 
the seventh leg, in favour of a local pilot, that tipped the 
scales, particularly when Toshiba ran aground in the Chesa
peake. 

Full report next issue 
Offshore will carry a comprehensive review of the 1997-98 
Whitbread Race Around the World for the Volvo Trophy in 
our next issue. )j 

The Power 
to Relax 
Volvo Penta Compact 
Diesels 10-105hp 
Right from the 1 0hp you can relax and enjoy the benefits of 
Volvo Penta Marine diesels. 

Reliability, smooth running, freshwater cool ing and 60A 14V 
charging all add up to the very essence of pleasure boating. 
Comfort, easy handling and a feeling of safety. 

With eight models from 1 0hp to 105hp, the 2000 and 22 
Series diesels are the quality choice for sai ling yachts and 
small power boats. 
Easy to install with three 
drive options including the 
silent running S-drive and 
with conversion kits for 
replacement of older Volvo 
Penta engines, they are the 
obvious choice for 
repowering and new boats. 

AAA2046/150 

VOLVO 
Eastern Engine Pty Ltd PENTA 
Importer and Distributor 
PO Box 78, 70 Banya St, Bulimba, Qld 4171 
Australia 
Tel: 61 (0) 7 3899 1622 Fax: 61 (0) 7 3899 1045 
For information and Dealers throughout Australia, PNG, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu. 
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From the 
Commodore 
With PETER BUSH 

0 ur sport of yachting has too 
few heroes, at least heroes 
whom we know about. 

I've written before about the fail
ure of most sailing activities to cap
ture the imagination of the press and 
the public, the exceptions being the 
big events like the Telstra Sydney to 
Hobart and the America's Cup. 

II. 

Most of our big regattas and 
national championships come and go 
with few others than competitors, 
organisers and family and friends 
being any the wiser. 

Despite the absence of publicity, 
sailing is studded with true heroes, 
champions of our sport, unknown to 
the rest of the community and, unfor
tunately, unknown to many of us in 
the thick of it. Even worse is the fact 
that many of these pass from this 
world without us ever knowing. 

Commodore Peter Bush has made a welcome return to racing after a shoulder operation to steer his 
yacht into second place in Division A on the opening day of the BMW Sydney Winter Series on Sydney 
Harnbour. (Pie - Ace Marine Photography) . 

In late April, I attended the funeral 
of one of these heroes - one of our 
heroes, Peter Rysdyk. 

Peter, sailing his last voyage at 
nearly eighty years of age, has left a 
remarkable legacy for sailing - and, I 
might add, in the other parts of the 

On a cruise to Lord Howe Island, 
Peter hatched a plan with the locals 
to boost tourism and this year, as a 
result, Gosford Sailing Club will cele
brate its 25th Gosford to Lord Howe 
Island Yachting Classic. This race, 
with strict limits on entries, is one of 
the most sought after events by skip
pers and crews. 

Not satisfied, Peter revived the 
race from Sydney to Noumea, run 
until recently as a bi-annual event by 
the CYCA. He also organised and 

"If we all thought for a moment about 
lndlvlduals we have known, it is clear 

that many have made significant 
contributions to the sport. Jack Rooklyn, 

for example, was responslble for 
Introducing many Australian sailors to 

their fir t taste of big boat racing. Jullus 
Charody, It is often clalmed, introduced 

half the offshore sallors at the CYCA!' 

was race director 
of the CYCA's 
one-off race from 
Sydney to Rio de 
Janeiro in the 
early 1970s. 

Perhaps his 
greatest legacy 
for sailing, cer
tainly in terms of 
the size of the 
event, is the Syd
ney - Southport 

community that he touched after 
coming to Australia from Holland 
with his family many years ago. 

He was a remarkably energetic and 
active man, evidenced by a trans
Atlantic voyage only a year or so ago. 
He plied the East Coast of Australia 
in a number of yachts and was 
involved in sailing administration in 
a number of clubs, including the 
CYCA. 
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Race, now in its 
13th year. The race attracts around 
eighty yachts, having struck a cord 
with skippers and crews alike. The 
Sydney-Southport Race is the 
CYCA's biggest race behind the 
Hobart, and as a feeder race to the 
various Whitsunday regattas in 
August and September each year, is 
certain of a bright future. 

Many of today's crop of ocean rac
ers first got their feet wet with Peter, 

and have gone on to bigger and better 
things. Thus, his legacy to the sport is 
more wide-reaching than we might 
first imagine. 

If we all thought for a moment 
about individuals we have known, it 
is clear that many have made signifi
cant contributions to the sport. Jack 
Rooklyn, for example, was responsi
ble for introducing many Australian 
sailors to their first taste of big boat 
racing. Julius Charody, it is often 
claimed, introduced half the offshore 
sailors at the CYCA. 

If the Rysdyks, Rooklyns and Char
odys had made such meaningful con
tributions to any other sport, they 
would have been written up in the 
press and been the subject of video epi
taphs reserved, it seems, for football, 
cricket, horse racing and so on. 

A sad commentary on how our 
sport is viewed, and no doubt a sad
der commentary on how effectively it 
has been administered over the years. 
Thankfully, the failure of the efforts 
and results of these kind of individu
als to be broadly recognised outside 
of sailing, does not diminish their 
contributions in their own right. 

I urge you all to reflect for a 
moment or two. Spare a thought for 
those you know have made a great 
contribution to our sport. Spare a 
thought for our heroes. jj 

Peter Bush, Commodore 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 



e Ocean Racing Council recently 
announced a new simplified rating 
rule, called ORC Club. A simple 

IMS system such as ORC Club has been 
the subject of many discussions at ORC 
meetings for some years and as a result of 
last year's meetings, it is being imple
mented into Rating Offices worldwide for 
the 1998 season. 

Based on the IMS VPP, which is used 
for all IMS ratings, the ORC Club rating is 
aimed at club based racing where low 
cost, simple measurement and single fig
ure scoring are more often requested and 
subsequently accepted. 

To achieve a simple club racing orien
tated rating, the input requirements have 
been drastically reduced. Measurements 
can be supplied by the owner or taken 
from other rating certificates. Hull profile 
will be drawn from the large ORC data
base which has built up over the years of 
the IMS rule in much the same as class 
boats, such as the Mumm 36, are treated 
at the moment with one class hull offset 
file. For those yachts that are one off or 
may not be in the ORC Database, lines 
plans from the designer or lines matched 
to the generic library may be used. 

As a full IMS measurement is not 
required and thus some measurements 
may not be declared or as ac=ate as 
required for a full IMS certificate, the 
default values within an ORC Club rating 
are statistically biased, such that a full IMS 
measurement will normally yield a more 
favorable rating. 

The ORC Club certificate contains 
three simple methods of scoring. The first 
two are well known to Australian racing, 
that is the single number 'Tune on Tune' 
(ILC Avg) and 'Tune on Distance' (GPH) 
methods. The third method represented 
on the certificate is a basic form of the 
'Performance Curve Scoring' or Post
Constructed Course method called 'Per
formance Line Scoring'. 

Performance Line Scoring uses two co
efficients derived from the VPP, which are 

-1LP_o_R_S_,M~_ .. 1u_b_ 
Offsho re Racing Council 

Southampton SO 14 2AQ, UK 
Cop)'nght O 1998 
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Example of the new 0RC Club Certifcate 

unique to each yacht. The first co-efficient, 
(1 ), represents the yachts performance in 
different wind strengths. i.e. slow or fast 
in light winds. The second co-efficient, (2), 
represents the familiar 'time on distance' 
factor. Together they are used in the fol
lowing formula to calculated corrected 
time. 

Corrected Time = ( 1 x elapsed time ) 
- ( 2 x distance ) 
As the ORC Club certificate is based 

on the IMS VPP, which produces full IMS 
Ratings, an ORC Club rating produces 
the matrix of speed figures for various 
angles and wind speeds, although this is 
not printed on the certificate as it contra
dicts the idea of simple scoring methods. 
However this means that where required, 
both ORC Club and full IMS yachts can 
race together using the various scoring 
methods that are currently used. 

The downside to using the very 
sophisticated IMS VPP is that the formu
lae that make up the rating are essentially 
the same; thus a boat that is not perceived 
to rate fairly under the =rent IMS will 
rate no better under ORC Club. 

A number of countries have expressed 

In the first regu lar technical 
articles for OFFSHORE, the 

Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia's Sailing 

Administrator, Mark 
Robinson, looks at the Ocean 

Racing Council 's new 
simplified racing rule. 

CIIISS. PERFECT 40 KeeUCB: FIXED KEEL Displacement 5741 
Designer Faullless ro,oran . 2305 Sla l>lncle.x 121.1 
Bu,lder Impeccable M1xBeam: 3 630 AgeOate 511991 
FWdAc:com YES O,v,sionC1R OA=0.47'M: SeriesOate 6/198S 
HulCnst: SOLID AceomLgth 11.7tl7 Ma,c C rew 'M 815 kg 
MastMatl A!uminlurn RucJCnst STANDARD Proplnst : EXP/FLO 

interest in using ORC Club for their 
upcoming seasons. These countries vary 
slightly from Australia in that they =
rently have small IMS fleets, therefore, the 
cheaper and simpler version of IMS will 
hopefully convince more owners in these 
countries to utilise the VPP technology 
and get an ORC Club certificate. 

In Australia there are only a small 
amount of new measured yachts each 
year, with most IMS yachts simply re-val
idating their certificates each year as the 
VPP changes. This, combined with the 
fact that ratings will not change dramati
cally between ORC Club and full IMS and 
that simple scoring such as the pre-con
structed TMF' s have been tried in the 
past, means that we are unlikely to see a 
rush by Australian owners to get ORC 
Club certificates. jj 

Footnote: The Cruising Yacht Club of Aus
tralia's Sailing Committee recently met to dis
cuss the use of ORC Club. It was agreed that 
due to the large numbers in the CYCA racing 
fleet that are currently IMS measured, the Club 
will not be conducting ORC Club racing in the 
coming season unless a large number of 
requests are made for its introduction. 
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RACING SUCCESS, CRUISING COMFORT, 
WORW RENOWNED! 

'lhroughout the '80s and into the 
'90s, X-Yachts of Denmark have 
become synonymous wi th grand prix 
racing yachts and to date X-Yachts 
have captured no fewe r than I 0 
World Championships in I Ton and 
3/4 ton fleets. 

J1:i the same time the X-Yachts range 
of high calibre performance cruising 
yachts are successful in regattas and 
club rac ing around the world yet are The X-442 German IMS Winner 97 
easy and forgiving to handle and a joy 
to sail. With exquisite interiors and 
superb construction these blue water 
yachts are difficul t to match any
where in the world. 

'Unwill ing to compromise in design 
or quality, the X-Yachts team strive to 
meet the market with efficiency and 
ingenui ty in production methods. The 
results speak for themselves. 

Jl. beautifu l offshore cruising yacht, The X-4 12 has won more reganas than any other production 
the X-4 12 has won more regattas than cruiser racer (IMS Europeans 1994) 
any other production yacht including 
IMS Europeans cruising division 2nd 
and 3rd racing division in '94. 

'11,,/, ile being a great fami ly cruising 
yacht. the X-332 won Italian IMS 
championships in '96 and came 2nd 
in '97 in both cruising and racing 
divisions. 

'lhe X-Yachts cruising range: X-302, 
X-332. X-362, X-382, X-4 12. X-442. 
X-482, X-6 12. One design Yachts: A great fami ly boat, the X-332 won Ital ian IMS championships 
X-99. IMX-38. in '96 and came 2nd in '97 in both cruising and racing divisions 

For more information contact: 

NORTH SOUTH YACHTING 
• NEW YACHT SALES • AFTER SALES SUPPORT • 

29 FA/ALIGHT CRESCENT, FA/ALIGHT, NSW 2094, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 
TELEPHONE: +61 2 9949 7446 FACSIMILE: +61 2 9949 7446 

Jun e• July 1998 

The fleet in this year's XXXX Sydney to 
Gold Coast will be racing for the 
prestigious Peter Rysdyk Memorial Trophy 
for the IMS overall winner, to honour the 
race founder, who recently passed away. 
Lisa Smith previews the midwinter classic. 

I 
n the mid 1980s, after learning of the planned opening of the 
Gold Coast Seaway at Southport, Peter Rysdyk immediately 
set about securing rights for the Cruising Yacht Club of Aus

tralia to conduct a new midwinter race to Queensland waters. 
Then he gained the vital sponsorship to run the event. 

The inaugural Sydney to Gold Coast race saw 90 entries 
head north with Peter as Race Director. Since then, the annual 
event has increased in stature to become the second largest on 
the Australian ocean racing calendar behind the Telstra Sydney 
to Hobart Race. 

If strong southerlies prevail , last year's record breaking win 
by Peter Walker's Foxtel Amazon - which was destroyed by fire 
just one month after it blitzed the race north in a record time of 
31 hours, 12 minutes and 18 seconds - could be under threat. 
Among the expected big boat entries are the 75-foot maxi Mar
chioness which took line honours in the Sydney to Mooloolaba 
Race in April, and Grant Warrington's brand new 70-foot IMS 
racer Wild Thing, to be launched in Melbourne later this month. 

Other challengers include Martin James' pocket maxi Team 
Jaguar, which will have a new and improved keel fitted before 
the Gold Coast Race, and the proven SO-footer, Morning Mist Ill, 
with new owners Peter Sorenson , Julie Hodder and radio per
sonality Stan Zemanek on board. The CYCA has also received 
an expression of interest from renowned New Zealand yacht 
designer Greg Elliott. 

At this stage, it looks as though George Snow's Julson 75 
Brindabel/a will not be ready in time for the Gold Coast Race 
after being dismasted in heavy winds off Sydney heads earlier 
this year. 

The Gold Coast event could also be the first offshore race for 
the new Admiral 's Cup class yacht, the Sydney 40 1 D. Bashford 
International is currently completing the first Sydney 40 1 D for 
Pittwater yachtsman Ron Jones. 

The start off Nielsen Park at 1300 hours on Saturday August 
1 will see the trial of the proposed new Telstra Sydney to Hobart 
start line. An official media boat with a television camera on 
board will be anchored in the middle of the starting line to cap
ture at close quarters the excitement of the fleet jostling for posi
tion. If all goes well , the same procedure will take place for the 
Sydney to Hobart to enhance Channel TEN's Boxing Day live 
telecast. 

Communications during the XXXX Sydney to Gold Coast 
Race will be improved this year thanks to a Telstra SatCom C 
unit which will transmit regular e-mail messages from Roger 
Hickman's Lyons 43 Atara, providing a great opportunity to 
describe life on board during the race and to conduct further 
tests on the satellite units prior to the Hobart race. 

Queensland brewing company Castlemaine Pe ·ns is again 
the naming rights sponsor of the event via its XX.XX product. )j 



"Gurni-ing" high presure water removal of marine growth and slime before the antifoulding begins. (Pie - Theresa Biggelaar) 

While Australians are in the enviable position, 
due to our generally mild climate, of being 
able to race or cruise our coastal waters all 
year round, there is always a need for boat 

maintenance. Most yacht owners prefer to do 
it during winter in preparation for the full-on 

summer activities. OFFSHORE Yachting 
publishes this guide to Boat Maintenance 
with articles from several experts and a 

survey of the latest in new products to assist 
in keeping your yachts ship-shape • 
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Spars -
anew 
approach 
When IMS Division D 
winner Terra Firma 
crossed the finish line in 
last year's Telstra Sydney 
to Hobart race, she was 
fitted with a composite 
boom that in the words 
of co-owner Peter 
Bartels "just would not 
give up, no matter what 
we did to the bloody 
thing." Paul Bonnice of 
Composite Marine 
explains this new 
approach to building a 
boom. 

Spar construction and develop
ment has come a long way in 
recent years, but the frenetic pur

suit of the "lighter / faster" rig has pro
duced some mixed results and much 
pain for owners and insurers. 

Owners, like any other consumer, 
are entitled to expect that their new 
spar is "suitable for the purpose for 
which it was purchased", and insurers 
should not be expected to carry the can 
for engineering and construction that 
is based more on wishful thinking 
rather than sound practice. 

A harsh criticism maybe, but the 
fact remains that the composite spar 
failure rate is disproportionately high 
in the Sydney area and has caused the 
underwriters to become very sceptical. 

The insurability of a spar rests on 
three issues; think of them as three legs 
of a stool - if any one is missing then 
the stool falls over. They are: 1 - Mater
ial strength; 2 - Quality control; 3 -
Engineering. 

In aluminium spars, material 
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Terra Firma competing in the 1997 Telstra 
Sydney to Hobart with her composite 
boom - timber sheathed in carbon fibre. 

strength and quality are controlled by 
large companies with laboratories and 
metallurgists who have access to a 
large database of technical literature. 
The spar maker only has to worry 
about connections and end fittings and 
the overall size of the mast section. 

Some trial and error over 50 years 
has led the spar industry to a position 
where most of the pitfalls are now 
known. The spar engineer has a lot of 
proven data to work with. 

In traditional timber masts, material 
strength and quality are controlled by 
craftsmen who know how to select the 
timber and cope with its natural varia
tions. The information on how to effec
tively use timber in spars has <level-

4/00 

oped over thousands of years without 
the craftsmen necessarily understand
ing all the properties which make it 
such a forgiving material. 

There are few, if any, timber spar 
makers who use engineering design 
because of the lack of consistent engi
neering data for timber. But timber 
spars are still among the most reliable 
because of this extensive history and 
the special properties of timber. 

In carbon fibre reinforced plastic 
spars, the strength and quality of the 
raw materials (carbon fibre and resin) 
are also controlled by large companies 
with laboratories and scientists. 

However, there is an additional step 
in the process where the spar makers 



laminate these materials to produce 
the equivalent of a timber or alumini
um spar. Quality control and engineer
ing design of this process is essential. 

Because the military and aerospace 
industries have achieved such 
extremes in weight and strength, there 
is a perception that local spar builders 
can match these features. Spar engi
neers have been tempted to take the 
limited amount of data which is avail
able (i.e., not classified) and extrapo
late it to spar design without taking 

into account the limitations of small 
scale laminating. 

Composite Marine have developed 
a laminating process which includes a 
thickness of timber, in which the 
fatigue resistance and damping bene
fits of timber are combined with the 
strength of carbon and the weather 
resistance of resin to produce a superi
or spar that competes more than 
favourably in the weight stakes. 

With careful attention to all three 
legs of the stool they have produced a 

Liferaft service 
for safety at sea 
"Pay the premium and avoid making the claim" is 
the advice from John Ferris, Manager, NSW, 
of RFD (Australia) Pty Ltd. 

Having a liferaft on board is not 
much use if it won't work 
properly at that critical 

moment when it is desperately needed. 
That is why maritime authorities 
worldwide require regular servicing 
and re-certification of inflatable lifer
afts. 

That is why the Australian Yachting 
Federation requires a valid annual cer
tificate from the manufacturer or from 
an approved servicing agent. Rule 4.19 
(c). 

liferaft itself, the CO2 cyclinder, operat
ing head and associated high pressure 
hoses are also carefully checked to 
ensure that when you pull the operat
ing line your liferaft will perform as 
you would expect. 

Liferaft servicing is a specialised 
trade. Qualified servicemen are trained 
by the various liferaft manufacturers 
and, under the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority regulations, must be 
re-trained, re-examined and re-certifi

Annual servicing 
of your liferaft can be 
likened to your boat's 
insurance - you pay 
an annual premium 
and hope never to 
make a claim! If you 
accept that your lifer
aft could well be your 

"Annual servicing of 
your llferaft can be 

likened to your boat's 
insurance - you pay an 
annual premium and 
hope never to make a 

claim!" 

cated every three 
years. 

Liferaft manufac
turers maintain net
works of approved 
service stations. RFD 
has about 250 around 
the world with 19 
around the Australian 
coastline. All these 

last resort for survival, then the servic
ing fee pales into insignificance. 

Regular servicing ensures all emer
gency equipment packed inside your 
liferaft has not time-expired. ]3.emem
ber that your "AYF pack" contains 
eight flares, rations, water, torch batter
ies, first aid kit (from 1.7.97) and other 
equipment that has limited life 
expectancy. 

At service time the integrity of the 

depots are kept up to date with service 
manuals and modifications that may 
be found necessary through experi
ence. 

It is important to have your brand of 
liferaft checked and certificated only by 
service stations authorised to do so. We 
hope you never need to use your lifer
aft, but if there is no alternative one day 
you will have peace of mind knowing 
that it has been professionally serviced. 

product that is exponentially stronger 
than the sum of its parts. 

The Composite Marine process does 
not require expensive moulds or tool
ing, therefore allowing for an almost 
limitless variety of sizes, shapes and 
tapers to be tailored to the buyer's 
needs. 

Composite Marine is located in 
Shop 4, d ' Albora Marine, New Beach 
Road, Rushcutters Bay, NSW 2011 . 
Phone 02 9328 7966 or fax 02 9362 
8578. 

Much 
depends on 
a correct 
propeller 
Choice of the correct 
propeller is vital to your 
yacht's performance, be 
it under motor or sail, 
says J.B.C.Yachting 
Engineering. 

All sailors, whether cruisers or 
racers, like to reduce drag on 
the bottom of their boats, 

hence the installation of a propeller 
that has fixed narrow blades or one 
which folds or feathers under sail but 
will still give good speed under power. 

Regardless of type of design or 
manufacture, the most suitable pro
peller for your boat is reliant upon the 
continuous horsepower rating of your 
motor, gearbox reduction, waterline 
length and displacement. 

While the most sophisticated for
mulae will give you a diameter and 
pitch, the most satisfactory perfor
mance can only be achieved by "in the 
water" evaluation. 

When you have finally fitted out 
your prop and go for the first run in 
flat water and little breeze, you find 
that your tachometer (number of RPM) 
does not read the designed RPM at full 
throttle, ie 85% - 95% of the continuous 
rating. 
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3M"' Marine Products -the preferred choice of many professional 
who build and maintain boat - are now available to those who 
own and operate them. And the good news just gets better. 

You ' ll not only achieve professional results wi th 3M"' Marine 
Products, you' ll get them in fa r less ti me with 3M"' marine 
"One Step" Products and the 3M'" Marine Superbuff" Polishing Pad. 

Visit your local marine product tore today and ask for 3M"' Marine 
"One Step" Products by name. If your local marine store doesn't 
have 3M "One Step" Products, caJJ l 800 064 333 for the name of 
the neare t 3M Marine Product Centre. 

3M CCDG 4079 9/96 3NI Innovation 

• Marine 
Generators 

• Sales 
• Service 
• Spare Parts 

Available from: 
Viking Diesel & Electric 
6 Taronga Place 
Mona Vale NSW 2103 
(02) 9997 4433 
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This indicates that either the propeller diameter is too 
large or there is too much pitch on the blades. Conversely, if 
the motor over revs, ie runs faster than the continuous rating, 
then either the diameter is too small or there is insufficient 
pitch on the blades. 

To remedy this situation in a fixed blade prop there are the 
options of changing the propeller entirely or having the 
blades re-pitched by a propeller specialist. Either of these 
options can be both time-consuming and expensive. 

The same options are also applicable to geared folding 
propellers which also have the disadvantage of having gear 
teeth exposed to sea water which, if left for any lengthy peri
od, provide a marvellous, protected spot for barnacles to 
grow, causing the blades to stay open when sailing. 

The most versatile type of propeller on the market today 
is the internally geared feathering type, which has the advan
tage of being able to adjust the pitch to suit each installation, 
has gears which are not exposed, and blades that are self
cleaning if barnacles do attach themselves to the hub where 
the blades rotate. 

Permanent Painted 
Coatings from USA 
Permanent Painted Coatings has one 
of the most comprehensive ranges of 
marine products in Australia, many of 
which are the only ones of their type 
available. The company is the master 
distributor for Australia, New Zealand 
and the Pacific Basin of POR 15, a 
company established 1 7 years ago in 
New Jersey, USA. 

POR 15 is a non-porous moisture cured undercoat that 
acts as a rust preventative paint on some of the hard
est areas to coat, such as damp bilges and water and 

fuel tanks. It uses the moisture within the steel and rust to 
cure what Permanent Painted Coatings described as a "ham
mer tough" coating (i.e. you can hit it with a hammer and not 
damage the coating). POR 15 is self levelling and comes in a 
single pack and can be topcoated with any paint system, 
with a huge spread rate plus the advantage of being acid 
resistant, fuel proof and non leaching. 

Permanent Painted Coatings other products include: 
• Copperclad Antifoul - pure copper in an epoxy matrix 

that delivers a hard, slippery non pollutant coating, with a 
theoretical life of up to 20 years. 

• Whitecoat - a glossy, moisture cured, non-UV sensitive, 
two-pot non-porous white topcoat that cures to a hard non
crack or peel finish that is highly resistant to chemical and 
fuel. 

• Pelucid - a single component, moisture cured, totally 
clear topcoat that will not crack, chip or peel, cures to a rock 



hard finish and is not affected by UV (no yellowing). It can 
be painted over unpainted steel, fibreglass or wood by either 
spraying or brushing and is self-levelling. Is ideal for restor
ing gelcoat finishes. Further information: Permanent Painted 
Coatings, phone 02 9999 0122, fax 02 9999 0394 or 1800 643 
229. 

Not just another 
ship's chandlery 
Sydney Chandlery is not just another chandlery. Owner 

Guy Mitchell can co-ordinate complete fit-outs and re
builds with free quotations. On site shipwright, electrical, 
trimming and welding services are available. 

Sydney Chandlery offers a comprehensive stock of safety 
equipment, clothing, wet weather gear, anchors, chains, ro
pe, rigging, pumps, pulleys, fasteners and plumbing items -
everything you could possibly need for equipping and main
taining your boat. There is also a mail order service. 

Further information: Sydney Chandlery at Mosman, 
phone 9968 1933 or fax (02) 9969. 

3M 

The newly released One Step Outdoor Vinyl Cleaner & Protector from 3M Marine. 

Restoring old and 
worn surfaces 
Constant exposure to the sun's damaging ultra-violet 

light (UV) causes surface fading, hardening and crack
ing to vinyl, rubber and plastic surfaces. This can be min
imised through repeated cleaning with a product such as 3M 
Marine's recently launched One Step Outdoor Vinyl Cleaner 
and Protector, 

According to 3M Marine, the product is designed to clean 
and protect vinyl, rubber and plastic surfaces, providing a 
long lasting protection. An added benefit is that it does not 

SYDNEY CHANDLERY 
Q ~t-fs[f,itB. 
u 

COMPREHENSIVE 
STOCK OF CHANDLERY 

SAFETY EQUIPMENT • CLOTHING 
ANCHORS • CHAIN • ROPE 

CLOTHING • WET WEATHER GEAR 
PUMPS • PULLEYS 

FASTENERS • PLUMBING ITEMS 

International Epiglass Paints & Antifouls 

"Standfast" 
Anchors 

SHIPWRIGHT, ELECTRICAL, TRIMMING 
& WELDING SERVICES AVAILABLE 

Sydney Chandlery is not just 
another chandlery! 

Owner Guy Mitchell can offer complete fit outs and 
rebuilds and obligation free quotes. 
Sydney Chandlery offers everything you could 
possibly need for equipping and maintaining your 
boat. Enquire about our mail order service. 

Sydney Chandlery 
81 Parriwi Road, Mosman NSW 2088 
Tel : (02) 9968 1933 • Fax: (02) 9969 4191 
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run, leaves no film residue and will not 
attract dust. 

Also in 3M' s One Step range is the 
Fibreglass Restorer and Wax, said to 
eliminate the worst effects of the marine 
environment, including heavy oxidation, 
chalking, fading, minor scratches, rust 
and exhaust stains from fibreglass boats. 
The One Step products combine a clean
er, rubbing compound restorer and high 
gloss wax in one application. 

Further information: 3M Marine on 
1800 064 333. 

Epiglue won't 
leave you 
stuck with a 
problem 
When a product has been consis

tently used for more than 30 
years by professional boat builders, 
you know it must have something 
going for it. With Epiglue, from Inter-

national Epiglass, that something 
could well save your boat. 

It is one of the strongest, least com
plicated marine glues on the market. 
Being factory produced and pre-mixed 
under stringent conditions, it takes all 
the guess work out of measuring and 
blending the glue yourself. 

Preparing Epiglue is quick and easy. 
It's a two-component epoxy resin 
adhesive which only requires one part 

hardener to be mixed with two parts 
resin (by volume) for the job to be 
underway. It's also non-staining, has 
gap filling properties, and provides a 
strong bond for plastic, glass laminates 
and all types of timber - including 
resinous and oily wood. 

Of course, before using Epiglue, 
thorough substrate preparation should 
be undertaken first, otherwise opti
mum results won't be achieved. For 
instance, oily woods should be cross
hatched using coarse 4-60 grit sand 
paper with a 30 degrees sanding 
motion across the grain. Gelcoats on 
fibreglass require a light sanding to 
remove the gloss ( or a heavy sanding 
for interior wax). 

Clamping pressure and times are 
similarly important, with careful atten
tion being paid to substrate tempera
tures rather than mean atmospheric 
temperatures. Pick up The Complete 
Guide to Boat Painting by Internation
al Epiglass - phone 1800 251 421. 

Epiglue is a high performance 
marine and general performance 
epoxy resin adhesive and suitable for 
use above and below the waterline. 

Sail care for longer life 
Sails are like people - to achieve maximum life they must be looked after and 
cared for - that's th~ advice from Hood Sails, adding that it applies whether you 
race your boat or just go cruising. 

Today's sails are superbly made 
from superb materials. The 
secret of these sails is the chem

istry that has gone to make the materi
als, the sophisticated machines that 
weave the yarn into a tight stable 
cloth, the heat treatment that sets and 
stabilises it still further, and the chem
ical fillers that help improve its low
stretch characteristics. 

There have also been significant 
developments in the methods of seam
ing sails and in making sailcloth less 
susceptible to damage by the ultra
violet content of sunlight. 

But the fact remains that most sails 
start to become brittle after four or five 
years in temperate zones and in a frac
tion of that time in the tropics. That 
means that if you want to get a long 
working life out of your sails you 
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must take care of them. 
All too frequently one sees expen

sive sails carelessly stowed and 
exposed to the elements. They will last 
a great deal longer if carefully bagged 
up and put away below decks. If away 
cruising and using the same headsail 
daily, then at least flake the sail to the 
foot with the luff still hanked to the 
forestay - roll up from the clew and 
slide the resultant bundle into a sail
bag leaving only the hanks and parts 
of the luff tape exposed. 

A product developed specifically 
for cruising boats is called a "ready 
bag" and incorporates open-end zips 
or toggle fasteners to enscapulate the 
sail completely when lowered. These 
have the added advantage of an 
attachment point for the halyard to 
suspend the whole unit above the 

deck, keeping it out of the way of 
anchor, chain and water or mud. 

In the case of boomed sails, protect 
from both the sun and ever-present 
grime, by a well-made, loosely fitting 
sail cover. If you have a headsail set on 
furling gear you will need a cover, of 
sacrificial material (sun shield) 
stitched on to it to protect it from the 
debilitating effects of UV. If a good 
acrylic is used the sacrificial strip sys
tem is best, as a cover constantly mov
ing in the wind is an every-present 
source of chafe, particularly from the 
clew down. 

The cover must be large enough to 
hoist over the largest part of the sail 
when furled which necessitates this 
bottom section being much larger than 
required. 

Don't think coloured sails are 



immune. Far from it, for they absorb 
more light and thus reflect fewer harm
ful wavelengths. Spinnakers and those 
modern cruising versions, MP-S, are 
made from nylon which is closely 
related to Dacron and is even more 

susceptible to UV degradation. 
However, properly handled, 

stowed and maintained and looked 
after, the useful life of a suit of sails can 
be anything up to 10 years. Not quite 
up to the working life of sails made 

many years ago from Egyptian cotton 
- but try asking your sailmaker when 
he last saw any of that around. 

Extract from "Looking After Sails" 
prepared by Tony Bouzaid of Hood 
New Zealand. 

Mildew - profile of a problem 
It is a poorly kept secret that mildew will grow on sails. It 's something we loath 
and wish would go away, and at the same time we do not completely understand 
it and do not have a lot of good answers for prevention and cure. 

Here is what North Sails do 
know and what you should 
know in dealing with the 

problem of mildew. 
1. Mildew is a fungus . Like mush

rooms (another fungus), it grows best 
in damp conditions, and probably 
doesn't like daylight. For whatever 
reason, most likely the existence of dif
ferent strains, it can flourish in cli
mates as diverse as subtropical Flori
da, the Australian Barrier Reef, and 
the midwinter Pacific Northwest, all 
with very different ambient tempera
tures. 

2. Mildew survives on microscopic 
organic compounds that it takes from 

water. On boats, this includes anchor 
ropes and mooring lines, sheets and 
sail covers, dodgers, cockpit cushions, 
mattresses, bulkheads, and so forth. 
Mildew spores are carried in the air, 
especially in rain water, or are easily 
transferred by contact. 

Profile of a typical 
mildew problem 

North Sails has developed a profile 
of circumstances which would 
increase the likelihood of mildew 
growth on sails ... 

Most likely type of sail: Roller-furl
ing genoa. 

Most likely usage pattern: 

"Mildew can grow in any 
environment 'that is not overly 

hostile to it, provided it has 
sufficient food and water!' 

Kept on the stay but not used for 
weeks at a time. The rolled sail is 
an excellent trap and incubator 
for enriched rainwater, which 
trickles down into the wraps of 
sail and can't evaporate. Salt 

the air, water, or from the surface of 
the sail. It also feeds on and destroys 
cotton, linen, and other natural fibers 
once popular in sails. 

3. Mildew is not unusually attract
ed to modern sailcloth, including 
polyester, nylon, aramids, adhesives, 
finishes, films, etc., and does not 
cause structural damage to synthetic 
sails. 

4. Mildew does not affect the 
integrity or performance of modern 
sailcloth, so our concern is with the 
sometimes quite gruesome cosmetic 
disfiguration it can cause. 

5. Mildew can grow in any environ
ment that is not overly hostile to it, 
provided it has sufficient food and 

water does not seem to carry 
mildew spores and salt does not seem 
to have been a contributor in the 
worst mildew cases. 

Most likely location: Florida, cer
tain ports in the south of France and 
tropical North Queensland. There 
seems to be a definite geographical 
connection. One theory is that the 
local rainwater is particularly rich 
owing to the biology of the surround
ing waters, or something on land. On 
the other hand, these are both areas 
with many out-of-town owners who 
keep their boats in the water ready to 
go, but do not get to use them on a 
regular basis. 

Most likely material: any laminate 
with an exposed substrate. There are 

two reasons laminates seem to grow 
fungus more readily than woven poly
ester. 

1. The film is 100% impermeable so 
that trapped moisture cannot escape. 
Even the most tightly woven poly
esters have some microscopic amount 
of porosity. 

2. By their nature, laminated sub
strates are more likely to catch and 
retain mildew spores and nutrients. 
They are loosely woven, coarser, and 
scoured clean to be most receptive to 
adhesives. Woven polyester is more 
tightly woven, then calendared (rolled 
under high pressure and heat) so it is 
smoother, and the finish includes a 
water repellent. 

Another likely location: Foam luffs. 
Closed-cell foam, and the insignia 
cloth used to hold it down in many 
cases, are even more effective water 
traps than any laminate. 

How to avoid mildew 
1. See that the sails are aired regu

larly, especially after rain. This may 
mean unrolling the headsail at the 
mooring for an hour, on a calm, dry 
day. 

2. Exposure to sunlight is helpful 
but too much causes other problems. 

3. Do not put away damp or salty 
(the salt attracts and retains moisture), 
and store in a dry location. 

4. If the boat is to be left for more 
than a week or two, take the sail off 
the rig and store it dry, or arrange for 
somebody to air it regularly and espe
cially after rain. 

5. Do not install a foam luff on any 
sail that fits the "most-likely" profile 
described earlier. 
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Understanding Antifouling 
Theresa Biggelaar interviews master marine painter Geoff Tyers on the 
complexities of antifouling. 

I I of all the paint films, there 
is no more technically 
complex coat than 

antifoul," says Geoff Tyers, a marine 
painter who has operated at Careening 
Cove, Sydney, for the past 30 years. 

"No other paint is designed to stay 
under water, to dissolve gradually in 
water, or is constructed with poison in 
it to protect the surface to which it is 
applied. 

"Think what it is being asked to do. 
Stay permanently immersed every 
minute of every day of every week for 
a year or more to protect an investment 
of anything from five thousand to hun
dreds of thousands of dollars. 

"Most people put on only one coat 
all over, but imagine how much water 
is flowing around the prop and aper
ture, or over the rudder compared with 
the rest of the hull. Imagine, during 

1\11 

For decades, boatbuilders 
have depended upon 3M 
adhesives, tapes and abrasives. 
Now 3M introduces a range 
of Marine Adhesive Sealant 
products designed for the 
harsh and demanding 

marine environment. 

Marine 
Adhesive 
Sealant 
Fast Cure 
5200 

If you prefer water time 
to dock time, then you 
will always want to 
have some 3M Marine 
Sealant Fast Cure 5200 
on board. This high 
performance all purpose 
adhesive sealant 
becomes tack free in one 
hour. It stays flexible 
after curing to allow for 
structural movement 
and shock caused by 
heavy seas. 
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95% of the time most boats are on a 
mooring, how much the waterline is 
exposed to sun, wind and water, one 
minute wet, one minute dry. 

"Apertures, waterline, propeller, 
shafts, rudder-stock and keel base 
should all get more coats, even if 
you're only going to put one coat on 
overall. It only takes another litre or so, 
but it prolongs efficiency. That's impor
tant." 

The best preparation, Geoff advises, 
is to remove as much of the old 
antifoul as possible. Carry out any 
repairs and patch coat them with the 
correct primers and extra antifoul. 

"If you prepare properly and put 
two or three coats on, then allow the 
boat to stand on the slip for an extra 
day so that the paint hardens and the 
leeching out of the poisons is slower," 
Geoff says. "Do this and you'll get a 

If you don 't need quite so strong 
a bond then 3M"' Marine 
Adhesive Sealant Fast Cure 

:M 
Marine 
Adhesive 
Sealant 
Fast Cure 
4200 

4200 is your product. 

It has roughly half the strength 
of 5200FC, yet it is still tack 
free in one hour. Use it 

when you may need to 
di sassemble the job at a 
later time. 

Both these products are a 
one-part moisture - curing 
polyurethane used to form 
a watertight, weather 
resistant seal above or 
below the waterline. 

• .. . 

year to 18 months effective antifouling 
life. Launched too soon, antifoul will 
grow slime within weeks and is unlike
ly to be effective for more than six 
months." 

Geoff stresses that if you can get a 
maximum film thickness with a mini
mum amount of surface defect, then 
you will get optimum life from your 
antifoul. Rough, crude application in 
varying thickness, will give poor per
formance. 

As Geoff says, racing yachtsmen 
want a smooth finish to improve lami
nar flow across the hull and reduce 
drag. He says an airless spray gun is 
best for application because it doesn't 
atomise the paint into clouds of over
spray. Nor is there any bounce-back off 
the hull as there is when using an ordi
nary spray gun. All the paint goes on 
the job. "You can get more on with the 

Sealing wooden decks - 3M™ 
Marine Sealant 101 is the choice 
of many professionals. It provides 
a flexible, weather, U.V. and 
chemical resistant seal. 

Its flexibility is ideal for decks 
where significant joint 
movement is expected. 

A primer is available for use 
with teak and other oily timbers. 

Visit your local marine 
product store or distributor 
and ask for 3M"' Marine 
Adhesive Sealant or phone 
1-800-064-333 for the name 
of your nearest stockist. 

3NI Innovation 



airless gun than you can with the 
roller," he says. 

Modern antifouls for racing boats 
are designed to lay down with mini
mum surface texture and still have film 
thickness," Geoff explains. "When 
applied using the correct spray equip
ment, nozzle size, air pressure and vis
cosity, they lay down with a texture 
resembling fine writing paper. 

"Imagine how thick the antifoul is 
when you roller it (see diagram). A 
paintbrush is different but no better 
(see diagram). The more you leave on 
the job, the better. Thinning it down is 
usually done to give people an easy 
time but that's self-defeating because a 
thinner coat of antifoul is less efficient. 

"Based on a product called Formula 
77 which was in popular use 20 to 30 
years ago, one coat of antifoul has been 
the norm in the marine trade in Aus
tralia," says Geoff. ""That's alright if 
you use, and continue to use, soft cop
per antifoul and do it often, but if you 
use a sophisticated copper you can 
leave longer periods between slipping. 
No one antifoul is suitable for all ves
sels under all conditions. Copper 

antifoul paints exist in varying degrees 
of hardness for different purposes as 
do non-copper types." 

Geoff stresses the importance of cor
rect mixing of antifouling paint. "One 
of the problems with copper-based 
coatings is that they settle on the bot
tom of the can,' he says. "It's the bit in 
the bottom of the can that's the most 
important and it should be mixed 

STOP RUST PERMANENTLY with POR-15 Rust 
Prevent Paint and discover a whole range of 
restoration products previously not availab le in 
Austra lia. 

Manufactured in the Un ited States for over 17 
years , POR-15 restoration products have proven 
themselves in the huge US restoration scene. 
POR-15 RU ST PREVENTIVE PAINT 

Seals moisture away from metal with a coating that 
won't crack, chip or peel. Strengthened by exposure 
to moisture, it is not affected by salt spray, petrol or 
oil and is totally acid resistant. 

MARINE PRODUCTS 
POR-15 Marine, CopperClad 20-year marine anti-foul. 

HAMMER TOUGH TOPCOATS 
Moisture cured topcoats, also suitable for marine 
and automotive use, available in clear, black and 
white. 

POR-STRIP 
A powerful, yet gentle, all-purpose paint stripper that 
won 't damage glass, chrome, rubber, aluminium or 
fibreglass. Won 't raise the grain on wood. 

. CALL FREE 1-800 643 229 

through. That's what you're paying 
for." 

Discussing racing yachts, Geoff 
points out that some coatings are 
designed specifically for racing boats 
and have graphite, teflon or silicon 
additives in them. These additives 
have the effect of producing a smooth 
non-grip surface to which marine 
growth cannot easily adhere. They 

HIGH TEMPERATURE PAINT 
Grey, black and b"rilliant aluminium heat resistant 
finish that withstand tempe ratures up to 760°G. 

ENGINE ENAMELS 
A range of popular co lours - 80% solids. A top
quality engine paint. 

FUEL TAN K SEALER & REPAIR KIT 
A high tech sealer impervious to all fuels or a kit to 
do a complete fuel tank restoration for your car or 
motorcycle. 

Plus many cost saving kits, cleaners, preprimers plus 
a range of car and boat care products and accessories 
- all in our FREE 30-page catalogue. 

Permanent Painted Coatings 
PERMANENT PAMED COATNlS PTY.LTO. 
UNIT 8, 4 PROSPERITY PARADE, P.O.BOX 3003, WARRIEWOOD 2102 
SYDNEY, NSW, PHONE (02) 9999 0122, FAX (02) 9999 0394 
EMAIL: ppc@nectar.com.au 
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anv composne spar, to anv si 
wtth anv shape and 
anvtaper. 

Composite Manne 02 
d'Albora Marina New Beach Rd. 
Ruahcuttera Bay NSW 2011 

* SHEET & HALYARD WINCHES 
ARCO Winches. complete range of ultra-reliable and 

easy to service yacht winches for peace of mind 

ARCO Electric and Hydraulic Drives, available in the 
most comprehensive range of any manufacturer 

* ANCHOR WINDLASSES 
ORCA Electric Anchor Winches, reliable and safe 

anchoring with minimum effort 

* ROLLER FURLING / REEFING 
ARCO Furling Systems. Top-of-the-Range Fuelers, 

available for manual or hydraulic operation 

* BARLOW/ BARIENT SPARES 
Complete supply of Spare Parts and Service for all 

Barlow or Barient winch models and powered systems. 
We retro-fit Electric and Hydraulic Drives to winches 

that were originally available as powered models. 

THE AUSTRALIAN YACHT WINCH CO. P/L 
4-11 Stoddart Rd. Prospect NSW 2149 

Phone: +61 (02) 9688 1570 Fax: +61 (02) 9636 1676 

when reliability matters - the choice is ARCO/ ORCA 
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Cross section rollered anti-foul coat 

The thinnest (lowest) points indicate the true protection level 

Cross section brushed on coat - same direction strokes 

inhibit adhesion as opposed to the more traditionally used 
copper-based antifouls that rely on poison to repel growth. 

"Teflon, graphite and silicon coatings are therefore envi
ronmentally friendly, though their effectiveness is only opti
mal on vessels which are used at speed at not more than four 
or five days intervals," he stressed. "These coatings develop 
slime which washes off as the vessel accelerates - that is, pro
vided the slime hasn't progressed to actual marine growth 
and penetrated the coating. Once this occurs, the coating is 
compromised and the boat will have to be cleaned. 

"Beware of these coatings if you don't use the boat fre
quently," Geoff warns. "If you find yourself having to switch 
back to a copper-based antifoul, you will need to strip these 
paint films back to the bare hull. The nature of 
teflon/ graphite/ silicon is that each inhibits adhesion, thus 
other coatings will not adhere to them either." 

Another development in modern antifouls is that they 
incorporate derivatives of copper such as cuprous oxide and 
copper thalacynate. It's now possible to get white coppers, 
although the waterline turns green as the copper content oxi
dises. "Simply because a boat has a slimy bottom doesn't 
mean the antifoul is not working. Many of the modern 
antifouls grow a slime within six weeks, showing up extra on 
white bottoms, but it doesn't get any thicker and the paint 
doesn't deteriorate as an antifoul coating just because it's got 
a slime build on it." 

Geoff also cautions boat owners about the use of "swim
mers" cleaning the bottoms of their craft. "They are divers, 
not paint technicians," he points out. "If the marine growth 
doesn't come off with a sponge, they use a doodlebug. If it 
doesn' t come off with a doodlebug, they get a scraper to it 
and in the process destroy the very paint that protects the 
boat. Underwater cleaning shortens the life of the antifoul. 

"Swimming has been spawned out of people trying to 
reduce their painting costs by slipping less regularly, but 
it is a very short-sighted policy," says Geoff. "Soft, cop-



"Early summer with warmer waters is 
not only a convenient time for 
antifouling, but is the correct time to 
apply it because that's when marine 
organisms are most active!' 

per-based antifouls generally aren't designed for scrub
bing under water." 

However, he says that teflon/ graphite/ silicon based coat
ings are less inclined to damage. This is because the coating 
does not absorb water and soften as do the other types. 
"Care is still required, however, because the adhesion
inhibiting paint films can easily be compromised by careless 
scraping or incomplete cleaning in areas such as the lower 
keel which can be difficult to reach and work on." 

Commercial antifouls have existed for more than a hundred 
years, but when a demand for coloured anitfouls began, cop
per which is brown and turns green, could not be used. Inno
vative concepts were required, resulting in the creation of vinyl 
pigments; blues, greens and whites. Vinyl paints became the 
new technology requiring special mediums. 

Mediums are the liquid part of a paint that suspends and 
conveys the chemicals/ copper/ pigment from the brush, 
roller or gun on to the surface of the hull, binding them 
down to form a protective coating when it dries. 

"The medium facilitates the leaching process while the 
poison within the paint film comes out to do the job of 
antifouling," explains Geoff. "By carefully formulating the 
medium, accurate control can be had over the stages in the 
antifouling cycle at which the poison is released." 

"Early summer with warmer waters is not only a conve
nient time for antifouling," Geoff advises, "but is the correct 
time to apply it because that's when marine organisms are 
most active. Freshly applied antfoul is then at its strongest in 
the antifouling cycle, coinciding with peak marine growth." 

Geoff Tyers has been a painter by profession for more 
than 50 years and is one of Sydney's most highly regard
ed marine painters. "Over those fifty years marine paint
ing has become technical," he says. "The materials of 
which boats are now made have changed greatly, as have 
the coatings, which have become more sophisticated. 
May I suggest we think even more about the antifoul 
process and its application." )j 

Master marine painter Geoff 
Tyers of Geoff Tyers Maritime 
Decoration In Careening Cove, 
Sydney. (Pie - Theresa 
Biggelaar). 

ili=iJ 
MARINE & SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

RFD {Australia) Pty ud 

MELBOURNE: 
129 Herald Street 
Cheltenham VIC 3192 
Phone (03) 9532 1822 
Fax (03) 9532 1949 

BRISBANE: 
6 Aranda Street 
Cheltenham VIC 3192 
Phone (03) 9532 1822 
Fax (03) 9532 1949 

SYDNEY: 
23 Aylesbury Street 
Botany NSW 2019 
Phone (02) 9666 1389 
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Designs 
of the 90s 

... -
When one steps onboard 
a Swan to review it, it is 
the yachting equivalent of 
a motoring journalist 
taking a Jaguar or 
Porsche out for a spin. 
We are dealing with an 
icon here and who the 
hell am I to argue, writes 
Larry Jamieson. 

Quite simply, Swan yachts have 
been known for some 30 years 
as the best production yacht in 

the world . This reputation has been built 
on outstanding craftsmanship and atten
tion to detail. The trick on this sort of 
boat is to simply open a cupboard or 
look in the bi lge. Good quality builders 
will care as much about the finish in 
areas not readily seen as the more obvi 
ous cosmetic exterior finish . 

Swans are not inexpensive - never 
have been and never will be. Wheel and 
interior mast section are covered in 
Finnish elk hide. 

There is hot and cold pressured 
water and loads of storage space . There 
is not a premium placed on cramming as 
many bunks as possible into the layout -
Swans are not designed as charter 
yachts . 

The boat is weighed down with a lot 
of luxury gear such as generators and 
watermakers etc, but all of these are 
designed to be sited well below the 
waterline. The weight therefore acts as 
internal ballast making the boat stiffer 
and a better performer to windward . 

Before I start to get too passionate 
about these yachts I must make an 
admission . As a 23 year old boat bum, I 
worked for the Nautor Swan agent, first 
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The newly launched Swan 44 Loki shows her classic hull shape as she clears Sydney Harbour after 
the start of the Sydney - Mooloolaba race, her maiden ocean race. She went on to win PHS Overall , 
PHS Division B and the Classic Division. (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

in Monaco and then in the UK. My job 
was initial ly to deliver the yachts to their 
new owners. Later I spent a very enter
taining 10 months as the paid hand on 
the Swan 65, Yellowdrama V. We con
tested (and won) the Swan worlds in the 
UK before sailing the boat across to the 
Caribbean for the season and then back 
to the UK. 

It was a cool job. There was a gen
eral respect for Swans in the profession
al yachting community which was given 
to very few production yachts . Again this 
was probably because the people who 
were paid to maintain the yachts appre
ciated more than most their quality of 
build , design, layout and attention to 
detail. 

The fact that a Dutchman called Cor
nelis van Rietshoten had won the sec
ond Whitbread Race in a standard Swan 
65 called Flyer certainly added to the 
Swan legend. The Whitbread race held 
the same allure then for aspiring young 
racing yachties as it does now. 

The latest Swan to sail in Australian 
waters , Stephen Ainsworth's Swan 44 
Loki, is a boat designed for discerning 
yachtsmen who want a performance 
cruiser and have passage making ambi
tions. It is certainly not intended as an 
around the cans day racer. 

When Offshore arrived at d'Albora 
Marina, Ainsworth was busily preparing 
the boat for the Sydney Mooloolaba 
race. 

It proved to be an outstanding race 

for the new boat and its owner. Loki 
placed first in the PHS Overall (covering 
all yachts in the fleet) , first in PHS Divi
sion A and won the new Logan Classic 
Division for classic yachts and those 
"which cruise in style. " 

Ainsworth 's plans for 1998 were to do 
the Sydney to Mooloolaba, then cruise 
Loki back to Sydney. He then planned to 
compete in the Brisbane to Honiara 
Race on a Brisbane based Swan (of 
course). After he would race Loki in the 
Cruising Yacht Club's summer offshore 
series out of Sydney. 

Loki was shipped from Finland to 

German Frers 
Builder: Nautor's Swan, 

Finland 
LOA: 13.75m 
LWL: 10.56m 
Beam 4.18m 
Draft (light): 2.18m 
Draft (loaded): 2.23m 
Ballast: 3,800 kg 

Displacement: 
Light: 11 ,000 kg 
Loaded: 12,400 kg 
Fuel: 250 litres 
Water: 380 litres 
Service powere: 12 volt 
Engine: Volvo Penta 

MD22L, 36.5 kW 



• Make sure your sails • 
are made to go the distance 

Addiction 

Get the best out of your boat. 
Call your local loft now and benefit from the Hood experience. 

Sydney (02) 9905 0800: Melbourne (03) 9646 5273: Brisbane (07) 3893 1022: 
Adelaide (08) 8449 4000: Hobart (03) 6223 5660: Lab Macquarie (02) 4950 4485: 

Townmlle (077) 715 429: Glppdand Lakes (03) 5156 7099: 
Sall Power WA (08) 9386 3094: 'lbe Yacht Shop (08) 8981 2948. 

The Trusted Name in Sailmaking 

At Hood we believe it's our job to 
provide you with the best sails to 
accomplish your performance 
goals. Our computer generated 
moulded sails give you lasting 
performance through our proven 
designs and durability. Results are 
easy to come by when you use 
Hood Sails. 

Hood Sails congratulates: 
CYCA S.O.P.S. Division 2 IMS 
1st Sommerbreeze Hans Sommer 
Div. 2 PHS 
1st Sommerbreeze Hans Sommer 

Div. 3 IMS 
1st Windlass Karl Stechmann 
Div.3 PHS 
1st Incredible Danny Mcconville 
2nd Windlass Karl Stechmann 

MHYC CHS Pointscore 
1st Addiction Richard Perini 
2nd Razors Edge Ray Stone 

JOG Grand Prix Greyhound 
1st Addiction Richard Perini 

JOG Corrected 
1st Max Mike Grout/ Steve Wilton 
2nd Buck Peter MacNamara 
3rd Addiction Richard Perini 

RSYS Offshore Pointscore Scratch 
1st Addiction Richard Perini 

PHS Summer 
1st Addiction Richard Perini 
3rd Barinya Peter Jones 

2nd Tasman Performance Series 
Mistress Mercy James Murchison 

1st Ocean Pointscore PHS 
Classic Blue Chris Oh 

2nd Ocean Pointscore IMS 
2nd Ocean Pointscore PHS 
Elusive Geoff Lavis 

C•I•D> 
SAILMAKERS 
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Left: Owner Stephen Ainsworth and a drooling Offshore publisher Larry Jamieson aboard Loki. The helmsman's position is separated from the large cockpit 
from where the crew can access the massive sail lockers. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge).Right: Looking for'ard in the main saloon of Loki ... illustrating the quality 
comfort of the Swan yachts. To port is the spacious galley, to starboard the chart table. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

Sydney and Ainsworth retained Hugh 
Treharne, the America's Cup winning tac
tician, to supervise the yacht's prepara
tion and working up for the Mooloolaba 
race . Although rushed, the preparation 
was obviously thorough as Loki was a 
clear winner in its division. Stephen had 

stretch variety. 
Treharne pointed out that these sails 

would load up the boat considerably 
more than normal cruising sails. The 
result was that they found that halyards 
were being stripped and jammers failing 
under load. 

The message is clear. If you are 
going to buy even the best produced 
cruiser racer in the world and then 
upgrade the loads on the sails, give a 
thought to upgrading the running rigging 
and deck gear that holds it. A set of new 
Harken jammers quickly fixed Loki's 

small problem. an experienced crew on board 
including Tony Kirby, Peter Antill 
and the Swan Australia agent 
Michael "Zapper" Bell. 

Owner Stephen Ainsworth at the chart table in his new Swan 44 Mk II 
cruiser/racer, Loki, which made its racing debut on a winning note in the 
Mooloolaba race. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

The cruiser racer division 
of offshore racing is where the 
fun is . It is also where the 
growth is. While the grand 
prix racers will always steal 
the limelight, more and more 
people are discovering the 
joys of being at sea in a com
fortable, well found yacht. 

Treharne tweaked the boat 
in a number of areas. Including 
working with Norths Sails' 
Peter Antill on sails and deck 
layout. He re-led and doubled 
the mainsheet to provide the 
mainsail trimmer with consider
ably more purchase. 

Stephen Ainsworth plans to 
give the boat much more of a 
work-out than would the aver
age Swan owner who cruises 
around the Mediterranean with 
Dacron sails. The new North 
sails are of the high tech , low 

With modern building tech
niques and a rating rule which 
encourages quick boats, you 
can win races as well as be 
comfortable at sea. 

Expect to hear more of 
Loki (Norse god of mischief 
and trickery) during the sum
mer offshore season. j~ 

David Lyons Yacht Design 
ACN 057 661 104 

Results, Results, Results . . . they count for a lot. 
Our designs have been recent winners in all major races on the East Coast. 

"Atara" IMS43 Sydney- Gold Coast and Sydney - Mooloolaba 
"Cuckoo's Nest" IMS 40 Sydney - Hobart and "Corobboree" IMS31 Brisbane - Gladstone 

"Rapscallion" IMS42 Coffs Harbour Series. Other triumphs include the 1997 CYCA IMS Bluewater 
Championship, Southern Cross Cup top individual boat, JOG and TVA National Champions. 

Design assets learned on the racecourse have been reinvested in performance cruising designs such as 
the stunning 65 footer "Valtair''. NEW CHS PROGRAM UNDERWAY FOR 1998. 

Contact Craig Johnson Tel (0411) 869 995. PO Box 354, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086 
Fax 02 9975 5976 • Email: lyonsdesign@pobox.com 
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Designs 
of the 90s 

The offshore and harbour 
racing success over the 
past two seasons of 
Sommerbreeze, owned 
and skippered by CYCA 
Rear Commodore Hans 
Sommer, has placed the 
production Cavalier 350 
SL cruiser/racer high on 
the yacht buyer's guide, 
writes Peter Campbell. 

N 
ew Zealander Laurie Davidson, an 
innovative yacht designer whose 
creative input to yacht design has 

ranged from dinghies to IMS cruiser/rac
ers to maxis and America's Cup chal
lengers, designed the Cavalier 35 back in 
the late 1980s as a comfortable but fast 
cruiser for New Zealand sailing condi
tions. 

It's popularity there quickly caught the 
eye of Australians and Cavalier 35s have 
been built here since the early 1990s. 
However, the first most significant move 
came in 1994 when the then Australian 
builders asked Davidson to upgrade the 
boat's performance to become the Cava
lier 350SL. 

While the original hull remained 
unchanged, Davidson gave the keel a 
bulb, re-designed the deck, while the 
interior was also modernised. The result 
was a fast cruiser/racer with excellent all
round performance and good sea quali
ties that make it a very satisfying boat to 
race inshore and offshore, in light airs to 
heavy weather offshore. 

The second most significant move 
came 18 months ago when the well
established boat-building company, 
Pacesetter Yachts, bought the Cavalier 
moulds, including the 350 SL and the 
395. Pacesetter, which also build lnterna-

Cavalier 350SL, Sommerbreeze, in action on opening day of the BMW Sydney Winter Series on 
Sydney Harbour. (Pie - Ace Marine Photography) . 

tional Etchells, International One
Designs, and Elliott 5.9 sports boats is 
currently building a new Cavalier 395 and 
also modernising the internal layout of 
both the 350 SL and the 395 with the 
emphasis on open space. Pacesetter is 
also building a new Etchells for Dennis 
Conner - the second boat they have built 
for the former America's Cup and world 
champion yachtsman. 

Since 1994 some 24 Cavalier 350 
SL's have been built in Australia and 
several , including Sommerbreeze, 
owned by Cruising Yacht Club of Aus
tralia Rear Commodore Hans Sommer, 
have achieved excellent racing suc
cess. In her first season , after being 

Hans Sommer, Rear Commodore of the CYCA 
and owner/skipper of the successful Cavalier 
350SL, Sommerbreeze. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge). 

launched in March 1996, Sommer
breeze won the PHS Division 2 and 
placed second in IMS Division 2 of the 
Cruising Yacht Club's Short Ocean 
Pointscore (SOPS) for 1996-97, then 
went on to place second in Division 3 of 
the Winter Series , as well as winning 
the 1997 Cavalier Regatta. This past 
summer season (1997-98) she won the 
SOPS Division 2 pointscore under both 
IMS and PHS, the Kay Cottee Sailabili
ty Regatta and the Rubber Kellaway 
Trophy. 

Sommer has nothing but praise for his 
Cavalier 350 SL and for most of his crew 
of "amateur" sailors who have raced with 
him for several seasons, including on his 
previous yacht, a Northshore 33. Most of 
them came into club racing after complet
ing courses with the Pacific Sailing 
School. 

However, much of the yacht's success 
is due to Sommer's own efforts. Apart 
from his own skill as a helmsman, Som
mer looks after his boat with great per
sonal care and attention to detail. The 
boat and its Hood Sails inventory look as 
immaculate as the day the boat was 
launched. 

"Apart from being fitted out so well 
below, the Cavalier 350 SL is an excellent 
boat for Australian conditions where we 
spend 95% of our time on deck enjoying 
our good weather," Sommer says. "We 
have a huge cockpit that can seat up to 
ten people out for a day's cruising - that's 
more than you can accommodate on 
some 45-footers. 

"With its fractional rig, it's an easy boat 
to handle in all conditions. When we race 
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RANGE OF PEDIGREE 
CRUISING YACHTS 

Existing Cavalier owners are invited to attend 

The Annual CAVALIER REGATTA 
to be held at CYCA 30th May 1998 

For further details contact Rob Landis 0414 741 725 

11 :Metre One 

Design Class 
Association 

"The best value 
sport yacht in 

Australia" 

E 5.9 
SPORT 

TRAILER H----IW 

YACHT-~r-=========.f.~tf=,l.f;_-"fi:_-'J 

Jetche/1s 
INTIRNATIONAL ETCHELLS CLASS 

WORLD'S PREMIER ONE 
DESIGN KEEL BOAT 
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Below decks on the Cavalier 350SL, showing the high quality finish and the 
spacious saloon and galley. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) . 

offshore we sail with a crew of seven or eight, yet in twilights we 
can handle it comfortably with three or four. And just out for a 
day's cruising on the Harbour, two people can sail it with ease. 

"In every way, Sommerbreeze is a delight to sail, a most 
rewarding boat to own," Sommer added. 

While Sommerbreeze's racing has been confined to short 
ocean races, several other Cavalier 350 SLs regularly compete 
in long ocean races, including Warwick Sherman's A Crewed 
Interest and George Waldhausen's Superfine. A Crewed Inter
est has raced to Lord Howe Island several times and competed 
in races from Sydney to Southport and to Mooloolaba, placing in 
her division of these races. Superfine won her PHS division in 
the 1996 Sydney-Gold Coast race . 

The Cavalier 350 SL combines a high aspect rig with triple 
sweptback spreaders and the latest in keel and rudder configu
rations to deliver an excellent performance. This is aided by the 
uncluttered deck layout and, in particular, the large open cock
pit. At the same time, accommodation below includes a large 
galley, enclosed bathroom, a comfortable saloon, sleeping for up 
to seven crew, and voluminous sail storage. 

Pacesetter Yachts , based at Bilpin in the Lower Blue Moun
tains west of Sydney, is marketing the Cavalier 350SL through 
Maurice Drent Boat Services, based at the CYCA. A basic ful 
ly-rigged yacht with two sails, fitted with a Volvo engine and a 
Letrosan toilet, and now with a modernised accommodation lay
out, costs $178,500. 

East Sail at Rushcutters Bay has five Cavalier 350SLs in its 
fleet, giving potential buyers the opportunity for a half day "drive 
before buy" sailing test. jj 

Designer 
Builder 
LOA 
LWL 
Beam 
Draft 
Displacement 
Ballast 
Price (fully fitted 
with 2 sails) 

Laurie Davidson (NZL) 
Pacesetter Yachts, Bilpin, NSW 
10.6m 
8.77m 
3.36m 
2.11m 
4560kg 
1914kg 
$178,000. 



Sailing 
the Web 

AYF to assist with 
Club web sites 
The Australian Yachting 
Federation is planning to 
provide clubs and class 
associations around Australia 
with a generic Internet web site 
format on a floppy disk to 
assist them in setting up and 
maintaining their own web site. 

Prepared by technical consultant 
and sailing enthusiast Paul Pas
coe, the floppy disk will be avail

able at a nominal fee to clubs and class 
associations throughout Australia. It 
will include a spreadsheet for results. 

While many clubs and associations 
already have their own sites, Pascoe, 
who wrote the internet results program 
for the Atlanta Olympics and the Hobie 
Worlds, believes an Internet web site is a 
must for every club in Australia. 

Pascoe stressed the importance of the 
Internet in improving communications 
and results services in the sport of sail
ing at the Australian Yachting Federa
tion's inaugural annual conference in 
May. As he pointed,out, placing regatta 
and club results on the web is an accept
ed part of club services in Britain, 
Europe and the USA. In Australia, sev
eral clubs are now placing weekly 
results on their web site, including the 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia with 
results being uploaded as quickly as 

they are printed out at the club after 
weekend racing. 

"Sailors have more access to the Inter
net than most others involved in a sport, 
with the heaviest use being Monday to 
Friday," Pascoe told delegates. "The 
Internet is being heavily supported by 
the International Sailing Federation 
(ISAF) with its own site that is linked to 
sites around the world." 

Surveys had shown that the primary 
information that sailors want is results, 
results and more results, followed by 
race reports, news releases and pho
tographs. Pascoe said a club website 
should comprise: general information 
about the club; membership; a calendar 
of events; dates and details of major 
events; club news; club merchandise; 
and results and immediate results. The 
club home page should be linked to oth
er sailing sites such as the AYF and local 
state yachting authorities and the ISAF 
site. 

"The contents of your home page are 
the important part; don't worry about 
flash graphics," he suggested. "Don't let 
a 'prop head' run your page - start with 
an editor who is prepared to write the 
text and maintain the club news and 
results. Then get someone to press the 
buttons." 

Compuserve's 
sail racing 
The Sail Racing Forum, the latest pro

ject of The Sailing Forum, is Com
puserve's home for sail racers. 

If you have questions or comments or 
need to research sailing competition you 
should find your answers here. This is 
the forum for sailboat racers. For sub
jects like seamanship, navigation, safety 
at sea, and other areas of general interest 
to all sailors, you should visit The Sail
ing Forum [GO SAILRACE]. For an 
overview of all Sailing Forums' activity, 
GO SAIL. 

This forum opened in January, 1995 
as the America's Cup Forum. You will 
still find Compuserve's America's Cup 
files here in the America's Cup Library. 
Since, the forum broadened its approach 
to encompass all sailing competition. 

The Sailing Forum celebrated its 
tenth anniversary in May last year and 
has masses of information for all sailors. 
Both forums count many individuals 
from the sport and sailing industry 
amongst their memberships. If you've 
got a question or a problem, Com
puserve's Sailing Forum probably has 
an answer for you. 

A quick navigation briefing. Like all 
CompuServe forums, Sail Racing Forum 
is divided into three areas: Messages, 
Libraries, and Conference Rooms. 

MESSAGES -- This is the ''bulletin 
board" where members exchange ideas 
and compare notes. Follow the threads, 
jump in with your questions and com
ments, and take advantage of the com
munity of common interest that is avail
able here. 

LIBRARIES -- Look here for files 
that have been archived for retrieval. 
All daily race reports, photos and press 

You can join the thousands of people in the worldwide 
sailing community on CompuServe. 

You will be able to talk to people interested in sailing all 
around the world on the chat lines, and have access to very 
valuable information including: 

• design and building of yachts 
• marine vendors 
• outfitting & gear supplies 
• askin~ other sailing experts 

questions 
• and lots more 

00 C.Ompu.Serve 
Pacific 

';.t simpler, more convenient and reliable 

way for you to travel on the 
information superhighway. " 

OY804 

June• July 1998 



IJ./hJ1J.//. marine sales 
Grand Prix Products 

Exclusively imported by AMI Marine Sales 
Performance by Design 

Fairtit Rush 

Tylaska Marine 
Hardware 

Rtting Closing Seacocks 
• Markle stainless steel fabrication 

• Custom made boat nttmgs • Tanks 
• Deck Attlngs • Ralls • Mast Attlngs 
• Archltectural Attlngs 

J~fa.; 
marine 

inflatable lilejackets tor adults 
& children ,,xcBBd AYF rt111u1rt1m111t1J 

Talking Countdown Timer/ 
• Accurate to 1/1000th second 
• Crew not distracted from salllng 

• lime down from 3-10 min -
• A"°8table volume control 
• Tough ABS case 

• waterproof • Roats 

\ 
• Solld state 818ctronlcs 

• • • LCD dlsplays actual 
ume to go 

• Auto power on If lett on 
• Resets for the next slgnal If 

GO\'' you miss the first one 

For enquiries/mail order contact: 
45 Merton Street, Rozelle NSW 2039 

Tel: (02) 9818 IO 14 Fax: (02) 9555 1426 Mobile: 0418 22 4138 
Emai l: amimar@msn.com 

IJ./h11J./L marine sales 
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reports w ill be found in the appropriate libraries. For a com
plete list of library sections please refer to the Library 
Announcem ent. 

CONFERENCE ROOMS -- Several conference room areas 
have been opened and are available for on-line discussion. 
These can be informal spur-of-the-moment gatherings, or for
mal conferences arranged by the Forum Sysops. 

If you're a newcomer to CompuServe all this may seem a lit
tle intimidating. Just remember .. . all of us were new at this only 
a few short months or years ago. We haven't forgotten the elec
tronic fog and we're all willing to help you sharpen your online 
navigation skills. 

Ride software wave to sea on a PC 
'"T1he popularity of marine software is enormous throughout 
l North America and is enjoying unprecedented growth in 

Australia and New Zealand. Boating enthusiasts can take 
advantage of a growing range of titles for fun as well as skills 
and knowledge development. 

According to Mark Miller of Seasoft Marine Software, the 
most popular titles are Sail 2000 Yacht Racing Simulator, Hands
on Powerboating, the Racing Rules for Sailors (the number one 
seller at present) and Tactician Magician that covers more than 
2000 techniques on improving sailor race tactics. 

The full range of Seasoft Marine Software can be seen on its 
Internet site: http:/ / www.seasoft.net )j 

Sailing Web Sites 
Following are some of the most popular and informative Web sites for 

OFFSHORE readers. H you have suggestions to add to the list please 
e-mail the editor on t00036.23t5@compuserve.com 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority http://www.amsa.gov.au 
BT Global Challenge http://www.btchallenge.com 
Whitbread Round the World Race http://www.whitbread.org 
CompuseNe Sail Racing Forum GO SAIL or GO WHITBREAD 
Offshore Yachting magazine http://www.merlin.com.ai.voffshore/ 
International Sailing Federation http://www.sailing.org 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia http://www.cyca@cyca.com.au 
Telstra Sydney to Hobart 1997 http://syd-hob97.telstra.com.au 
Sail Melbourne '99 Worlds http://www.99worlds.org 
Penta Comstat Marine Radio http://www.ozemail.com.ai.v-penta 
Australian Yachting Federation http://www.ausport.gov.au/yachlin!J'home.html 
Yachting Association of NSW http://www.yachling.nsw.org.au 
Queensland Yachting Association http://www.qldyachting.org.au 
Victorian Yachting Council http://www.ozemail.co.ai.v-vicyachl/index.html 
Brisbane to Honiara Race http://yachting.thehub.com.au 
1999 Melbourne-Osaka Race http://www.pacwow.com/osaka/index.html 
Bureau of Meteorology http://www.bom.gov.au 
CS/RO Marine laboratories http://wwwdmr.csiro.au 
Sydney-Moo/oolaba race 1998 http://www.mhyc.com.au 
Brisbane-Gladstone race 1998 http://www.qldyachting.org.au 
The Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania http://www.tased.edu.au/tasonline/ryct 
Sailing New Zealand magazine http://sailing.co.nz 

Marine industry lnfonnatlon sites: 
BMW Australia 
Coursemaster Autopilots 
Fraser Sails 
Seasoft Marine Software 
Marine Products Gata/ague Australia 
North Sails 
Oceanta/k 
Scott Jutson Yacht Design 

http://www.bmw.com.au 
http://coursemaster.com.au 

http://www.frasersails.com.au 
http://www.seasoft.net 

http://www.maJineproducts.com.au 
http://www.au.northsails.com 
http://www.oceantalk.com.au 

http://www.south.eom.nf/sjyacht' 
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eter Rysdyk had a zest for life in Aus
tralia and an unbounded enthusiasm 
for long ocean racing and its adherent 

skills of seamanship and navigation. His 
organisational ability and persuasiveness in 
obtaining sponsorship funds for yachting 
saw him as the founder and race director of 
several of the most popular events on the 
Australian East Coast and in the South
West Pacific. 

The CYCA and the Gosford Sailing Club 
will honour his memory in two great ocean 
ocean races he founded - the Sydney to 
Gold Coast Classic in August and the 25th 
Sydney - Lord Howe Island Yachting Classic 
in October. 

Both clubs were strongly represented 
among the overflowing crowd of mourners at 
the Memorial Service held at Palm Grove, 
near Gosford, where members of his family, 
closer friends and sailing colleagues spoke of 
his contribution to the life of so many people. 

Peter began sailing as a boy in The 
Netherlands where, as a youth, he was a 
member of the Dutch Resistance during 
World War II. Migrating to Australia with his 
wife and two daughters, he became 
enthused with offshore yachting and naviga
tion after settling on the Central Coast 
where he established a highly successful 
building company. Offshore racing and the 
organisation of offshore races remained his 
passion for the rest of his life. 

His earliest yachts were trimarans and 
he made several cruises in the Pacific, but 
he then turned to monohulls and ocean 
yacht racing. 

Peter's first venture into ocean racing 
came in the mid-60s when he joined the 
CYCA, bought a steel yacht and sailed in 
his first of 14 Sydney to Hobart races. 
Over the years Peter owned many 
yachts , which he always named either 
Onya or Onya of Gosford . Onya is abo
riginal for "meeting place" . 

Not long after joining the CYCA in 
1965, Peter became actively involved in 
club committees and his organisational 
skills saw him elected to the Board and 
as Rear Commodore for two years . Not 
only was he active in race organising but 
also in raising sponsorship - something 
like one million dollars over two decades. 

On the Central Coast, where he lived 

Peter Rysdyk ... has 
sailed his final voyage. 

Peter Rysdyk, a Life Member of the Cruising Yacht of Australia 
and one of Australia 's best known yachtsmen and yachting 
administrators, has died at his home at Gosford on the New 

South Wales Central Coast at the age of 77 . Long-time friend 
and Offshore editor Peter Campbell gave the eulogy to a 

remarkable sailor at the Memorial Service. 

all his life in Australia, Peter is best 
.remembered in sailing as the co-founder 
with Lloyd Pryke of the Gosford to Lord 
Howe Island Yachting Classic in 1973, 
winning the inaugural race in his Gosford
built East Coast 31 class yacht, Onya of 
Gosford. ' 

Peter's enthusiasm for organising 
yacht races extended much further afield 
and included the Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia's one-off race from Sydney to 
Rio de Janeiro. He was Race Director for 
many years of the Sydney to Noumea 
Race which was revived by the CYCA as 
a direct result of his efforts. As well he 
organised races to Port Vila in Vanuatu . 

Perhaps his greatest effort, indeed it 
was a yachting coup, was in establishing 
the Sydney to Gold Coast Classic - more 
often called the Sydney-Southport and 
now one of the major ocean races on the 
Australian East Coast. 

Peter learned, while on a visit to the Uni
versity of Delft in The Netherlands, famous 
for its hydro engineering department, that 
the Queensland Government planned a 
major engineering project to open the infa
mous Southport Bar to deep draft vessels. 
Back home, he convinced the CYCA to 
immediately plan for a race to the Gold 
Coast and Peter was Race Director of the 
inaugural event which attracted a record 90 
starters and a major sponsor. 

The Cruising Yacht Club honoured Peter 
Rysdyk by electing him a Life Member of the 

club for his services to yachting . 
Peter Rysdyk competed in 14 Sydney to 

Hobarts and in most other major races off 
the Australian East Coast, including surviv
ing the dramatic Cyclone Emily in the 1972 
Brisbane to Gladstone race - a tribute to his 
seamanship and navigation skills, and that 
of his crew. 

Celestial navigation was one of 
Peter's passions. While he welcomed the 
advent of satellite navigation and, more 
recently, the GPS (Global Positioning 
System) with its added accuracy and 
safety, he continued to promote tradition
al navigation methods and was a mem
ber of the Institute of Navigation . 

Outside of sailing and organising sailing, 
he was a successful businessman on the 
Central Coast, a prominent Rotarian, and an 
avid ham radio enthusiast, with many regu
lar contacts around the world. 

Peter Rysdyk - the sailor, the yacht race 
organiser, the businessman, the family man 
- was a man with an amazing zest for life 
and a drive for success in every sphere. 

He will be remembered for his contribu
tion to the sport of yachting whenever 
yachts race North to the Gold Coast, North
East to Lord Howe Island, and further afield 
to Noumea and Port Vila. His foresight and 
hard-working efforts made those races the 
bluewater classics they are today. 

To we who sailed with him, or worked 
closely with him on his many projects, or 
enjoyed his company over a good meal and 
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a glass of wine in places around the world, 
we will remember him as a fine friend, a 

• great mentor and a seaman who loved the 
sea. Farewell Peter - may you have fair 
winds on your last voyage. 

Peter, Onya and 
Emily-1972 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia member 

John Dawson sailed with Peter Rysdyk 
aboard Onya of Gosford when they survived 
Cyclone Emily in the dramatic Brisbane to 
Gladstone race of 1972. Shortly after 
Peter's death, John wrote this story for Off
shore. 

Peter Rysdyk joined the CYCA in 1965, 
which was the year I first crossed Bass 
Strait in the yacht Southerly. 

I went on to do Hobarts in the late sixties 
before sai ling with Peter in his new 42 foot, 
Maas-designed, steel, burgundy Onya of 
Gosford in the 1971 Sydney to Hobart. 

It is interesting to reflect that the Hobart 
race before this, in 1970, was to become a 
yardstick for heavy weather sailing. After a 
great nor'easter start and a fast run down 
the NSW coast (in which Alan Bond's Apol
lo clocked 240 miles in the first day) the fleet 
eventually became involved in a 70 knot 
south-easterly gale. It blew for 36 hours and 
caused the largest number of race retire
ments until that time. The start and ongoing 
details regarding the 1972 Brisbane to Glad
stone race were similar, except that the fleet 
was sailing north. 

I joined Onya of Gosford at Brisbane for 
the Easter start of the Gladstone. race after 
she had completed the Sydney leg. There 
was a problem in that we were a crewman 
down with only one day to the start. I knew 
that my friend Billy Wright (and a good hand 
in Sydney) was looking for a ride. Contact 
was made and, as a bachelor, he flew to 
Brisbane in time. 

The Thursday night before the Good Fri 
day start, Billy and I toured a few of the pubs 
around the Sandgate area. We bumped into 
the crew of the monohulls which had their 
own division in the race. They were confi
dent they would and should beat us by so 
much that they challenged us to bet a few 
beers on the outcome. We agreed, but 
unfortunately these bets were never to be 
settled. 

The 1972 Brisbane to Gladstone started 
on a beautiful sunny morning and Onya 
looked a picture on the blue sparkling 
waters of Moreton Bay. For the record, the 
crew comprised: Peter Rsydyk (captain and 
navigator), Peter Kurts (sailing master) , Alan 
Brown, Barry Robinson, Ted Davies, Bill 
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Nautical Miles 
from Sandgate 

M9 Beacon 
M7 Beacon 

18 
20 

Catoundra Fairway 42 
Point Cartwright 50 
Noosa Head 68 
Double Island Point 
Indian Head 
Sandy Cape 
Breaksea Li . 
Lady Eliot Island 
Bustard Head 
S2 Beacon 
Gladstone 

96 
153 
170 
193 
221 
273 
293 
304 

The Course 

Breaksea Light 

• 
Breaksea Spit 

• ndyC. 

The course of the Brisbane to Gladstone race which has just celebrated its 50th anniversary - courtesy the 
Queensland Cruising Yacht Club. 

Wright and myself, John Dawson. It is inter
esting to note that Peter Kurts had his 
famous S&S-designed Love and War under 
construction at the time. 

We reached the open sea and eventual
ly, in a pleasant east-north-easterly breeze, 
set course past Caloundra and hoisted a 
spinnaker. I was running the foredeck and 
after we set the kite thought ''we wi ll proba
bly have this gear on all the way, apart from 
a gybe or two. What a way to go in a pair of 
shorts with the breeze up you bum and the 
temperature rising. Life is so good." 

As we headed north the breeze was still 
picking up and backing south. We won
dered what Captain Cook called a good 
trade wind. During the evening we changed 
to a heavier kite, and later stil l to a heavy 3 
ounce spinnaker. Conditions were fresher 
than we had anticipated and colder than I 
had imagined. The night sky was different, 
too. Eerie! Perhaps it was just because we 
were sailing north towards the tropics. 

Approaching Double Island Point light 
just after midnight on Easter Saturday morn
ing the seas were becoming bad and the 
wind was gusting to 40 knots. Surely more 
than a tradewind? 

Out of the cot for the Saturday 0600 

hours sked, I saw the wind and seas were 
still building, grey seas and grey skies as 
dawn broke. Over cornflakes the sked came 
through as Onya sped downhill through 
steep seas towards Gladstone. 

"Saycuritay (Securite), Saycuritay, Say
curitay'' came the call as the sked began. All 
of us aboard Onya stopped eating to listen 
intently. The radio report advised that a large 
depression that had been stationary in the 
Coral Sea was now of destructive propor
tions, and was headed for the Queensland 
coast with winds of 150 to 250 kms per hour. 
It was expected to pass over Gladstone in 
the next 24 hours. 

The low had been code-named Cyclone 
Emily. 

The sked with the fleet also advised that 
anyone at sea in that area should "get off the 
road ." We were in a yacht race with a record 
25 starters. We soon got a lonely feeling 
when we found out that the bulk of the fleet 
of some 20 local boats had heard a much 
earlier radio report of the situation and had 
turned back to Brisbane or Mooloolaba. 

The seven racing yachts still at sea faced 
a different situation. Although Emily came in 
from the north-east, the seas and wind were 
from the southern quadrant. To turn back 



would mean heading straight into the gale
force winds and large seas - impracticable 
and impossible, with the sheltered ports so 
far away. 

On board Onya of Gosford, Peter Rys
dyk called a brief crew meeting, explaining 
the situation. We voted to continue the race 
to Gladstone and try to beat Cyclone Emily. 

At 0945 Saturday we passed Waddy 
Head. The ship's log records that not long 
afterwards a small sloop and a trawler were 
sighted. This was a cruising yacht with four 
on board - it was its last voyage, down to the 
bottom of the sea! 

That evening, coming on dusk, the seas 
were enormous. A coastal steamer, heading 
south, made an incredible spectacle as she 
passed by in winds of 80 knots and 40 foot 
seas. Her bow would dive into the swell, the 
stern rising into the air with her propeller 
spinning in the air. Then the swell would 
push the stern down, with the bow and half 
the hull pointed skywards. 

As darkness fell , reports from locals said 
they had never seen seas this size off 
Breaksea Spit. Earlier in the evening Alan 
Brown suggested to Peter Kurts that per
haps we should, under the circumstances, 
take the storm jib and reefed main off in 
preparation for the worst. Kurts replied that 
we were still racing. 

Another thing that happened, and 
deserving a lot of merit, was that late that 
afternoon, amongst all the turmoil and salt 
water, Barry Robinson got into the galley 
and prepared some steak sandwiches. Salt 
was not needed. The wind was so strong 
and the rain pelting down so heavily that 
when he handed them to us in the cockpit 
you had to eat them quickly or they were 
simply washed through your fingers. 

At this stage, six other yachts still racing 
shared the stormy conditions and the wild 
sea with us: 

Pilgrim (Graham Evans) 
Markaretu (Neville Gosson) 
Rival (Alby Burgin) 
Harmony (Peter Hopwood) 
Kintama (Bob Geroge) 
Mary Blair(Peter Riddle) 
All were Sydney yachts, except Mary 

Blair. We actually sighted Makaretu and Pil
grim, heading out to sea before visibility was 
reduced to 200 metres. 

As we sailed into Saturday evening, 
Peter Rysdyk was sure that we were on 
course for Lady Elliott light and that we were 
to pass this mark of the course later. At the 
same time, however, two red flares were 
sighted and, of course, our own situation 
was not that flash . 

With the wind increasing to more than 80 
knots, the wind instruments let go and the 
seas continued to rise. Visibility - we found it 
impossible to open our eyes as with the rain 
and spray the wind would blow your eyelids 

up and you could not bear the pain for long. 
By now, conditions were so severe that 
paint was being peeled off the mast. 

Matters got worse on Saturday night and 
into Sunday morning. The wind was still 
increasing and the seas now rising to SO
foot in height. I recall the boat being under 
bare poles and wallowing at the top of a 
swell at 2-3 knots, then hitting 13 knots as 
she swept down the face of the sea. 

Eventually Sunday dawned. We were 
wet, very wet, but alive. However, first light 
gave little hope for an improvement in our 
situation. The barometer was still falling -
28.45 

Our navigator and captain had tried to 
check our position from depth soundings, 
but this was now not possible. As well , we 
were in the reef area and had missed Bus
tard Head Light. Wind and sea were inten
sifying and we could see broken water 
ahead to starboard. 

We had no choice but to prepare to 
abandon ship. The life raft was made ready, 
water and food rations gathered, and down 
below cleared of obstructions for the safest 
departure. 

I believe I did the first deck watch that 
day, tied across the cockpit for obvious rea
sons. As the wind became unbelievable, I 
yelled out to Billy Wright down below: "Aren't 
you pleased you came, Billy?" 

The sea was just a confusion as we 
looked Emily right in the eye! 

Then the eye of the cyclone passed, the 
wind and sea dropped quickly and visibility 
improved dramatically. Soon the wind had 
dropped to a mere 50 or 60 knots and we 
were able to resume sailing - at 

and Mary Blair, there was the honour in fin
ishing in what could be called "difficult cir
cumstances." 

Of the seven yachts left racing into the 
teeth of Cyclone Emily, Rival did not quite 
make it after being rolled 360 degrees at the 
height of the storm. She lost her mast and 
her well known skipper, Alby Burgin , went 
over the side, breaking his arm but fortu
nately being retrieved by the crew when the 
yacht finally turned rightside up. 

It was still wet and windy when Onya of 
Gosford finished about 2200 hours on Sun
day evening, with a large crowd of wellwish
ers on the dock at Gladstone. In typical fash
ion and tradition, we were taken home by a 
Gladstone family for a "hot tub", tucker and 
a couple of cold beers. After 26 years, their 
names escape me, but thank you once 
again on behalf of Onya. 

Statistics for the 1972 Brisbane to Glad
stone race during Cyclone Emily were: 

* Maximum wind gust recorded at Bus
tard Head - 112 knots or just under 200 km 
per hour. 

* Wave height in excess of 42ft. 
* The barometer fell to 28.32. 
* Minimum visibility was less than 100m. 
Unfortunately, eight people lost their 

lives. Two from a trimaran (the crew with 
whom we had had a bet before the start); 
four aboard the small cruising yachts which 
was never sighted again; and two from a 
fishing trawler which foundered. 

This story is dedicated to the yachtsman 
Peter Rysdyk and his boat, Onya of Gos
ford, and to a lady called Emily - on the 
occasion of Peter's final voyage. 

least with small gear. Bill sighted 
land and then we saw a light
house, but could not identify it. 

It must have been Bustard 
Head and our captain asked Glad
stone Radio for the light to be 
turned on. No light and eventually . 
we found that it was not Bustard 
Head but Capricorn Light, nearly 
40 miles to the north of the 
entrance to Port Curtis and Glad
stone Harbour. We had somewhat 
overshot the mark, but perhaps 
this unplanned tactic may have 
saved our boat and our lives. 

Sailing master Peter Kurts 
was "mentioned in despatches" 
for his great contribution to the 
voyage. 

''W'dh the wind increasing to 
more than BO knots, the wind 
insbuments let go and the seas 
continued to rise. Visibility - we 
found it impossible to open our 
eyes as with the rain and spray 
the wind would blow your eyelids 
up and you could not bear the 
pain for long. By now, conditions 
were so severe that paint was 
being peeled off the mast" 

So in 1972 there were no line 
honours for Onya of Gosford, perhaps a lit
tle too much to ask over the distance she 
eventually travelled - 426 nautical miles 
compared with the official distance of 308 
miles. 

However, like Kintama (first home), Har
mony (first on handicap), Pilgrim, Makaretu 

"Stand aside you shallow draft men and 
let a true deep blue swell pass you by. " 

Written by John Dawson, with his thanks 
to Alan Brown and Billy Wright for their help 
and research in jogging old memories of a 
race to be remembered by all who took part, 
and survived through good seamanship. jj 
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The annual Telstra Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 
is internationally renowned as a test of human 
endurance. Which is where Telstra comes in. 

As part of Telstra's ongoing involvement with the 
competition, many of the yachts in the 1997 Race 
have been fitted with the latest Satcom-C™ and 

TMC 0048 ™Trademark ofTelstra Corporation. ACN OS I 775 556. 

MiniSat™mobile satellite communication systems. 
Apart from providing unprecedented race 

coverage on the internet, this technology will also 
ensure greater safety for participants in an event 
that will be easier than ever for organisers, media 
and the public to feel a part of. 

.;eistra 
Making life easier~ 

http : / / www.telstra.com.au 



GPS developments bring 
bel'lelils for yachting 

The past 
twelve months 

have seen 
several 

electronics 
related 

developments 
with broad 

implications 
for yachting, 

reports Aubrey 
Gowen. 

F
ree to air differential GPS has 
been available for 120 miles 
around Sydney since August 

1997, bringing unprecedented posi
tion [+/ -4 meters], speed [+ -0.05 
knots] and [to a lesser extent] heading 
accuracy to GPS. A lesser accuracy is 
available well beyond this - under 
good conditions. 

External beacon receivers costing 
around $1000 dollars can feed the dif
ferential corrections to existing "differ
ential ready" GPS receivers, and inte
grated DGPS receivers can be had for 
under $2000 - nearly half the price 
ordinary GPS receivers were only a 
decade ago. 

The Australian Marine Safety 
Authority (AMSA) which is installing 
and operating the D beacons, plans to 
have virtually the whole of Queens
land's East Coast covered by the end 
of this year, and Bass Strait is already 
mostly covered. Many sailors would 
consider just one benefit of DGPS 
worth the whole asking price - being 
able at last to use their GPS's anchor 
alarm to monitor for wind shifts or 
dragging at anchor. 

The second area of development 
has been in offshore communications. 
The year has seen the advent of much 
smaller Mini-M satellite antenna sys
tems, bringing fax, phone, and e-mail 
to seas within a few hundred kilome
ters of the Australian Coast, and to 
many other regions including almost 
all the northern hemisphere. 

Virtually simultaneously the 
Optus/Westinghouse Wave Talk Sys
tem became operational, using the 
Optus B satellite and an antenna 
smaller than a pith helmet to bring 
phone, fax, and e-mail to the offshore 
Australian area. These satellite sys
tems particularly suit corporate 
mariners and folk who are prepared to 
pay a premium to set up two way on
demand communications. 

For those with a more laid-back 
attitude to communications this year 
also saw the much cheaper Seamail 
(HF e-mail) system introduced by 
Penta Comstat. Yachts fitted with a 
computer and almost any modem 
synthesised marine HF transceiver 
need only buy a suitable modem cost-

ing around $600 to avail themselves 
of this convenient system, which cov
ers most of the Pacific and even 
reaches into the Indian ocean. 

Seamail is catching on steadily 
among cruising sailors, and must also 
be giving a boost to Penta Comstat, 
whose membership has been eroded 
by competition from cell-phones and 
VHF Sea-Phone. 

This use of computers brings us to 
the third major development, which I 
consider to be the final release by the 
Australian Hydrographic office of most 
Australian charts as digital "Seafarer" 
charts on CD-ROM. 

This was held up for many months 
by protracted negotiations over 
encryption, but has resulted in our 
system being fully comparable with 
the British Admiralty's ARCS system, 
but much cheaper than their chart -
although not quite as cheap as origi
nally predicted. 

This compatibility means that our 

Navigator Marcel van Trieste at the computer onboard on Whitbread Round the 
World Race competitor Innovation Kvaerner. 
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home-grown Endeavor Navigator program 
can be used overseas, and also allows oth
er ARCS sanctioned navigation software to 
be used and marketed here. 

The potential application of computers 
on racing yachts continues to grow, with the 
recent visit of the Whitbread fleet being a 
prime example. Most of the fleet carried at 
least three computers. One was dedicated 
to lnmarsat communications and image pro
cessing that, among other things, transmit
ted dramatic photographs from each yacht 
several times daily. 

The other computers were used for a 
variety of tasks, including rig and perfor
mance monitoring [against archived polar 
diagram type data] that could alert crews to 
below optimum performance for the course 
and conditions. 

The very courses that the yachts sailed 
were decided in conjunction with weather 
routing programs such as MaxSea, using 
wind field data supplied via satellite. 

Relatively stale satellite images and oth
er information could also be downloaded 
from the Internet, but all yachts also carried 
APT satellite reception equipment [either 

Most antennae for APT weather satellite 
receptions are the distinctively spiraled 
"quadrifilar" type. 

, 
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Quorum or Dartcom gear). This allowed 
them to receive real-time cloud photos 
showing the present position of fronts and 
localised developments. 

Most of this Whitbread technology was 
beyond the needs and finances of ordinary 
sailors, but the reception of free-to-air APT 
satellite pictures only requires a computer, 
an antenna, and a small box of electronics 
costing less than $1500. It includes software 
that superimposes latitude/longitude grids 
and can use colours to highlight distinctive 
cloud formations such as cold fronts and 
thunderstorms. In cloud free areas the 
images may also reveal currents by distin
guishing sea surface temperature differ
ences as small as one Celsius degree. 

Another area in which electronics has 
made significant progress is in the applica
tion of phased array technology to depth 
sounders. This allows an array of small fixed 
transducers [typically four] to behave as if 
they were one transducer being physically 
scanned back and forth through an arc. 

If the arc is arranged athwartships we 
have fish-finders that can reveal the bottom 
and the range and depth of target fish well 
to the sides of the boat. Of more relevance 
to yachtsmen is to arrange things so that the 
transducer scans for and aft - or more 
specifically, from the surface ahead, through 
to vertically beneath the yacht. This results 
in a display that shows the depth at known 
ranges, well ahead of the yacht. 

A prime application is in navigating 
among unmarked shoals in rivers and estu
aries - particularly at night or in murky water. 
They should also be useful in tropical cruis
ing where they may provide advance warn
ing of isolated coral heads. 

Indeed, with forward detection ranges 
beyond 350 meters in deep water, one can't 
help but wonder if their alarms could be 
used to warn of floating objects such as a 
semi-submerged shipping container. 

An area where the year has brought evo
lution rather than revolution is the matter of 
personal EPIRBs. Miniature EPIRBs or 
PLB's [personal locator beacons] operating 
on 121 .5 MHz have been available over
seas for many years but only a couple were 
ever approved locally. Part of the problem 
was that the signal stability of cheaper and 
smaller units was not good enough for loca
tion by the polar satellites, and their battery 

Image of the Australian east coast received real 
time via a Quorum Voyager receiver, and 
displayed on this Rocky notebook computer. 

life was also considered too short. 
This year saw the release of several 

Australian built EPIRBs that are small 
enough to be worn on a life-jacket/harness, 
are satellite compatible, have a 48 hour 
duration, and are designed to comply with a 
combined Australian and New Zealand 
Standard which incorporates features to 
reduce the likelihood of accidental activa
tion. 

Internationally, false alarms continue to 
plague even the 406 MHz digital EPIRB sys
tem, and are often traced to problems with 
automatic water activation features. Their 
digital caller ID has eliminated most hoax 
alerts, but even more sophistication is in the 
offing. 

The present system relies on polar satel
lites to both detect and determine the 406 
MHz EPIRBs location and in remote areas a 
significant time delay may still occur before 
the alert is downloaded to an LUT ( local 
user terminal), and in some parts of the 
world the LUT may not be manned 24 hours 
a day. 

Trials in 1997 confirmed that geostation
ary satellites, despite being 22,000 miles up, 
can reliably receive a 406 MHz EPIRB's 
caller ID, and could be used to raise the 
alarm immediately. This improvement is to 
be implemented in the near future, but 
determining the beacon's location will still 
usually involve the polar satellites and LUTs, 
with attendant delays. 

The solution to this is obvious to every
one - incorporate a GPS receiver in the 
EPIRB so that it can broadcast its position 
as well as its ID. INMARSAT has had such 
a system for years on ships, so the main 
technical trick will be to build the units small 
enough and cheap enough to reach a wide 
market. 

Unfortunately, or fortunately, depending 
on how you look at it, this proposal may well 
have its potential market siphoned away by 
events foreshadowed for the next 12 months. 



In September, 1998 the IRIDIUM global satellite cell phone system, 
which already has its 66 low orbit satellites "up", is scheduled to also 
have them "running", making available voice, data, e-mail, facsimile, 

and paging between any two places on earth, using just a handheld 
phone. 

This will inevitably globalise the problem that coastal SAR author
ities already experience with people using cell-phones for emer

gency reporting, and must have profound implications for the 
GMDSS system too. I can hear it now 'Thank you for calling the 
international marine emergency hotline. If you are sinking press 1, if 
you have a fire on board press 2, if you are being boarded by pirates 
press 3, .. ... " 

Telstra Satcom-C reports 
on 
Mooloolaba 
race 
'We are flying a spinnaker shy and cur
rently are positioned at 29 52 153 18 
(Wooli). We are travelling close along 
the coast with our next headland being 
Yamba. Rapscallion and Yendys can 
be seen behind with Christine Jay who 
carries a masthead kite up ahead .. . " 

This is part of one of the regular e
mail messages transmitted, courtesy of 

Telstra, from the ocean racing yacht 
Atara during the recent Sydney to 
Mooloolaba race up the NSW coast. 

Navigator Denise Richards sent e
mail reports using an onboard Satcom

The ocean racing yacht Atara 
competing in the recent 
Sydney-Mooloolaba race -
regular e-mail reports were 
sent to the media, using the 
Telstra Satcom-C. (Pie - Ian 
Mainsbridge). 

C to media director Peter Campbell twice a day, giving an insight into 
what was happening at sea throughout the race. 

"Receiving an e-mail message from a competing yacht at sea 
enabled us to provide a better coverage," Campbell commented. 
"Although it was a relatively quiet race, Denise's reports were valu
able in compiling reports to the media." 

Telstra plan to provide at least 20 Satcom-C's for yachts compet
ing in this year's Telstra Sydney to Hobart following successful trials 
aboard yachts such as Atara and the Swedish maxi Nicorette. 

Their reports will be used as part of regular news releases to the 
media but also on the Telstra Sydney to Hobart Internet web site that 
attracted 2.2 million "hits" during last year's event. 

It is hoped that several MiniSat units, with the capability of voice 
and video transmission in addition to data, will be set up aboard 
selected yachts in the Hobart race. 

Meanwhile, yachts in the Whitbread Race Around the World for 
the Volvo Trophy continue to successfully use the state-of-the-art 
satellite telephone service, marketed in Australia by Telstra as Sat
corn-8, to maintain constant contact with Whitbread HQ and obtain 
the best ever weather and navigational data. 

Satcom-8 is primarily for commercial shipping, offering minute
by-minute voice, fax, positioning data, television and Internet cover
age. It has been specially adapted for the nine yachts competing in 
the Whitbread Race. 

Race organisers claim the Whitbread is the seventh most 
watched sporting event in the world with an estimated television 
audience in excess of 2.6 million, yet most of the action takes place 
in the middle of the world's oceans. The needs of the media are 
being met by each yacht's three video cameras , with two crew 
members trained to operate the cameras and edit footage using the 
boat's onboard video editing suite before transmitting the footage to 
the media via Satcom-8. 

THE CHOICE OF EVERY MAJOR YACHT RACE WINNER. 

HERCULES-
2000 racing. 
HYDRA - The ultimate in 
2000 performance cruising. 
NETWORK - Fully integrated, easy to 

use, affordable. 

WINNER FOR 
FOUR DECADES! 
Since 1956 Brookes & Gatehouse 

have written the history of Yacht & 
Power Boat Instrumentation. 

B&G WINNERS ROLL 
SYDNEY TO HOBART '97 

IMS Div. A 

SYDNEY TO MOOLOOLABA '98 
1st Marchioness 
3rd Sydney 

1st Exile 
2nd Brindabella 

IMS Div. 8 
1st Beav Geste 
2nd Ragamuffin 
3rd Avsmaid 

4th Morning Mist Ill 

PITIWATER TO COFFa '97 
IMS Overall 
1st Emotional Hooligan 
2nd Last Picasso 
3rd Sovnd Track 

Brookes & Gatehouse has the answer at every level from 

Hobart & Whitbread winners to Weekend & Club Racers . 

Sailors around the world have always derived a unique 

satisfaction & confidence from seeing the initals B&G on 

their Marine Instrumentation. 

B&G has an unmatched reputation for: 

• Design Innovation • Reliability 

• Accuracy • After Sales Service 

Lf.l~:IS 
MAINSTAY MARINE ELECTRONICS 
1 / 4 Taronga Place, Mona Vale, 2103 

Phone: (02) 9979 6702 Fax: (02) 9999 3181 
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'snewin 
1•ri• electron· , 
The Endeavour Navigator 
HSA Hydrographic Sciences Australia pty 
Ltd has released a Raster Chart Display 
System (RCDS) integrating a number of key 
navigation components into a single sys
tem. The chart, the ship's position (using 
GPS/Differential GPS), chart work, route 
planning and route monitoring have been 
combined to simplify navigation and provide 
real information to the mariner. 

In keeping with HSA's active develop
ment of the Endeavour Navigations system, 
two new versions had been released sup
porting changes to international standards 
and adding new authorised date formatas. 
All three versions - Standard, Pilot+ and 
Professional - support input from GPS and 
Differential GPS units and allow navigation
al objects to be created by the mariner, such 
as routes, alternative routes, notes, bearing 
lines and manual corrections. 

When a vessel moves off one chart, the 
next chart is automatically selected and dis
played. The Pilot+ version also allows 
NMEA sentencing to be sent from the com
puter to Auto-piloVrepeater. 

Endeavour Navigator used authorised 
data provided by a national hydrographic 
authority. In Australia, this data is provided 
by the Royal Australian Navy Hydrographic 
Service. HSA is also a licensed developer 
with the United Kingdom Hydrographic Off
shore and can support the Admiralty Raster 
Chart Service (ARCS). 

The Endeavour Navigator system is 
based on the proposed Raster Chart Dis
play System (RCDS) that has been put for-

ward to the International Hydrographic 
Organisation and the International Maritime 
Organisation (IHO/IMO). Endeavour Navi
gator is one of the first systems to be built 
using this standard as a guideline. 

For further information on the Endeavour 
Navigator or a demonstration disk, contact 
Boat Books Australia, ph: 02 9439 1133 or 
fax 02 9483 8517. 

More technology 
yet less cost 
True to its slogan "more technology, less 
cost'', the New Zealand based Talon Tech
nology has released its new Navman Track
er 500, a 12 channel fixed screen GPS 
trackplotter, and at the same time upgraded 
its CP900 6" LCD GPS chartplotter, now 
known as the Tracker 900. 

Talon, the Southern Hemisphere's only 
full range marine electronics manufacturer, 
has reduced the ARP of the updated Track
er 900 to $16000 and launched the Tracker 
500 GPS at a market leading ARP of $600, 
including a 12 channel receiver. 

The Tracker 500 GPS provides the big 
picture on a 100 x 64 pixel variable contrast 
screen with continuous positioning on a 12-
channel remote receiver, powered by a 
Rockwell 'Jupiter' chipset for faster and 
more accurate information processing. 

The Tracker has all the features found in 
more expensive units such as a 500 point plot 
mode, 210 alpha numeric waypoints, an 
"Overview'' waypoint steer screen, a quick
save screen for instantly marking fishing hot 
spots, and a one touch man overboard tune-

■ 

Navman 500 trackplotter from Talon Technology Australia. 

tion. 
Further information from Mark Michel at 

Talon Technology Australia, ph 02 9818 
8382 or toll free fax 1300 303105. 

B&G Hydra 2000 for 
millennium & beyond 
Brookes & Gatehouse's Hydra 2000 navi
gation and instrument system has been 
upgraded for the millenium and beyond with 
a host of easy to use features that make 
Hydro 2000 such a flexible and expandable 
system. 

The latest features include new FFD 
(Full Function Display) for exceptional clari
ty, day or night; new soft touch backlit but
tons - for ease of use under all conditions; 
new calibration software - simply ensuring 
information accuracy; and a new manual 
that is informative and easy to follow. 

B&G systems are renowned for providing 
highly accurate and reliable information, using 
the exceedingly fast "FastNet'' communication 
system. Introduced more than a decade ago, 
"FastNet'' allows instant access to the sensors 
and the transmission of their data to the cen-
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tral processor and the displays. 
B&G's Hydra 2000 three "Smart Buttons" 

give easy access to nine pre-set pages of 
the most frequently required information on 
speed, depth, wind, course and heading. 

The improvements in design and specifi

cation do not carry any price increase. B&G 
are giving existing Hydra owners the oppor
tunity to upgrade their equipment. All they 
have to do is check with their nearest B&G 
dealer/distributor for interface and upgrade 
details. 

Further information from Mainstay 
Marine Electronics, phone 02 9979 6702 or 
fax 9999 3181 or e-mail: remojen@mpx. 
com.au 

Micrologic tunes in 
To Differential GPS 
Over the past 12 months, the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority has activated 
DGPS (Differential Global Positioning Sys
tem) broadcasting stations in Sydney, Mel
bourne, Mackay, Cooktown, Torres Strait 

Robertson IS11 instruments in digital and analogue displays. 

and Port Hedland. While most standard 
GPS units are accurate to within 100 
metres, the DGPS system can be accurate 
to within 5 metres, so long as you have a 
DGPS receiver and are within range of a 
DGPS broadcasting station. 

Boat owners can take advantage of 
this improved navigation with the new 
ML-9200 DGPS receiver from Micrologic. 
This unit is designed for installation inside 

the Micrologic ML-250 GPS received to 
provide this 5m accuracy at an affordable 
price. It can be included as an option with 
a new ML-250, or it can be installed in an 
existing ML-250. New AMSA DGPS 
broadcasting stations to be activated this 
year include Gladstone, Ingham, Lock
hart River and Nambour. 

Further information from Coursemaster 

Autopilots, phoine 02 9417 7097, fax 02 
9417 7557 or email cmsales@coursemas
ter.com 

Left: B&G systems are renowned for their large 
digits and outstanding clarity and the Hydra 2000's 
three "Smart Buttons" give easy access to the most 
frequently required information on speed, depth, 
wind, course and heading . 

Robertson1S11 
Instrument system 
The Robertson IS11 instrument system is 
part of the successful Simrad Marineline 
range of integrated marine electronics. 

Distributed in Australia by Quin Marine of 
Port Adelaide, the Robertson IS11 instru
ment system features a sophisticated com
puter control box with each instrument dis
play unit simple to use with tactile push but
ton controls for primary and secondary func
tions. 

Fully waterproof, each instrument has 
been manufactured with ACS, a unique anti 
condensation system. Each display unit is 
dry nitrogen filled, with the viewing port then 
given a patented anti-mist coating. The 
instruments can be read under all weather 
conditions, even pouring rain. 

The IS11 system can also be integrated 
with other systems such as GPS, providing 
a whole range of additional features. When 
linked to an autopilot, it transfers information 
in both directions, compass data to the 
instrument system, speed and wind to the 
autopilot. Connection to a chart plotter pro-
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duces a flow of information including position and 
instrument data on the NMEA box. 

The instruments in the range include combined 
speed and depth, speed in three different displays, depth 
in two different displays, wind, track, helm, 360 degree 
compass, a three line multifunctional display with a large 
character display, waypoint+ - GPS repeater for cockpit 

and rudder angle indicator. 
Further information from Quin Marine of Port Ade

laide, phone 1800 811 303. 

"No-Go Zones" for 
laptop computers 
Yachtsmen needing to use their portable PC in even 
the harshest environment have been given peace of 
mind with the Australian release of the Laptop Safe-T
Suit. Made of the latest submersible materials, nitro
gen-blown neoprene, the Laptop Safe-T-Suit is a 

watertight, airtight attache for today's portable PC 
users who want the ultimate protection for their laptop 
against water, dust, and other elements. 

More everyday uses of Laptop Safe-T-Suit are on 
board boats and yachts, for the mining industry and oil 

exploration. 
The Laptop Safe-T-Suit is available direct from the 

distributor, Seafoft Marine Software. Further informa
tion: phone 1800 621938, fax 02 9973 1946, or email 
mawsoft@ozemail.com.au 

New Geonav 6 charter plotter 
Oceantalk's new Geonav 6 all-in-one chart plotter has 
a built-in GPS antenna and receiver, can be fixed 
mounted, yet is completely portable, and only requires 
a cigarette lighter socket to operate the unit. 

Thanks to a sturdy suction cap bracket, this multi
functional, bright yellow charter plotter can be mounted 
on any hard, flat surface - which makes it perfect if you 
hit the bush as much as the water. 

This facility also makes it one of the most '~heft
proof' GPS units on the market as it can be quickly dis
mounted from the boat 
and stored safely in the 

cabin . 
From boat to boat, 

from boat to car, car to 
4-wheel drive, the 
Geonav 6 will display 
your position and chart 
your immediate area in 
an extremely user
friendly way. It will pro
vide a complete, easy to 
follow run-down of your 
surrounding terrain , 
coastal features, event 
what facilities are avail
able at your nearest port. 

Further information 

Geonav 6 chartplotter - fixed , 
mounted, portable with built-in 
GPS receiver and antenna, 
marketed in Australia by 
0ceantalk. 

from Oceantalk Australia, phone 02 9905 7199, fax 02 
9905 3456 or 1800 029 948. 

Scanning sonars now available 



lnterphase Probe from Coursemaster uses revolutionary technology to 
scan ahead of your boat, showing water depths, shoals, reefs and 
underwater obstacles before the boat passes over them. 

lnterphase Techologies, a leader in affordable LCD scanning sonars and 
depth sounders for recreational boat owners and light commercial marine 
operators, has appointed Coursemaster Autopilots as Australian distributor. 

Using revolutionary phased array technology - similar to medical ultra
sound - lnterphase products now available from Coursemaster include: 

Sea Scout - which scans up to 360m ahead of the boat, like an under
water radar. With a single transducer, Sea Scout scans a moving beam 
back and forth horizontally across the bow, scanning for fish up to 360m 
ahead. 

Probe - Scans forward vertically from the surface to the bottom. The 
Probe scans a moving beam vertically from just below the surface to direct
ly under the boat to show changing water depths, shoals, reefs and under
water obstacles well before the boat passes over them. This can be critical 
when entering a strange inlet, harbour or anchorage, especially at night. 

Twinscope - combines all Probe and Sea Scout features. 
EchoScan 8 - Scans up to tens of metres on either side of the boat. With 

this rugged and compact scanner, fishermen and drivers can use the 
acoustic beam to scan from side to side like a searchlight, looking for 
schools of fish, changing water depths, shoals, reefs and underwater obsta
cles. 

Further information: Coursemaster Autopilots, phone 02 9417 7097, fax 
02 9417 7557 or email: cmsales@coursemaster.com 

Marine catalogue on the Internet 
Ever had a problem finding just the widget you want? Ever wondered who 
it was that sold those widgets, and where they were? Ever wanted to check 
out some widgets without running all over town? We bet you have. 

Then use your Internet link to look up Marine Products Catalogue Aus
tralia, a compilation of Australian marine wholesalers' catalogues, including 
all your boating products and services in one, easy-to-use, cross-referenced 
information system. 

It is a system designed to be used by retailers and the general boating 
public. Publication of the catalogue is via the Internet and also on a CD
ROM which includes four quarter updates of the catalogue per early sub
scription. 

Available are all the details of the products you want, including specifi
cations, pictures and supplies. You can browse through the pages at your 
leisure, or you can use the powerful search facilities that are built into the 
catalogue. 

The Internet version is free to both retailers and end users; just log onto 
the Internet and type in http://www.marineproducts.com.au 

Further information from David Edmondson, phone 0412 469 958, fax 
9977 4780 or email: info@marineproducts.com.au 

~ 
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RASTER CHART DISPLAY SYSTEM 

Endeavour Navigator For Windows 95 & NT 

• Raster chart display system (RCDS) using authorised 
Australian Seafarer Digital Charts & British ARCS. 

• Integrates your electronic charts with your GPS. & Auto-Pilot. 

• Chart work, route planning and route monitoring all in a 
single navigation system. 

• Simple chart selection from a world map. 

• World-wide chart coverage. 

• Automatic selection of best scale chart 

• Based on the proposed IHO/ IMO RCDS standards. 

• Fully supports all features of HCRF data including updates. 

• A fully developed Australian product. 

For Further Information Contact Boat Books 
31 ALBANY STREET CROWS NEST 

Phone (02) 9439 1133 Fax (02) 9439 851 7 
1800 024 807 email boatbook@boatbooks-aus.com.au 
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Optimising 
With SCOTT JUTSON 

Some Fun Things To 
Know About Your 
New IMS Rating 

Come the end of the financial 
year and your new IMS certifi
cate will be issued for the next 

twelve months. While most things are 
of no great consequence ( do we really 
care about refinements in the already 
absurd cruiser/ racer regulations?) 
three things fall under the category of 
news. 

First and foremost is how does your 
handicap move? I have created a sam
ple fleet from 31 to 75 feet with all the 
boats being contemporary IMS racing 
division designs. Let's see how they 
move: 

SPEED CHANGE BETWEEN 1997 AND 

1998 IMS VPP IN SEC/MILE 

SIZE GPH sec/mile WWILW 14 

31ft faster by 4.3 faster by 7.2 

36ft faster by 2.1 faster by 3.9 

43ft faster by 2.5 faster by 4.8 

50ft faster by 0.6 faster by 1.8 

Maxi faster by 0.9 faster by 1.0 

Aside from the obvious fact that we 
are all going faster this year the most 
glaring truth is that the small boats are 
getting hammered again for the fourth 
year in a row and the big boats are 
looking better all the time. Given the 
dominance of the 50 ft and over size 
range in last year's Telstra Southern 

Cross Cup, you can expect to see that 
magnified further this year. No doubt 
our illustrious AYF Keel Boat Technical 
Committee is on to this. 

The next issue worth noting is the 
movement in the Limit of Positive Sta
bility or LPS. This will be of great rele
vance to those who have found that 
they are edging on up to the next race 
category but can't quite get there. As a 
result of changes to the LPP you will 
now see an across the board increase in 
LPS values approximately as follows: 

1998 LPS INCREASE BY SIZE 

31 + 1.3 degrees 

36 +0.7 degrees 

43 +0.5 degrees 

50 +0.7 degrees 

Maxi +0.9 degrees 

"It only takes a few kg/m 
to move your upwind 

figures by a second a mile 
or more. This input has 
the strongest effect in 

upwind mode gradually 
diminishing as the wind 
moves onto the beam!' 

These will vary depending on the 
style of boat so wait to see how your 
boat fares individually. As I see it the 
bonus to the small end of the fleet 
which generally have lower values 
anyway due to lower beam/length 

ratios. It has no effect ratings. 
The final item of note is one that I 

have mentioned before, rig weight. Rig 
weight is a strong driver in the VPP's 
gyradius calculations. As the program 
needs this input it calculates a default 
value for an aluminum mast using 
input data off the certificate. Unfortu
nately this is a very low value some
where around 70% of a real figure . As 
a result, your rating will suffer badly if 
you do not have your rig weighed for 
input. 

Furthermore, the number is so sen
sitive that I really cannot overempha
size the importance of getting the best 
result on the day. It only takes a few 
kg/ m to move your upwind figures by 
a second a mile or more. This input has 
the strongest effect in upwind mode 
gradually diminishing as the wind 
moves onto the beam. The following 
gives you some idea of the impact of 
this issue. The relativity between sizes 
is not so important here as it may 
reflect on the aggressiveness with 
which the rig was made ( or mea
sured!): jj 

31ft 

36ft 

43ft 

50ft 

Maxi 

1998 RIG WEIGHT 

Effect on VMG Using Actual 

vs Default Weight 

6 12 16 20 

(kts Wind Speed) 

10.2 10.4 12.3 13.9 

5.2 6.5 7.7 8.8 

3.5 4.2 4.8 5.5 

3.4 4.0 4.6 5.3 

1.9 2.4 2.5 2.8 

TEL: 61 2 9948 1512 • FAX 61 2 9948 2392 • EMAIL: JUTSONYD@REAL.NET.AU 
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To celebrate BMW Sydney's sponsorship of the 
CYCA Winter Series you get the chance to drive 
a BMW Z3 for a weekend·. Simply subscribe to 
the magazine on the coupon below. Sheer Driving Pleasure 

Subscribe to Offshore Yachting by 30/6/1998 and you will be in the draw to win one weekend with 
a BMW Z3* from BMW Sydney. 

0 $31.70 for 6 issues (including the Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race Programme) 
0 $60.00 for 12 issues (including two Sydney-Hobart Yacht Rage Programmes) 

Name:--------------------------------------
Address: ____________________________________ _ 

Month of commencement: 

0 Cheque/money order enclosed or charge my 

No: 

Postcode: 

0 Bankcard O Visa O Mastercard 
Exp. Date: __ ! __ 

Signature: -----------------------------------
Send to: Offshore Yachting, Jamieson Publishing, PO Box 197, Cronulla NSW 2230 or fax to: (02) 9544 1502 

·Driver must be over 18 years of age, hold a current driver's licence and not be disqualified from driving. The vehicle is to be picked up from BMW Sydney's premises at 
Rushcutters Bay on Friday afternoon and returned to the same address on Monday morning. The prize is not transferable to another individual. 
The prize has to be taken by 30th November, 1998. 
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At He nri - Ll oyd we 
co nsta ntl y improve, test a nd 
refine to bring you state-of 
the-art marin e clot hin f ~ 

A Henri - Ll oy.d breathing™ Ultra Matc hrac er 
Ja cket is tota ll y uniqu e. 30% Light e r 
than our o ri gi na l br eat hing™ Ocea n 
gear. Crafted from a specia ll y 
de ve l oped ul tra-flexib l e 
GORE-TEX~ fa bri c Ocean Tec hnol ogy™ 
La min ate that' s four times more 
durably waterp ro of than any other 
br eat habl e out erwear. Single-mindedly 
e ngine ered with abso lu te int egrity 
for at hl etic pe rform a n ce. Tested to 
the Limit . 

Adva nced Marine Tec hn o l ogy™ - onl y 
from He nri - Ll oyd a nd ava il a bl e no w. 

HENKl ~~~ LLOYD 

advanced marine technology 

Find out mor e: 
Web Site Http: // www.H enriLLo yd. com 

Tel : 02 9638 4333 or fa x: 02 96 38 7951 
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Support for the Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia's Youth Sail ing Academy is not 
just on the water, with Ateco Suzuki's 
sponsorship in the form of a Suzuki 
Grand Vitara wagon playing a vital role in 
the activities of coach Dayne Sharp. 

CYCA Youth Sail ing Academy coach Dayne Sharp with the golden Suzuki 
Grand Vitara wagon, supplied to the Academy by Ateco Suzuki. Since th is 
picture was taken, the wagon has had signwriting on each of the front 
doors, officially recognising the support of Ateco Suzuki, 

S
harp uses the Suzuki to visit schools and yachting clubs up 

and down the NSW coast to actively promote the Youth Sail

ing Academy. The car is also used to transport sails and 

equipment used in the day-to-day operation of the Academy. "Hav

ing a dedicated car offers great independence and complements 
the professionalism of the sailing program conducted by the Acad

emy," says Sharp. 
Over the past 12 months, the CYCA Youth Sailing Academy has 

enjoyed significant growth with many secondary schools regularly 

enroll ing in weekly sai ling programs. The increase in numbers has 

come from making schools aware that sail ing can be an inexpen

sive sport that is accessible to all. 
Over the past five years more than 2500 young people have sat 

on the decks of the 10 Elliott 5.9 sports yachts used by the Acade

my. Representative youth teams from the Academy have won 

many National and International Regattas in that time, whi le many 

of the youngsters have gone on to crew aboard ocean racing 
yachts in the Telstra Sydney to Hobart and other major events. 

For more information about the Youth Sailing Academy (and the 

Suzuki he drives) cal l Dayne Sharp on 02 9363 9731. jj 



BMW Sydney Winter Series 

F
eature event of opening day was the 
Great Veterans Race, with victory 
going to the famous cutter Winston 

Churchill which contested the inaugural 
Sydney to Hobart back in 1945. Now owned 
by Richard Winning, Winston Churchill won 
handsomely from Ian Kiernan's yawl Canon 
Maris and Lorita Maria (Paul Smith). 

The fresh westerly conditions from the 
start favoured the front markers in most divi
sions with winners including lcefire (Richard 
and Pat Goldstiver) in Division A, Styx 
(Geoff Lee) in Division B and Mercedes IV 
(Peter Stronach) in Division C. The classic 
8-metre class yacht Erica J (Les Goodridge) 
won Division D while Macadam ((Damian 
Banks) took out Division F and Crackerjack 
(David Lister) Division G. 

CYCA Youth Academy coach Dayne 
Sharp steered Bayview Plaza to victory in 
Division H while Division G saw a win by 
Brief Encounter(Onya syndicate) which rev
elled in the fresh conditions. 

The BMW Sydney Winter Series is con
tinuing every Sunday through to late July. i~ 

Winter Series 
in overdrive 

The Cruising Yacht Club of Australia's BMW Sydney 
Winter Series got away to a spectacular opening day with 
more than 130 yachts blasting around Sydney Harbour in 

the first of the autumn westerlies on Sunday, April 26. 

The classic 8-metre class sloop Erica J (Les Goodridge) on her way to victory in Division D of the 
BMW Sydney Winter Series opening day on Sydney Harbour. Astern of her is Wings Three (John 
Messenger) flying the sponsor's spinnaker for a fourth in Division C. (Pie - Ace Marine Photography). 

BMW Sydney Winter Series Division B opening race win ner Styx (Geoff 
Lee) heads down the Harbour under spi nnaker ahead of Division C 
competitors Sommerbreeze (Hans Sommer) and Bin Rouge (Darryl 
Hodgkinson). (Pie - Ace Marine Photography). 

The fresh breeze on the opening day of the BMW Winter Series certainly 
favoured Carl Sriber's veteran S&S-designed Suraya, but Hi Fi (Wayne 
Cummins) was having some problems at this stage. Nevertheless, Hi Fi 
went on to place second in Division F. (Pie - Ace Marine Photography) . 
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News from 
all Ports 

1 Olh Boat Show at 
Darling Harbour 
The 1998 Sydney International Boat Show 
will this year celebrate its 10th anniversary 
since moving into the waterfront complex 
at Darling Harbour, on the city's western 
doorstep. It's been a harmonious relation
ship, bringing the industry attendance fig
ures well in excess of the "bad old days" at 
the Sydney Showgrounds. 

This year's show opens officially on 
Thursday, July 23 and runs through to Tues
day, July 28. Opening hours are varied; the 
show will be open 11am to 9pm on the 
Thursday, Friday, Monday and Tuesday, 
10am to 9pm on the Saturday and 10am to 
6pm on the Sunday. 

The Darling Harbour Authority which 
administers the popular facility rates the 
boat show as second only to the Sydney 
International Motor Show in terms of its 
importance to the complex. 

Show organiser, the Boating Industry 
Association of NSW, is yet to finalise place-

ment and positioning of the popular floa t
ing marina exhibit, but is examining a num
ber of options. The final adaptation for the 
marina has been held up because of the 
new semi-permanent berthing facilities 
installed around Cockle Bay by the author
ity. 

Different operating hours have been set 
for the marina exhibit. It will be open 10am 
to 8pm daily, except for the Sunday when it 
will cease operations at 6pm. 

However, Ian McAndrew, president of 
the Boating Industry Association of Aus
tralia, said the marina would be a major 
attraction, as befits the show he describes as 
"the biggest and best in the Southern Hemi
sphere". 

Offshore readers will find attractions of 
interest at every turn, highlighted by the 
Strictly Sail exhibit, supported by radio 
2KY's High Tide and the Novotel Hotel, 
which has drawn many of the sport's best
known names. Musto Australia, Beneteau, 
Catalina Yachts, Ronstan, Barlow, Hood 
Sails, Helly Hansen, Harken, East Sail, RFD, 
Stormy Seas and Burke Pty Ltd are just 
some of the major displays which will 
appeal to keen sailors. 

For further information regarding the 
show, contact the Boating Industry Associa-

Merv Rnn sails his 50lh Bunbury race 
Back in 1948, when 17 boats started the first Sunbury race down the coast of 

Western Australia, Maid Marion owned by G.K. Stevenson, took line honours 
in what was then a "one way" race, taking 23 hours and 29 minutes for the voyage. 

This year, in the 50th Sunbury race, which is now a ''there and back" affair, the 
Rob Humphreys designed 50 footer Neftenga took line honours in a time of 22 
hours and 58 minutes. 

Neftenga, owned by Trevor Taylor of the Cruising Yacht Club of WA, also took 
handicap honours this year, while back in that first race it was R. Luck's Argosy 
from Royal Perth, which collected the handicap trophy. 

One yachtsman who sailed in both those races, and every one in between, is 
Merv Finn, this year taking second place in Division S with his S & S 30, Huckle
berry. 

Merv, who gets a little help these days from his son Mike, has won the race 
three times, in 1958, 1969 and 1970, but then there aren't many races on the west 
coast that he hasn't won in his long and distinguished offshore sailing career. 

However the most numerous winner of the Sunbury race is that well known WA 
sailor Rolly Tasker, with six wins to his credit, four of those in successive years from 
1972 to 1975. 

Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club conducts the Sunbury race and this year it was 
the final heat in the WA Regatta Week, which on this occasion the club also ran. 

30 boats contested this year's golden anniversary race, in conditions that were 
comfortable, though never likely to produce a record run, so Syrenka's time of 18 
hours, 57 minutes and 18 second's from 1995 still stands. - John Roberson. 

RESUIJ'!k Division A: 1 Neftenga {Trevor Taylor, CYCWA); 2 Heatwave (Brad Hiles, 
RFBYC); 3 Windward (Steve Ward, RFBYC). 
DMsion B: 1 Cappoquin (Stephen Parker, RFBYC); 2 Huckleberry (Merv Finn, RFBYC). 
3 Impulse (Lance Woods, RFBYC). 
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tion, telephone (02) 9438-2077. - Bob Won
ders. 

WA Regatta Week 
proves success 
Run for the second year in its current for
mat, the West Australian Regatta Week was 
a great success, mixing good sailing with a 
well thought out social programme. Six 
heats were sailed, varying from inshore tri
angles to the Bunbury and return offshore 
race. 

A very consistant performance gave the 
overall trophy to Steve Ward's Windward, a 
customized Farr 36, with a scoreline that 
contained all top three places. 

Although he only scored one first place, 
while two other boats had two wins in the 
series, he had no double figure results that 
the others carried. 

The regatta opened with a short off
shore race up the coast from Fremantle to 
Hilarys, where the fleet stayed overnight on 
the Saturday, before racing the return trip 
on Sunday. Mid week saw two short 
inshore races on Tuesday, and the Bill Lucas 
night race on Thursday. The series con
cluded with the 50th Bunbury race. 

Mark Lovelady and his crew, in the S 97 
Skallagrigg, started the series well in Division 
A, by taking the first two races, but a 14th in 
the third heat knocked them off the top of the 
leader board. The Humphries 50 Neftenga 
finished a poor 15th in the opening race, but 
despite winning the last two races, were nev
er able to make up the deficit. 

Division B was dominated by father and 
son team Mike and Merv Finn, and their S 
& S 30 Hucklebem;, putting three firsts on 
the scoreboard, along with two seconds and 
a third. Merv Finn, now 80 years old, has 
competed in every Bunbury race, and has 
his name on just about every offshore tro
phy in Western Australia. 

The series was blessed with good weath
er, which saved the organisers, Royal Fresh
water Bay Yacht Oub, a lot of problems, 
and meant that a number of less experi
enced crews, doing this sort of series for the 
first time were able to complete all races.
John Roberson. 

RESULJS - CHS 
Division A: 
1. Windward (Steve Ward, RFBYC)3-2-2-1-3-3. 
2. Skallagrigg (Mark Lovelady, RFBYC) 1-1-14-2-4-5. 
3. Neftenga (Trevor Taylor, CYCWA) 15-6-8-3-1-1 . 

Division B: 
1. Huckleberry (Mike & Merv Finn, RFBYC) 2-3-1-1-1-2. 
2. Impulse (Lance Woods, RFBYC) 3-6-3-6-2-3. 
3. Meltemi (Jim Shannon, RPYC) 4-2-2-5-3-6 



premier IMS division and PHD. 
Under the Ocean Racing Club of Vic

toria rules, Hijack was ineligible to win 
both divisions, allowing Royal Mel
bourne Yacht Squadron's Ken Simpson to 
take out the PHD trophy with his Adams 
43, Ocean Road Uni-Pro. 

"We crossed tacks with them, but 
broke a gooseneck 10 miles from the fin
ish," Parkinson said later. "Hijack is a 
Laurie Davidson design - they made 16 
Cavalier 395s, and this is No 12 - and 
although it's got half a tonne of teak 
work in it, it goes like the clappers." 

Melbourne to Grassy IMS winning crew of Hijack, from left, Col Mason, Roger Spatt (at rear) , John Park
inson, Greg Croaker (at rear) and Charles Cox with their trophies at Grassy Harbour. (Pie - Ed Feathstone) 

Parkinson, a pilot who flew Neptures 
for the RAAF with his navigator Charlie 
Cox 30 years ago, was a 727 pilot with 
Australian Airlines before the pilots' 
strike. He then spent six months flying 
for Compass Airlines before it went belly 
up, and flew services to King Island. 

His win with Hijack was no flash in 
the pan. The yacht had a second and a 
win in the Melbourne to Burnie race 
across Bass Strait, won the Grassy race 
two years ago, and was second overall to 
Granny Apple in the PHD division of the 
480 nautical mile Melbourne to Hobart 
last Christmas. 

Bass Strait ocean 
race su111rise 
Short ocean races in Bass Strait are 
always full of surprises, and the Mel
bourne to King Island race in March was 
no exception, as Ed Featherston reports. 

Sandringham skipper John Parkin
son and his crew have had their fa ith 
restored in the theory of contrary 
behaviour. 

After a dramatic, moonlit 3am start to 
the 110 nautical mile race from Queen
scliff, just inside The Rip at Port Phillip, 
to Grassy on King !~land, the 37-boat 
fleet thrashed out of the bay into 3m to 
4m seas in Bass Strait. 

Race start was delayed 15 minutes for 
an outgoing ship, then as the already 
depleted fleet plunged and bucked its 
way south into the teeth of a moderating 
25 knot southerly, another ship was 

brought in through the middle of the 
scattering yachts. Its wake or bow wave 
reinforced the swell in The Rip and gave 
race leaders, Spirit of Downunder (Laurie 
Ford) and Prowler (Joe Westerlo) a few 
scary moments as their yachts climbed 
over the near vertical wave wall. 

Once clear of The Rip, the bulk of the 
fleet kept sailing west towards Cape 
Otway. However, Parkinson elected to 
take his Cavalier 395, Hijack, on a long, 
three-hour tack from Lorne into mid Bass 
Strait. When Parkinson laid back to the 
west, Hijack benefited from the dying 
breeze clocking to the south-east. 

Hijack made its landfall at Councellor 
Island, well down the King Island east 
coast, and a short beat from the finish 
line. The crew - Parkinson, Col Mason, 
Charlie Cox, Greg Croaker and Rager 
Spatt - slipped into Grassy Harbour to 
celebrate a convincing win in both the 

Placings in the AMS division went to 
Sandringham yachts with Graeme Ain
ley and John Williams' Bacardi and 
Geoff Henderson's Rum Beat, with PHO 
placings going to Ken Simpson with 
Ocean Road Uni-Pro from Angus Fletch
er ' s Trevake from Hobson's Bay Yacht 
Club and Chris Bradbury's Copper 
Guard Simply Red from Royal Brighton 
Yacht Club. 

The line honours battle was a ripper. 
Sandringham skippers Jo Westerlo in 
Prowler and Laurie Ford in Spirit of Dow
nunder staged a a 30 mile, boat-for-boat 
tacking duel to the finish after their 

11.ulge you't ca11.eg 411141[ 111lth (1IIC 
• Skipper yourself boating holidays around the beautiful Whitsunday Islands 
• Safe and easy - no license needed • Budget to luxury • All fully equipped 
• Large fleet to choose from • Sailing yachts 2-12 berth (28ft - 51ft) • Motor 
cruisers 2-8 berth (27ft - 34ft) • Sailing and motor catamarans 2-10 berth 

(30ft - 36ft) • Includes region and boat brief with half day cruise guide • All 
holiday services available on request • GREAT off peak SPECIALS available 

t!ustRALIAN BAREBOAT CHARTER§.rm: 
Bo1ldaQr Belp1fne« '800 ems ooo Pbonec (f11) 4848 9881 Pma (f11) 4848 eno 

Located: Main J etty, Shute Harbour Addrw: PO Box 357, Airlie Beach, Q 4802 
Bmail: bareboat@ozemail.com.au Webdte: http://www.ozemail.com.au/ _bareboat 
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yachts closed in on one another off Cape 
Wickham, 80 miles into the race. Spirit of 
Downunder, a 40-footer, clawed into the 
lead twice before being chased down by 
Prowler, a 47-footer. 

As the night breeze lightened off, 
Prowler's overlapping headsail gave it the 
edge and the two yachts hit the line just 
two minutes apart after 21 hours of sail
ing. 

Bass Strait turned on another of its 
surprises as the fleet, loaded up with 
King Island cheeses and lobster, headed 
home on the long weekend Sunday after
noon. A 20 knot sea breeze and low swell 
provided perfect running conditions 
before the breeze eased to motor-sailing 
conditions later that night. 

Pittwater yachtsman to 
get first Sydney 40 1 D 
Prominent Royal Prince Alfred Yacht 
Club owner / skipper Ron Jones will take 
delivery of the first Sydney 40 One
Design, the new "middle boat" for the 
1999 Champagne Mumm Admiral's Cup 
teams. 

Kanga Birtles, skipper of Jarkan which he will sail in the Around Alone solo race around the 
world later this year. 

Jones, who has had considerable suc
cess with his Sydney 41 cruiser/ racer, 
Christine Jay III, hopes to take delivery of 
the yacht in June or July. He will then 
begin a strong racing program culminat
ing with a bid to represent Australia at 
the 1999 Admiral's Cup. 

The Sydney 40 lD comes from the 
design team of Iain Murray, Ian Burns 
and Andy Dovell and is being built by 

one day from the multihull record in win
ning the Short-Handed Sailing Associa
tion of Australia 's 1998 TransTasman 
Challenge race from Sydney to New Ply
mouth, New Zealand. 

Sailing his Open 60, Jarkan, designed by 
Murray, Burns and Dovell for his Around 
Alone challenge later this year, Birtles com
pleted the 1145 nautical mile crossing in 5 

days 15 hours 36 minutes. His crew 

Astern of the first three to was young Spanish sailor Unai 

finish, the remaining six 
boats ran into strong winds 
and heavy seas off the New 
Zealand coast, an aftermath 

of a tropical cyclone Yali. 

Basurco. 
Jarkan has been built by Birtles for 

the Around Alone Challenge solo cir
cumnavigation race later in the year. 
For the first time ever, yachts compet
ing in single-handed events, must 
have an engine installed, following 
the numerous incidents in the Vendee 

Bashford International at Nowra on the 
NSW South Coast. Bashford Internation
al announced in late April that the 
moulding of the first Sydney 40 hull shell 
had been completed, with the project 
running according to schedule. 

Kanga Birtles slashes 
Translasman record 
Kanga Birtles has slashed an amazing 
two days off the monohull record and 
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Globe Challenge. Birtles has opted 
again for a anni Diesel 27 horsepower 
engine, citing its international acceptance 
and his need for reliability. 

90 minutes astern came the only mul
tihull in the nine boat fleet, the Chamber
lin-designed catamaran Inside Multihulls 
Magazine, sailed by magazine editor Ter
ry Travers and the designer, Robin 
Chamberlin. 

Third to finish was smallest boat in the 
fleet, the Mount Gay 30 County Flyer, sailed 
by David Ferrell and Steve Corrigan, taking 

7 days 13 hours 24 minutes. 
Astern of the first three to finish, the 

remaining six boats ran into strong winds 
and heavy seas off the New Zealand coast, 
an aftermath of a tropical cyclone Yali. 

Suntuf Marara, sailed by Jamie Hocking 
and Don Parker, and Aurora, sailed by 
David Pryce and Teresa Michell were rolled 
360 degrees by huge waves. Aurora, an 
Adams Cruising 10, limped into port after 
losing all its masthead instruments and her 
GPS. Marara, an S&S 34, was hove to, but 
was dumped by a huge wave, breaking her 
mast and crushing in the cabin top. 

Her crew were subsequently lifted to 
safety by a New Zealand marine safety heli
copter off Cape Farewell at the north-west
ern tip of the South Island. 

"We had snugged the boat down, just 
put up a storm jib and hove to, waiting to 
see what the weather would do," Parker 
said ashore at Wellington. "We were just 
down in the cabin having a cup of Milo and 
whammo!" 

AYF announces National 
Youth Championship 
The Australian Yachting Federation has 
announced that the 1998 Australian 
Youth Championships will be held at 
Rockingham, Western Australia, from 



September 28 to October 1. 
Clases will be: Laser (single-handed boys) Laser Radial (sin

gle-handed girls), 420 (double-hander for boys and girls), Mis
tral (sailboard boys and girls) and the Hobie 16 (open multihull). 

Results from the championship will be used as the basis for 
selecting crews to represent Australia at the 1998 ISAF World 
Youth Championships to be held at Simonstown, South Africa, 
from December 28, 1998 to January 6, 1999. 

Melbourne Boat Show 
premier market forum 
Melbourne's Club Marine National Boat Show and Fishing Expo 
is fast becoming the industry's pre-eminent marketing opportu
nity, according to a 1997 survey of visitors to the event. 

The 1998 Show will be held at the Melbourne Exhibition Cen
tre from July 2-7, providing the largest display for recreational 
boating and fishing enthusiasts under the one roof in Australia. 

A 1997 exit survey conducted by the Boating Industry Asso
ciation of Victoria revealed that of the 58,000 visitors to the 
show, 34% intended to make a purchase and 22% were ready to 
enter the market. 

New features this year will be an outdoor marina on the adja
cent Yarra River which can accommodate between 15 and 20 
larger powerboats and yachts. 

Broken mast wrecks 
Round-the-World Bid 
Royal & Sun Alliance, the 92ft catamaran skippered by Tracey 
Edwards with an all-female crew of ten, including Australian 
Adrienne Cahalan as navigator, has been forced to abandon its 
attempt on the Round the World non-stop record for the Tro
phee Jules Verne. 

Disaster struck the huge catamaran, pictured in the last issue 
of OFFSHORE, in pitch darkness on her 43rd day at sea, March 
18, after sailing some 15,200 nautical miles since setting sail from 
Ushant in north west Fr.ance on February 3. 

In 40-foot seas and with winds gusting from 30 to 50 knots, a 
huge wave from behind them, lifted the stern and buried both 
bows in the wave ahead, bringing the boat to a shuddering halt. 
About five minutes later, creaking could be heard from the top 
of the mast and the whole thing just crumpled over the port 
side, breaking as it hit the hull. 

Beyond any assistance, the crew then sailed the boat under 
jury rig to the nearest land, South America, where they reached 
port in early April. 

At the time of the dismasting, the boat had covered about 350 
miles in the previous 24 hours. They had averaged 435 miles a 
day over the previous nine hours in the relentless pursuit of the 
record of 71 days 14 hours 22 minutes and 8 seconds set in 1997 
by Frenchman Olivier de Kersauson. )j 

"In 40-foot seas and with winds gusting 
from 30 to 50 knots, a huge wave from 
behind them, lifted the stem and buried 
both bows in the wave ahead, bringing 

the boat to a shuddering hah!' 

BAVARlA ~ YACHTS 

' PERFORMANCE AT 

'E,is latest generatio,~of Bavaria 
Yachts designed by J and J has pro
duced timeless sleek and powe,ful 
yachts which represent a stare-of
the-art combination of fast cruising 
performance and handling. 

'W,h typical German attention 
to quality, Bavaria Yachts offer 
superb construction, excellent 
quality of finish and genuine off
shore capability. At the same time, 
clever and efficient production 
methods mean that these quality 
yachts can be offered at an excep
tional price. 

.f2Lready renowned throughout 
Europe in 1995, a Bavaria 39 (now 
the 38 exclusive) won its division in 
the ARC (Atlantic race for cruis
ers) and in the German die Yacht 
magazine boat of the year awards, 
the Bavaria 41 placed 2nd in the 
over 40' class against Swan Baltic, 
Hallberg Rassey and Jenneau. ln 
1996 the 32 won its class and this 
year the Bavaria 35 exclusive and 
centre cockpit 38 Ocean won their 
classes respectively. 

.fJL1 Yachts are built in excess of 
Germanisher Lloyd and carry a 
five-year hull warranty. Foam sandwich technology used in the construction of ice 
breakers is used throughout the range including S glass and kev/ar reinforcing to 
the forebody and keel areas to protect against collision and grounding damage. 

'E,e first of the New Bavaria generation will be arriving in Australia in June and 
attractive incentives will be offered to purchasers of the first demonstration yachts. 

NORTH SOUTH YACHTING 
• NEW YACHT SALES • AFTER SALES SUPPORT • 

29 FAIRLIGHT CRESCENT, FAIRLIGHT, NSW 2094, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

TELEPHONE: +61 2 9949 7446 FACSIMILE: +61 2 9949 7446 
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Toward 2000 

Soling champions 
in Sail Sydney duel 
Australia's world champion 
sailors in the Olympic Soling 
keelboat class, Hobart's Nick 
Rogers and Neville Wittey from 
Sydney, fought out a close 
match racing final at the Sail 
Sydney '98 Regatta held on 
Sydney Harbour over Easter by 
the Yachting Association of 
NSW. 

One of the two Australian crews which contested the women's keel boat match-racing class at the ISAF 
World Sailing Championships at Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. (Pie - Sport.The Library) 

R
ogers, the current Soling world fleet 
racing champion, beat Wittey, the 
Soling world match racing champion, 

2-1, with third place going to Colin Beashel,, 
the Atlanta Star class bronze medallist in the 
Star class. 

Sail Sydney attracted big fleets in the 
Olympic and International Youth classes, 
with Atlanta Olympians Michael Blackburn 
from Sydney (Lasers) and Christine Bridge 

from Brisbane (Europes) both winning their 
classes. 

World champions in the new 49er class, 
Chris Nicholson and Daniel Phillips, came 
from behind to win three races on the final 
day to snatch victory from Gary and John 
Boyd from Perth and Adam Beashel and 
Teague Czislowski. 

Young Australian champions Nathan 
Wilmot and Daniel Phillips continued their 
success in the Olympic 470 class with an 
almost perfect score, winning six of the eight 

races in which they sailed to clinch the title 
with a day to spare. 

Strong competition 
for Neville W'dtey 
Neville Wittey will face strong competition 
when he defends the lnfanta Cristina Soling 
world match racing championship in The 
Netherlands in July, with 11 of the 12 invited 
nations already nominating their helmsmen. 

Wittey (AUS) who recently won the Aus
tralian selection series for the Olympic 

Brand new Northshore and Beneteau yachts 
available for charter from Sydney's newest and most 
innovative yacht charter company - Sydney by Sail. 

If you charter a yacht for a full day 
thi• winter, we'll give you ... 
• 1096 off our published charter prices for life 
• free Secure Parking at Darling Harbour 
• annual membership to the Australian 
National Maritime Museum 

C. June • July 1998 

Put the wind in your sails 
this winter - phone Sydney 
by Sail on (02) 9552 7561 
or drop in to our base at 
the National Maritime 
Museum, Darling Harbour 



three-man keelboat class, will face Jochen 
Schumann (GER), Torben Grael (BRA), 
Luis Doreste (ESP), Georgi Shaiduko 
(AUS), Andy Beadsworth (GBR), Philippe 
Presti (FAA), Rod Davis (NZL}, Bill Abbott 
(CAN), Herman Horn Johannessen (NOR) 
and Stig Westergaard (DEN) with the USA 
yet to nominate its representative. 

Australia's silver & 
Bronze at ISAF wortds 
Australia won silver and bronze medals in 
the seven classes that the team contested 
at the International Sailing Federation's 
1998 World Sailing Championships held at 
Dubai in the United Arab Emirates in March. 

Michael Blackburn from Sydney under
scored his Sydney 2000 Olympic medal 
prospects by winning the silver medal in the 
single-handed Laser class, his best ever 
international result outside of his fourth at 
the Atlanta Games, sailed at Savannah. 

Brad Sumner and Amy Johnstone from 
Terrigal on the NSW Central Coast, won the 
bronze in the Open multihull class, sailed in 
Hobie 16s. 

49er champions win 
Australian awanl 
World champions in the new Olympic 49er 

class, Chris Nicholson and Daniel Phillips 
were named the 1998 Nortel Australian 
Sailors of the Year (male} with the female 
category going to Laser Radial world 
women's champion, Sarah Blanck. 

The awards were announced at the Aus
tralian Yachting Federation's annual awards 
dinner at Sydney's Darling Harbour, attend
ed by International Sailing Federation Pres
ident Paul Henderson and other prominent 
administrators and sailors. 

The award culminates an outstanding 
year of sailing in the new Olympic class for 
Newcastle, New South Wales , sailors 
Nicholson and Phillips who are regarded as 
one of Australia's outstanding prospects for 
a gold medal at the Sydney 2000 Games. 

Blanck, the current Laser Radial 
women's world champion from Melbourne, 
is also in an Olympic class, having recently 
changed to the Europe women's single
handed class. 

The Nortel Australian Youth Sailor of the 
Year Award went to Brisbane schoolgirl 
Lauren Jeffries, the first female ever to win 
the Sabot dinghy open Australian champi
onship. 

The Modern Boating magazine Services 
to Yachting award went to International 
judge and umpire Graeme Owens from 
Perth, the Volvo Yachting Media Award to 

well known yachting journalist and editor, 
Bob Ross, the editor of Australian Sailing 
magazine. 

The Australian Yachting Awards date 
back to 1993 when the late Jock Sturrock, 
the skipper of Australia's first challenger for 
the America's Cup, Gretel, became the first 
winner. 

The five Sailor of the Year (male} final
ists, all world champions, were: 

Roger Blasse (Vic)- OK dinghy world 
champion ; Chris Nicholson and Daniel 
Phillips (NSW)- 49er dinghy world champi
ons; Robbie Radis (WA) -

Windsurfing Formula 1 world champion; 
Nick Rogers (Tas) - the Soling world fleet 
racing champion; and Neville Willey (NSW)
the Soling world match racing champion. 

Finalists for the Sailor of the Year 
(female} including one world champion, are: 

Sarah Blanck (Vic) - Laser Radial dinghy 
world champion; Adrienne Cahalan 

(NSW) - navigator of the maxi catamaran 
Royal & Sun Alliance in the Around the 
World Challenge; Melanie Dennison (Vic) -
3rd placegetter, Europe dinghy world cham
pionship; Lauren Jeffries (Qld)- Sabot 
dinghy Australian champion (first female to 
win this title); Courtney Lawrence (WA)- 2nd 
place, 420 dinghy world championship.
Peter Campbell. jj 

Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre, Darling Drive, 

Darling Harbour 

PLUS Marina in Cockle Bay 

ufij■j.i 23 July 1998 to 28 July 1998 

PUBLIC HOURS: 
Thursday 23 July 1 lam-9pm Sunday 26 July 10am-6pm 

Friday 24 July 1 lam-9pm Monday 27 July 1 lam-9pm 

Saturday 25 July 10am-9pm Tuesday 28 July 1 lam-9pm 

(Marina 10am - 8pm Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm Sunday) 

PUBLIC ENTRY: 
Adult $12.00 each . Family $25.00 (i.e. 2 adults and 3 children) , 

Seniors $8.00 ( on production of Seniors Card), Pensioners $6.00, 

Child $6.00 (Children under 5 years free) 

Proudly Sponsored By: 

~~ll@llu7 Wateiways 
S port £i. Ta lk We're with you on the water I 

C L U B = 
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HOOD 
SAILMAKERS 

GET THE BEST OUT OF YOUR BOAT 
Call (02) 9905 0800 or your local boat loft 

NORTH SAILS 

sJ 

AUSTRALIA'S 
LEADING 

SAILMAKERS 
SYDNEY 

(02) 9997 5966 
FAX: (02) 9997 4805 
www.northsails.com 

MELBOURNE 
(03) 9534 0363 

FAX: (03) 9525 3095 

4,. Suite 8 RPYAC 
Mitala Street 

Newport NSW 2106 
PO Box729 

Newport Beach NSW 2106 
AUSTRALIA 

MURRAY ~·• 

6URNS~"4 
DOVELL PTY LTD Tel. 61·2-9979 6202 

Fax. 61-2-9979 6215 
e-mail: IABURN5@COMPU5ERVE.C0M 

ACN 060 651747 
NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 
COMPOSITE ENGINEERING 

This space could be yours for 
as low as $125 a month. 

Get more out of your 
advertising - call Jan Cooke 

on (02) 9452 2093. 

• Custom Built One Off Yachts from 1 8 to 
80 feet 

• All Types of Composite Construction 
• In House Pre-Preg ½~e~rr • Full IOR-IMS Optimisation 

11 Nell Road, West Gosford NSW 2250 
Bootspeed-2 3 Ph: (043) 23 2989 Fax: (043) 23 4023 

0 FRASERSAILS 
The Ultimate in Racing 

and Cruising Sails 
For information on our Sai ls, Services & Products, please write to: 

6 NIELD AVE., RUSHCUTTERS BAY, 2011 
PH: (02) 9361 4836. FAX: (02) 9332 3271 

BRISBANE (07) 3252 5161 MELBOURNE (03) 9328 3260 
HOBART (03) 6234 5422 WHITSUNDAYS (079) 461125 PERTH (09) 430 5366 

SAILCL.Oll-i 

Most Medals - Barcelona '92 
Most Medals - Savannah '96 
Most Medals - Sydney 2000? 

Be a Contender ... Buy Contender! 
Cal or write to: Contender Sailcloth Ply Ltd 4A Willmette Place Mooa Vale 2103 NSW (02) 9997 '099 rr · ..:..:: ;;: 

Stockist of: Contender Sailcloth, Challenge Sailclo!Miardware, Rutgerson Hardware, P.N.P Pm<lc:ts 5i..e --
Battens, Webbings, Tapes, Adhesrie Sailcloths, Fune, Fulers, Seldoo Rodkx:kers, Ferran PVC 0acn::s 

LEWMAR 
WINCHES , HATCHES & HARDWARE 

GIBB 
RIGGING & DYFORM WIRE 

NAVTEC 
RIGGING & HYDRAULICS 

BARLOW DISTRIBUTORS (AUSTRALIA PTY LID 
177 PHILLIP ST, REDFERN SW 2016 
TEL: 02 9318 2128 FAX: 02 9319 1 , 

Subscribe to Offshore and drive 
a new BMW 23 for a weekend. 

Turn to page 53 for details. 



PREMIER 
'1!.i'tN ■•fl 111 MI i.S:W 

• Boat Covers • Car Trimming 
• Carpets • Upholstery 

Phone for a free quote (02) 9363 5998 
d' Albora Marinas, New Beach Road, 

Rushcutters Bay NSW 2027 

Steinmann & AS50dates P/L ACN (1().1 736483 NAVAL ARCHITECTS 

KELL STEINMANNTM 
YACHT DESIGN 

THE MIGHTY AMAZON IMS Maxi/Line Honours 
BOBSLED World Speed Monhu ll Race Record Holder 

HAMMER OF QUEENSLAND IMS/Line Honours 
INNKEEPER BOC/IMS Yacht 

KAGERO Hiroshima Cup Line Honours Record Holder 

Tel: 0414 444 499 
PO BOX 453 Avalon Beach NSW 2107 

ANDY COYLE'S 
BOATING SERVICE 

complete boat maintenance 
& management 

PO Box 448 Tel & Fax: (02) 9388 8085 
Vaucluse 
NSW 2030 Mobile: 0411 886089 

PERFORMANCE BOATING SERVICE 
SPECIALISING IN PERFORMANCE ORIENTED YACHTS 

RON JACOBS CHRIS CALDECOAT TIM WISEMAN 

n ~ New & Used Yachts 
L RFORMANCE Performance Optimising 
B MnNo , Project Supervision 

S INTERNATIONAL YAC HTS Boat Maintenance 
l!R\'ICES MAIUNF DEA 1.F.Rs & nRo KF.RM;f Charter 

PBS International (Yachts) Pty. Ltd 
Gibson Marina 1710 Pittwater Road 

BAYVIEW NSW 2104 AUSTRALIA 
Ph/Fax (61 2) 9979 9780 Ph 9979 9755 

Telephone: (02> 9363 2130 
Facsimile: (02> 9327 1465 

Mobile: 041 2032 130 

D. & R. SHIPWRIGHTS 
<C.y.C.A.> 

New Beach Road 
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2027 

• REPAIRS 
• PAINTING 

• FITTING 

Slllsa& I\IIWI to Ollshore 
by 30.8.98 and will will be in the draw to win one weekend with a BMW 

Z3* from BMW Sydney (See page 53 for full conditions and details) 

YES! Please send my O 31.70 FOR 6 ISSUES (including the Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race Programme) 

Offshore subscription! 0 60.00 FOR 12 ISSUES (including TWO Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race Programmes) 

Send to: 
Offshore Yachting 
Jamieson Publishing 
4/34 The Esplanade, 

Cronulla NSW 2230 
OR Fax on (02) 9544 1502 

Name _____________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ 

__________________ ,Postcode __ _ 

Month of commencement. _______________ _ 

O Cheque/money order enclosed OR charge my O Bankcard O Visa O Mastercard 

No: ____________________ Exp.Date _ /_ 

Signature ____________________ _ 



GEOFF JY.ERS P/L 
cycA bore Radng calendar 

MAJOR OFFSHORE & INSHORE EVENTS 
IN AUSTRALIA AND OVERSEAS 

AUSTRALIA 
JUNE 
7 
14 
21 
28 

JULY 

BMW Sydney Winter Series, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
BMW Sydney Winter Series, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 

4 BMW Sydney Winter Series, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
10 BMW Sydney Winter Series, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
17 BMW Sydney Winter Series, final pointscore race, 

Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
24 BMW Sydney Winter Series Prizegiving, CYCA. 
25 Perkins Shipping Darwin to Ambon ocean race, Darwin SC. 
26 CYCA Ladies Day Race for Chris Lee Trophy, 

Sydney Harbour. 

AUGUST 
1 13TH Sydney-Gold Coast Raoe, CYCA. (First raoe of CYCA 1998-99 

Blue Water Pointscore. 
7-9 XXXX Gold Coast Winter Regatta, Southport Yacht Club, Old. 
11-15 Mooloolaba SCOR, Mooloolaba Yacht Club, Old. 
16 Hogsbreath Mooloolaba to Airlie Beach Race, 

Mooloolaba Yacht Club, Old. 
15-20 Joico-TAG Heuer Hayman Island Big Boat Series, 

Whitsundays, Hayman Island Yacht Club. Old. 
22-29 XXXX Ansell Hamilton Island Race Week, Whitsundays, 

Hamilton Island Yacht Club, Old. 

SEPTEMBER 
6-12 Hogsbreath Cruising Race Week, 

Whitsunday Sailing Club, Airlie Beach, Old. 
11 Great Whitsundays Fun Race, Whitsunday Sailing Club, 

Airlie Beach, Old. 
12-13 Whitsunday Vista Gold Cup Maxi Yacht Challenge, 

Whitsunday Sailing Club, Airlie Beach, Old. 
12-17 Mirage Resorts Regatta, Port Douglas, 

Port Douglas Yacht Club, Old. 
13-19 Volvo Coffs Coast Sail Week, Coffs Harbour. 
17-23 First Pre-Olympic 2000 Regatta, Sydney Harbour and 

offshore, Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic 
Games (SOCOG). 

26 Sydney offshore racing season opens, 
CYCA, MHYC, RSYS, RPAYC. 

OCTOBER 
3 Sydney Harbour inshore racing season opens, 

RSYS, RPEYC, MHYC, SASC. 
24 Fujitsu 25th Gosford to Lord Howe Island Race, 

Gosford Sailing Club. 

NOVEMBER 
28-29 Ord Minnett Regatta IMSfTPHS/JOG short ocean racing 

championship regatta, MHYC. 

DECEMBER 
16-20 Telstra Cup IMSfTPHS/JOG regatta, Sydney Harbour 

and offshore, CYCA. 
17 Canon Big Boat Challenge, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
26 Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart, 630 nm, CYCA. 
27 Strathfield Car Radios Pittwater to Coifs Harbour Race, RPAYC 
27 Melbourne-Devonport Bass Strait Race, ORCV. 
28 Melbourne-Hobart West Coaster Race, ORCV. 

INTERNATIONAL 
JUNE 
21 -27 Saint-Tropez Rolex Cup, Int. 12 M 

Saint Tropez, France. 

AUGUST 
1-14 Kenwood Cup, Hawaii, Royal Hawaiian Ocean Racing Club. 

SEPTEMBER 
17-27 Pre-Olympic Test Regatta, Sydney Harbour, SOCOG 
24-27 San Francisco Big Boat Challenge, St Francis Yacht Club. 

DECEMBER 
16-20 Telstra Cup, Sydney Harbour and offshore, CYCA. 
17 Canon Big Boat Challenge, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
26 Telstra 54th Sydney to Hobart, 630 nm, CYCA/RYCT. 

JANUARY 1999 
2-19 1999 World Sailing Championships, Port Phillip, Melbourne. 

Olympic classes, Victorian Yachting Council. 

APRIL 1999 
16 Melbourne to Osaka double-handed race, 

Nippon Ocean Racing Club, Japan. 

JULY 1999 
12-26 Champagne Mumm Admiral's Cup, 

Royal Ocean Racing Club, UK. 

pie: Ultimate Challenge heads to sea in the 50th Brisbane to Gladstone 
ocean race at Easter. (Pie • Richard Bennett) 

COMPLETE YACHT PAINTING SERVICES 
ENAMELLING • VARNISHING • DECORATIVE LINES • SIGNWRITING 

• SPRAYING OF 2 PACK ENAMELS • EPOXY COATINGS • ANTIFOULING 

~ June • July 1998 

THE BOATYARD 
1 BRADLY AVE., MILSONS POINT NSW 

PHONE: (02) 9922 4612 



The driver has taken 
the back seat long enough. 

Come and see. Come and drive. 

BMW Sydney 
65 Craigend St , Rushcutters Bay 
Te lephone: 02 -9334 4555 oL 14539 Sheer Driving Pleasure 



Swan 48 

The New Breed of 
Performance Cruiser/Racer. • • 

The new breed of Nautor's Swan Cruiser/Racer 
has captured the imagination of all yachtsmen 
seeking that elusive combination of racing speed 
together with elegance and style . 

the craftsmanship and attention to detail regarded as 
standard for Nautor. 

The Swan 48, 56 and 60 form a range of light, 
durable designs, adaptable to the needs of owners 
who have differing aspirations, but one common 
goal - uncompromiseq sailing prowess. 

Contact your local Sales Office for full details of 
the range and order book availability. Experience the 
new breed of Performance Cruiser/Racer from the 
world 's premier yacht production. 

Each model exhibits in its construction the easily 
recognisable dedication to engineering excellence 
and use of quality materials . Options for rig 
configuration and keel shape, the clean, efficient 
decks and spacious interior layouts all incorporate 

Nautor's Swan Performance Range 

JI 
48 

Sales Office: 

1 
48R 

' . 
56 

Michael Bell Marine, 
The Quays Marina, 
1856 Pittwater Road, 
Church Point, N.S.W 2105. 
Tel: 61 2 9997 1225. 
Fax: 61 2 9999 2292. 
E mail: allboats@mpx.com.au 

' 1 56R 

I _. 
' 1 60 60R 

Sales offices worldwide: 

Argentina • The.British Isles • 
Benelux • Denmark • Finland • 
France/Monaco/Italy • 
Germany /Switzerland/ Austria • 
Greece • Hong Kong • Japan • 
Norway • Singapore • Spain • 
Sweden• USA 

OY AUTOR AB · A Subsidiary of UPM-Kymmene Corporation 

New Swan 56 

NAUTOKs 

SWAN 
Oy NAUTORAb, P.O. Box 10, 
FIN-68601 Pietarsaari, Finland 
Tel: +358 6 7601 111 
Telefax: +358 6 7667 364 




